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* Measi re for Measure. J The ftory js ukcn irom Cmi/iio's 
Novels, Decad. 8. Novel b. Pope. 

We arc fent to Cinthio for the plot of Meafurt for Mrajure, and 
Shakfpeare's judgment hath been attacked for fomc deviations from 
him in the conduct of it, when probably all he knew of \he matter 
was from Madam Ifabella, in The Heptameron of Whetjlonc, Loud. 
410, 1 582. — - She reports, in the fourth dayes Excrcifc, the ra:c 
Hijlorie of Promos and Cajfandra. A marginal note informs us, 
that \\ hrtjhr.e was the author of the Comrdie on that fubjeft ; which 
bkewife had probably fallen into the hands of Shakfpeare. 

Farmer. 

There id perhaps not one of Shakfpeare's plays more daikencd 
than this by the peculiarities of its author, and the unlkilfulnefs of 
its editors, by diftortious ofphrafe, or negligence of tranfeription. 

Johnson. 

Dr. Johnfou's remark is fo juft refpefting the eorruptious of this 
play, that I fhall not attempt much reformation in its metre, which 
is too often rough, redundant, and irregular. Additions and omif- 
fioni (ho-ievci trifling) cannot be made without conflant notice o£ 
them; and fuch notices, in the prefent inftance, would fo fre- 
quently occur, as to become equally tireforac to the commentator 
and the reader. 

Shakfpeare took the fable of this play from the Promos ar.d 
Cajfandra of George Whetftone, publifhed in 1578. Sec Theobald's 
note at the end. 

A hint, like a feed, is more or lefs prolific, according to the 
qualities of the foil on which it is thrown. This flory, which in 
the hands of Whetftone produced little more than barren iufipidity, 
under the culture of Shakfpeare became fertile of entertainment. 
The curious reader will find that the old play of Promos and 
Cajfandra exhibits an almoft complete embtyo of Mrajure for 
Meajure; yet the hints on which it is formed arc fo flight, that it 
is nearly as impoffible to dctcd them , as it is to point nut in 
the acorn the future ramifications of the oak. 

Whetftone opens his play thus : 

Aft I. Scene i. 

•1 Promos, Mayor, Shirife, Swordc bearer: one with a buiuhe 
of keyes : Phallax, Promos Man. 
ci You officers which now in Julie ftaye, 
11 Know you your leadge, the Ring of Hun^jrie, 
11 Sent me to PfMM, to joync with you iu Iwav: 
u That fly 11 we may to Juflict have an eye. 
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And now to iliow my rale and power at lardgc, 
tt Attentivelic his lettcis patent* heare : 
ii Vhaliax, rcadc out my Soveraines cliardge. 
Pkai. .. As you commaumlc I wyll : give heedeful care. 

Phallax ltad'th the Kinges Utters Patients, which 
mujl he jajre written in parchment , with Jome 
gnat lounttrfeat zeale. 
Pre. u Loe, here >ou fee what is our Sovcraignes wyl, 

m Loe, heare his with, that right, not might, beare fwaye : 

it Loe, heare his care, to weede from good the yll, 

»i To fcoorge the wights, good lawes that difobay. 

11 Such zeale he bcarcs, unto the common wealc, 

i * ( How (o he byd», th« i^norauui to fave) 

it A§ he commaundes, the lewdc doo rigor feele, &c. Scc.8cc. 



Pro. u Both fwoorde and kcies, unto my princes ufc, 
M I do receyvc, and gladlie take my chardge. 
, ii It refteth now, for to reforme abufe, 
ii We poynt 'a tyme of counccll more at lardge, 
<i To treate of which , a whyle we wyll depart. 
Al.Jpeake. ■< To worke your wyll, we yeelde a willing hart. 

• Exeunt. m 

The reader will find the argument of G. Whetftone's Premos 
and CaJTandia, at the end of this play. It is too bulky to be 
inferted here. See likewife the piece itfelf among Six old Plays 
on which Shakfpeare Jounded, kc. publifhed by S. Lcacrofl, Charing- 

Crofs. SlEEVf.NS. 

hUafure for Meafure was, I believe, written in ifioS. See An 

Attempt to ascertain the Older oj Shak/ptare's Plays, Vol. II. 

Maloni. 




• 

a % 



PERSONS repiefented. 

Vincentio, duke of Vienna. 
Angclo, lord deputy in the dukes abfentr. 
Eftalus, an ancient lord, joined with Angclo in 

the deputation. 
Claudio, a young gentleman. 
Lutio, a fantajlick. 
Two other like gentlemen. 
Yarrius, * a gentleman, fcrvant to the duke. 
Provcjt. 
Xhomas, 
Peter, 
A jujlicc. 
Elbow, a fimple conjlahle. 
Froth, a foolijh gentleman. 
Clown, Jcrxant to Mrs.. Over-done. 
Abhoifon, an executioner. 
Barnardine, a dijjolute prijoner. 

Ifabella, fijler to Claudio. 
Mariana, betrothed to Angclo. 
Juliet, beloved Claudio. 
Francifca, a nun. 
Mijlrejs Over-done, a bawd. 

Lords, Gentlemen, Guards, Officers, and other 

Attendants. 

SCENE, Vienna. 

* Varruis might be omitted, tor he is only once fpokfti to, ami 
fays nothing. Joiivson. 



two friars. 
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M E A S U R E 

FOR 

MEASURE 



ACT I. SCENE I. 
An apartment in the Duke's palace. 

Enter Duke, Escalus, Lords, and Attendants. 

Duke. Efcalus, — 
Escal. My lord. 

Duke. Of government the properties to unfold, 
Would feem in mc to afFecl fpeech and difcourfe; 
Since 1 am put to know, ■ that your own fcience, 
Exceeds, in that, the lifts 1 of all advice 



* Sine* I am put to Inow, ) may mean, J am. cuirjiiid to &f' 
knoxvlt.igr. 

So, iu Kingllmry VI. V. II. fc. i: , 

a had I tirft been put ft fpeak my mind. " 

Again', in Dravton's Legend oj Pierct CavrJIon : 

a My limbs wcic put to travel day and night. " 



^ lifts —] Bounds, limits. Johnson. 

So, in Otkelio : 

i> Coufinc yourfclf within a patient lijl. 
Again, in Hamlet : 

u The ocean, over-peering of hi* lift, " 



Steevins. 
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My flrength can give you : Then no more remains, 
But that to your fufficiency, as your worth is able, 
And let them work. 4 The nature of our people, 

* — - Then no more remains , 

But that to your fuflficiency , as your toertk is able , 
And let them woii.] To the integrity of this reading Mr. 
Theobald objects , and fays, What was Efcalu\ to put .'o hn Jvj - 
Jiciency? why, his Jcience : But his jner.ee and /vjfciemj were but one 
and the fame thing. On xohat then dots the relative them depend? 
He will have it, therefore, that a line has been accidentally dropp'd, 
which he attempts to rcftorc thus: 

But that to your JuJJicieney you add 
Due diligence, as your worth n able, kc. 
Kodum in Jc t rp,> quarrit. And all for want of knowing, that by 
fufjiiiency is meant authority, the power delegated by the duke to 
bfcalus. The plain meaning of the word being this: Put your 
Jkill in governing (fays the Duke) to the power which I give you to 
exerafe it , and lei them wtri together. Warburton. 

Sir Thomas Hanmer having caught from Mr. Theobald a hint 
that a line was loft, endeavours to fupply it thus : 

Then no more remains , 

But that to your fufjicienty you join 
A will to ferve us , as your worth is able. 
He has , by this bold conjecture, undoubtely obtained a mean- 
ing, but, perhaps, not even in his own opinion, the x^icaumg of 
Shakfpeare. 

That the pafTagc is more or lefs corrupt , I believe every 
reader will agree with the cd'tors. I am not convinced that a 
line is loft, as Mr. Theobald conjectures, nor that the change ot 
but to put, which Dr. Warburton lias admitted after fome other 
editor. jRowc] will amend the fault. There was probably fome 
original obfeurityin the exprcffinn , which gave occahon to miflakc 
in repetition or tranfeription. 1 thciclorc lufpcd that rhc author 
wrote thus : 

Then no more rema.ts , 

But that to your iuflkiencics your worth is ablcd , 

And let them work. 
Then nothing rtmaiu* more than to tell you , that your virtue is now 
inveJUd with power equal to your knowledge and u/tfdom. Let there- 
Jore your knowledge and your virtue r.jw wort together. It may 
eaGly be conceived how Jufficiencies was, by an inarticulate lpeakcr, 
or inattentive hearer, confounded with Juffuiency as, and how ahltd, 
a word very unufual , was changed into able. Vox abled , however, 
an authority is not wanting. Leu ttfsi it in the fame fcufe , or 
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Onr city's inflitutions , and the terms * 



nearly the fame with the Duke. As for fvfficicncies , D. Hamilton 
in his dying fpcech , prays that Charles II. may excttd both the 
virtues and fulheiencies of his father. Johnson. 

The uncommon redundancy, as well as obfeurity , of this vcrfc 
may be confidcred as evidence of its corruption. Take away the 
two firjl words, and the fenfc joins well euough with what went 
before. Then, (fays the Duke) no more remains to Jay: 
Tour Jufficiency as your worth is able, 
And let them work. 
i. e. Tour Jiill in government »*, HI ability to ferve me , equal to the 
integrity of your heart, and let them co-operate in your future 
mimjhj. 

The verification requires that either fomething (houtd be added, 
or lomething retrenched. The latter is the eaGer,'as well as the 
fafer talk. I join in the belief, however, that a line is loft; nnd 
whoever is acquainted with the inaccuiacy of the folio , (for of this 
play there is no other old edition ,) will find my opiuion juftified. 

SlEfVKNS. 

Some words fecm to be loft here, the fenfe of which, perhaps, 
may be thus fupplicd : 

then no more remains. 

But that to your fuffitiency you put 

A zeal as willing as your worth is able, 

And let them work. Tvrwhitt. 

I agree with Warburton in thinking that by fufficiency the duke 
means authority, or power; and, if that be admitted, a very 
flight alteration indeed will reftore this paflage — the changing the 
word is into be. It will then run thus, and be clearly intelli- 
gible: 

Then no more remains , 

But that your fufficiency, as your worth, be able, 

And let them work. 
That is, you are thoroughly acquainted with your duty, fo that 
nothing more is neceflary to be done, but to inveft you with power 
equal to your abilities. M. Mason. 

Then no more remains , 

But that to your fufficiency as your worth is able, 

And let them work. 
1 have not the fmallcft doubt that the compofilor's eye glanced 
from the middle of the fecond of thefc lines to that under it in 
the MS. and ihat by this means two half lines have been omitted. 
The very fame error rr-y be found in Macbeth, edit. i63a: 

B 4 
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For common juflicc , you arc as pregnant in , 6 
As art and practice hath enriched any 

it . which, being taught, return, 

<t To plague (he ingredients oj our peijond chattel 
«. To our ownlip>." 

inflcad of 

ii which, being taught, Tcturn, 

«« To plague the inventor. Thii even- handed jujf ice 

a Commends the ingredient* of our poifon'd chalice," ItC. 

Again, in Much ado about Nothing , edit. 16^3, p. lo3 : 

m And I will break with her. Wtt'l not to this end ," 

indcad of 

11 And I will break with her, and xvit-h her father, 
u And thou /halt have her. Was't not to this end ," Sec. 
The following pnlfagc, in K'.ng Henry IV. P. I. which is con- 
flrucled in a manner loracwhat hmilai to the preient when corrected, 
uppcars to inc 10 ltrcngihen the fuppoGlion that two half lines have 
been loft : 

t. Send dar.gn from the e.ift unto the weft, 
li So honcur crofl il from the t.Oith to louth, 
11 And let than grapple." 
Stiffui'ncy is dull in government ; ability to execute his office. 
Aud let them work , a figurative cxprcllion ; let them ferment. 

Mai.one. 

•l the terms — ] Terms mean the 'technical language of the 

coum. An old book called Les Tetmes de la Ley, ( Wriucn in 
Hcmv the Eighth*! time) Witt in Shakfpeate's days, and is now, 
the accidence of young (tudcnls in the law. Blackstone. 

6 the t/rna. 

Foi common jvjiice, you are as pregnant tn,] The later editions 
all give ii, without authority, 
— — the terms 
Of jujlice, 

aud Dr. Wai burton makes terms finnifv bounds or limits. I rather 
think iRc Duke meant to fay, that F.f<..dus Was pregnant, that is 
rr*dj and knowing in all the forms of the law. and, among other 
ihiugl, in the terms 01 times Jet apart tor it* adtnimftration. 

Johnson. „ 

Tlie wmd ptrgr ir.t ii ufed with this, fignification in Ratt-AlUji 
or Merry Tntk< , 1611, where a lau-vrr is rcprefcnied reading : 
1 1 In trice Hi mo pnmo Albeni Magna — 
•1 'Tis very dene — the place is vay pregnant." 
i. e. very exprejjive , ready , or very tig with appofitr running*. 
Again , / 

«« the proot is molt pregnant." S TELVtNs . * 
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That we remember: There is our commiflion, 
From which we would not have you warp. — Call 
hither, 

I fay, bid come before us Angelo. — 

[ Exit on Attendant. 
What figure of us think you he will bear? 
For you mult know, we have with fpecial foul 
Elected him our ablence to fupply ; 7 
Lent him our terror, drelt him with our love ; 
And given his deputation all the organs 
Of our own power : What think you of it? 

ESCAL. If auy in Vienna be of worth 
To undergo inch ample grace and honour. 
It is lord Angelo. 

Enter Angelo. 

Duke. Look, where he comes. 

Ang. Always obedient to your grace'* will, 
I come to know your pleafure. 

7 For you mujl know, wr havt wilh fpecial f>ul 

Eltcled him out nbje-,te to f u pplj'> \ B}' the words with fit rial 
faul iledtd him, I believe, ihe pocc meant no marc thau that hi wa% 
the immediate choice of his heart. 

A limiim expnffion occurs in troilat and CreJJida: 
• • Willi private Joul, 

11 Did in i<re;»t liion thus ti.tnfl tte him to me. " 
Again, more appoluely, in The teu.pt jl : 

11 - for fevcral virtue* 

•u Have I lik'd fevcral women, never any 
^ li With fo Jul/ joul, but forne defed, " ccc. Stkkvens. 

Steevens has hit upon the true explanation of the pailagc , and 
might have found a fuithcr coufirrofttion of it in ftoi'us and CteJJiJa t 
where , (peeking of himfelf, Troilus lays, 

it ne'er did youri£ mau (ancy 

11 With Jo eternal, ar.d Jj Jix'd a Joul." 
To do a thing wilh all one's Joul, is a common cxpreffion. 

M. Maso.V. 



io MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

Duke. Angclo, 
There is a kind of character in thy life, 
That, to the obferver, dotli thy hiftory 
Fully unfold: Thyfclf and thy belongings f 
Are not thine own fo proper, 1 as to wafte 
Thyfelf upon thy virtues, them on thee. 3 
Heaven doth with us, as we with torches do; 

* ■ - ue have with fpecial foul — ] This feems to be only a 
tianQation of the ufual formal words iiifertcd io all royal giants : — 
u Dc gratia noftra Jptciali, ct ex mero motu — . " Maloni. 

* Tktre ii a kind of charalier in thy life y 

That y to the obferver, See. ] Either this introdu&ion has more 
folemnity than meaning, or it has a meaning which 1 cannot dif- 
t ovcr. "What is there peculiar in this, that man's lift informs the 
obferver of his hijlory? Might it bc.fuppofed that Shakfpearc wrote 
this t 

Tkert ii a kind of eharader in thy look. 
Hijlory may be uken in a more oirFufe and licentious meaning, 
for future occuntnets, or the part of life yet to come. If this fente 
be received, the palTage is clear and proper. Johnson. 

Shakfpearc muft, I believe, be anfwcrable for the unneceflary 
pomp of this introduction. He has the fame thought in Henry IV. 
P. II. which atiords fome comment on this pallagc befo.c us: 

ii There is a hiftory in all men's lives, 

•i Figuring the nature of the times deceas'd : 

ii The whith obferv'd, a man may prophecy 

i. With a near aim, of the main chance of things 

.1 As yet nut come to life, " 8cc. Steevens. 

On conQdering this paflagc, I am induced to think that the 
words ckaratler and hijlory have been mifplaced, and that it was 
originally written thus : 

Tint ts a kind of hijlory in thy lift. 
That to the obferver doth thy charatttr 
Fully unfold. % 
This tranfpohiion feems to be juftified by the paflage quoted by f 
Stcevctjs from the Second Part of Htnry IV. M. Mason. • 

* thy belongings — ] i. e. endowments. Malone. 

* Art not thine onm Jo proper,] i. e. are not fo much thy own 
properly. Steevens. * 

1 , them on thee, j The old copy reads — they on thee. The 

•roendation was made by Sir T. Hanmer. Steevens. 
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Not light them for themfclvcs : for if our virtues 4 
Did not go forth of us, 'twere all alike 
As if we had them not. Spirits arc not finely 
touch'd, 

Rut to fine iflues : s nor nature never lends 4 

The fmalleft fcruplc of her excellence, 

But, like a thrifty goddefs, fire determines 

Herfelf the glory of a creditor, 

Both thanks and ufc. 7 But I do bend my fpcech 

To one that tan my part in him advertife; 8 

* for if our viituei, tec] 

ii Faulum ffputtx dijat inertix 

.. Cfiata lirtlti." Hor. Theobald. 

Again, in Maflinger's Maid of Honour: 

ii Virtue i if noi in action, is a vice, 
ii And when we move not forward, we go backward." 
Thus , in the Latin adage — Non pro;redi rji rrjrredi. Stk tvcNS. 

f io fine ilj-a'i :) To great coufequences ; ioi high pur- 

pofes. Johnson. 

* nor nahire never fends — ] Two negatives , not employed 

to make an affirmative, are common in oui author. 
So, in Julius Cajkt : 

.i 1 here is no harm intended to your perfou, 
tl Xer to no Roman cite.' SrtivtNS. 

7 flit determines * 

llcrfclf the glory of a creditor, 

both thanks and ufe. ] i. c. She (Xature) require\ and allots to 

kerfclf the fame advantages that creditors ufnally enjoy, thanks 

lor the endowments fhe has beflowed , and extraordinary exertions 
in thofc whom (lie bath thus favoured, by way of inter eft lor what 
Ihe Jus lent. 

i'/e in the phrafcology of our author's age , fignilied inttreft of 
tnonry. Malone. 

3 / do lend my fpeeck, 

To one that can my part in him adviriife ; ] This is ohfeure. 
The meaning is, I direct my fpecch to one wiio is able lo teach 
me how to govern; viy part in Aim, hgnifying rov ofticc , which I 
have delegated to him. My part in him advertife; j. e. who knows 
what appertains to the character of a deputy or viceroy. • Can 
edvetti/e my part in him; that is, his rcprclcntation of my perfon. 
But all thefc quuintnelfcs of expreffion, the Oxford editor fecmi 
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Hold therefore , Angelo; 9 

In our remove, be thou at full ourfelf ; 

Mortality and mercy in Vienna 

Live in thy tongue and heart: Old Efcalus, 

Though firft. in queftioii,' is thy fecondary : 

lake thy commiihon. 

fworn to extirpate ; that is, to take away one ol Shakfpearc's chft- 
ractciiltic uuiks; whiili, if not one of the cotnclieft , is ycl one of 
the (trongeft. So he alters this to, • 

To f>ne that tan , in my fart me advertift. 
A leltci exprcflion indeed, but, for all that, none of Shakfpeare's. 

Wauburton. n 

1 know not whether \vc may not better red, — 
One that can, m) fail to km adveriiji. 
One that can inform himj'lf of that which it would be otherwife 
mj fart to tell him. Johnson. » 

To aJnttift is ufrA ia this fenTc , and with Shakfpcirc's ac- 
centuation, by Chapiuam, in bis vcrlion of tlie uri Book cj tkt 
0^![ej : 

u Or, of my father, if thy royal ear 

it Hath been tttis'd ." SlLEVEtiS. 

I believe, the meaning is, — I am talking tq one who is himfclf 
already fuihcicnlly converlanl with ihc nature and duties of my 
ofnee •, — of that (ifcr, u huh. I have now delegated to Kin. 
bo, iu Ttmen of Athens: 

it It is our fart, and promifc to the Athenians, 
(l To fpeak with Timou." MalOHI. 

* Held therefore, Angela;) Thai is, continue to be Angelo ; 
hold as thou art. Johnson. 

I believe that — Hold therefore, Angtt* ; arc the words which t fit* 
Dufcc utteis on tendering his commilhou to him. He concludes 
with — Take thy commijion. S TEE V ENS. 

If a full point be put after therefore, the Duke maybe unJer- 
flond to fpeak of himfclf. Hold therefore , i. e. Let me therefore 
hold or ft i|t. And the fenfe of the whole pafla'je may be this. 
— The Duke, who h.ts bc^uu an exhortation to An-elo, checks 
himfclf thus: «But I atn Ipeaking to enr , that can in him [in or 
by himfelf] apprehend r.j fart jail that I have to fay ] : I will 
therefoie fay no more jou that fubject,'." He then mcicly Ggrii- 
fies rt) Angelo his appointment. Tykwhitt. 

* —-—jirjl in ijtiejiton ,] That lull called for ; fuft appointed. 

Johnson. 
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Ang, Now, good my lord, 

Let there be fome more tell made of my metal, 
Before fo noble and lb great a figure 
Be (lamp'd upon it. 

Dure. No more evafion : 

We have with a leave n*d and prepared choice 1 
Proceeded to you; therefore take your honours. 
Our hafle from hence is of fo quick condition, 
That it prefers itfelf, and leaves unqueflion'd 
Matters of needful value. We ftiall write to you, 
As time and our concernings mall importune, 
How it goes with us; and do look to know 
What doth befal you here. So, fare you well : 
To the hopeful execution do I leave you 
Of your cominiirioiis. 

• Ang. Yet. give leave, my lord, 

That we may bring you lorncthing on the way. 4 

Duke. Mv hafle mav not admit it: 
Nor need you, on mine honour, have to do 
With any Icruple : vour fcone is as mine own : * 
So to enforce, or qualify the laws, 
As to your foul feems good. Give me your hand; 

3 We kavevith * lenven'd and prepared choice — ] Leaven d choice 
is one of SKAfpcirc's harlh metaphors. His train of ideas fecras 
to be this: / have pieceedtd to you tuiik choice mature, concocted, . 
fermented, havered. When bread is leaverud it is left to ferment: 

a leavened choice is therefore a choice not baity, but conhderate; 
not declared as foon as it fell into the imagination, hut fulieted to 
work long in the mind. Thus explained, it fuits better with 
prepared than levelled. Johnson. 

4 bring jfu fomethin* on the ivaj. ] i. e. accompany vou. 

So, in A Woman killd with ku.dnefs, by Hcywood, 1(117: u 9tiQ 
went very lovinglv to bring him on his way to horfc. '* And the 
fame mode of exptelhou is to be found in jdinoll every writer of 
the times. R*tn. 

\ youi fcope is as mine owp ,• ] That is, your amplitude 

of power. Johnson, 
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I'll privily away: I love the people, 

But do not like to ftage me to their eyes : 6 

Though it do well, 1 do not relifh well 

Their loud applaufe, and aves vehement; 

Nor do I think the man of fafe discretion, 

That does affect it. Once more, fare you well. 

Ang. The heavens give fafety to your purpofes! 

Escal. Lead forth, and bring you back in hap- 
pinefs ! 

Duke. 1 thank you: Fare you well. [Exit. 

Escal. I {hall defire you, fir, to give me leave 
To have free fpeech with you ; and it concerns me 
To look into the bottom of my place : 
A power I have; but of what ftrcngth and nature 
I am not yet inftru&ed. 

Ang. 'Tis fo with me: — Let us withdraw to- 
gether, 

And we may foon our fatisfa&ion have 
Touching that point. 

Escal. I'll wait upon your honour. 

[ Exeunt. 

SCENE II. 
A Street. 

Enter Lucio, and tmo Gentlemen. 

Lucio. If the duke, with the other dukes, come 
not to compofition with the king of Hungary, why, 
then all the dukes fall upon the king. 

6 to ftage me to tktir ejes :] So, in one of Queen Elizabeth's 

fpeecue* to parliament, i586: n Wc princes, I tel you, are fet on 
Jageiy in the fight and viewe of all the world," See. See The 
Copy oj * Letter to the Right Honourable the Eorle oj Lejcejlcr, kc 
4to. *586. Stfevens. 



Digitized by Google 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE. i5 



1 Gent. Heaven grant nt its peace, but not the 
king of Hungary's! 

2 Gent. Amen. 

Lucio. Thou concluded like the fanrftimonious 
pirate, that went to fea with the ten command- 
ments , but fcraped one out of the table. 

2 Gent. Thou (halt not fleal? 

Lucio. Ay, that he razed. 

1 Gent. Why, 'twas a commandment to com- 
mand the captain and all the reft from their func- 
tions ; they put forth to fleal : There's not a foldicr 
of us all, that, in the thankfgiving before meat, 
doth relim the petition well that prays for peace. 

2 Gent. I never heard any foldier diflike it. 
Lucio. I believe thee; for, I think, thou never 

waft where grace was faid. 

2 Gent. No? a dozen times at leaft. 

l Gent. What? in metre? 7 

Lucio. In any proportion, 8 or in any language. 

i Gent. I think, or in any religion. 

Lucio. Ay! why not? Grace is grace, defpite 
of all controverfy : 9 As for example ; Thou thyfelf 
art a wicked villain, defpite of all grace. 

7 . ■ inmelre?] In the primers there are metrical graces, fuck 

as, I fuppofc, were ufed in Shakfpeare's time. Johnson. 

8 In any proportion, 8cc. ] Proportion fignifics mea/ure ; and refers 
to the qucltion, What ? in metre f Warburton. 

This fpcech is improperly given to Lucio. It clearly belongs to 
the fecond Gentleman, who had heard grace n a dozen times *t 
leaH. M Ritson. 

9 Grace is grace, defpite of all controverfy:] Satirically infmuating, 
that the controverjics about grace were fo intricate arid cndlefs, 
that the difputants unfcttled every thing but this, that grace was 
grace; which, however, in fpitc of controverfy, Aill remained 
certain. Warburtok. 
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i Gent. Well, there went but a pair of fheers 
between us. ' 

LuciO. I grant; as there may between the' lifts 
and the velvet : Thou art the lift. 

1 Gent. And thou the velvet: thou art good 
velvet ; thou art a threc-pil'd piece, 1 warrant thee : 
I had as lief be a lift: of an Englifh kcrfey, as be 
piTd, as thou art pil'd, for a French velvet. 3 Do 
I fpeak feelingly now? 



I nm in doubt whether Shakfpeare's thoughts reached fo far 
into ccclcfiaflk.il difputcs. Kvcry commentator it warped a little 
by the trad of his jown piofcflion. The quellion is, whether the 
Ireoiid gcnilcmau lias ever heard g™<e. 'ihe hrfr gentleman 
limits the queliion to graft in mitre. Lucio enlarge* it «o g*<ice in 
ciy fotm or iavguaze. Ihe hrft gentleman, to go bcomi him, 
fays, or in or) teligion, which Lucio allows, becaufe the nature 
of things is unalterable; grace is a* immutably grace, as his merry 
anUgonift is a vicked villain. Difleteucc in religion cannot make 
a grace not to be grace, a prayer not to be holy; as nothing can 
make a xillain not to be a villain. This fcems to be the meaning, 
fuch as it is. Johnson. 

a there' went but a pair oj JIuers Utwtm tti. ] Wc are both 

of the fame piece. Johnson. 

So, in Ihe Maid of the Mill, by Beaumont and Fletcher : — 
«« Th£re went but a pair of fheers and a bodkin, between them. " 

Stcevpns. 

The fame e\preffion is likewife found in Marfton's Malcontent^ 
if.04: 1 1 There gc/i butt pair of Jheen betwixt an emperor and the 
fori of a bagpiper; only the dying, drciftng, prcfling, and glolfing, 
makes the diHcrence. " Malonk. 

5 ( pil'd, as thou art pil'd, for a French velvet.] The jeft 

about the pile of a French velvet, aliudes to the lofs of hair in the 
French dtfeafe, a very liequcnt topick of our authot's jocularity. 
Lucio finding that the genilemau undcrftands the dillemper fo well, 
and mentions it fo f'riingly, promifes to remember to drink his 
hrnlth, but to forget ft drink after hirr..' It was the opinion of 
Shakfpcare s time , that the cup of an iniccled pcrlon was con. 
tagious, Johnson. 

Die jeft lie* between the fimilar found of the words pilt'd 
an 1 /( This I have elfewhere explained, under a paflage ia 
Htnrf rill. 

«. ldi'd pricft thou Hell. " Src evens. 
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Lucio. I think thou doft; and, indeed, with raoft 
painful feeling of thy fpeech : 1 will, out of thine 
own conleifion , learn to begin thy health ; but, 
whilft 1 live , forget to drink after thee. 

1 Ghnt. I think, I have done m)felf wrong; have 
I not? 

a Gent. Yes, that thou haft ; whether thou art 
, tainted , or free. 

Lucio. Behold, behold, where madam Mitigation 

comes ! 4 I have purchafed as many difcafes under 
her roof, as come to — 

- 

a Gent. To what, I pray ? 
1 Gent. Judge. 

a Gent. To three thoufand dollars a year.* 
1 Gent. Ay, and more. 
LuciOi A French crown more. * 

« 

* Behold, behold, where madam Mitigation comes .' ] In the old copf 
thii fpeech and ihc next but one, are attributed to Lucio. The 
prefent regulation was fuggefied by Mr. Pope. What Lucio fay» 
afierwards , a A French crown more ," proves that it is right. He 
would not utter a farcafm againft himfelf. Malonb. 

f To three thou/and dollars a-year.] A quible intended between 
dollars and dolours. Hanmer. 

The fame jeft occurred before in Tkt TempeJI. Johnson. 

6 A French crown more.] Lucio means here not the piece of 
tnouey fo called, but that Venereal fcab , which among the furgcont 
is ftyled corona Veneris. To this, 1 think, our author likewife 
makes Quince allude in A Mid/nmmer fright's Dream : 

m Some of your French crowns have no hair at all ; and then 
yon will plav bare-faced." 

For where thefe eruptions are , the fltull is carious , and the party 
becomes bald. Theobald. 

, So, in The Return from Parnajfus , 1606: 

m 1 may chance indeed to give the world a bloody nofe ; but it 
{hall hardly give me a crack' d crown , though it gives other poet) 
french crowns." , 

Vol. VI. C 

r 
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i Gent. Thou art always figuring difcafcsin mc: 
but thou art full of error ; I am found. 

Lucio. Nay, not as one would fay, healthy; but 
fo found, as things that are hollow : thy bones arc 
hollow; 7 impiety has made a feaft of thee. 

* 

Enter Bawd. 

i Gent. Hovvnow? Which of your hips has the 
mod profound fciatica ? 

Bawd. Well, well; there's one yonder arretted, 
and carry'd to prilon , was worth five thoufand of 
you all. 

l Gent. Who's that, I pray thee ? 

Bawd. Marry, fir, that's Claudio, fignior Claudio.' 

i Gent. Claudio to prifon! 'tis not fo. 

Bawd. Nay, but I know, 'tis fo : I faw him ar- 
refled ; faw him carried away; and, which is more, 
within thefe three days his head's to be chopped 
off. 

Lucio. But, after all this fooling, I would not 
have it fo : Art thou fure of this ? 

Bawd. 1 am too fure of it: and it is for getting 
madam Julietta with child. 

Lucio. Believe me, this may be : he promifed to 
meet me two hours fincc; and he was ever precife 
in promife-keeping. 

Again, in the Dedication to Cabntl Harotj % t Hunt is vf , i5q8! 

u never roetft with any requital, except it were fume few 

Trtnch crownts, pil'd friers crownes ," &c. Steevens. 

*7 — — thy bones ore hollow j] So Tim on , addrcfLng himfclf |# 
Phryuia and Timnndra : 

it Confumptions fow 

«■ ifi Wfow hna of man," Srwv«JiS. 

i \ 
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7 Gent. Befidcs, you. know, it draws fomething 
near to the fpcech we had to inch a purpofe. 

1 Gent. But mod of ali, agreeing with the pro- 
clamation. 

Lucio. Away; lefs go learn the truth of it. 

[Exeunt Lucio, and Gentlemen. 

Bawd. Thus, what with the war, what with the 
fweat, 7 what with the gallows, and what with po- 
verty, I am cuftom-fluunk. How now? what's die 
news with you? 

Enter Clown. 

Clo. Yonder man is carried to prifont 
Bawd. Well ; what has he done ? 
Clo. A woman. 8 



7 what with the fweat ,] This may allude to the /wetting 

JUkneJi of which the memory was very frefh in the time of Shak- 
fpcare : but more probably to the method of cure theu ufed for tha 
difeafes contracted in brothels. Johnson. 

So, in the comedy of Dochr Dodypoll 1600 : 

« You arc very moid, fir: did you Juieat all this, I pray? 
u You have not the dijea/e 1 I hope. Si sevens. 

S what has he done ? 

Clo. A woman. J The ancient meaning of the verb to it % 
(though uow obfolutc) may be guefs'd at from the following 
paliagcs: 

11 Chiron. Thou haft undone o^ir mother. • 

«i Aaron. Villain, I've done thy mother." Titus Andronicus. 

Again, in Ovid's E!rgies y tnnflatcd by Marlowe, printed at Mid* 

tllebourg, so date : * 
u The ftrumpet with the ftrangcr will not do, 
tt Before the room is clear, too door put to." 

Again, in f&t Maid's Tragedy, Ad II. Evadne, while undreffingj 

fays, — 

•« I am foon undone. 
Dula anfwers, 41 And as loon done." 
Hence the name of Ovcx-don* , which Shakfpeare has appropriated 
to his Pawd. COLUMS. 
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Bawd. But what's his offence ? 

Clo. Groping for trouts in a peculiar river. 9 

Bawd. What, is there a maid with child by him? 

Clo. No ; but there's a woman with maid by 

him : You have not heard of the proclamation, have 
you ? 

Bawd. What proclamation, man? 

Clo. All houfes in the fuburbs * of Vienna muft 

be pluck' d down. 

Bawd. And what ftiall become of thofe in the 

city ? 

Clo. They fliall (land for feed : they had gone 

down too, but that a wife burgher put in for them. 

Bawd. But lhall all our houfes of refort in the 
fuburbs be pulFd down ? i 



9 in a peculiar river,] i. e. a river belonging to an indi- 

vidual ; not public property. Malone. 

* All houfes in the fuburbs — ] This is furely too general an expref« 
Con, unlcfi we fuppofc, that all the houfes in the furburbs were 
haw y-houfes. It appears too, from what the bawd fays below, "But 
lhall •// omr houfes of refort in the fuburbs be pulled down?" that 
the Clown had been particular in his defcription of the houfes 
which were to be pulled down. I am therefore inclined to bclievo 
that we fhould read here, all bawdy-houfes, or all houfes of refort ia 
the fubuibs. Tyrwhitt. 

J But fliall all our houfes <ff refort in the fuburbs be pull' J down f] 
This will be undcrftood from the Scotch law of James's time, 
concerning huires (whores) : «« that comoun women be put at the 
utmofi endes of townes, queire leaft perril of fire is." Hence Urful* 
the pig-woman, in Bartholomew-Fair: «!, I, gatnefters , mock a 
plain, plump, {oh wench of the fuburbs, do!" Farmer. 

So, in The Malcontent , 1O04, when Altofront difmiCfes the various 
characters at the end of the play to different dcitinations , he fays t* 
Macqueretie (he bawd : 

it thou unto the fuburbs." 

AglUl 1 in Ram- Alley , 01 Merry Tucks, l6lt: 

i» Some fourteen bawds ; he kept her in tht fuburbu 1 * 
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Clo. To the ground, miflrefs. 

Bawd. Why, here's a change, indeed, in the 
commonwealth! What fhall become of me? 

Clo. Come; fearnotyou: good counfellors lack 
no clients : though you change your place, you need 
not change your trade ; Til be your tapfter (till. 
Courage; there will be pity taken on you : you that 
have worn your eyes almoft out in the fcrvice, you 
will be considered. 

Bawd. What's to do here, Thomas Tapfter? 
Let's withdraw. 

Clo. Here comes fignior Claudio , led by the 
provoft to prifon : and there's madam Juliet. 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE III. 
The fame. 

Enter Provofl, Claudio , Juliet, and Officers; 
Lucio, and two Gentlemen. 

Claud. Fellow, why doft thou {how me thus to 
the world ? 
Bear me to prifon, where I am committed. 

Prov. I do it not in evil difpofition, 
But from lord Angclo by fpeciai charge. 

Claud. Thus can the demi-god, Authority, 
Make us pay down for our offence by weight. — 

See Martial, where Jummani*** and Juburbana are applied to 
proftitutcs. Stievini. 

The licenced houfei of refort at Vienna are at this time all in 
the fuburbs , under the permiflion of the Committee of Chaftity. 

s. 

C 3 
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The words of heaven ; — on whom it will , it will ; 
On whom it will not, f o ; yet flill 'tis juft. 3 

J Thus can {he demi'god , Authority^ 
> Make us pay down for our cjfente by weight. — 

7 he words cf heai.en ; — on u hom it will, it will; 
On whom it will rot, Jo; yet /till 'tis juj.] The fenfe of the 
V'holc is il is: Tht ufmi-ged Authority, makes us pay the full penalty 
oj our ojjence , a»d its detrrts are as iittlt to be qvejtioned as the uo'ds 
cf ke*vtn y Ufklck pror cunces it* pleajurt thus, — I ptinijh and temit 
tunifhttitnt according to my own unccr.tr oulable will; and yet uho 
can Jay , what diji tkou? — Make us pay dcwn for our cjjenre by 
viei~ht, is a fine cxprcQjon to fignify paying the full penalty. 1 he 
'metaphor is taken from paying money l>y weight, which is always 
cxad; not (o by tale , on account of the praclicc of dirainituu. g the 
fpecies. Wakblrion. 

I fufpe& that a line is loft. Johnson. 

It may be read, - The fword ofkeaven. 
Thus can the demi-god Autkorify, 
Make us pay down for our ojjer.ee , by weight J — 
The fword oj heaven: — on whom, 8cc. 
Authority is then \ oeiically called the /word oj keavtv , which will 
fparc or punifh , as it is commanded. The alteration is flight, 
being made only by taking a fingle letter from the end of the 
void, and placing it at the beginning. 

This very ingenious and elegant emendation was fuggeftcd to 
me by the Reverend Dr. Roberts, Provoft of Eton; and it may be 
countenanced by the following paflage in fit Coblcr's Propkecy % 

u In brief, they are the Jtvords of heaven to punifh." 
Sir W. D'Avenant , who incorporated this play of Shakfpeart 
with Much ado about ft'otking, and formed out of them a Xiagi- 
coraedy called The Law againft Lovers , .omits the two laft lines of 
this fpeech ; I fuppofe, on account of their fceming obfeurity. 

Steevens. 

The very ingenious emendation propofed by Dr. Roberts, is yet 
more ftrongly fupported by another paflage in the play before u$, 
wheic tiiis phrale occurs, [Ad. III. ft. lalt): 
it fie who the Jword ofkeaven will bear, 
u -Should be as holy, as fevcre." 
Yet I believe the old copy is right. Malone. 

Notwithftanding Dr. Roberts's ingenious conjecture, the text is 
Certainly right. Authority, being abfolute in Angelo , is finely 
iiilcd by Claudio, tht demi-god. To this uncontroulable power, 
tl*e poet applies a pallage lroai St. Paul to the Romans, ch. u. 
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Lucio. Why, how now, Claudio ? whence comes 
(his rc ftrain t ? 

Claud. From too much liberty, my Lucio, 
liberty : 

As furfeit is the father of much fad, 
So every fcope by the immoderate ufe 
Turns to reftraint: Our natures do purfue, 
(Like rats that ravin down their proper bane,) * 
A thirfty evil; and when we drink, we die. 1 

Lucio. If I could fpeak fo wifely under an arreft, 
I would fend for certain of my creditors : And yet, 
to fay the truth, 1 had as lief have the foppery of 
freedom, as the morality 6 of imprifoninent. — 
What's thy offence, Claudio? 

i5. 18, which he properly flylei, the words of heaven: u for 
he faiih to Mofes, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy," 
&c. And again: «. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, " 8cc. Henley. 

It fhould be remembered, however, that the poet is here fpcaking 
not of mercy, but punijlment. Malum. 

Mr. Malohe might have fpared himfelf thii remark, had he 
recollected that the words of St. Paul immediately following, and 
to which the Jrc. referred, are — « and whom he will he hardenetk. " 
See alfo the preceding verfe. Henley. 

4 Like rots that ravin down their proper bane, ] To ravin wai 
formerly ufed for eagerly or voracioufly devouring any thiug : fo 
in yVilfons Epiflle to the Earl of Leicefter, prehxed to his Dijcourfe 
vpon UJurye, 157a: «♦ For thefe bee the greedie cormoraunte wolfci 
indeed, that resvyn up both beafte and man. " Reed. 

Ravin is an ancient word for prey. So, in Noah's Flood, by 
Drayton : 

11 As well of ravine, as that ehew the cud. " Stieveni. 
I ■ ■ when we drink, we die. J So, in Revenge for Honour, by 
Chapman i 

<i Like poifon'd rats, which when they've fwaliowcd 
«i The pleating bane, reft not until they drink; 
u And can reft then much lefs, uatil they burft. " 

Steeveks. 

* — as t he morality — ] The old copy has mortality. It waj 
torreacd by Sir William D'Avenaut. MalOn*. 



14 * MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

Claud. What, butto fpeak of would offend again, 

Lucio. What is it? murder? 

Claud. No. 

Lucio. Lechery? 

Claud. Call it fo. 

Prov. Away, fir; you mod go. 

Claud. One word, goodfiiend: — Lucio, aword 

with you. [ Takes him afide. 

Lucio. A hundred, if they'll do you any good. — — 
Is lechery fo looked after? 

Claud. Thus Hands it with me: — Upon a true 

contract, 

I got poiTcflion of Julietta' s bed; 7 
You know the lady; fhc is fait my wife, 
Save that we do the denunciation lack 
Of outward order: this we came not to, 
Only for propagation of a dower 
Remaining in the coffer of her friends; 1 

f I got pojfejion of Julietta s led, fcc. ] This fpeech is furely 
too indelicate to be fpoken concerning Juliet, before her face; 
for ihe appears to be brought in with the reft, though (he hat 
nothing to fay. The Clown points her out as they enter; and yet, 
from Claudio's telling Lucio, that he knows the laJy, kc. One would 
think (lie was not meant to have made her pcrfou.il appearance on 
the fcene. Steevkns. 

The little feeming impropriety there is, will be entirely removed, 
by fuppofing that when Claudio ftops to fpeak to Lucio, the Provoft i 
©fncers depart with Julietta. Ritson. 

Claudio may be fuppofed to fpeak to Lucio apart. MALOMI. 

* ci this we came not /#, 

•i Only for propagation of a dower. 

it Remaining in the coffer of her friends ; ] This fingular mode 
©f oprefhon certainly demands foine eludicalion. The fenfe 
appears to be this, n We did not think it proper publickly to celebrate 
Our marriage; for this rrafon y that their mi«ht be r.o hindrance to the 
f<ijrnent of Julietta'% portion which was then in the hands of her 
friends; from wkom t therefore, we judged it expedient t9 conceal ovf 
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From whom we thought it meet to hide our love. 
Till time had made them for us. But it chances, 
The Health of our mofl mutuafentertainment, 
With character too grofs, is writ on Juliet. 

Lucio. With child, perhaps? 

Claud. Unhappily, even fo, 
And the new deputy now for the duke, — 
Whether it be the fault and glimpfc of newnefs; * 
Or whether that the body public be 
A horfe whereon the governor doth ride, 
Who, newly in the feat, that it may know 
He can command, lets it flraight feel the fpur: 
Whether the tyranny be in his place, 
Or in his eminence that fills it up, 
I ftagger in: — But this new governor 
Awakes me all the enrolled penalties, 



love till we had gained their favour. " Propagation being here ufed 
to fignify payment, muft have its root in the Italian word pagare. 
Edinburgh Magazine for November, 1786. 

I fuppofe the fpeaker means — for the fake of getting fuch a dower 
as her friends might hereafter bellow on her, when time had recon- 
ciled them to her clandeftine marriage. Steevens. 

Perhaps we fhould read — only (or prorogation. Maloni. 

' ' the fault and glimpfc of newnt/s ; ] fault and glimp/e have 
fo little relation to each other, that both can fcarcely be right: we 
may read fla/h for fault: or, perhaps, we may read, 

Whether it be the fault or glimp/e 

That is, whether it be the feeming enormity of the action, or the 
glare of new authority. Yet the fame fenfe follows in the next 
lines. Johnson. 

Fault, I apprehend, does not refer to any enormous act done by 
the deputy, (as Dr. Johnfon fecms to have thought,) but to neiv- 
ne/s. The fault and glimp/e is the fame as the faulty glimp/e. And 
the meaning feems to be — Whethtr it be the. .fault of newnefs, a 
/ault arifing from the mind being dazzled by a novel authority, of 
which the new governor has yet had only a glimpfc , — has ytt taken 
only a hajly Jwrvty , or wkttktr t 8cc. Shakipcaie has many fimiUr 
c*prcfiions. Malone. 
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Which have, like unfeour'd armour, * hung by the 

wall 

So long, that nineteen zodiacks have gone round, 3 
And none of them been worn ; and, for a name, 
Now puts the drowfy and negle&ed a<5l 
Freflilv on me: 4 — 'tis, furelv, for a name. 

Lucio. I warrant, it is: and thy head flands fo 
tickle 1 on thy fhoulders, that a milk-maid, if Hie 
be in love, my figh it off. Send after the duke, 
and appeal to him. 

Claud. I have done fo, buthe's not to be found. 
I pr'ythec, Lucio, do me this kind fcrvke: 

• like unfeour'd armour,] So, in Troilus and Crejfida: 

« k Like rufy mail in monumental mockery. " SiEEvess. 

1 So long, that nineteen zodiacks have gone round,] The Duke, ia 
the fcene immediately followiug, fays: 

Wfiuh for thtjt iourteeu years we have let Jlif. 

Theobald. 

- 4 But this new governor 

Aw.ik.cj me all the curolled penalties 

Which have, like unjeour'd armour, hung by the wall 

6o long, ■ 

Js'jw puts the drowfy and neglefied aft 

trrjlily on me:} Lord Strafford , in the condufion of hit 
Defence in the Houfc of Lordi, had, perhaps, thefc line* in hit 
thoughts : 

K It is now full two hundred and forty years fincc any man 
was touched for this alleged crime, to this height, before inyfelf. 
■ — Let us reft contented with that which our fathers have left 
us ; and not awake thofc Jleeping lions, to our own deftrudion, by 
Taking up a Jew mufy records, that have lain Jo many ages by tht 
wails, quite forgotten and neglcllrd." Malone. 

» Jo tickle __ ] i. e. ticklifti. This word is frc^ntly ufed 

by our old dramatic authors. So'/ in the true tragedy oj Marius 
* H cilia, 1594: 

a — - - lords of Afia 
11 Have ftood on tickle terms. " 
4S" n » in the Widow's trars, by Chapman, i6i»: 

•t _ upon as tickle a pin as the needle of a dial. " 

Steeven*. 
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This day my filler fhould the cloifter enter, 
And there receive her approbation: * 
Acquaint her with the danger of my flate ; 
Implore her, in my voice, that flic make friends 
To the ftrict deputy, bid herfelf alfay him ; 
I have great hope in that : for in her youth 
There is a prone and fpeechlefs dialecl, 7 

. « her approbation: ] i. e. enter on her probation, oxnovicialf. 

So again, in this play : 

11 I, in probation of a fifterhood. " .■ 

Again, id The Mtrry Devil of Edmonton, 1608: 

11 Madam, for a twelvemonth's approbation, 

11 We mean to make the trial of our child. " Malone. 

* . ■ prone and fpeecktejs dialeft, ] I can fcarccly tell what 

signification to give to the word pront. Itl primitive and Mandated 
fenfel are well known. The author may , by a prone dialed, 
mean a dialed which mean ate prone to regard, or a dialed natural 
and unforced, as thofe adions fcem to which we arc prone. Either 
of thefe intcrprctatioui is futile ie oily drained; but fuch didortion 
of words is not uncommon in our author, tor the fake of an cafier 
fenfe , we may read : 

■ in her youth 

There is • pow'r, and fpeachlefs dialed, 
Suck as moves men; 
Or thus : 

There is a prompt and fpeechlefs dialcQ. JOHNSON. 

Pront, perhaps, may (land for humble , at a pront pojlurt it 0 
fojure of j-.t t '..cation. 

So, in Tht Opportunity, by Shitley, 1640: 

ii You have proftrate language. " 
The fame thought occurs in Tht Winttr's Talt: 
11 The filence often of pure innocence 
11 Peifuades, when fpeaking fails. " 
c Sir W. D'Avtnant, in his alteration of the play, changes front 
to fweet. I mention fome of his variations, to (hew that what 
appear difficulties to us, were difficulties to him, who, living 
nearer the time of Shakfpcare. might be fuppofed to have under, 
flood his language more intimately. Steevens. 

Prone, f believe, it ufed here for prompt, fgnifcant, txfrtjfivt 
(though fpeechlefs), as in our author's Rape of Lucre ct it means 
ardent, head-Jlrong, rufhing forward to its objed : 

(i O that front luE fhould fUia fo pure a bed!" 
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Snch as moves men; bcfide, fhe hath profperons art 
When fhe will play with reafon and difcourfe, 
And well fhe can perfuade. 

Lucio. I pray, ftie may: as well for the encou- 
ragement of the like, which elfe would (land under 
grievous impofition; 8 as for the enjoying of thy 
life, who I would be forry fhould be thus foolifhly 
loft at a game of tick-tack. 9 I'll to her. 

Claud. I thank you, good friend Lucio. 

Lucio. Within two hours, 

Claud. Come, officer, away. [Exeunt* 

S C E N E IV. 

A Monajlery. 

«- 

Enter Duke, and Friar Thomas. 

Duke. No; holy father; throw away that 
thought; 

Believe not that, the dribbling dart of love 

Can pierce a complete bofom: * why I deure thee 

Again, in Cymbeline : « Unlefs a man would marry a gallows, 
and beget young gibbets, I never faw any one fo prone. " 

Malonc. 

• Under grievous impofition ;] I once thought it (hould be influ- 
x/on, but the prefent reading is probably right. The crime would 
he under grievous penalties impofed. Johnson. 

9 lojl at a game of tick-tack.1 Tick-tack is a game at 

tables. ,. Jouer au trictrac is ufed in French, in a wanton 
fenfe. Malone. 

The fame phrafe , in Lucio** fportive fenfe, occurs in Lufip 
Juventus. Steevens. 

» Believe not that the dribbling dart of love 

Can pierce a complete bofom :) Think not that a breaft compleatlp 
armed can be pierced by the dart of love , that comes fluttering 
tviihout fore: Johnson. 
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To give me fecret harbour, hath a purpofe 
More grave and wrinkled than the aims and endt 
Of burning youth. 

Fri. May your grace fpeak of it ? 

Du&E. My holy fir, none better knows than you 
How I have ever lov'd the life remov'd; 1 
And held in idle price to haunt afTemblies , 
Where youth, and coft, and witlefs bravery 4 keeps." 
I have deliver d to lord Angelo 
(A man of ftri&ure, and firm abllinence,) 6 

3 i the life remov'd ;] i. e. a life of retirement, a life remote, 
or removed, from the buflle of the world. 

So , in the Prologue to Milton's Mafque at Ludlow Cajle : 1 
mean the MS. copy in the Library of Trinity College , Cam- 
bridge : 

u I was not fent to court your wonder 

u With diftant worlds, and ftrange removed climes. H 

Steevens. 

4 witlefs bravery — ] Bravery , in the prefent inflancc, 

ngnifies fhowy drefs. So , in The Taming of a Shrew : 

1 si With fcarfs, and fans, and double change of bravery" 

Steevens. 

1 heps.] i. e. dwells, reGdes. In this fenfe it is ftill ufed 

at Cambridge, where the ftudents and fellows, referring to their 
collegiate apartments, always fay they keep, i. e. refide there. Reed. 

< A man of Arifiure , and firm abjinence ,] StriBurc makes no 
fenfe in this place. We fhould read : 

A man of ftrifi ure ani Jirm abjiintnee. 
i. e. a man of the ena&ejl con'dutt, and practifed in the fubdual of 
'his pamons. Ure 'mn old word for ufe, practice: fo enur'd, haku- 
tuated to. Warburton. 

StriSurt may eafily be ufed for JlriBnefs ; ure is indeed an old 
word, but, I think, always applied to things, never to perfons. 

JOHNSON. 

Sir W. D'Avenant, in his alteration of this play, reads, JlriBnefs. 
Ure is fometimes applied to perfons , as well as to things. So, ia 
the Old Interlude of Tom Tyler and his Wife , 1661 : 

h So (hall I be fure 

«• To keep him in urr." 
The fame word occurs in Promos and Caffandra , 1578; 

i« The crafty man oft puts thefe wrongs in strr." 

fcrsmnq 



• 
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My ablolntc power and place here In Vienna, 
And he fuppofes me travelTd to Poland ; 
For fo 1 have krew'd tin the common ear, 
And fo it is received : Now, pious lir. 
You will demand of me. why 1 do this ? 
Fri. Gladlv, my lord. 

Duke. We have flrift flatutes, and moil biting 
laws, 

(The needful bits and curbs for head-ftrong 

flecds,) 6 

Which for thefe fourteen years we have let fleep ; 7 

6 The uttdful bill *nd curbs for head-pong fteeds ,] In the 
copies , 

The needful bits and curbs for head-Jlrong weeds. 
There is no manner of analogy or confonance in the metaphors 
here: and, though the copies agree, 1 do not think the author 
would have talked of bits and curbs for weeds. On the other 
hand, nothing can be more proper , than to compare perfons of 
tinbridlri licentioufnefs to head-ftrong Jiccds : and, in this view, 
bnuling the pojiorts has been a phrafe adopted by our beft poets. 

Thkobald. 

7 Which far thefe fourteen years toe have let flccp ;] Thus the 
old copy: which alfo reads,— 

„ wc have let ///>." Sttevess. 

For fourteen I have made no Temple to replace nineteen. The rcafon 
will be obvious to him who recollch v.- hat the Duke Claudio ] has 
faid in a foregoing fcene. 1 have altered the odd puafe of" letting 
the laws (lip :" for how does it fort with the companion that follows, 
ol a lion in his cave th«u went not out to prey ? But letting the 
laws Jltfpi adds a particular propriety to the thing rcprefented, and 
accords exactly too with the hmile. It is the mcUpiior too, that 
our author fecms fond of uhng upon this octahou , in fcveral other 
paflages of this plav : 

The law hntk'-Aot hen dead, though it hath flcpt ; 

'Tis now awake. 

And , fo again : 

but this new governor 

Awakes me all the enrolled penalties} 

and for a name , 

Jfow puts the drowfy and neglecled ad 
frejhtjcnnt* Thiobajld. 



» 
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Even like an o'er-grown lion in a cave, 
That goes not out to prey : Now, as fond fathers 
Having bound up the threatening twigs of birch, 
Only to flick it in their children's fight, 
For terror, not to ufe ; in time the rod 
Becomes more mock'd, than fear'd : 8 fo our de- 
crees, 

Dead to infli£tion, to thcmfelves are dead; 
And liberty plucks juftice by the nofc ; 
The baby beats the nurfe, * and quite athwart 
Goes all decorum. 

Fri. It retted in your gTace 

To unloofe this tied-up juflice, when you pleas'd: 

The latter emendation may derive fupport from a pafJage ia 
Hamltt I 

n ti ■ How Hand I then, 

it That have a father kill'd, a mother ftain'd, 
it Excitement} of my rcafon and my blood, 
ii And let all Jeepf" 
If flip be the true reading, (which, however, I do not believe,) 
the fenfe may be, — which for thefe fourteen years we have fullerce! 
to pafs unnoticed*, unobfervedt for fo the fame phrafe is uled ia 
Twelfth Nigkt: — ii Let him let thfs matter Jltp, and I'll give him 
my horfe, grey Capulet. " 

Mr. Theobald altered fourteen to nineteen, to make the Duke*f 
account correfpond with a fpeech of Claudio's in a former fienc, 
but without neccflity. Uaudio would naturally reprejent the period 
during which the law had net been put in praQice, greater than ii 
really was. MALONE. 

Theobald'* correction is mifplaced. If any correction is really 
neceflary, it fhould have been made where Claudio, in a foregoing 
fcene, fays nineteen years. I am difpofed to take the Duke'a 
words. VVhalley. 

8 Becomes moremock'd, than frar' d : 1 Becomes was added by Mr. 
Pope, to reftore f«*nfe to the paffage, foroe fuch word having been, 
left out. Steevens. 

9 The baby beats the nurfe, ] This allufion was borrowed from an 
ancient print, entitled The World turn'd vpfidt down, where aa 
infant it tbu» employed. Stiivem. 
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And it in you more dreadful would have fecm*d, 
, Than in lord Angelo. 

Duke. I do fear, too dreadful: 

Sitb * 'twas my fault to give the people fcopc, 
'Twould be my tyranny to (hike, and gall them, 
For what 1 bid them do : For we bid this be done, 
When evil deeds have their permiffive pafs, 
And not the puniflimcnt. Therefore, indeed, my 
father, 

I have on Angelo impos'd the office ; 

Who may, in the ambufh of my name, flrikc home, 

And yet my nature never in the fight, 

To do it flander : * And to behold his fway, ' 

I will, as 'twere a brother of your order, 

Vifitboth prince and people : therefore, Ipr'ythee, 

Supply me with the habit, and inftrucl me 

How I may formally in perfon bear 1 me 

» Silh — ] i.e. fince. Steevpns. 

1 To do it Jlander:] The text flood: 

So do in Jlandtr : 

Sir Thomas Hanmer has very well correded it thus : 

To do it Jlandtr ; 

Yet perhaps lefs alteration might have produced the true 
reading : 

And ytt my nature never, in tkt Jight, 

So doing flandertd : ■ 
And yet my nature never fuller flauder, by doing any open ads of 
fevcrity. JOHNSON. 

The old text flood, 

in the fgkl 

T$ do in flander: — — 
Hanmer' s emendation is fupported by a paffage in King Henry IV. 
ft If 

n Do me no Jlander, Douglas, 1 dare fight. " S i e evens. 

Fight Teems to be countenanced by the words embtjh juud IriAe. 
Sight was introduced by Mr. Pope. Maloni. . 

I in per/on bear — ] Mr. Pope reads. 

my perfon bear. 



\ 
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■ 

Like a true friar. Morereafons for this a&ion, 
At our more leifure (hall I render you ; 
Only, this one: — Lord Angelo is pr^ecife ; 
Stands at a guard 4 with envy; fcarce confeffes 
That his blood flows, or that his appetite 
Is more to bread than (lone : Hence fhall we fee, 
If power change purpofe, what our feemers be. 

[Exeunt, 

SCENE V. 
A tfunncry. 
Enter Isabella and Francisca. 

Isab. And have you nuns no further privileges? 

FRAN. Are not thefe large enough ? 

Isab. Yes, truly: 1 fpeak not as deGring more; 
But rather wiming a more ftricl rcftraint 
Upon the fifler-hood, the votarifls of faint Clare. 

Lucio. Ho! Peace be in this place! [ Within] 

Isab. Who's that which calls ? 

i 

Perhaps the word which 1 have inferted in the text, had dropped 
out while the (beet was at prefs. A fimilar phrafc occurs in The 
TtmpeJ : 

ii ■ fome good inftru&ion give 

it How I may bear me here. " 
Sir W. D'Aven.int reads, in his alteration of the play : 
/ may in per/on a true friar feem. 
The fenfe of the paflagc (as Mr. Henley obferves) is — How I 
may demean myfelj, Jo ai to Juppor{ the tkarader J have ajumed. 

Stievens. 

4 Stands ai a guard — ] Stands on terms of defiance. 

Johnson. 

This rather mens, to ftand cautioufly on his defence^ than on 
terms of dchance. M. Mason. 

Vol. VI. D 
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Fran. It is a mans voice: Gentle Ifabella, 
Turn you the key, and know his bufmefs of him ; 
You may, I may not; you are yet unfworn : 
When you have vow'd, you mull not fpeak with 
men, 

But in the prefence of the priorefs : 
Then, if you fpcak, you mud not fliow your face ; 
Or, if you fliow your face, you mufl not fpcak. 
He calls again; I pray you, anfwcr him. 

[Exit Francisca. 
Isab. Peace and profperity ! Who is't that calls ? 

» 

Enter Lucio. 

Lucio. Hail, virgin, if you be; as thofc check- 
rofes 

Proclaim you are no lcfs ! Can you fo (lead me, 

As bring me to the fight of Ifabclla, 

A novice of this place, and the fair fifter 

To her unhappy brother Claudio? 

Isab. Why her unhappy brother? letmealk; 
The rather, for 1 now mud make you know 
I am that Ifabella, and his fifter. 

Lucio. Gentle and fait , your brother kindly 
greets you : 
Not to be weary with you, he's in prifon. 

Isab. Woe me! For what? 

Lucio. For that^ which, if myfelf might be his 
judge, 5 

He fliould receive his punifliment in thanks : 
He hath got his friend with child. 

I For that, which, if myfelf might be his judge, J Perhaps thefe 
words were tranfpofed at the prefs. The feufe feemi to require — 
That, for which, 8cc. Malone. 
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Isab. Sir, make mc not your ftory. 6 
Li;cio. It is true. 

I would not 7 — though 'tis my familiar fin 

• — — make me not your Jlcry.] Do not, l»y deceiving me, ronke 
me a fubjed for a laic. JoHr^sos. 

Perhaps only, Do not divert your/elf with me, as you would with 
« Jitry , do not make me the fubjed of your drama. Benedick talks 
of becoming — the argument of his own*f< orn. \ 

Sir \\\ D'Avenant reads —Jtirn itillcad of ftory. 

After all, the irregular phraie [me, kc] that perhaps, obfeurcs 
this palTa^e, occurs frequently in our author, and particularly in 
the next fecne, where Efcalus fays; u Come mt to what was done 
to her." — »t Make me not your Uory," mav therefore fignify — 
invent not ycur jlory on purpoje to decev-e me. n // is true," in Lucio's 
reply, means — What I have already told you, is true. Steevens. 

Mr. Ritfon explains thispafTage, •< do not make a yjl of me." Reed. 

I have no doubt that we ought to read [as I have printed,) Sir, 
mnck me not; — your ftory. 

So , in Macbeth : 

11 Thou com'ft to ufe thy tongue : — thy jlory quickly." 

In King Lear we have — ci Pray, do not mock me." 
f befrechyon, Sir, (fays Ifabel) do not play upon my fears; referre 
this idle talk for fome other occ.ifion ; — proceed at once to your 
tale. Lucio's fubfequent words , [i» 'Tis true — i. c. you are tight; 
] thank you for reminding me ;] which , as the text has been hitherto 
[ rioted had no meaning , are then pertinent and clear. Mr. Pope 
was fo fenliLlc of the impofhbilitv ol reconciling them to what 
preceded in the old copy, that he fairly omitted them. 

What Ifabclla favs afterwards, fully fupports this emendation : 
m You do bhifphemc the good, in mocking inc." 

I have obfcrved that almoft every palla^c in our author, in which 
there is either a brokcp fpcech, or a fudden tranhtion without a con- 
netting particle, has been corrupted by the carclclfnefs of cither 
the transcriber or compohtor. Sec a note on Love's Labour's Lojt, 
Act. II. fc. i: 

it A man of — fovercign , peerlefs, he's etteem'd." 
And another on Corijlanus, Ad I. fc. iv : 

it You fhames of Rome! you herd of — Boils and plagues 
ic Plafler you o'er!" Malone. » 

7 / would not — ] i. e. Be allured, I would not mock you. So 
afterwards: 14 Do not believe it:" i. e. Do not fuppofe that I 
would mock you. Malone. 

I am fatished with the fenfc afforded by the old punctuation. 

Stkeven*. 

D 2 
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With maids to fccm the lapwing,' and to jeft, 
Tongue far from heart, — play with all virgins fo 
1 hold you as a thing enfky'd, and fainted ; 

t 'fit my f+niliar jm 

With maids to Jttm the lapwing,] The Oxford editor's note ok 
this pafTagc is in thefe words: The lapwings Jiy , with feemimg fright 
and anxiety. Jar from their nejh , to deceive thefe who Jeek their young. 
And do not all other birds do the fame ? But what has this to do 
with ihe infidelity of a gencial lover, to whom this bird is compared ? 
It is another quality of the lapwing that is hc*e alluded to, vir. its 
perpetually living fo low and fo near the paflenger, that he thinks 
he ha*, it, and then is fuddenly gone again. This made it a pro- 
verbial expreffion to figuifv a lover's falfhood : and it feems to be 
a very old one; for Chaucer, in his Plowman's Tale, fays: 

ii — And lapwings that well conith lie." Warburton. 

The modern editors have not taken in the whole fimilitude 
here : they have taken notice of the lightnefs of a fpark's beha- 
viour to his miftrefs , and compared it to the lapwings hovering 
and fluttering as it flies. But the chief, of which no notice is 

taken, is, — ti *nd to j'Jl." (Sec Ray's Proverbs) •« The laf- 

wing cries, tongue far from heart." i. e. moft fartheft from the neft, 
i. c. She is, as Shakfpeare has it here, — Tongue far from heart. 
i> The farther fhe is from her neft, where her heart is with her 
young ones, fhe is the louder, or perhaps all tongue." Smith. 

Shakfpeare has an cxprefhon of the like kind , in his Comtdy of 
Errors : 

ti J dr. Far from her neft the lapwing cries away; 

ii My heart prays for him, though my tongue do curie." 
We meet with the fame thought in Lyly's Campafpe , i5S4; from 
whence Shakfpeare mfght boitow it: 

•i Alex. you rcfernblc the lapwing, who rricth moft where 

her neft is not, and f o , to lead me from cfpying your love for 
Campafpc, you cry Timoclca." Grey. 

9 / would not though 'lis my familiar fin 

With maids to Jtem the lapwing, and to jtji. 

Tongue far from heart , — play with all vitgir.s fo : See] This paf- 
fage has been pointed in the modern editions thus : 

'lis true: — I would not (though 'tis my familiar fsti 
With maids to fetm the lapwing, and to jefl , 
Tongue far from heart) play with all virgins fo : 
4 hold you , &c. 

According to this punauation, Lucio is made to deliver a fen- 
timent diredly opposite to that which the auihor intended. Though 
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By your renouncement, an immortal fpirit; 
And to be talk'd with in fincerity, 
As with a faint. 

Isab. You do blafphcmc the good, in mocking me. 

Lucio. Do not believe it. Fewncfs and truth, * 
'tis thus: 

Your brother and his lover ' have embrae'd : 

As thofe that feed grow full; as bloffoming time, 4 

lis my common practice to jejl with and to dec five all virgins, »I would 
not Jo play with all virgins. 

The fenfe, as 1 have regulated my text, appears to me clear and 
eafy. 'lis very true, (lays lie) / ought indeed, as you Jay, to 
proceed at once to my Jlory. Bi ajfured , I would not mock yow 
Though it is my familiar practice to jeft with maidens, and, like 
the lapwing, to deceive them by my infincerc prattle, though, J fay, 
it is my ordinary and habitual praltue to (port in this manner with 
all virgins, yet I Jliould never think of trealivg you Jo; for I confider 
you, in confequence of your having renouueed the world, as an 
immortal fpirit, as one to whom I ought to fpcak. with as much 
fincerity as if I were add reding a faint. Malune. 

Mr. Malone complains of a contradiction which I cannot ftnd in 
the fpeech of Lucio. He has not faid that it is his practice to jeft 
with and deceive all virgins. «« Though (fays he) is is my 
practice with maids to fcem the lapwing, I would not play with all 
virgins f o ; " meaning that fhe herfelf is the exception to his ufual 
practice. Though he has treated other women with levity, he is 
lenous in his addrefs to her. Steevens. 

* Fewncfs and truth, 8cc. ] i. e. in Jew words , and thofe true 
ones. In Jew, is many times thus ufed by Shakfpeare. Steevens. 

1 Tour brother and his lover — J i. e. his miftrefs ; lover, in our 
author's time, being applied to the female as well as the male fex. 
Thus, one of his poems, containing the lamentation of a deferted 
maiden, is entitled, cl A Lover's Complaint. " 

So, in Tarleton's N ewes out of Purgatory, bl. 1. no date : he 

Qude the fetch, and perceived that all this while this was his lover's 
hufband, to whom he had revealed thefe efcapes. " Malone. 

4 as blojfoming time, 

That from the Jeednejs the bare fallow brings 

To teeming foifon; tvtn fo — ] At the fentence now ftands, it 
is apparently ungrammatical. I read, 
At blojfoming time, fcc. 

D 3 
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That iihm the fcednefs the bare fallow brings 
To teeming foifon ; even To her plenteous womb 
Lxpreiieth his fall tilth and hulbandry. 

ISAB. Some one with child by him ? — My coufin 
Juliet? 

Llcio. Is flic your coufin? 

Isal. Adoptedly ; as IchouUmaids change their 
names, 

By vain though apt afTe&ion. 

l.UCio. She it is. 

IsaS. O, let him marry her ! 

LUCIO. • * This is the point. 

The duke is very fliangely gone from hence: 
Bore many gentlemen, myfclf being one, 
In hand, and hope of adion : * but we do learn 

That is, At thtj that feed giow full, Jo her xvonb now at blolToming 
time, at that time through u huk the Jeed time pidcedi to the harveji, 
her womb ihows what ha* been doing, l.ucio ludicroufly calU prcg- 
naucy Hejfcming time, the time whcir^iuit il piomifcd, though not 
yet ripe. Johnson. 

Inftc.id ol that, we may read — doth ; and, inftcad of brings^ 
bring, j-oizen is plenty. So, in The Tempejl : 

m nature fhould bring forth, 

Of its own kind, all jvnon, " kc. 
Terming jciion, is abundant produce. SrEEVENS. . 

'the paflage fcenis to me to requite no amendment; and the 
meaning ol it is this: >> As blofioming time proves the good tillage 
of the fannrr, fo the fertility of her womb cxprcflcs Claudio's 
full tilth aud hulbaodry. " By blcjfoming time is meant, the time 
when the ears of corn are formed. M. Mason. 

This femence, as Dr.Johnfon has obferved, is apparently un- 
grammatital. 1 fufped two half lines have been loll. Perhaps 
however an impelled fentence was intended, of which there are 
many inftautes in thefc plays: — or, as might have been ufed in 
ihr lenfe of tike. Tilth is Ullage. 

So. in our -author's 3d Sonnet: 

li For who is fhe fo fair, whofe uncar'd womb 

»• Difdains the tillage of thy hulbandry ? " MALOMI, 

6 Bnrr many gentlemen, 

Jr. hani t and hope pj aclicr. : 1 1c bear in hand is a common 
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By thofc that know the very nerves of flate,' 
His givings out were of an infinite diftance 
From his true-meant dcfign. Upon his place, 
And with full line 7 of his authority, 
Governs lord Angelo ; a man , whofe hlood 
Is very fuow-broth ; one who never feels 
The wanton flings and motions of the lenfe ; 
J^ut doth rebate and blunt his natural edge 
With profits of the mind , Rudy and fail. 
He (to give fear to ufe 1 and liberty. 
Which have, for long, run by the hideous law, 
As mice by lions,) hath pick'd out an acl, 
Under whole heavy fenfe your brother's life 
Falls into forfeit : he arrefts him on it ; 
And follows clofe the rigour of the flatute, 
To make him an example: all hope is gone, 
Unlefs you have the grace 9 by your fair prayer 
To foften Angelo : and that's my pith 
Of bufmefs * 'twixt you and your poor brother. 
Isab. Doth he fo fcek his life ? 

• i 

phrafe for to keep in expectation and dependence ; but we fliould 
read : 

with hope of adion. Johnson. 

So , in Macbeth : . 

u How you were borne in hand," See. Stieveni. 

1 with full line — ] With full extent, with the whole length. 

Johnson. 

* — — to give fear to ufe To intimidate ufe, that is, pra&kei 

long countenanced by cuftom. Johnjon. 

9 Unlefs you have the grace — ] That is, the acceptablenefs , the 
power of v;aintng favour. So , when fhe makes her fuit, the provoft 

fa y ,: . , . ' . 

it Heaven rive thee moving graces ! Johnson. 

* my pith 

Of bufmefs — ] The inmoft part, the main of my meffage. 

JOHNSON. 

S« , in Hamlet : 

»• And enterprise; of grot pith and moment." Steeven«. 

D 4 
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Lucio. Has cenfur'd him 3 

Already ; and, as I hear, the provofl. hath 
A warrant for his execution. 

Isab. Alas ! what poor ability's in me 
To do him good ? 

I.ucio. AMay the power you have. 

Isab. My power! Alas! I doubt, — 

Lucio. Our doubts are traitors, 

And make us lofe the good we oft might win, 
By fearing to attempt : Go to lord Angelo, 
And let him learn to know, when maidens fue, 
Men give like gods ; but when they weep and 

kneel, , 
All their petitions are as freely theirs 4 
As they themfelvcs would owe them. s 

Isab. FU fee what I can do. 

Lucio. But, fpeedily. 

3 Has cenfur'd Aim — ] i. e. fentenred him. So, in Oikfilo : 
u 10 you, lord governor, 

u Remains the ern/ure of this hcllifli villain." Sielvens. 
Wc fhould read, I think.. He has cenfured him, &c. In the 
Mfs. pf our author's time, and frequently in the printed copy of 
thefc plays, he has, when intended to be contia&ed , it written — 
h'as. Hence probably the miflake here. 
So, \n Othello, 4to. 1622: 

ic And it is thought abroad , that 'twixt my fheets 
»i H'as done my office." 
Again, in All's well that ends well, p. 847, folio i6j3, we find 
H'as twice, for He has. Sec alfo Twelfik-Night , p. 258, edi:. , 
i623 : »* — A'aibeen told fo," for uhe hat been told fo." 

Malone. 

4 All their petitions are as freely theirs — ] All their rcquefh arc 
as freely granted to them , arc granted in as full and beneficial a 
manner, as they themfelvcs vould wilh. The editor of the fecond 
folio arbitrarily reads—, as truly theirs ; which has been followed in 
all the fubfequent copies. Malone. 

1 ... ■ would owe them.] To oiue , fignifies in this place, as its 
many others, to pofltfs, to have. Steevins. 
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Isab. I will about it ftraight ; 
No longer flaying but to give the mother 6 
Notice of my affair. I humbly thank you: 
Commend me to my brother: foon at night 
I'll fend him certain word of my luccefs. 

Lucio. I take my leave of you. 

Isab. Good (ir, adieu. 

[ Exeunt. 



A C T II. SCENE I. 

A Hall in Angelo> HouJc. 

Enter Angelo, Escalus, a Juflice, Provofl, 7 
Officers, and other Attendants. 

Ang. We mtifl not make a fcarc-crow of the law, 
Setting it up to fear the birds of prey, * 

6 ■ ■ the mother ] The abbefs, or priorefs. Johnson. 

T Provojl, ] A Provoft martial , Min/kifu explains, 4. Prevoft 
des marefchaux: Prarfcflus rervm ca^iiaimm , Prxtor rcrum < a- 
pitalium." Reed. 

A provojl is generally the executioner of an army. So, In the 
Famous Hijory of Tho. Stukely, i6o5, bl. 1 : 

(i Provojl, lay iron* upon him, and take him to your charje. " 
Again, in The Virgin Martyr, by Mafiinger: 
«t Thy provojl, to fee execution done 
■ I On thefc bafe Cliriflians in Cxlarea. " Steevens 

A pril'on for military offenders it at this day, in fome placet, 
called the Prevot. Maloke. 

1 The Provojt here, is not a military ojficer, but a kind of ftieriff 
or gaoler, lb called in foreigu countries. Dover.. 

8 to fear the birth of prey, } To /far is to alright, to terrify. 

So, in The Merchant of Firmer: 

»« ■ this afpcS of mine 

n Hath feor'd the valiant. " Steevens. 
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And let it keep one fliapc, till cuftom make it 
Their perch, and not their terror. 

Escal. Ay, but yet 

Let us be keen, and rather cut a little, 
Than fell, and bruife to death: * Alas ! this gentle- 
man. 

Whom I would favc, had a mod noble father. 
Lei but your honour know, * 
(Whom I believe to be mod {trait in virtue,) 
That, in the working of your own affections, 
Had time coher'd with place, or place with wifliing, 
Or that the relolute acting of your blood 
Could have attain'd the effect of your own purpofe. 
Whether you had not fomctime in your life 
Err'd in this point which now you cenfure him, 1 
And pulTd the law upon you. 

9 than fall, and hruife to death:} 1 thould rather read Jell, i. e. 
flrikc covsu. So, in Timon cj Athens: 
All five thee, 
.t 1 jell with curies. " Warrurton. 
Fall is the old reading, and the true otic. Shakfpeaie hat ufed 
Uic fame verb aflive in The Comedy of Errors : 
ii — — as eafy niay'ft thou jail 
ii A drop of water,". ■ 
i. e. let fall. So, in As you LUc it: 
it - the executioner 

it f alls not the axe upon the humbled neck. " Stfevini. 

Than fall, and bruife to death:] i. «. fall the axe ; or rather, let 

the criminal fall, Sec. Malone. 

* Let but your honour know,] To Inow it here to examine, to 
take toguiftnee. So, in A Midfummer Night's Dream : 

•i Therefore, fair Hermia, qucftion your defifes; 
t i Know of your youth, examine well your blood. " JOHNSON. 
3 Lrr'd in this point, u hich now you cenjurt Aim, ] Some word fecrai 
to be wanting to make this line fenfe. Perhaps, we Ihould read: 
«t Err'd in thil point which now you cenfure him/«r. Steivens. 

The fenfe undoubtedly requires, « which now you cenfure 

him/or," but the text certainly appears as the poet left it. I have 
clfewhcre ihewn that he frequently ufes thefe elliptical* exprcflions. 

Malonb. 
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Ang. Tis one thing to be tempted, Efcalns, 
Another thing to fall. I not deny, 
The jury, palling on the prifoner's life, 
May, in the fvvorn twelve, have a thief or two 
Guiltier than him they try : What's open made to 
juflicc. 

That juflice feizes. 4 What know the laws. 
That thieves do pafs on thieves ? 5 'Tis very preg- 
nant, * 

The jewel that we find, we ftoop and take it, 
Becaufc we fee it ; but what we do not fee, 
Wc tread upon, and never think of it. 
You may not fo extenuate his offence, 
For I have had 7 fuch faults ; but rather tell me, 
When I, that cenfure him, do fo offend, 
Let mine own judgement pattern out my death, 
And nothing come in partial. Sir, he mud die. 

Escal. Be it as your wifdomwiil. 

Ang. Where is the provoft? 

4 That jf'JlUe f tilts.] For trie fake of metre, I think we fhould 
read, — feizes on; or, perhaps, we fhould regulate the paflagc ihu»: 
Guiltier than him thryt.y: What's open made 
To jnjice, jufici fehes. What know , i:c. STECVCNS. 
' ■ What know the laws, 

That thieves do pafs on thieves?] How can the adminiftrators 
of the laws lake cognizance of what I have juft mentioned ? How 
tan they know, whether the jurymen who decide on the life or 
death of thieves Lc thcmfe'.ves as criminal as thofc whom they tiy ? 
To paji on is a foreuGck term. Malum. 
So, in Ki»g Lear, Aci. III. fc. vii: 

u Though well we may not pafs upon his life." 
See my note on this paflagc Srf.EVtss. 

6 'Tis very pregnant,] *Tis plain that we muft aft with bad as 
with good ; we punifh ihc faults, as we take the advantages that lie 
in our way, and what wc do not lee wc cannot note. 

JOHNSOW. 

7 For I have had — ] That is, btcavfe, h rtofon that I have had 
fuch faults. Johnson. 
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Prov. Here, if it like your honour. 

Ang. Sec that Claudio 

Be executed by nine to-morrow morning: 
Bring him his confclTor, let him be prepaid ; 
For that's the utmoft of his pilgrimage. 

[ Exit Provoft. 

Escal. Well, heaven forgive him! and forgive 
us all! 

Some rife by fin, and fome by virtue fall : 
Some run from brakes of vice, and anfwer none ; 
And fome condemned for a fault alone. 8 



* Some rife, Sec. ] This line it in the fir A folio printed in Italici 
»• a quotation. All the folios read in the next line : 
Some run from brakes of ice, and anfwer nont. 

Johnson. 

The old reading is, perhaps, the true one, and may mean, fome 
run away Jrom danger, ar.d Jay to anfuer none of thtir faults, wktljl 
ethers an condemned only on account of a fnigle frai'ly. 
If this be the true reading, it fhodd be printed: 

Some run from breaks [ i. e. fiadures ] of tie, Sec. 
Since I fuggeftcd this, I have found reafon to change my opinion. 
A brakt anciently meant not only a Jl<arp lit, a fnaffle, but alio the 
engine with which farriers confined die legs of fuch unruly horics 
as would not otherwifc fubmit themietvet to he fhod, or to have a 
cruel operation performed on them. This, in fome plates is ftill 
called a faith*! brake. In this laft fenfc, Bcu Jonfon uics the word 
in his Undetwoods : 

•i And not think, he had eat a Hake, 

M Or were fet up in a hiaic. " 
And , for the former fenfe , fee The Siier.t Woman , A& IV. 
Again, for the latter fenfe, titjjy SAmbois, by Chapman: 

it Or, like a ftrumpet, learn to fet my face 

i< In an eternal brake. 
Again, in 7 he Opportunity, by Shiiley, 1640: 

11 He u fallen into fome brake, lome wench has tied him by the 
legs. " 

Again, in Holland' i Leaguer, jf>33 : 
•i her m make 

u A flale, to catch this courtier in a brake. " 
I offer thefe quotations, which may prove of ufe to fome more 
fortunate conjcQurer; but am able myfclt to derive very little from 
them to fuit the paffagc before us. 
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Enter ElroW, Froth, Clown, Officers, be. 



Elb. Come, bring them away : if thefc be good 
people in a common-weal, that do nothing but ufe 

I likewife find from Holinfhcd, p. 670, that the irake wai-uu 
engine of toituic. «» The faid Hawkins was caft into the Tower, 
and at length brought to the hrake y called the Duke of Exceftcr's 
daughter, by means of which pain he fhewed many things, " tec, 

II When the Dukes of Exeter and SuHolk ( fays Blackftoue, in 
his Commentarift, Vol. IV. chap. x*v. p. 3*o, 3at,) and other 
minifters of Hen. VI. had laid a delign to introduce the civil law 
into this kingdom as the rule of government , for a beginning 
thereof ihey creftcd a rack foY torture ; which was called in de- 
rihon the Duke of Exeter's Daughter, and dill remains in the 
Tower of London, where it was occafionally ufed as an engine of 
flare, not %f law, more than once in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. " 
See Coke's Inflit. 35. Bairington. 6g. 385. aud Fuller's Worthies, 
p. 317. 

A part of this horrid engine Hill rcmaini in the Tower, and the 
following is the figure of it: 




It confifts of a ftrong iron frame about fix feet long-, with three 
rollers of wood within it. The middle one of thefc, which has iron 
teeth at each end, is governed by two flops of iron, and was, 
probably, that part of the machine which fufpeoded the powers of 
the reft, when the unhappy fuffcrer was fumcicntly (trained by 
the cords, 8cc. to begin confefiion. I cannot conclude this 
account of it without coufeffing my obligation to Sir Charles 
Frederick, who politely condescended 'to dired my enquiries, while 
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their abufes in common honfes. I know no law: 
bring them away, 

^ 

his high command rendered every part of the Tower acceflible to 
my researches. 

I have fince obferved that, in Fox's Martyrs, edit. i5g6, p. 184?, 
there is a representation of the fame kind. To this aifo , Skelton, 
in his Why come ye not to Court, feems to allude: 
11 And with a cole rake 
1 1 Bruife them on a brake." 
If Shakfpeare alluded to this engine, the fenfe of the eoutcfird 
paffage will be : Some run more than once from engines of punijliment, 
And anjwtr no interrogatories : while feme are condemned to fujfer for 
0 Jingle trefpafs. 

It fhould not, however , be.diflerabled , that yet a plainer mean- 
ing may be deduced from the fame words. By brakrs oj vice may 
be meant a collection, a number, a thicket of vices. The fame 
image occurs in Daniel's Civil Wars , B. IV : 

11 Rufhing into the thickeft woods offpears, 

11 And brakes of fwords ," Sec. 
That a brake meaot a bufh , may be known from Drayton's poem 
on Mofes and his Miracles : 

11 Where God unto the Hebrew fpake, 

11 Appearing from the burning brake." 
Again , in The Mooncalf of the fame author : 

11 He brings into a brake of briars and thorn, 

m And fo entangles." 
Mr. Toilet is of opinion that, by brakes of vice, Shakfpeare means 
only the thorny paths of vice. 

So, in Ben Jonfon's Underwoods, Whalley's edit. Vol. VI. 
p. 367: 

11 Look at the falfe and cunning man , Sec. — 
11 Crufh'd in the fnakey brakes that he had pad." 

Steevens. 

The words— . anfwtr none (that is, make no confrjfton of gvilt^ 

•vidently fhew that brake of vice here means the engine of totlure. 

The fame mode of quejlion is again referred to in Act V : 

11 To the rack with him: we'll touze you joint by joint, 
11 But we will kuow this purpofe." 
The name of brake of vice, appears to have been given this 

machine, from its refcmblancc to that vjed to Jubluc vicious horjes ; 

to which Daniel thus refers : 

11 Lykc as the brake within the rider's haude 

11 Doth Jlraine the hoife nye wood with grief of paine, 

11 Not us'd before to come in fuch a band," Lc. 

Henley. 
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Ang. How now, fir! What's your name? and 
what's the matter? 

Elb. If it plcafe your honour, I am the poor 
duke's conflabl'e, and my name is Elbow ; I do lean 
upon juflice, fir, and do bring in here before your 
good honour two notorious benefactors. 

Ang. Benefactors? Well; what benefactors arc* 
they? are they not malefactors? 

Elb. If it plcafe your honour, I know not well 
what they are: but precife villains they are, that I 
am fuie of; and void of all profanation in the 
world ■ that sood chriflians ouehtto have. 

Escal. This comes off well ; 9 here's a wife officer, 

Ang. Go to< What quality are they of ? Elbow 
is your name? Why doft thou not (peak, Elbow? • 

Clo. He cannot, fir; he's out at elbow. 

- 

T am not fnmfied with either the old or prcfent readi:^ of tMs 
very difficult paflage ; yet have nothing better to propotc. The 
modern reading, vice , was introduced by Mr. Rowc. In King 
Hen,j VIII. we have 

u 'Tis but the fate of place, and the rough brake 
(i That virtue muft go through. " Malone. 

9 this cemfs ojf well;] This is nimbly fpoken ; this is volubly 
uttered. Johnson. 

The fame phrafe is employed in Timon of Athens, and elfewhere ; 
but in the prefent inflancc it is ufed ironically. The meaning of 
it, when fcrioufly applied to fpeech, is — This is well delivered, 
this ftory is well told. Steevens. 

* Why iojt thou not fpeak. Elbow?) Says Angelo to the confta- 
ble. 14 He rannot, fir, ( quoth the Clown, ) he's out at elbow. " 
I know not whether this quibble be generally underflood : he is 
eui at the word elbow, and out at the elbow of his coat. The 
Cmjable, in his account of mailer Froth and the Clown, has a 
flroke at the Puritans, who were very zealous againft the ftage 
about this time: it Precife villains they are, that I am fure of; 
and void of all profanation in the world , that good Chriflians 
ought 10 have." Farmer. 
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Ang, What are you, fir? 

Elb. He, fir? a tapflcr, fir; parcel-bawd; 1 one » 
that ferves a bad woman; whofc houfe, fir, was, as 
they fay, pluck' d down in thefuburbs'; and now fhe 
profefles a hot-houfe, 4 which, I think, is a very ill 
houfe too. 

Escal. How know you that? 

Elb. My wife, fir, whom I deteft \ before heaven 
and your honour, — 

Escal. How! thy wife? 

Elb. Ay, fir ; whom, 1 thank heaven, is an honcfl 
woman ; — 

Escal. Doft thou deteft her therefore ? 

Elb. I fay, fir, I will deteft myfelf alfo, as well as 
flic, that this houfe, if it be not a bawd's houfe, it 
is pity of her life, for it is a naughty houfe. 

Escal. How doft thou know that, conftable? 

Elb. Marry, fir, by my wife ; who, if flic had 
been a woman cardinally given, might have been 
accufed in fornication, adultery, and all unclcan- 
linefs there. 

Escal. By the woman's means? 

* * 

3 a lapfer, fir; parcel-bawd; ] This we (hould now exprcfi 

by Taying, kt ii half-tapfter, half-bawd. Johnson. 

Thus, in King Henry IV. P. 11 1 a parcel-gih goblet. " 

Steevins. 

* ■ ■ -■ Jht profejfti a hot-houfe,] A kol-houfe is an Englifh name 
for a Bagnio. So, Ben Jon/on: 

ii Where lately harbour'd many a famous whore, 
it A purging bill now fix'd upon the door, 
i« Tells you it is a kot-houfe: fo it may, 
«i And flill be a whore-houfe. " Johnson. 

' tvkom J deteft He dcfigncd to fay prclej. Mrs. 

Quickly makes the fame bluudef in Tke Merry Wives of Wind/or, 
AdI.fe. iv. nBut, I detejt, an honclt maid," ice. Steevens. 



Digitized by Google 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 49 

» 

Elb. Ay, fir, by miflrefs Ovct clone's means: 6 
but as, flie fpit in his face, fo me dcfyM him. 

Clo. Sir, if it pleafe your honour, this is not fo. 

Elb. Prove it before thcfe varlcts here, thou 
honourable man, prove it. 

Escal. Do you hear how he mifplaccs? 

[To Ancelo. 

Clo. Sir, {he came in great with child ; and long- 
ing (faving your honoui s rcvetence,) for (lew d 
prunes; 7 fir, we had but two in the houfe, wKicli 
at that very diftant time flood, as it were, in a fruit- 
difli, a dim of fome three-pence; your honours 
have feen fuch difhes ; they are not China dimes, * 
but very good dimes. 

Escal. Go to,, go to ; rlo matter for the difli, fir. 

Clo. No, indeed, fir, notofapin; youare therein 
in the right: but, to the point: As I fay, this mif- * 
trefs Elbow, being, as I fay, with child, and being 
great belly'd, and longing, as 1 laid, for prunes; 

* Aj, h ntjreji Ovemont'i »;<•<: J Here fecnas to have 

been fome mention made of Froth, who was to be accufed, and 
fome words therefore may have been Loft, uniefs the irregularity of 
the narrative may be better implied 10 she ijnorantc ot the 
tonAable. Johnson. 

7 few'd prunes;] Stewed ptunts wcte to be found in every 

biothc). 

So, in Maroccus Exjlaticus , or Banles's Bay Horfe in a francr, 
i395: .• With this flockc of wenches will this truftie Roger and 
his Bettticc fet up , forfooth , with their pamphlet pots and Jewed 
prunes, 8cc. in a Jinful faucet Ilc. 

Sec a note on the 3d fcene of the 3d Ad of the Firft Part of 
King Henry IV. In the old copy prunes aie fpelt , according to 
vulgar pronunciation, prewyns. Sieevins. 

I not China di/hes ,] A China difh , iu the age of Shak- 

fpearc , mud have been fuch an uncommon thing, that the Clown's 
exemption of it , a* no utenul in a common brothel, is a flriking 
ciicumftance in hit abfurd and tautological dcpohtiou. 

STEEVfcHS. 

VOL VI. E 



5o MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

and having but two in the dilb, as I laid, mater 
Froth here, this very man, having eaten the relt, 
as 1 tod, and, as 1 fay. paying for them very 
hontui v ; — for, as you know, maaer Froth, I could 
not give you three pence again. 
Froih. No, indeed. 

Clo Very well: you being then, if you be re- 
me.nbcr-d, cracking the Rones of the foreiaid prunes. 
Froth. Ay, fo 1 did, indeed. 
Ci o Whv, very well: I telling you then, if you 
be renicmber'-d, that fuch a one, and luch a one 
xvere pan cure of the thing you wot of. unlcfs they 
kept very good diet, as 1 told you ; 
Fhoth. All this is true. 
Ci o. Whv, very well then. 
Kscal. Come, you are a tedious fool : to the 
i-nurpofe —What was done to Elbows wife, that lie 
hath caufe to complain of? Come mc to what was 

done to her. , 

Ci o. Sir, your honour cannot come to that yet. 

ILscal. No, fir, nor I mean it not. 

Clo. Sir, but you mall come to it by your 
honour's leave: And, 1 befeech you look into 
mailer Froth here, fcr; a man of fourfcore pound 
a year; whofe father died at Hallowmas? - Was t 
not at Hallowmas, matter Froth ? 

t rot H. All-hollond eve. 

Cio. Why, very well; I hope here be truths : 
He, fir, fitting, as 1 fay, in a lower chair, fn ; — 

9 _i„ „ lower chair,] Every houfc had formerly .Wong 

its othTTu.nicurc, what WM called-a lew <A«,r, defined for the 
r v onle and, occanonally, occupied by lazy «cs . Of 

&1Jltt P ci«;ihavefe«n many, though, perhaps, at prefent 
they are wholly diluted. Stesv*ns. 
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'twas in the Bunch of Grapes, where, indeed, you 
have a delight to fit: Have you not? 

Froth. 1 have fo; becaufe it is an open room, 
and good for winter. 

Clo. Why, very well then; — I hope here be truths. 

Ang. This will lafl out a night in Ruflia, 
When nights are longctt there : Fll take my leave, 
And leave yeu to the hearing of the caufc ; 
Hoping, you'll find good caufe to whip them all'. 
. Escal. I think no lefs : Good morrow to your 
lordfhip. [Exit Angelo. 

Now, fir, come on : What was done to Elbow's wife, 
once more ? 

Clo. Once, fir? there was nothing done to her 
once. 

Elb. I befcech you, fir, afk him what this man 
did to my wife. 

Clo. I befcech your honour, afk me. 

Escal. Well, fir; What did this gentleman to her? 

Clo. I befcech you, fir, look in this gentleman's 
face : — Good mailer Froth, look upon his honour ; 
'tis for a good purpofc: Doth your honour mark 
his face ? 

Esc A I,. Ay, fir, very well. 

Clo. Nay, I befecch you, mark it well. 

Escal. Well, I do fo. 

Clo. Doth your honour fee any harm in his face? 
Escal. Why, no. 

Clo. Fll befuppofed * upon a book, his face is 
the word thing about him: Good then; if his face 
be the worlt thing about him, how could matter 

* Hi bt fuppoftj—} He mean* itpt/td. Maloni. 

• E 9 
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Froth do the conftables wife any harm? I would 
know that of your honour. 

Escal. He's in the right: /Conflablc, ' what lay 
you to it? 

Elb. Firft, ah it like you, the houfe is a rc (peeled 
houfe ; next, this is a refpecled fellow ; and his mif- 
treis is a refpc&ed woman. 

Clo. By this hand, fir, his wife is a more re- 
fpecled perfon than any of us all. 

Elb. Varlet, thou licfl ; thou liefl, wicked varlet : 
the time is yet to come, that fhe was ever rcfpe&ed 
with man, woman, or child. 

Clo. Sir, Hie was refpe&ed with him before he 
married with her. 

Escal. Which is the wifer here? Juflice, or Ini- 
quity ? s — Is this true ? 

Elb. O thoucaitilF! O thou varlet! O tbou wicked 
Hannibal! 4 I refpecled with her, before I was mar- 
ried to her? If ever I was refpecled with her, or 
fhe with me, let not your worfhip think me the 
poor duke's officer : — Prove this, thou wicked Han- 
nibal, or I'll have mine aclion of battery on thee. 

5 J v J' <e » erjniqvity?] Thcfewere, Ifuppofe, two perfonages 
veil known to the audience by their frequent appearance in tht old 
moralities. The words, therefore, at that time produced a com- 
bination of ideas, which they have now I oft. Johnson. 

Jujlice , or Iniquity? i. e. The Conflable or the Fool. Efcalus 
calls the latter Iniquity , in 'allufion to the old Vice , a familiar 
character, in the ancient moralities and dumb-fhews. Ja/i« roiv 
have a fimilar allufion, which I am unable to explain. Iniquitte 
is one ,of the perfonages in the u Worthy interlude of Kyngt 
Parit/j,*' 4to. bl. 1. no dale. And in the Fir ft Part of King Henry 
IV. Piince H enry calls FalflafT, — — •» that reverend Vice , that grey 
Iniquity." RtTtON. , 

« — Hannibal'.] Miftakcn by the conflablc for Cannibal. 

Johnson-. 
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Escal. If lie took you a box o' the car, you 
might have your action of (lander too. 

Elb. Marry, I thank your good worfliip for it: 
What is't your worfhip's pleafurc I fhall do with 
this wicked caitiff? 

Escal. Truly, officer, becaufe he hath fome of- 
fences in him, that thou would ft difco'ver if thou 
oouldft, let him continue in his courfes, till thou 
know u what they are. 

Elb. Marry, 1 thank your worfliip for it: — Thou 
feed, thou wicked varlet now, what's come upon 
thee; thou art to continue now, thou varlet; thou 
art to continue. * 

Escal. Where were you born, friend? [To Froth. 

Froth. Here in Vienna, fir. 

Escal. Are you of fourfcore pounds a year? 

Froth. Yes, and't pleafe you, fir. 

Escal. So. —What trade are you of, fir? 

[ To the Clown. 

Clo. A tapfter; a poor widow's tapfter. 
Escal. Your mtftrefs's name? 
Clo. Miftrefs Over-done. 

Escal. Hath (he had any more than one hufband? 

Ci.o. Nine, fir; Over-done by the lad. 

Escal. Nine! — Come hither to me, mafler 
Froth. Matter Froth, 1 would not have you ac- 
quainted with tapfters ; they will draw you, 6 mafler 

5 thu art to rontinue.] Ferhnps F.lbow, tnifinterpreting the 

language pfEfcalus, fuppofcj the Clown is to continue in confinement ; 
u lraft, he conceives Tome feverc puniQimiai or o'.hcr to be implied 
by the wora continue. Sr££VFNS. 

6 they w(t draw you,] Draw has here a cluflcr of fenfes. 

A* it refer* to the tapfter , it hgnilies U drain, to erip/y ; as it is 

E 3 
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Froth, and you will hang them: Get you gone, 
and let me hear no more of you. 

Froth. I thank youf worfliip : For mine own 
part, I never come into any room in a tapl.oufe, but 
J am diawn in. 

Fscal. Well; no more of it, mafter Froth: fare- 
well. [ £x;/ Froth.] — Come you hither to me, m af- 
ter tapilcr; what's your name, mailer tapfler? 

Clo. Pompey. 6 

ESCAL. What elfe ? 

Clo. Bum, fir. 

Esgal. Troth, and your bum is the gt eateft thing 
.about you ; 7 fo that, in the beaftliefl fenfc, you are 



related to hang, it means to Ir coined to execution on a hurdle. In 
Froth's anfwci , it is the fame a* to bring aitug 1) Jomc native or 
puwtr. Johnson. 

6 Pvhipr,.] His miflicfs, in a preceding fcenc , calls h'-m Thomas. 

Ki rsoN. 

7 greattf iking about you;] Greene, iu one of his pixecs, 

mentions li^e »> grtat bu;nmt oj Paris*' 

Aijam, in 1 yrSs Koarhg M^**, i5q8: 

' M 'l)ro'>> rounJ breeches have a cliffs behind." 

Steevtns. 

Hatiifon, in his Defer if ticn of lint air. , prefixed to Holiufhed* 
Chronicle, condemns the cxt efs ol apparel imongft his country- 
men, and thus proceeds: m Neither can wc be more^ juitly bur- 
dened with any rcproche than inordinate behaviour in apparcll, 
lor which moli nations deride us; as alfo for that tve men doe Jeeme 
in hUwt moli <nj up 'n our arjes , and much more than upon all the 
left of our bodies, as women do likcwifc upon tticir head:, and 
fhnulders." Should any curious reader with for moic information 
upon this fubjeft, he is referred to uStTUtt's Manners and Cuftotns 
ci ihe Engltflj," Vol. 111. p. 86. DocCi. 

Bui perhaps an ancient MS. ballad, entitled. A lamentable com- 
fla;nt of the pore countty men agamjie great hofe , for the lojft of there 
cattellei laths, Mur.' Biit. MS. Hail. 3»7- may throw further light 
o.i the fnbjcd. Tiiis ballad con fills, of 41 ftanzas. From ihefc the 
following ate felccted. 
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Pompcy the great. Pompey, you are partly a bawd, 
Poxnpey, hgvvfoever you colour it in being a tapftcr. 

5. it lor proude and paynted parragenns, 
u And nonjlrovs brechtd beares, 
ii This rcalinc almoft hath clcane diftroy'd, 
x Which I reportc with te arcs 

9. «, And chefely thofe of cache degree 
n Who menjreus hcje delyght, 
11 As monfters fell , have done to us 
44 Mod grcvus hurte and fpyte. 

II. u Ai now Of Utc in lefTer thinges 

», To f-irnyfhe forthe tbcare prydc, 
11 With woole, with flaxe, with have alfo, 
it To make thcare bryckes wyde. 

IS. •» What hurte and damage doth enfew 
11 And fall upon the poorc, 
11 For want of woll and flax of late 
4, Which monnjirus hc/t devore 

14. But heare hath fo poflefled of late 
•1 The bryche of every knave , 
« That none one heart nor horfc can tell 
„ Which wayc his talc to faufe 

23. «. And that with fpeedc to take awayc 
«4 Great brythes as the caufe 
41 Of all this hurte , or calfc to make 
„ Some fharpc and houlfomc lawes, 

3g. So that in fyue the charytie 

.1 Whiche Chryflen men fhoulde favc, 
«, By dyvers wayo is blcrayfhed, 
ii To bouljter bteackes brave. 

40. m But now for that noe remedy,: 

.1 As yet cann wel be founde, 
m I woldc that fuche as wearc this heare 
,« Wcare well and trcwly bounde, 

41. 41 With every heare a loufc to have, 

,1 To Jiujt their bnyckes oute ; 
•4 And then I truft they wolde not wearc 
.4 Nor beare Jutkt bmg^i abouu" . 

Fiuis. 
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Arc you not? come, tell me true; it fliall be the 
better for you. 

Clo. Truly, fir, 1 am a poor fellow, that would live. 

Escal. How would you live, Pompey? by being 
a bawd ? What do you think of the trade, Pompey? 
is it a lawful trade? 

Clo. If the law would allow it, hr. 

Escal. But the law will not allow it, Pompey; 
nor it fliall not be allowed in Vienna. 

Clo. Does your worfliip mean to geld and fpay 
all the youth in the city? 

Escal. No, Pompey. 

Clo. Trulv, fir, in mv pooropinion. they will to' t 
then : If your worlhip will take order 7 for the drabs 
and the knaves, you need not to fear the bawds. 

Escal. There arc pretty orders beginning, lean 
tell you: it is but heading and hanging. 

Clo. If you head and hang all that offend that 
way but for ten year together, \ ou 11 be glad to give 
out a com million for more heads. If this law hold 
in Vienna ten year, Til rent the fkirefl houfc in it, 
after three pence a bav : s If von live to lee this 
come to pals, fay, Pompey told you fo. 

0 

In confequence of a '!i1i-;ent inflection of ancient pictures and 
prints, it may be pronounce*! that thi» ridiculous lalhion appeared 
in the cailv part of queen Elizabeth's reign , then declined , and re- 
commenced at the beginning of thai of James the Firfl. Steevens. 

7 take order — 1 i. e. take memfures. So, in Othello: 

i< Honcft lago hath ta'et order lor't." SrtievEss. 

* 77/ rent the fatrrfl hdv/e in if, after threepence a bay:] A bay or 
building is , in many pans of England , a common term , of which 
the belt conception that ever I could obtain, is, that it is the fpace 
between the main beams of the roof; fo that a barn eroded twice 
with beams it a b.irn of ihrec hc}i. JOHNSON. 
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EscAL. Thank you, goodPompcy: and, in re- 
quital of your prophecy, hark you, — I advife you, 
let me not find you before me again upon any com- 
plaint whatfoever, no, not for dwelling where you 
do ; if I do, Pompcy, I fhall beat you to your tent, 
and prove a fhrewd Caefar to you ; in plain dealing, 
Pompcy, I /hall have you whipt: fo for this time, 
Pompey, fare you well. 

Clo. I thank your worfhip for your good coun- 
fcl ; but I fhall follow it, as the flelh and fortune 
fhall better determine. 

Whip me? No, no; let carman whip his jade ; 
The valiant heart's not whipt out of his trade. 

[ Exit. 

Escal. Come hither to me, mafter Elbow; come 
hither, mailer conftable. How long have you been 
in this place of conftable ? 

Elb. Seven year and a half, fir. 

Escal. I thought, byyour readinefs ' in the office, 
you had continued in it fome time : You fay, ieven 
years together? 

Elb. And a half, fir. . 

Escal. Alas! it hath been great pains to you! 
They do you wrong to put you fo oft upon't: Are 
there not men in your ward fufficient to ferve it? 

«i — thai by <ne yearly birth 
•t The lir-Tt-Oay'J barn doth fill," ?cc. 
I forgot to take down ihe title of the work from which this 
iuitancc is adopted. Again, in Hall's Vir^idtmiarum , Lib. IV: 
ic His rent in fairc refpondence mud arifc, 
a To double trebles of his one veares price ; 
ii Of one bayes breadth, God wot, a hlly cote 

Whofc thatched fpars arc fun d with fluttifh foote." 

Stekvens. 

9 by your rtadinrfs — ] Old copymtke readinefs. Cor- 
rected by Mr. Pope. In the MSS. of our author's age, y e . and y'. for 
fo they were frequently written) were cafily confounded. Malone. 
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Eld. Faith, fir, few of any wit in fuch matters: 
as they are chofen, they are glad to choofe me for 
them; I do it for fome piece of money, and go 
through with all. 

Escal. Look you, bring me in the names of fome 
fix or feven, the mofl diffident of your parifh. 

Elb. To your worfhip's houfe, fir? 

Escal. To my houfe: Fare you well. [ Exit El- 
Bow.] What's o'clock, think you? 

Just. Eleven, fir. 

Escal. I pray you home to dinner with me. 

Just. I humbly thank you. 

Escal. It grieves me for the death of Claud'o ; 
But there's no remedy. 

Just. Lord Angelo is Tcvere. 

Escal. It is but needful : 

Mercy is not itfelf, that oft looks f o ; 
Pardon is Rill the nurfe of fecond woe : 
But yet, — Poor Claudio! — There's no remedy. 
Come, fir. [ Exeunt. 

SCENE II. 

Another Room in the jame* 

Enter Provofl, and a. Servant. 

Serv. He's hearing of a caufe ; he will come 
flraight. 
I'll tell him of you. 

Frov. Pray you, do. [ Exit Servant. ] I'll know 
His pleafure; may be, he will relent: Alas, 
He hath but as offended in a dream! 
All feels, all ages fmack of this vice ; and he 
To die for it! — 
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Enter Ancelo. 

Ang. *' I^o w, what's the matter, provoft? 
Prov. IsityourwillClaudio fliall die to-morrow? 
Ang. Did I not tell thee, yea? hadft thou not 
order? 

Why doft thou afk again? 

Prov, Left I might be too ram : 

Under your good correction, I have feen, 
When, after execution, judgement hath 
Repented o'er his doom. 

Ang. Go to; let that be mine: 

Do you your office, or give up your place, 
And you mall well be fpard. 

Pkov. I crave your honour's pardon.— 

What fliall be done, fir, with the groaning Juliet? 
She's very near her hour. 

Ang. Difpofe ol her 

To fome more fitter place ; and that with fpecd. 

Re-enter Servant. 

Sf.rv. Here is the lifter of the man condemned, 
Defires accefs to you. : 

Ang. Hath he a fifter? 

Puov. Ay, my good lord ; a very virtuous maid, 
And to be fliortly of a fiftcrhood, 
If not already. 

Ang. Well, let her be admitted. 

[Exit Servant. 
See you, the fornicatrefs be remov'd ; 
Let her have needful, but not lavifli, means; 
There {hall be order for it. 
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' Enter Lucio and Isabella. 

Prov. .Save your honour! 9 [ Offering to retire. 

Ang. Stay a little while. * — [7VlsAB.] Youare 
welcome : What's your will ? 

Isab. I am a woeful fuitor to your honour, 
Pleafe but your honour hear me. 

Ang. Well; what's your fuit? 

Isab. There is a vice, that moft. I do abhor, 
And moft defire fhouid meet the blow of juftice; 
For which 1 would not plead, but that I muft; 
For which I muft not plead, but that I 3m 
At war, 'twixt will, and will not. 1 . 

m 

* Save your honour!] Tour hor.nvr , which is fo often repeated 
in Chit fecae, was in our author's time the ufual mode of aridrefs 
to a lord. It had become antiquated afier the ReAoration ; for Sir 
William D'Avcnant in his alteration of this play has fubflitutcd 
foar excellence in the room of it. Malone. 

* Stay a little while.) It is not clcai why the Piovofl is bidden 
fo flay , nor when he goes out. Johnson. 

The entrance of Lucio and Ifabella Jhould not, perhaps, be made 
till after Angelo's fpeech to the Provoft, who had only announced 
a lady, and teems to be detained as a witnefs to the purity of the 
deputy's converfation with her. His exit may be fixed with that 
ot Lucio and Ifabella. He cannot remain longer , and there is no 
ireafon to think, he departs bcfoie. Ritson. 

Stay a Utile wkile % is faid by Anj;clo , in anfwer to the words, 
t. Save your honour," which denoted the Provoft's intention to 
depart. Ifabella ufes the fame words to Anp,clo , when fhc goes out, 
near the conctafiof) of this feenc. So alfo, when flic offers to retire, 
on Hading her fuit ineffectual: u Heaven keep your honour!" 

Malone. 

J For which 1 mujl not pltad . hut that 1 am 

At war , 'twixt will, and will not. j This is obfeure; perhaps 
it may be mended by reading : 

tor whith I v.ujl now plead ; tut j et / am 
At war, 'twist will, and will vot. 
Tit and yt are almofl undiftiuguiflubU in an ancient maaufcript. 
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Ang. Well; the matter? 

Isab. I have a brother is condemn' d to die: 
I do befeech you, let it be his fault, 
And not my brother. 4 

Prov. Heaven give thee moving graces! 

Ang. Condemn the fault, and not the aclor of it! 
Why, every fault's condemned, ere it be done : 
Mine were the very cypher of a function, 
To find the faults, 1 whofe fine (lands in record. 
And let go by the a&or. 

Isab. O juft, but fevere law! 

I had a brother then. — Heaven keep your honour f 

[Retiring. 

Lucio. [7a Isab.] Give't not o'er f o : to him 
again, intreat him ; 
Kneel down before him, hang upon his gown; 
You are too cold: if you fhould need a pin, 
You could not with more tame a tongue defire it; 
To him, I fay. 

Yet no alteration is neceflary , fincc the fpecch is not unintelligible 
as it now (lands. Johnson. 

For which J mufl not plead , but that I am , 

At war, 'twixt will, and will not. J i. e. for which I muft not 
plead, but that there is a confljft in my bread betwixt my affection 
for my brother, which induces me to plead for him , and my regard 
to virtue, which forbids me to intercede for one guilty of fuch a 
crime; and I find the former more powerful than the latter. Malone» 

« Ut it be his fault, 

And not my brolktr.] i. e. let his fault be condemned, or cxtir 
pated, but let not my brother himfelf futfer. MALONB* 

f To find the Ja ulti>] The old copy reads — To Jine, 8cc. 

Steevens. 

To fine means , I think , to pronounce the Jint or fentence of the 
law, appointed for certain crimes. Mr. Theobald , without neceffity, 
reads Jind. The repetition is much in our author's manner. Ma^onr. , 
Theobald's emendation may be juftified by a paffagc in King Lem : 
11 All's not offence that indifcretion Jind^ 
11 And dotage terms lb." Steevens. 

'1 
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Isab. Mufl he needs die? 
Ang. Maiden, no rcmedv. 

Isab. Yes; I do think thatyou might pardon him, 
And neither heaven, nor man, grieve at the mercy. 
Ang. I will not do't. 

Isab. But can yon, if you would? 

Ang. Look, what I will not, that I cannot do. 
Isab. But might you do*t, and do the world no 
wrong, 

If fo your heart were touch'd with that rcmorfc 6 
As mine is to him ? 

Ang. He's fentcne'd ; 'tis too late. 

LuCIO. You are too cold. [ To ISABELLA* 

Isab. Too late? why, no ; I, that do fyeak a Word, 
May call it back again : 7 Well believe this, 8 
No ceremony that to great ones 'longs, 
Not the king s crown, nor the deputed fword, 
The marftiafs truncheon, nor the judge's robe, 
Become them with one half fo good a grace, 
As mercy does. If he had been as you, 
And you as he, you would have flipt like him; 
But he, like you, would not have been fo Hern. 

# 

* — touc h'd with that rcmorfc — ] Rtmorje , iu this place, afc 
in many others, lignifics pity. 

So, in ihe Sth AS of this play : 

u My fifleily remorfe confutes ray honour, 
ii And I did yield to him." 
Again, in Hey wood's Iron Age , i65« : 

it The pcrfed image of a wretched creature. 
<i His fpeeches beg rrmorfe." 
See Othello, Aa III. Steevens. 

7 Mjj call it back again :] The word laA was inferted by the 
editor of the fecond folio, for the fake of the metre. Mai.one. 
Surely, it is added for the fake of/en/e as well as metre. Stflvens. 

8 Weli beltevt thii ,] Be thoroughly allured of this. 

Theobald. 



Digitized by Google 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 63 

* 

Ang. Pray you, begone. 

Isab. 1 would to heaven I bad your potency, 
And you were Ifabel ! Mould it then be thus? 
No; 1 would tell what 'twere to be a judge, 
And what a priloner. 

Lucio. Ay, touch him: there's the vein. [Ajide, 

Ang. Your brother is a forfeit of the law, 
And you but wafle your words. 

Isab. Alas! alas! 

Why, all the fouls that were, 9 were forfeit once; 
And He that might the vantage befl have took, 
Found out the remedy: How would you be, 
If he, which is the top of judgement, fhould 
But judge you as you arc? O, think on that; 
And mercy then will breathe within your lips, 
Like man new made. * 

9 alt the fouls that were, j This is taife divinity. Vv'c 

fhould read — are. Warbi/RTON. 

I fear, the player, in this inflance, is a better divine than the 
prelate. The fouls that were, evidently refer to Adam and Kvc, 
whofe tranfgreffion rendered them obnoxious to the penally of 
annihilation, but for the remedy which the author of their being 
mod graciouily provided. The learned Bifliop, however, is more 
fucccfslul in his next explanation. Henley. 

» And mercy then will breathe within your lips, 

Ltke man new made. ] Th'rt is a fine thought, and finely ex- 
prcfTed. The meaning is, that ntrey will add fat/, a grcce to your 
perfon, that y ou will a' ytai as armalle as a rr.an COW Jrrjh cut of the 
hands of his Creator. W'AKBURTON. 

l' rather think, the meaning m, I'ou will then charge the feveriiy 
of your prefent charaQer. In lamihar fpecch, I'ou would be quite 
another man. Johnson. 

And mercy then will breathe withir. your Up;, 

Like man new made. ] You will then appear as tender-hearted and 
merciful "as the firH man was in his days of innocence, imme- 
diately after his creation. MALONB. 

I incline to a iliffcicnt interpietation : — And yru, Ar-grlo i will 
breathe new life ihto Claudia, as the Creaicr anmated Adam, by 
•i breathing into his noflrils the breath of life." Hoi.r White. 
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• 

Anc. Be you.contcnt, fair maid; 

It is the law, not I, condemns your brother : 
Were he my kinfman, brother, or my fon, 
Itihouldbethuswith him ; — he mufldie to-morrow. 

Isab. To-morrow? O, that's fudden! Spare him, 
fpare him; % 
He's not prepared for death! Even for our kitchens 
We kill the fowl of feafon ; " mall we fcrve heaven 
With lefs rcfpecl than we do minifler 
Toourgrofs felves? Good, good my lord, bethink 
you: 

Who is it that hath died for this offence? 
There's many have committed it. 

Lucio. Ay, well faid. 

Ang. The law hath not been dead, though it hath 
flept: 5 

Thofe many had not dar'd to do that evil, 
If the firfl man that did the edicl infringe, 4 
Had anfwer'd for his deed: now, 'tis awake: 
Takes note of what is done; and, like a prophet, 
Looks in a glafs, 1 that (hows what future evils, 

* of /fa/on;] i. e. when it it in feafon. So, in The Merry 

Wives if Wind/or: 11 ■- ■ buck ; and of the Jeajon too it (hall 
appear. " Steevens. 

3 The law kath not been dead, though it hath Jltpt :] Dormiunt ali- 
e-uondo leges, moriuntur nunquam, is a maxim iu our law. Holt White. 

4 Ij the firj man, Sec ] The word man has been fupplied by 
the modern editors. I would rather read — 

IJ he, the JirJ, Ice. Tyrwhitt. 
Man was introduced by Mr. Pope. Malone. 
' — like a prophet, 

Looks in a gtefs,) This alludes to the fopperies of the beril, 
much ufed at that time by cheats and fortune-tellers to predid by. 

Warburton. 

See Macbeth, AO. IV. fc. i. 

So again, in Vittoria Corombona, 1612: 

«« How long have I beheld the devil 'in ckryjlal? " Steevens. 
The btrit, which is a kind of cryft.il, h*th a weak tindure o 
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(Either now, 6 or by remifihefs new-concciv'd, 
And fo in progrefs to be hatch" d and born,) 
Are now to have no fucceflive degrees, • 
But, where they live, to end. 7 

Isab. Yet fliow forae pity. 

Ang. I fliow it moft of all, when I fhow juftice; 
For then I pity thofc I do not know, 8 

red in it'. Among other tricks of aflrologers , the difcovcry of 
pafl or future events was fuppofed to be the confcqucncc of looking 
into it. Sec Aubrey's Mifcellanies, p. *65. edit. 1721. Reed. 

* Either now. { Thus the old copy. Modern editors read — 1 
Or r>eu> — SrtEVENS. 

7 But, where t&eylive, to end. ] The old copy reads But, ktrt 

they live, to end. Sir Thomas Hanmer fubflituted ere for here; 
but ci here was, I am perfuaded, the author's word. 
So, in Cnriolaum, Act' V. fc. v: 

u but there to end, 

it Whfre he was to begin, and give away 
11 1 he benefit of our levies," S:c. 
A^ain, in Julius C<rfar : 

11 And where / did begin, there fhall 1 end." 
The prophecy is not, that future evils fhould end, ere, or before 
they are boin ; or, in other words, that there fhould be no more 
evil in the world (as Sir T. Hammer by his alteration fcems to 
have underftood it ; ) but, that they fhould end WHERE they began 
5. c. with the criminal; who being pnnifhed for his firft offence, 
could not proceed by Juccejfne degrees in wickednefs, nor excite 
ot-hers, by his impunity, to vice. So, in the next fpcech : 
n And do him right, that, anfwering one loul wrong, 
11 Lives not to aS another. " 
It is more likely that a letter fhould have been omitted at the 
preP:, than that one fhould have been added? 

The fame mift-ke has liappened in The Merchant of Veniee, folio, 

162?, p. 173, col. 2:-*— ha, ha, here in Genoa." inftcad of*— 

h where? in Genoa?" Malone. 

Dr. Johnfon applauds Sir Thomas Hanmer's emendation. I pre. 
fer that of Mr. Malone. Steevens. 

* JJion' Joint pi?}. 

Ang. / Jhow it mojt Qf all, when I Jhoto jujice ; 

For then I pity thvje I do not knJ'j; ] This was one of Hale's 
memorials. When J find my f elf flayed to mercy, let me renumber , 
that there is a mercy hkewife due to the country. Johnson. 

Vol. VI. F 
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Which a difmis'd offence would after gall ; 
And do him right, that, anfwering one foul wrong, 
l ives not to ad another. Be fatisfied; 
Your brother dies to-morrow; be content. 

Isab. So you mufl be the firQ, that gives this 
fentence ; 

And he, that fufTeis : O, it is excellent 

To have a giant s flrcngth ; but it is tyrannous, 

To ufe it like a giant. 8 

Lutiio. That's well faid. 

Isab. Could great men thunder 
As Jove himfclf does, Jove would ne'er be quiet, 
Fur every pelting,* petty oHicer, 
Would tile his heaven for thunder; nothing but 

thunder. 

Merciful heaven! 

Thou rather, with thy Jliarp and fulphurous bolt, 

Spinfl the unwedgeable and gnarled oak, 

1 han the foft myrtle; — , -but man, proud man! * 

* To uje it like a giant. ] Ifabclla alludes to the favage conduct of 
giants in ancient romances. Sr%EV*.KS. 

9 felting, ] i. c. paltry. 

This won! I meet with in Mother Bcmbie, 1^94: 

u will not fhrink the city for a pelting jade. " SrEEVEKS. 

a — gnarled oak % ] Gnarre is the old Englilh word for a knot in wood. 

So, in Antonio's Revenge, 1602: 

11 Till by degrees the tough and gnarly trunk 
11 Be riv'd in funder. ' 
Again, in Chaucer's Knight's Tale, Tyrwhitt's edit. v. 1979: 
»i Willi knotty knarry bauein trees old. " Steevens. 

3 Than the /oft myrtle; 0, but man, proud man!) The defeclive 

metre of this line thews that fome word -was accidentally omitted 
at the pick; probably fome additional epithet to man ; peihaps 

weak M but man, weak, proud man — " The cdiior of the 

fecond folio, to fupply the defect, reads— 0, but man, fcc. which, 
like almoft nil" the other emendations of that copy\ is the worft 
and the molt improbable that could have been tholcn. Mai one. 

I am content with the emendation of the fecond folio, which I 
conceive to have been made on the authority of fornc inanufcript, 
01 corroded copy. Sieevens, 
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Dreli in a little brief authority; 

Mod ignorant of what he's mod afFur'd, 

His glaily elience, — like an angry ape, 

Plavs fuch fantaflick tricks before hisch heaven. 

As make the angels weep ; 4 who , with our fpleens, 

Would all themfelvcs laugh mortal. 1 

Lucro. O, to him, to him, wench : he will relent ; 
He's coming; I pcrccivet. 

Prov. Pray heaven flic win him ! 

Isab. We cannot weigh our brother with ourfelf: * 
Great men may jeft with faints : 'tis wit in them ; 
But, in the lefs , foul proj'anation. 

Lucio. Thou rt in the right, girl; more o' that. 

• 

4 As make the angels weep ;] Tlic [notion of angels weeping for 

the" fins of men is rabbinical Ob peccatum Jlentes angelos inducunl 

Hebraorum magijlti — Grotius ad S. Lueam. Theobald. 

I — who , with our fpleer.s, 

Would all themjehes laugh mortal.] Mr. Theobald fays the 
meaning of this is, thai if thty were endowed with our jpWens and, 
ptrijhable organs, they would laugh themjehes out of immortality ; or, 
as we fay in common life , laugh themfelvcs dead ; which amounts 
to thij>, that if they were mortal, they would not be immortal. 
Shakfpearc meant no fuch nonfenfe. By fpleens, he meant that 
peculiar turn of the human mind , that always inclines it to a 
l'pitcful , unfeaionable mirth. Had the angels that, fays Shakfpeare, 
they would laugh thcrofclves out of their immortality , by indulg- 
ing a pafbon which docs not defcrvc that prerogative. The ancients , 
thought, that immoderate laughter was caufed by the bigncfi ot 

the fplccn. W A RB t' R.TO N . 

I VYe cannot weigh our brother with ourfelf:] HV mortals, , 
proud and foalifh , cannot prevail on our pamons to weigh or com- 
pare our brother, a being of like nature and like frailty, with 
/e!f. We have different names and different judgements for the 
fame laults committed by perfons of different condition. 

Johnson. 

The reading of the old copv, ourfelf, which Dr. Warburton 
changed to your/elf , is fupported by .1 paflagc in the fifth A& : 

a If hi had fo offended , 

n He would lave weigh' 4 thy brother by hi ljelf, 
11 And not have cut him oft'." Maione. 

F 2 
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<* 

Tsar. That in the captain's but a choleiick word, 
Which in the foldiei is Hat blafphemy. 

Lucio. Art advis'd o' that? more out. 

ANC. Why do you put thcfe layings upon mc ? 

Isab. Becaufe authority, though it err like others, 
Hath yet a kind of medicine in itfclf, 
That (kins the vice o' the top: 6 Go to your bofom : 
Knock there ; and alkyour heart, what it doth know 
That's like my brother's" fault: ifitconfeis 
A natural guiltinefs, fuch as is his, 
Let it not found a> thought upon your tongue „ 
Againft my brother's life. 

Ang. She fpeaks, and 'tis 

Such fenfc, that my fenfe breeds with it. 7 Fare 

you well. 

• 

*> That (kins the vice o' the top:] Shakfpeare is fond of this In- 
delicate metaphor. So, in Hamlet: 

M li will but Jiin and him the ulcerous place." Stuvbn*. 

7 that my fenfe breeds with it. ) Thus all the folios. Some 

laiei editor has changed breeds to bleeds, and Dr. »Warburton 
blames poor Theobald for recalling the old word, which yet is 
certainly right. My Jenje breeds with her Jtv.Je , that is, new thoughts 
are ftirring in my mind, new conceptions arc hatched in my irna- 
, gination. So we fay, to brood ovei thought. Johnson. 

Sir W r illiam D'Avenant's alteration favours the fenfe of the old 
reading — breeds , which Mr. Tope had changed to bleeds. 

" She/peaks fuch fenfe 

As with my reafon breeds fuch images 

A Jhe has excellently forrnd. — Steevens. 

I rather think the meaning is, — She delivers her fentimcnts with 
fuch propriety , force , and elegance , that my fmfual drfres arc 
inflamed bvwh.it flic fays. Stttft has been already ufed in this pl.ijr 
with the fame fignitication : 

44 - one who never feels 
i4 The wanton ftin^s and motions of the fen ft*' 
The word bieeds is ufed nearly in the fame fenfe in The Tevptjf • 
« — — lair encounter 

• 4 Of two molt rare allcclions ! llravens rain orace 
•4 On that which breeds betweeu them'" Malone. 
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Isab. Gentle my lord , turn backl 
Axe. I will bethink me: — Come again to-mor- 
row. 

Isab. Hark, how 111 bribe you: Good my lord, 

turn back. 
Am;. How! bribe me? 

Lab. Ay, with fuch gilts, that heaven lhallfliare 
with you. 

I.UCIO. You had marr'd all elfe. 

Isab. Not with fond lliekels * of the teftcd gold, f 
Or ftones, whofe rates are either rich, or poor, 
As fancy values them : but with true prayers. 
That lliall be up at heaven, and enter there, 
Lre fun-rife; prayers from prefcrved fouls,* 

■ 

Thr lenience fignihes, Ifabella does not utter barren words, bnt 
fpeaks furh fenfe as breed* or produces a confrqwnce in Angelo s 
min I. Thus truths which generate no conclufion are often termed 

b.uTf-\ fads. Holt White. 

1 undcrfland the paffagc thus: — Her arguments are enforced 
with fo much good fenfe, ai to incrcafe that flock, of fenfc which 
I already poflcfi. Douce. 

* fond Jlukrls — ] fond means very frequently in our 

author , JooiiJh. it hgnifics in this place valued or priud by Jolly: 

STEKVEN&. 

9 tefted gold,] i. e. attefted , ot marked with the ftandard 

ftump. Warburton. 

R.ithcr cuppclled, brought to the tefi , refined. Johnson. 

All gold that is trjled i« not marked with the ftandard ftamp. 
Tlie verb has a different tenle , and means tried by the cuppcl, 
which is called by the refiners a tej. Vide Harris's Lex. Tech. 
Voce CUPPELL. SlR J. Hawkins. 

» prefcrved Jouls ,] i. e. preferved from the corruption 

oi the world. The metaphor is takca from fruit* preferved in' 
fucar. Warburton. 

So, in The Amorovs War % 1648: 

ti You do not reckon us mongff marmalade, t 
.« Quinces and apricots? or take us for , 
Ladies prr/ervUf" Steevens. 
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From fafting maids , whole minds are dedicate 
To nothing temporal. 

Ang. • Well : come to me 

To-morrow. 

Lucio. Goto; it is well; away. [Afide to Isabel* 

Isab. Heaven keep your honour fafe ! 

Ang. . Amen: For I 

Am that way going to temptation, , [Afide. 
Where prayers trofs. 5 

5 _ . / am that way going io iemptatior., 

Where prayers crofs.] Which way Angelo is going to temp- 
tation, we begin to perceive : hut how prayer) crojs thai way, or crofs 
each other, at that way, more than any other, I do not undcrllaud. 

Ifabclla prays that his honour may be fafe, meaning only to givr 
him his title: hb imagination i* caught by the word honour: he 
feels that his honour is in danger , and therefore, I believe, anfwers 
thus : 

/ am that way gdrg <'o ifftpl^ti§n t 

Which your praytn trofs. 
That is, I am tempted to lofc that honour of which thou ina- 
plorcit the' profervaiioo. The temptation under which 1 labour 
it. that which thou haft unknowingly thwarted with thy pi aver. 
He ufes the fame mode of language a few Unci lower. Ifabclla, 
parting, fays: 

Suit your honour ! 
Angelo catches the word — Save it ! From v. hat? 

From tkte ; even from thy virtue! — Johnson. 
The heft method of illuftrating this paflage will be to quote a 
fimilar one from The Merchant oj Venice, Ad. III. fc. i : 

ii Sal. I would it might prove the end of his loflTcs ! 

ti Sola. Let me fay Amen betimes, Itfi the dail crofs thy 
praye; . " 

For the fame rcafon Angelo fecms to fay Amev. to Ifabclla s, 
praver; but, to make the evpTcffion, clear, we fhouid read pei- 
lwps — Where prayers tire trojjti. Tyrwhitt. 

The petiiion of the Lord's Prayer — » lead us not into tempta- 
tion" — it here conlidercd as crofting or intercepting the onward 
way in which Angelo was goin« j this appointment of his for the 
morrow's mcctiug , being a premeditated expolure of hinaielf to 
temptation, which it was the general object of piayer to thwart. 

Henley. 



Digitized by Google 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 71 



Isab. At what hour to-morrow 

Shall I attend your lordlhip ? 

Anc. At any time Tore noon. 

Isab. Save your honour! 

[Exeunt Lucio, Isabella, anrfProvoft. 

Ang. Eroin thee; even from thy virtue! — 

"What's this? what's this? Is this her fault, or mine? 
The tempter, or the tempted, who fins moll? Ha! 4 
Not Hie; nor doth flic tempt: but it is I, 
That lying by the violet, in the fun, ' 
Do, as the carrion does, not as the flower 
Corrupt with virtuous ieafon. Can it be, 
That modcflv may more betray our fenfe 
Than woman's lightnefs? 1 Having wafle ground 
enough, 

Shall we defire to raze the famfluarv, 

4 Ila!] This tragedy — Ha ! (which clogs the metre J was 

certainly thrown in by the player editors. Steevens. 

T — it ;i /, 

That lying by the violet, in the Juti, Sec. ] I am not corrupted 
by her, but my own heart, which excites foul denies uii'ler ihe 
fame benign iniluences that exalt her purity, as the carrion grows 
putrid by thofc beams which increafc the fragrance of the violet. 

Johnson. 

6 Can it ht % 

That modejiy may more betray our fenfe 

than woman's lightntft ? j So, in Promos and Cajfandta, 
1 D78 : 

u I do protcll her modcfl wordes hath wrought in me a 
maze, 

ii Though (he be fairc, flic is not deackt with garifli fhewes 
for gaze. 

u Hir bewtic lures, her lookes cut off fond fuits with chaft 
difdain. 

ti O God, I feclc a fodaine change, that doth my frccdome 
chaync. 

u What didfl thou fay? fie, Promos fie, fcc. Steevfns. 

Stnfi has in this palTage tlie fame fignification at in that above 
; , — that my ftnjc breeds with it. " f Mklohs.. 
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And pitch our evils there? 6 O, fie, fie, fie ! 
What dofl thou? or what art thou, An gel o? 
Doft thou defire her foully, for thole things 
That make her good? O, let her brother live : 
Thieves for their robbery have authority, 
When judges (leal themielves. What ? da I love < 
her, 

That I defire to hear her fpeak again, 

And feafi. upon her eyes ? What is't I dream on ? 

O cunning enemy, that, to catch a faint, 

With faints dofl bait thy hook! Molt dangerous 

Is that temptation, that doth goad us on 

To fm in loving virtue: never could lhe ftrumpet, 

With all her double vigour, art, and nature, 

Once ftir my temper ; but this virtuous maid 



* An J pitch our evils ihrrt? ] So, in Kir.? Her.ry VIII : 
it Nor build their evil* on the graves of great men. " 
Neither of thefe paffages appears to contain a very elegant allu- 
fion. 

£i/i/i, in the prefent inftmre, undoubtedly ftand for Jorictt. 
Dr. Faimer alHirc^ me he h*< feen the word c\ d ufed id tins fen ft 
bv our ancient writers; and it appears fiom Harrington's Mctamor- 
ikoja of Ajax, that privies were originally fo ill -contrived, 

even in royal palaces as to defer ve the title of evils or nuifanccs. 

Stsevbms. 

One of Sir John Bclkenhead's queries confirm* the foregoiug 
obfervation : 

«i Whether, ever fuuc the Hovife of Commons has been locked 
up, the fpeaker's chair has not been a clof;-Jlop!? " 

a Whether it i<- not fc tfonablc to flop the nofe of my ft//? '* 
Two Ctntirils of Paul's Church-Yard, Svo. no date. 

Malone. 

~So language could more lorcibly exp.cfs the aj^ravatcd prolli- 
gacy of Ane.elo's palhon, which the purity of Ifabclla but fcrved 
the more to inHame. — The defecration ol edifices devoted to reli- 
gion, by converting thrm to the moll iiUjecl purpofes of nature, 
was an eaftern method of esprefling contempt. See 2 Kings, x. 27. 

HfM.tr. 
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Subdues mc quite, — Ever, till now. 
When men were fond. I I'mil'd, and wonder' d how. 7 

[ Exit. 

SCENE III. 

A Room in a Prijon. 
Enter Duke, habited like a Friar, and Provoft. 

Duke. Hail to you, provoft ' fo, I think you are. 

Pro v. I am the provoft: What's your will, good 
friar? t 

Duke. Bound by my charity, and my blefs'd order, 
I come to vifit the afflicted fpirits 
Here in the prifon : * do me the common right 
To let me fee them; and to make mc know 
The nature of their crimes, that I may miniftcr 
To them accordingly. . 

Prov. I wouid do more than that, if more were 
needful. 

1 

Enter Juliet. 

l ook, here comes one; a gentlewoman of mine, 
Who (ailing in the Hamcs of her own youth, 
Hath blifter'd her report : 9 She is with child ; 

7 / fmiCi, end u-andtrd 4«w.] As a day nauft now inter- 
vene between this conference of Kabella with Ansjclo, ami the 
next, the acl might more j lopcily eml here ; ;jrul here, in ray 
opinion, it was ended bv f'le pace. Johnson'. 

8 / come to vifii the ajflitled fpirits 

Hifi in the prifon; ] Ehis is a fcti plural exprcflion, very 
iuitablc to the grave charaacr which the Duke aifumes. «< Hy 
•which alfo he went and preached unto the fpirits in ptijon. " i Pet. 
iiii ig. WhALLEY. 

9 Who falling in the Hamcs of her bn/n teutij 

Hath blifter'd her report : ] The old copy reads — fhuu. Steevens. 

r 
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An J lie that got it , fentcne'd : a young man 
More fit to do another futh offence, 
'1 han die lor this. 

Duke. When mu ft he die ? 

Prov. As I do think, to-ruorrow. — 
I have provided for you ; flay a while, [To Juliet. 
And you fhali be conduced. 

Duke. Repent you, fair one, of the fin you carry ? 



Who doth not fee that the integrity of the metaphor requires 
we Ihould read : 

iinmes of ktr own youth ? Warbiirton. 

Who docs, not ice that, upon fuch princ iples, there is no end of 
correction? Johnson. 

Dr. Johuion did not know, noi perhaps Dr. Warburton either, 
that Sir William IVAvcuant reads Jiamts inftead of flatvs in his 
Laif agamfi Lpveriy a play almoit literally taken from Mra/ure for 
Mtafurr, and Much *da about Noshing. Farmer. 

Shakfpcare has faming youth in Hamlet; and Greene, in his 
JS'eier too Late, 1616, fays — i< he meafured the jlav\t% of youth by 
his own dead cinders." hi, la' J her upoit, is disfigur'J her fame. 
Blijler fcems to have reference to the //.inrj mentioned to the pre- 
ceding line. A fimilar ufe of this word occuis in Hamitt : 
i< takes the rofc 

u From the fair forehead of an inuocent love, 
11 And fcts a biijler tlirre. " Siefvens. 

In fupport of this emendation, it fliould be remembered, that 
fiowts (for fo it was anciently fncllcd ) and flavin dilfcr only by a 
letter that is very frequently miftaken at the prefs. The fame inif- 
takc i> found in Macbeth, Aft II. ft. 1. edit. 1623 : 
«i _ .. my ftep>. which may they walk, " — 
inftead of — which way. Again, in this play of Mea/ure for 
Meafure, A3. V. fc. i. edit. r6^3: — »'. qive ue your hand ; " inftead 
of me. — In a former frene of the play before us we meet with — 
it burning youth. " Again, in All's Well that ends Well: 

11 Yet, in his idle fir, 

To buy his will, it would not teem loo dear. " 
To fall in, (not into) was the language of the time. So, in 
€ymbelinf : 

»' alnioft fpent with hunger, 

«i 1 am faMeu in oftencc. " Malone. 

1 
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Juliet. I do ; and bear the Amine mofl patiently. 
Duke, m teach you how you mail arraign your 
confciencc, 
And try your penitence, if it be found, 
Or hollowly put on. 
Juliet. I'll gladly learn. 

Duke. Love you the man that wrong' d you ? 
Juliet. Yes, as I love the woman that wrong'd 
him. 

Duke. So then, itfecms, your mofl offenceful acl 
Was mutually committed? 

Juliet. Mutually. 
Duke. Then was vour fin of heavier kind than his. 
Juliet. J do confefs it, and repent it, father. 
Duke. 'Tis meet fo daughter: But left you do 
repent, * 

As that the fin hath brought you to this fliamc, — 
Which forrow is always toward ourfclvCS, not 
heaven ; 

Showing, we'd not fpare heaven, J as we love it, 
But as we (land in fear, — 

* - ■ ■ But UJl you do reper.!,] Thu* the old copy. The modem 
editors, led by Mr. Tope, read: 
« Lj But repent you net. 

But lej you do repent is only a kind of negative imperative — 
.\e te pecniteat* — and means, repent n«t on this account. Steevkns. 

I think that a line at leall is wanting after the firfl of the Duke's 
ipecch. It would be prcfumptuous to attempt to replace the 
words; but the fenfe , I am pcrfr.aded, i» easily recoverable out 
of Juliet's anfwer. 1 fuppofe his advice, in fuWflance, to have been 
nearly this: <« Take care, lejl you repent [not fo much of your 
iault, as it is an evil, J as that the Jip hath brought you to this Jhamt. " 
Accordingly, Juliet s anfwei is explicit to this, point: 
x I do repent me, as it is an evil, 

And take the Jhame with joy. Tvrwhitt. 

J Showing, we'd not fpare h*aven, ] The modern editors had 
• hanged this word into /'d. Steevens. 
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JCLTCr. I do repent mc, as it is an evil; 
And lake the fiiamc with joy. 

DUKE. ' There reft. 4 

Your partner, as I hear, raufl die to-morrow, 
And 1 am going vvilb inftniction to him. — 
Grace go with you! Benedicite' 1 [ Exit. 

Julili. Mufl die to-morrow! O, injurious 
love, 6 



Shouixg, ue d not fpare keatrn,] i. e. fpare to offend heaven. 

Maloki. 

4 There reft. ] keep yourfelf in this temper. Johnson. 

5 Grace go with you! Benedicite 1] The former part of this line 
evidently belong! to Juliet, benedicite is. the Duke's reply. 

RlTSON. 

This regulation is undoubtedly proper : but I fuppofe Shakfpeatc 
to have written, — * 

Juliet. May grace go u-ith )ou! 

Duke. Benedicite! Steevens. 

6 . 0 y injurious /orr, 1 Her execution was refpited on ac- 
count of her pregnancy, the edecls of her love; therefore fhc 
ca!l> it in : /nior.s; riot that it brought her to fharac, but 'that it 
hindered her freeing hetfclt flOin it. Is tint this all very natural? 
yet the Oxford editor changes it to injurious law. 

Johnson. 

1 know not what circumAancC in this plav can authorife a fup- 
pofttion that Juliet was refpited )n account of ket pregnane) t as her 
life was in no danger from the 1 tw, the feverity of which was 
exerted onlv on the fedutcr. 1 fuppofe <hc mean* that a parent's 
love for the child flic br as, is injurious, hecaufe it makes her 
careful of her life in hci prcfent fbamcful condition. 

Mr. Toilet explain: the pallage thuti « O, love, that is injurious 
in expediting Claudio's death, and that refpitcs mc a life, which is 
a burthen to me worfc ihan de.ith ! " Stelvens. 

Both Johnfon's explanation of this pali.ige, and Stecvcns's refu- 
tation of it, prove the uecelhtv of Hiumcr's amendment, which 
removes every diHuulty, and can k.ncely be confidercd as an 
alteration, the trace of the letters" in the words l*w and love being 
fo neatly alike. — The law alfrchd the life of the man only, not 
that of the woman; and this i| ih< injury that Juliet complains of, 
a«. flir v. ifhrd to die with him. M. Mason. 
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• 

That rcfpitcs me a life, whofc very comfort 
Is (till a dying horror! 

Prov. Tis pity of him. [Exeunt. 

S C E N E IV. 9 

. A Room in Ancelo's lloufe. 

Enter Angelo. 7 

Ang. When Iwonld pray and think, I think and 
pray 

To feveral fubjefts : heaven hath my empty words ; 
Whilft my invention, * hearing not my tongue, 

4 

7 Enter Angelo. ] Tremor, in ihc play already quoted, has like- 
wile a foliloquy previous to the fecond appearance of Cajjandra, 
It begins thus : 

11 Do what I can, op rcafon cooles defirc : 
ii I hc more I ftrive*mv fond aflccies to tame, 
u The hotter (oh) I feele a burning hrc 

Within my breaft, vaine thoughts to forge and frame," kc. 

Steivens. 

t Whiljl my invention, 1 Nothing can be either plainer or 
exacxer than this expreflion. [ Dr. Warburton means — intention, a 
word fubftiiuted by himfelf. ] 1 But the old blundering folio having 
it, invention, this was enough for Mr. Theobald to prefer authority 
to fenfe. Warbi rton. 

Intention (if it be the true leading) has, in this inftance more 
than its common meaning, and fignilicj cageincfs of dcfire. 

So, in The Merry Wives of Windfcr : 

ci— — courfc o er my cxteriois, with fueli «recdinefs of intention." 

By invention, however, I believe the poet means imagination. 

Stiiyexs, 

So, in our author's io3d fonnet : 
ii , a face, 

ii That pvergocs my blunt invention quite. " 

Again, in King Henry V : 

ii O for a mule of fire, that would attend 
it The btighteft heaven of invention .'" M.m on'!. 
Stcevens fays that intention, in this place, means eagernefs of 

deftre; — but I believe it means attention only, a fenfe in which the 



« 



;S MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

Anchors on Ifabel: * Heaven in my mouth, 

As if 1 did but only chew his name; 

And in my heart, the ilrong and (Welling evil 

Of my conception: The (late, whereon I ftudied, 

3b like a good thing, being often read, 

Grown fear'd and tedious; * yea, my gravity, 

Wherein (let no man hear me^ I take pride, 

Could I, with boot, 5 change for an idle plume, 

Which the air beats for vain. O place ! O form ! 4 

• 

word is frequently ufed by Shaktpcare and the other writers of his 
time. — Angelo fays, be thinly and prays to fevcral fubjeets ; that 
Heaven has hi* prayers, but his thoughts arc fixed on Ifabel. — 
So, m Hamlet, the king fays: 

i< My words fly up, mv thoughts temain below: 

h Words, without thought*, never to Heaven go." 

M. Mason. 

9 Anchors on Ifabel:] We have the fame fingulur expreifion in 
Ar.tor.j and Cleopatra: 

n There would he anchor his Am: it, and die 
•c Wiih looking on his life." "alone. 
The fame phrafe occurs again in Cymbeline : 

n Pofthurous anchors upon Imogen. " STEIVKNS. v 
» Crown fear'd and tedious ; J We fhould read feared, i. e. old. 
So, Shakfpeare ufes in tki ftar, to fignify old age. Warbirton. 

1 think fear'd may fland. What we go to with reludance may 
be laid to be fear'd. Johnson. 

3 with boot,] Hoot is profit, advantage, gain. So, in 

M. K\thn'$ traudjtion of The Andria of Terence, i58S: » You ob- 
tained this at my hands, and I went about it while there was any boot." 

Again, in The J'inner of Wakeftld, tSgg: 

n Then lift to me : Saint Andrew be my boot % 
• « Bui I'll raze thy callle to the very ground. " SteeVINs. 

4 — i.hange for an idle plume, 

Which tkt air beats for vain. 0 place! 0 form! Sec. ] There 
is, I believe, no inflance in Shakfpeare, or auy other author, of 
«« for vain" being nfed for « in vain. " RtTides ; has the air or. 
wind lejs efic& on a feather than on twenty ouier things? or rathci, 
is not the rcverfe of this the truth'' An idle plume afturedly it not 
that ^ever-fixed mark," of which our author fpeaks elfcwherc, 
<t that looks on tempefts, and is never fhaken. " The old topv 
has vaine, in which way a vane or weather-cock was formcrlv 
fpclt. [Set Minjhien'i DlCT. J ti 1 7 , rn rnh. So alfo, in J.pze> 
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How often dofl thou with thy cafe. 1 thy habit, 

Labour's L»Jt Ait IV. fc. i. edit. i623 : •< What veUtt what 
■weathercock.?"] 1 would thcieiorc read — vane. — I would ex- 
change my gravity, fays Angeio, for an idle feather, which 
being driven along by the wind, ferves, to the fpetiator, lot a 
vane or weathercock. So, in The Winter's Tale : 

«« I am a feather for each wind that blows." 
And in The Merchant of Venice we meet with a kindred thought: 

•« I fiiould be ftill 

ci Plucking the grafs, to inotr where fits the wind. 
The orniiLon of the article is certainly awkward, but not with- 
out example. Thus, in King Lear : 

«« Hot queflrilts after him met him at gait* " 
Again, in Coriolanus : 

« Go, fee him out at gates. " 
Again, in Titus Andronicus: 

«« AKend, fair queen, Pantheon .* 
Again, in The, Winter's Talc:* 9 

» 'Pray heartily, he be at paltutl" 
Again, in Cymbelint : 

•« Nor tent, to bottom, that. " 
The author, however, might have written : 

■ an idle plume, 

Which the air beats for vane o' the place. — 0 form, 
How often dofl thou — iyc. 

The pronoun thou, referring to only one antecedent, appears to 
me ttiongly to fupport fuch a regulation. Malone. 

I adhere to the old reading. — As fair is known to have been 
repeatedly ufed by Shakfpcare, Marflon, Sec. for fairnefs, vain 
might have been emploved on the prefent occafion, inftcad of 
vani>y. Pure is alfo fubftitutcd for purity in England's Helicon. 
Sec likewifc notes on The Midfummer Night's Dream, A3. I. fc. i. 
and The Comedy of Errors, Adit. fc. i. Again, in Love's Labour's , 
Lojl, foul is given, as a fubflantive, to exprefs Joulnefs. 

The air is rcprefented by Anqelo as chaflihng the plume for 
being vain. A feather is exhibited by many writers as the emblem 
of* vani.lv. Shakfpeate himfdf, ill /T. Henry VIII. mentions fool 
and feather, as congenial objects. 

That the air beats the plume for its vninnefs, is a fuppolition 
fanciful enough ; and yet it may be parallel'd by an ima^c in 
JC. Edxvard III. i5qq, were flags are made the affailants, and 
o cuff the air, and beat the wind" that druggies to kifs them. 

The pronoun thou, referring to the double antecedents place and 
form, ought to be AO objection, for, a little further on, the Duke 
fays : 
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Wrench awe from fouls, and tic the wifer ionls 
To thy falfe fecming ? 6 ftlood, thou flill art blood : 7 
Let's write good anc,cl on the .devil's horn, 
' 1 is not the devil's cicft. 8 

it O place and frrettnefs ! millions of ialie eyes 
k Arc ftuck upon tin. 
We have all heard of TcwK-b-lls, I own-halls, Town^clc rli, and 
7 i ; hut tlie i ar.e o* the plact (meaning a thing of general 

property, and proverbially diflinct from priva;e owncrfhip ) is, to 
nic at leaft, an idea which no example has hitherto countenanced. — - 
1 may add, that the plumt could be no longer idle, if it ferved as 
an index to the wind : — and with whatever propriety the vane in 
fomc petty markej-town might be riiftinguiihed. can we conceive 
ihcie was only a Tingle weathercock in fo large a city as Vienna,- 
where the fecne of this comedy is laid? Steevens. 

f coje,] For outfiue ; gath ; external fhew. Johnson. 

* Wrtnch awe from fools, find tie the wifer fouls 

To thj falje feeming? ] Here Shakfpeare judicioufly diftinguifhes 
the difTerent operations of high phce u*>on dihcrent minds. Fools 
are flighted, and wife men are allured. Thofc who cannot judge? 
but by the eye, are ealily awed by fplendour; thofe who confider 
men as well as conditions, are cadi y perfuaded to love the ap- 
pearance of virtue dignified with power. Johnson. 

7 Blood, thou flill art blood :] The old copy reads — Blood, 

ikcii art bhod. Mr. Tope, to fupply the fyltable wanting to 
complete the metre, reads — Blood, ihou ait but blood! But the 
word now introduced appears to rue to ->c;ree better with the con- 
text, and therefore more likely to have been the author's. — Blooit 
is ufed here, as in other places, ior temperament of body. 

MA LONE. 

* Ltts write good angel on tht devil s hem, 

TTl! n«t the devil's errjl. 1 i. e. Let the moft wicked thins have, 
but a virtuous pretence, and it (hall pafs for innocent* This wa* 
h:i conclufion fiom his preceding words: 
0 form ! 

How often doft thou with thy cafe, tny hjtbit, 

Wre. ch awe Jrom fonh % mnd tie the wifer fouls 

7 o thy falje f ermine? — — 
Bi t the Oxford editor makes him conclude juft counter 10 his own 
prcntiCci ; by altering it 10, 

1s t not the dfvit s ere/:? 
So '-hat, arrotding to this alteration, the rcafoning (lands thus : — 
I.tife fecrmog, wrenches awe from fools, and deceives the wife. 
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Enter Servant. 
How now, who's there ? 

Sekv. One Ifabcl, a lifter. 

Defircs accefs to you. 

Ang. Teach her the way. [Exit Serv. 

O heavens ! 

Therefore, Let us but write good angel on the devits horn, ( i. e. give 
him the appearance of an angel;) and what then? 1st not the devil's 
irejll (i. e . he fhall be eftccmed a devil.) Warburton. 

I am ftill inclined to the opinion of the Oxfoid editor. Angelo, 
reReaing on the difference between his feeming charadcr, and his 
real difpohtion, obferves, that he could change his gravity for a 
plume. He then digreffes into an apoftrophc , 0 dignity, how dofi 
thou impoje upon the world! then returning to himfclf, Blood (fays 
he) thou art tut Hood, however concealed with appearances and 
decorations. Title and character do not alter nature, which is 
ftill corrupt, however dignified : 

Let's write good angel on the devil's horn ; 

U\ not? — or rather — 'tis yet the devil's crejl. 

It may however be underflood, according to Dr. Warburton's 
explanation. O place, how dolt thou impofe upon the world by 
falfe appearances ! fo much, that if we write good angel en the devil's 
korn, 'tis not taken any longer to be the devil's aeji. In this fenfe, 

Blood, thou art but blood ! 
if an interjeaed exclamation. Johnson. 

A Hebrew proverb feems to favour Dr. Johufon's readin**: 
m 'Tis yet the devil's creft. " 

« A nettle ftanding among rnyulcs, doth notwithftanding retain 
the name of a netile. " Stekvens. 6 

Thispaflage as it Rand, appears to me to be right, and Angclo's 
reafoning to be this: «, O place! O form! though you wrench 
awe from fools, and tie even wifer fouls to you? falfe feeming, 
yet you make no alteration in the minds or conftitutions of thofe 
who poflefs , or adume you. — Though wc fhould write good angel 
on the devils horn, it will nut change his nature, fo as to eive 
him a right to wear that creft. - It b well known that the creft 
was formerly chofen cither as emblematical of fomc quality con- 
fpicuous in thewperfon who bore it, or as alluding to fome re- 
markable incidcni of his life; and on this ciicumftaucc depends the 
juftnefs of the prcfent allufiou. M. Mason. • 

It ftiould be remembered, that the devil is ufually reprefented 
with horns and cloven feet. The old copy appears to me to require 
no alteration. MAtosr. 1 

Vol. VI. G 
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VVhy docs my Mood thus mutter to my heart; 3 
Making both it unable for Ltfclf, 
And difpoffeffmg ail my other parts 
Ofnecciiary fitneTs ? 

So play the foolifh throngs with one that fwoons ; 
Come'all to help him, and To flop the air 
By which he mould revive: and even fo 
The general, fubjeft to a wctt-winYd king, 3 

* l 0 m « heart} ) Of ihii fpec^.i there is no other trace ia 

fromos and Cojfa*Hra\ than tbc lolloping: 

,« Both hope and dreade at once my harte doth tuch. 

Si EF.VFNS. 

3 The general, fubjeft !o a vtU-wJlU ting,] The later cditious 

have <« fubje£bi" but the old conic* read: 

The general fu'ojcd to a uell-uijh'd 
The general JuHed feetns a harfh csprelliou, but general JubjtH j 
ha, no fenfe at all, aud general was, in our author's time, a word 
lor people; fo that the general is the p$*flt x ox multitude, fubjea to 
a k i 11? . So. in Hamlet: „ The pUy pleafed not the million: 'twas 
caviare to the £<»</«/.•*' Johnson. * 

Mr. Malone ot ferves, that the ufc of this phrare « He general, 

for the people, continued fo late as to the time of Lord Clarendon : 

c« a* rather to be confented to, than that tkt general fhould fuffer. 11 
Hill. K. V. p 5 3o. Svo. I therefore adhere to the old reading, 
with only a flight change in the punduation. 

The gmtral, Jubjeei to a uell-wijh'd Jiftf, 
Quit, kc. 

i. e. the gmerality who are Jubjefls, See. 

Twice in Hamlet our author ufc» fuhjtA torfuljtlSs; 

,. So nightly toils the Jubjtfl of the land. " Ad I. fc. u 

Again, Ad I. fc. ii: 

ii The lifts and full proportions, all are made 

ii Out of his JubjeO. " 

The general fnbjett however may mean the Jubjecls m general, 
So, in As fOu like ii, AQ II. fc. vii: 

\Vouldlt thou difeorgc into tht, general W9rla\ 

So tie Duke had before (A3 I. fc. ii.) expteffed hU dlllike ot 
popular appiaufe: * 

u* I'll privily away. I love the people, 
.4 But do not like to flape me to their e\ e i, 
n Though it do well, I do not relifli welt 
ii Their loud applauffl and Ctti vehement; 
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Ouit their own part, and in obfcquiotis fondnefs 
Crowd to his prefcnce, where their untaught love 
Mud needs appear ollcncc. 

Enter Isabella. 

How now, fair maid? 

Isab. 1 am come to know your pleafure. 
Ang. That you might know it, would much becteT 
plcafc me, 

Than to demand what'tis. Your brother cannot live. 
Isar. Even fo ? — Heaven keep your honour! 

• [ Retiring. 

Axo. Yet may he live a while; ami, it may be, 
As long as you,* or I: Yet he mult die. - 
Isab. Under your Icntcncc ? 

i« Nor do I think the mm of hie difcretion, 

i< Thai docs aliect it. " 
t cannot help thinking that SVikfpeare, in thefc two pafla^es, 
intended to llatier the unkingly weaknefs of J amcs the Fnfl, whuh 
made him fo impatient of the ctowds that Hoiked to fee him, efpe- 
daily upon hi* fir 11 coming, that, as fome of our hiflorians fay , 
he reftraincd them by a proclamation. Sir Symonds l> Ewes in 
his Memoirs of hi* own Life, * has a remarkable parage with 
regard to this humour of James. After taking notice, that the 
king going to parliament, on the 3oth of Januaiy, i6iO-l, «« fpake 
lovingly to the people, and {aid, God blefs ye, God blcfi ye ; " 
hfadris thefc word I, «» contrary to his former haffy and paffiouate 
cuiiorn, which often, in I. is fudden difUmper, would Lid a pox or 
a plague on luch as fiotked to fee hint. " TyrWHITT. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt's . appofitc remark might finjl fupport, if it 
needed any, from the following paflage in a True jV arration fif the 
I'nttitninmcrti of his Rvyall Mjy/fiV, frvtn the Time of his D'taiture 
from EJ:rbro*h, till his rect'tving in London, Sec. kc. iGo?< t '* — hr 
was faine to puLlith an inhibition apinft the inordinate and dayly 
acccfle of peonies comminj, " Sec. Yieevins. 
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« 

Axe. Yea. 

Isab. When, I befcech you? that in his reprieve, 
Longer, or fliorter, he may be fo fitted, 
'1 hat his foul ficken not. 

Ang. Ha! Fie, thefe filthy vices! It*were as good 
T.o pardon him, that hath from nature flolen 

■ 

A man already made, as to remit 

Their fawcy fweetnefs, that do coin heavens image, 

Jn (lamps that arc forbid: * 'tis all as eafy 

Falfcly to take away a life true made, 6 

As to put mettle in rcflraincd means, 7 

To make a falfc one. 



4 i that hath from valure flelen 

A man already made, J i. c. that hath killed a man. Maloke. 

T Their Jawci fweetnefs, that do coin heaven's image 

In (lamps that are forbid : J Wcmeetwith nearly the fame words 
in King Eiiuard III. a tragedy, 1196, certainly prior to this play : 

11 And will your facred fclf 

11 Commit hi»h trcafon 'gainft the king of heaven, 
<( To Jlamp his image in forbidden metal f" 
Thefe lines are fpoken by the countefs of Salilbury , whofc 
(chattily like Ifabcl's) was aflY.lcd by her fovcreign. 

Their Jaivcy Jweelnefs Dr. Warburton interprets, their fawcf 
indulgence of their appetite. Perhaps it means nearly the fame a* 
what is afterwards called Jweel uucleannefs. Maloke. 

Stveelnefs, in the prefent iuftance has, 1 believe, the fame fenfe 
as — lickerijhnefs. Steevens. 

6 Falfely to take away a life true made,] Fal/ely is the fame with 
di/honejlly, illegally: (o falfe, in the next line but one, is illegal , 
iilreitimatt. Johnson. 

. 7 ■ mettle in retrained means,] In forbidden moulds. I fufpett 
means not to be the right word, but I cannot find another. 

Johnson. 

I fhould fuppofe that our author wrote, 

in retrained mints, 

as the alluhon may be ftill to coining. Sir W. D'Avcnant omits 
the parage. Steevens. • 

Mettle, the reading of the old copy, which was changed to metal 
by Mr. Theobald, (who has been followed by the fubfequent 
editors, ) is fupported not only by the general purport of the pafoge. 
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Isab. Tis fet down fo in heaven, but not inearth. 1 
Ang. Say you fo ? then 1 ihall poze you quickly. 

(in which our author having already illuftratcd the fentiment he has 
attributed 10 Angclo by an aliufion to coining, would not °L\c the 
fume image a fecond time,) but by a fimilar exprcfilon in limon: 
44 thy father, that poor rag, 

44 Mufl br'ihy rnbjca; who in ij.itc put fiijf ■ * 

11 J o fome fhe-beggar, and compounded ilice, 

44 Poor rogue hereditary. " 
Again, in The Winter's Tale: 

14 As rank as any fla\-wcnch, that puts to, 

14 Before her troih-plight. " 
Th« controverted word is found again in the fame fenfc in Macbeth: 

14 thy undaunted mettle Ihould compofc 

44 Nothing but males. " 
Again, in A. Richard 11: 

44 ——that bed, that womb, 

41 That mettle, thai fclf mould that fafhion'd thee, 

44 Made him a man. " 
Again, in Timcn of Athens: * 

14 Common mother, thou, 

11 Whofe womb uumeafurablc, and infinite breaft, 

44 Teems and feeds all ; whofe fclf-famc mttthy 

44 Whereof thy proud child., arrogant man, is pulf'd, 

41 Engenders the black toad, " 8cc. 
Means is here ufed for medium , or object , and the fenfc of the 
whole is this : "Pis as eafy wickedly to deprive a man bom in wedlock 
of life, as to hart unlawful commerce with a maid , in order to give life 
to an illegitimate child. The thought is (imply, that murcicr. is as 
cafy as tornication ; and the inference which Angclo would draw, 
is, that it is as improper to pardon the latter as the former. The 
words — to make a faljt ont — evidently referring to life, fhew that 
the picceding line is to be uuderftood in a natural, aud not in a 
metaphorical, fenfc. Malone. 

8 'tis Jet down fo in heaven, but r.ot in earth.] I would have it 
confrdercd, whether the train of the difcourfe docs not rather require 
Ifabcl to fay: 

'Tis fo fet down in earth, but not in heaven. 
When (he has faid this, 7'hen, fays Angclo, / Jhall poze yo:t quitkh. 
"Would you, who, for the prefent purpofc, declare your brother's 
crime to be lefs in the fight of heaven, than the law has made it; 
would you commit that crime, light as it is, to lave your brqther's 
life? To this (he anfwers, not very plainly in cither reading, but 
more appofucly to that which I propofc : 

J had rather gne my body than my foul. Johnson. 
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Which had you rather, That the moft jufl. Jaw 
Now took your brother's life ; or, to redeem him,* 
Give up your body to fuch fweet unclcannefs , 
As flie that he hath flain'd? 

Isab*. Sir, believe this, 

I had rather give m y bodv than mv foul? 9 

Ang. 1 talk not of your foul ; Our compelled fins* 
Stand more for number than accompt.* 

Isab. Howfavyou? 
Ang. Nay, I'll not warrant that; for I can ipeak 
A gain A the thing I fay. Anlwer to this;—- 
1 , now the voice of the recorded Law , 
Pronounce a fentencc on yuur brother's life: 

What you have flatcd is undoubtedly the divine law : murder 
and fornication arc both forbid by the canon of /crip lure ; — lul'ou 
earth the laitci olleuce is conhdered as let's heiuous than the former. 

MALONt. 

So, in King John : • 
" Some tins do bear their privilege on earth, 
" And lo doth yours. " STtrvENS.. 

• or, to redeem him, ] 1 he old copy has— artd to redeem him , 

The emendation was made by Sir William D Avcnant. Malon*. 

9 / had ratker pive my bodv than my foul. ] Ifabel, I believe, 
ufes the words, 11 give mv body, " in a different feufe from that in 
which t.,ey had been employed by Augclo. She means, 1 think., / 
had father die, tkan forfeit my eternal happineji ly ih* projtilution oj 
mj per/on. Malone. 

She may mean I had rather give up mj body to imprifonment t that. 

f7i) f»<ti to perdition. SrEIVLNS. 

* Out comptlCd fijts \ 

St.snd more for number tkan accompt. J A&ions to which we 

.lie compelled, however numerous, arc not imputed to us by heaven 
as cntue!,. If you cannot favc your biollier but by the lofs of your 
chattily, it it not a voluntary but compelled lin, for which you 
cannot be accountable. MALONE. 

The old copy reads — ^ 

" Stand more for number than for accompt. " 
I have omitted the lecond for , which bad been cafually repeated 
by the coinpoiiior. Sitsri.ii. 
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Might there not be a charity in fin n 
To lave this brother's life? 

Isab. Pleafe you to do't, 

I'll take' it as a peril to my foul, 
It is not fin at all, but charity. 

Ang. Pleas 1 d you to do't, at peril of your foul, 1 
Were equal poize of fin and charity. 

Isab. That 1 do beg his life, il it be fin, 
Heaven , let me bear it! you granting of my fuit, 
If that be fyi , F1I make it my morn prayer 
To have it added to the faults of mine, 
And nothing of your, anfwer. 4 

Ang. Nav , but hear me : 

Your fenfe purfucs not mine : cither you are ignorant, 
Or fecm fo , craftily; 5 and that's not good. 

Isab. Let me be ignorant, 6 and in nothing good, 
But gracioufly to know I am no better. 

3 Fit aid yen to do't , at peril, See.] The rcafoninc; is thus: 
Am^elo afks, whether there might not be a chanty in Jin lo ja. t this 
Iruther. Kabclla anfwers , that ij Angelo will Javi Aim, Jhe will 
JlaKt her Joul tknt it were charity , not Jm. An^elo replies, that if 
Jlabelia would Jow% him' at the hazard of i.er foul, it would be not indeed 
no Jin. but a Jin to which the charity would be equivalent. JOHNSON. 

* And nothing of your, anfwtr, ] I think it /hould be read, 
And nothing of yours, anjwer. 
You, and whatever isyouu, be exempt from penalty. Joknson. 

And nothing of ycir an/uei , mens, r.nd make r.O part cf Ihojt fin* 
for which you Jliali be railed to anjwer. Stecvcns. 
1 This pal!a£c would br ikar, I think, if it were pointed tints : 
To have it added to the faults oj mint, 
And nothing of your , anjwer. 
So that the iubitantive anjwer may be isndcrltood to be joined in 
conuuicrion with mine as will a> JMtor. The faults ej\.>..c aijwtr 
arc the faults which I am to anfwei for. TVkW'HITT. 

I craftily j] The old «-opy reads — crcfts. Corrected by 

Sir William D Avowant. Malone. 

6 Let me be ignorant, ] Me i> Wanting in the original copy. The 
emendation was made bv the editor of the fecond folio. Malone. 
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Ang. Thus wifdom wiflics to appear moft bright, 
When it doth tax itfclf : as thefe black maflcs 
Proclaim an cnfliield beauty 6 ten times' louder 

6 Pr oclaim an enflMcld beauty— ] An enjhield beauty is a' Jhi tided 
beauty, a beauty ioveted nr frot'tled as with a Jhifld. Stievrks. 

. ., , at tkejt block wafl.» 

Proclaim an cnfliield beauty, fcc. 
This fhould be written e-.-JheU'd, 01 in-Jhcird, at it is in Coriolanus, 
Ad IV. fc. vi : 

» Thrufls forth his horns aguin into the world 

» That were in-jhcU I'd wlien Marcius ftood for Rome. " 

Thcfe Hajkt mud mean, 1 think, the Majks of the audience f 
however improperly a compliment to them is put into the mouth 
of Angtlo. As Shakfpeare would hardly have been guilty of fuch 
an indecorum to flatlet a common audience, I think this paflage 
affords ground for fuppohng that the play was written to be a£ted 
at court. Some ftrokes of particular flattery to the King 1 have 
already pointed out; and there are fcvctal other general reflections, 
in the chaiader of the Duke efpecially, which fcem calculated for 
the royal ear. 

I do not think fo well of the conjcfluTc in the latter part of this 
note, as 1 did fome years ago; and therefore I fhould with to with- 
diaw it. Not that I am inclined to adopt the idea of Mr. Riifon, 
as I fee no ground for fuppoftng that Ifabella la I any majk in her 
hand. My notion at prcfent is, that the phrafe theft black majks 
fignities nothing more than black majks; according to an. old idiom 
of our language, by which the demonltrativc pronoun is put for 
the prcpofttivc artule. See the Glojfary to Chaucer, edit. 1775; 
This, TLife. Shakfpearc feera< to have ufed the fame idiom not 
only in the paflTage quoted Ly Mr. Steevens from Romeo and Juliet, 
but alio in King lln.ry JY. Part 1. Ad I. fe. iii : 

* l and, but for theft vile gun*, 

" He woald himielf haVc been a foldier. " 

With refpea to the former part of this note, though Mr. Ritfon 
has told us that m enjhield is certainly put by contraction for 
erjhitlded," I have n6 objection to leaving my conjecture in its 
place, till fome authority is produced for fuch an ufage of enjhield 
or tnjhitldtd. Tyrwhitt. 

There arc iu fiances of a fimilar contraction or elifion , in our 
author s plays. 1 bus, bloat, for bloated, ballajl for ballapd , and 
waft for wajled, with many others. Ritson. 

Sir William D'Avenan! reads — as a bh.k majk; but I am afraid 

» 

♦ 
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Than beauty could difplayerl. — Rut mark mc; 
To be received plain, Til fpeak more grofs: 
Your brother is to die. 
Jsab. So. 

Ang. And his offence is fo , as it appears 
Accountant to the law upon that pain.* 
, Isab. True. 

Ang. Admit no other way to fave his life , 
(As I fufcribe notthat / 7 nor any other, 
But in the lofs of queflion , ) that you , his fitter , 
Finding yourfelf defir'd of fuch a perfon , 
Whofe credit with the judge, or own great place, 
Could fetch your brother from the manacles 

» 

• 

Mr. Tyrwhitt is too well fupportcd in his firft fupp'ofition, by a 

paflagc at the beginning of Romeo and Juliet: 

14 thfje happy majks that kifs fair ladies' brows, 

" Being blath, pat us in mind they bide the fair." Steevbns. 

6 Accountant to the law upon that pain. ] Pain is here for penalty, 

punijlitntnt. Johnson. 

7 As I fubferibe not thai,] To fubferibe means, to agree to. 

Milton ufes the word in the fame fcufe. 

So alfo, in Marlowe's Luft's Dominion, 1661: 
*• Subfcribe to his defires. " Steevlns. 

* But in the lofs of. quefiion, ] The lofs of queftion I do not 
well underftand, and Ihould rather read: • 

But in the tofs of quefion. 
In the agitation, in the difcuflion of the queftion. To tofs an argu- 
ment is a common phrafe. Johnson. 

This expreffion, I believe, means, but in idle fuppofition. or converfa- 
iion that tends to nothing, which may therefore, in ourauihor's language, 
be called the lofs of qnejlion. Thus, in Coiiolanus, AS. III. ft. i. : 

41 The which (hall turn you to no other harm, 

m Than fo much lofs of time. " 
Quejion, in Shakfpeaic , often bears this meaning. So, in his 
Tartuw and Lucrece : 

44 And after fupper, long he quejfioned 

" With raodeft Lucrece," 8cc. Steevens. 

Quejion it ufed here, as in many other places, for converfatioh. 

Mauoki. 
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Of the all-binding law ; ' and that there were 
No caithlv mean to lave him , but that either 
You muft lay down the trcaiurcs of your body 
To tliib fuppofed, or clfc let him fuller ; * 
What would you do? 

IbAb. As miicli for my poor brother, as myfclf: 
That is , Were I under the terms of" death , 
The imprellion of keen whips Yd wear as rubies, 
And ftrip my ie If to death, as, to a bed « 
That longing I have been fick for, ere Ed yield 
My body up to fhame. 

Ang. Then muft your brother die. 

IsAB, And 'twere the cheaper way : 
Better it were , a brother died at once , 5 
Than that a filler, by redeeming him, 
Should die for ever. 

AxC. Were not you then as cruel as the fen ten cc 
That you have flandcrM fo? 

9 Of the all-binding lav;] 1 lie old edition* read: 
■ all-huiidiuc law. Johnson. 

The emendation h Theobald's, Stebveks. 

* — — . or tlft Itt kim Jiifffr;] The old copy iead>, — 11 or clfc 
to let him, " Sec Steevem. 

• 

Sir Thomas llanmer read* more grammatically — 11 or elfe let 
him tullct." But our author ii frequently inacruiatc in the con- 
lhuciion of lm ftutcuccs. I have tlureloic adhered to the old copy. 
You muji be vnder the neetffity [ to let, 8:c. j mull be undcrftood. 

So, in Holinlhed's Htjiviy of Scotiar.d^ p. 1 5o : " — aflecp thev 
were io.fait, that a man might have removed the chamber over 
them, foouer than to have awaked them out ot their drunken Deep." 

Malone. 

The old copy reads — fuppofed, not fuppos'i. The fecond to in 
the line mi^ht therefore be the compofuor's accidental repetition of 
the firft. Being uunsr<efL;y to icnle, and injurious to meafurc, I 
have omitted it. — The page* of Holiufhed will furnifJh examples of 
every bluuder to which printed woiks art- liable. STEEVINS, 

* a btcihtr died at cue.} Perhnps wc fhou! I read: 
Jieltet ii vert, a br«l!,(r dild for «;.cf, &c. Johnson. 
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Isab. Ignomy in ranfom , 4 and free pardon, 
Are, of two uoufes : lawful mercy is 
Jfo thing akin ' to foul redemption. 

Ang. You feciu'd of late to muke the law a tyrant; 
And rather prov'd the Aiding of your brother 
A merriment than a vice. 

Isab. O , pardon me , my lord ; it oft falls out, 
To have what we'd i iavc , we fpeak not what we mean : 
I forncthing do excufe the thing I hate , 
' For his advantage that 1 dearly love. 

Ang. We are all frail. 

Isab. Eife let my brother die, 

If not a feodary , but only he , * 

* Ignomy in ranfom, ] So the word ignominy was formerly writtcu. 
Thus, in froilus and Crejfua, Act V. fc. iii : 

11 Hence, brother lacquey! ignomy and fhame," &c. Reed. 

Sir William IVAvcnant's alteration of thclc lines may ptove a 
realonably good comment on them : 

t; Igitable taufom no proportion bears 
"To pardon freely given.'" Malone. 

The fee otid folio tcads — ignominy ; but wliichfoever reading we 
lake, the line will be inharmonious, if not defective. Steevens. 

f Nothing aitn — ] The old copy reads iiu. For this trivial 
emendation 1 am anfwerablc. Steevens. 

If not a feodary , but only he , ice. j This is fo obfeure , but 
the allufion fo tine, that it deferves to be explained. A Jeodaiy 
was one thai in the times of vaflalagc held lauds of the chief lord, 
under the tenure of paying rent and fcrvice : whit h tenures were 
called Jeuda amongll the Goths. Now, fays Angelo, »« we arc 

all frail; " " Yes, replies Ifabella ; if all mankind were not 

Jtodaries , who owe what they are to this tenure of imbecility , and 
who fuccecd each other by the fame tenure , as well as my brother, 
J would give him up. *' The comparing mankind, lying under* the 
weight of original hn , to a feodary , who owes Juit and feriicc i* 
his loid , is, I thiuk, not ill imagined. Warburion. 

Shakfpcare has the lame allufion in CymbeUnt: 

»* ! fenfelcfs bauble, 

* 4 Art thou a Jeodarie , for this ad ? " 
Again, in the prologue to Marilon's Sophonijla , 1606; 
" For fevcutccu kings wff? Carthage fcod*rt,'\ 
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Owe, 6 and fuccccd by weaknefs. 7 

Ang. /Nay , women are frail {po. 

IsAB.Ay,as the glafles where they view thcmfclve^ 
Which are as eafy broke as they make forms.* 

Mr. M. Mafon cenfures rac for not perceiving that ftodary Ggni- 
fies an accomplice. Of this I was fully aware , as it fupports the 
fenfe contended for by Warburton , and fecroingty acquicfccd in by 

Dr. Johnfon Every vaffal was au accomplice with, his lotd ; i. e. was 

iubjc& to be executor of the mifchicf he did not contrive, and 
was obliged to follow in every bad caufe which his fupcrior led. 

Stefvi NS. 

I have (hewn in a note on Cymbeline , that Jeodary was ufed by 
Shakfpearc in the fenfe of an t»Jfociate y and fuch undoubtedly is its 
fignilication here* Dr. Warburton's note theicfore is certainly 
wrong, and ought to be expunged. 

After having afcertaincd the true meaning of this word, I muft 
own, that the remaining part of the paflagc before us is extremely 
difficult. 1 would, however, reliorc the original reading tky , and 
the meaning fhould feem to be this : — We arc all frail , fays An- 
gclo. Yes, replies Ifabella; if he has not one afTociate in his ciime, 
if no other pcrfon own and follow the fame criminal courfes which, 
you are now purfuing, let my brother fuller death. t 

I think it , however , extremely probable that fomething is 
omitted. It is obfcrvable , that the line '* — Owe, and fucceed thy 
weaknefs does not, together with the fubfequent line. — "Nay, 
women are frail too, — make a perfect vcrfc : Irom which it may 
be conjectured that the compofuor's eye glauced from the word 
fucceed to weaknefs in a fubfequent hemiftich . and that by this ovcr- 
Hght the paflagc is become unintelligible. Malonc. 

* Owe,] To owe is, in this place, to own, to hold y to have 
pofleOion. Johnson. 

• 7 by weaknefs.) The old copv reads— tkj weaknefs. 

Steevens. 

The emendation was made by Mr. Rowc. I am by no means 
fatisfied with it. Thy is much more likely to have been printed by 
miflake for this , than the word which has been fubftituted. Yet Ihis 
weaknefs and by weaknefs arc equally to be undcrflood. Sir W. 
D Avenant omitted the paflagc in his Law againjl Lovers, probably 
•n account of its difficulty. MALONE. 

4 — gl'J's ; 

Which are as eafy broke las they make formu] Would it not be 
better to read ? 



•take forms. Johnson. 
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Women ! — Jiclp heaven ! men their creation mar 
In profiting by them. 9 Nay, call us ten times frail j 
For we are (bit as our complexions are, 
And credulous to falfe prints. * 

Ang. I think it well : 

And from this teftimouy of your own fex, 
(Since, I fuppofe, we are made to be no ftronger 
Than faults may fliakcourframes,) letmcbebold; — 
I do arrefl*your words ; Be that you are , 
That is , a woman ; if you be more, you're none; 
If you be one , (as you are well cxprefs'd 
By all external warrants , ) fhow it now , 
By putting on the deftin'd livery. 

Isab. I have no tongue but one: gentle my lord, 
Let me intreat you fpeak the former language. * 

9 In profiting by them.] In imitating them , in taking them for 
examples. Johnson. 

If men mar their own creation, by taking women for their ex- 
ample , they cannot be faid to prof I much by them. — Ifabella is 
deploring the condition of woman-kind , formed fo frail and cre- 
dulous, that men prove the definition of the whole fex, by taking 
advantage of their weaknefs , and uling them for their own pur- 
pofes. She therefore calls upon Heaven to aflift them. This, 
though obfcurely expreffed , appears to me to be the meaning of this 
paflage. M. Mason. % 

Dr. Johnfon does not Ceera to have underftood this paflage. 
Ifabella certainly does not mean to fay that men mar their own 
creation by taking women for examples. Her meaning is, that 
men debafe their nature by taking advantage of fuch weak pitiful 
creatures. — Edinburgh Magazine, Nov. 1786. Steevens. 

■ For we are Jcjt as our complexions are , 

And credulous to fal/e prints. ] i. e. take any impreffion. 

WiRBURTON. 

So , in Twelfth Night : 

(i How cafy is it for the proper falfe 
u In women's waxen hearts to fct their forms ! 
«t Alas! our frailty is the caufe, not we; 
« For, fuch as we are made of, fuch we be." . Malone. 
' /peak the former language. ] Ifabella anfwers to his cir- 
cumlocutory courtfhip, that Die has but en* tongue, fhe does not 



1 
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Axn. Plainly conceive , I love you. 

Is au. My brother did lovejuliet , and you tell me, 
That he ffaall die for it. 

Ang. He fliall nor , Ifabel, if you jrive me love. 

Isab. I know, your virtue hath a licence in*t , 1 
Which (eems a little fouler than it is * 
To pluck on others. 

Ang. Believe me , on mine honour. 

My words exprefs my purpofe. 

Isab. Ha ! little honour to be much belicv'd, 
And mod pernicious purpolc! — Seeming, feem- 
ing ! * — 

I will proclaim thee , Angclo; look for't: 

£>ign me a prcfent pirn! on for -my brother, 

Or, with an out-ftretchM throat, I'll tell the world 

Aloud , \vhat man thou art. 

Ang. Who will believe thee , Ifabel ? 

My unfoii'd name, the auflercnefs of my life, 

i.ndcrfhnd this new plirafc , and defires him to talk h*s farmer 
gunge, that i$ , to talk as he talked belore. Johnson 

3 1 know your lirlue hath a licence in't, ] Alluding to the licences 
given bv minilters to their fpies , to oo into ail fufpeaed companies, 
and join in the latigua-e of malcontents. Warbukton. 

I fufpccl W : arburton'» interpretation to be more ineenious than 

juft. 1 lie obvious meaning is / know jour virtue ajjumrs ai air 

cf licer.tiovfnrft which u net natural to yfiu , on pnrpeft to try nr. - ■ — 
i liubargh Magazine , Nov. 17S6. SlEEVENS. 

* Which f'rms a little fouler y Sec] So, in Pronr>< ard C of an. Ira * 
11 Caf. Renowned lord, you ufe this fpeech (J hope) your 
rhrall to trye , 

it W otherwife, my brother's life fo deare I will not b\e.' 
'« Pro. Fair dame, n>y outward looks my inward thoughts 
bewrav ; 

<i U you mifhuft , to feaTch my harte , would God you' 
had a kave." Sieevens. 

' &£KMf, fttmin«!] Hypotrify , byporrify; counterfeit 

Virtue. Johnson. 
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• 

My vouch againfl you** and my place i the ftatc, 

Will fo your accufation over- weigh, 

That you'fhall ft'iilc in your own report, 

And fmell of calumny. 7 I have begun; 

And now I give my fcniual race the rein i z 

Fit thy confent to my (harp appetite ; 

Layby all nicety, and prolixious blufhcs, 9 - 

That banifh what they fuc lor; redeem thy brother 

By yielding up thy body to, my will; 

Or elfe he mud not only die the death 

6 My vouch tt^r.i"Jl *ou,] The calling his denial of her charge 
hi* vouch) ha* fonicihing fine. Vouth is the teftimony one man bears 
for another. So that, by this, he infmuates, his authority was fo 
gir.it , th.it his denial would have the fame credit that a vouch or 
tcflimony has in ordinary c^fes. Warbvr ton. 

I believe this beauty is mere!)' imaginary, and that vouch againjl 
means no more than denial. Johnson. 

' That iou fliail jlifit in jour own report , 

A-d /null of calumny.] A metaphor from a lamp or candle 
extinguished in its own grcafe. Steevens. 

8 And now I girt my fenfuul race the rein:] And now I give my 
fenfes the rein, in the tacc they are now actually running. HEATH* 

9 and prolixious blufhes , j The word prolixious is not pe- 
culiar to Shakfpcarc* I find it in Mojes his Birth and Miracles , 
by Drayton : 

>t Mod part by water, more prolixious was, " Sec. 
Again, in the Dedication to Gabriel Harvey's Hunt is Up , l5f)S: 

(i rarifier of prolixious rough barbarifm," fee. 

Again, in Nafh's Lenten Stuff, &c. i r >0<): 

«• well known unto them by his prolixious fca- wandering. " 

Prolixious bhtjkes mean what Milton has elegantly called 
u - — fweet reluflant delay.'' Srr.tVENS. 

a die the death, ] This feems to be a folemn phrafe for death 

inRiaed bv law. So , in A Midj'ummer Nigkl'i Dream; 
.< Preptrt to die tiie death." Johnson. 

It is a phrafe taken from fcripturc , as is obferved in a note on 
The Mutjuvmtr Night's Dream. Sf levens. 

The phrafe is a «r>od phrajt , as Shallow fays , but I do not 
concehc it to be either of le^al or Jcriytural Origin. Chaucei ufe» 
it frequently. See Lar.t. Tales, ver. 6c. 

n They were adiadde of him, a« of I \e dtth. " ver. \12Z. 
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But thy unkindncfs fhall his death draw out 

To lingering fufferancc : anfwer me to-morrow , 

Or, by die affection that now guides me moft, 

Til prove a tyrant to him : As for you, 

Say what you can, my falfe o'crweighs your true. 

[Exit. 

Isab. To whom mould 1 complain? Did I tell 
this , 

Who would believe me? O perilous mouths, 

That bear in them one and the felf-famc tongue, 

Either of condemnation or approof ! 

Bidding the Law make courtTy to their will ; 

Hooking both right and wrong to the appetite, 

To follow, as it draws! 1*11 to my brother : 

Though he hath fallen by prompture 5 of the blood, 

Yet hath he in him fucha mind ol honour, 4 

That had he twentv heads to tender down 

On twenty bloody blocks, he'd yield them up, 

Before his fifter fhould her body (loop 

To fuch abhorr'd pollution. 

Then Ifabcl , live chafte , and , brother , die : 

More than our brother is our chaftity. 

1*11 tell him yet of Angelo's requell , 

And fit his mind to death, for his foul's reft. 

[Exit. 

» 

M The deth he feleth thurgh hi* herte fmite. " It feeros to hare 
been originally a miftaken tranQaiion of the French La Mort. 

Tyrwhitt. 

' — _ prompture — ] Suggeflion , temptation , inftigation. 

Johnson. 

4 ■ f uck a mind of honour , ] This, in Shakfpeare's language, 
may mean, fuck an honourable mind, as he ufesutni»i«i of love ," in 
The Merchant of Venice, for laving mind. Thus alfo , in Philajer : 

«« T I had thought, thy mind 

a H*d been oj honour." Steevens. 
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ACT III. SCENE I. 
A Room in the Prijon. 
Enter Duk.e , Claudio, and Provoft. 

Duke. So , then you hope of pardon from lord 

An gel o ? 

Claud. The miferable have no other medicine, 
But only hope : 

I have hope to live, and am prepaf d to die. 

Dukl. Be ablolute for death ; 6 cither death, or 
life, 

Shall thereby be the fweeter. Reafon thus with life, — 

If 1 do lofe thee, 1 do lofe a thine: 

That none butfools would keep : 7 a breath thou art, 

* Be abfolute for death j] Be determined to die, ^without any hope 

of life. Horace, 

" — The hour which exceeds expectation will be welcome. " 

Johnson. 

f That none but fools would keep:] But this reading is noi onlv 
contrary to all fenfe and reafon , but to the drift of this moral 
difcouvfe. The Duke, in his affumed character of a fnai , is 
endeavouring to inftil into the condemned pnfoner a refignaiioift 
of mind to his fentente ; but the feufc of the lines in this reading, 
is a dire i perfuahve to Juitide} I make no doubt, but the poet 
wrote, 

That none but fools would Teck : _ 
i. e. care for, be anxious about, regret the lofs of. So, in the 
tragedy of Tancred and Gifmund, Ad IV. fc. iii : x 

t« Not that fhe reds this life. " — — 

And Shakfpeare, in The Two Gentlemen of Verona: 

» licckmg as little what betidcth me. " 

Warburton. 

The meaning leems plainly this, that none but fools would wifh 
iO ketp life; or, none but fools would keep it,, if choice were allowed. 
A feufc which, whether true or not, i» certainly innocent. 

Johnson. 

Vol. VI. H 
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( Servile to all the fluey influences , ) 
That dofl this habitation, where thou kecp'ft, 7 
Hourly afflict : merely , thou art death's fool; 
lor him thou labour 11 by thy flight to fliun, 
And yet run" ft toward him flill : 8 Thou art not 
noble; 

Keep, in this place, I believe, may not fignify prefer' e y but care 
far. " No leuger for to liven i nc krpc, " fays jEneas in Chaucer's 
Dido, Queen of Carthage; and clfewhere : 11 That I kept no! 
rchearfed be:*' i. e. which I enrt not to have rchearfed. 
Again, in 'I he Knightes Tale, Tyrwhitt's edit. vcr. 2240: 

kl I kept DOUght of amies for to yclpe. " 
Again, in A Al'7 j'Je of a Man called Houleglafs, bl. 1. no date. 

• k Then the parton bad him remember that he had a foulc for 
to kepf, and he preached and teached to him the ufe of conicf- 

fjOU, " See. STEEVtNS. 

Mr. Steev cos's explanation is confirmed by a paflage in Tit 
Hut chefs of Maify % by Webfter, ( iCs3) an author who has frequently 
imitated ShAipe.irc, and who perhaps followed him in the prefent 
iuljajicc i 

Of what is't fecit make fuch vain keeping? 
m Sin t!ieir conception, their birth weeping ; 
" 1 heir tiff 9 general mift of, error; 
" Their dcaih a hideous florin of terror. " 
See the Glofiary- to Mr. Tyrwhitt's edit, ol the Canleiiury 
lain ><j Chancer, v. kepe. Mai ONE. 

7 '. at rlofl this habital:on y vhere Ikov itrp'Jt^ Sir T. Hnnmcr 
chanced d*f io do without nereffity or authority. The coulli notion 
is not, 11 the Hdrv influences ihat do, " but, " a breath thou art, 
thai . ofl. ' xc. If " Servile to all the fkiev influences" be inclofcd 
in a pjicmhelis, all the difficulty will vanifli. Porson. 

8 merely, thou art death's fool ; 

lor km thou laliur'Jl by thy fight to Jlivn, 

And yet run'ji tcuard km Jill:] In thofc old farce' called 
Neialitifj, the Joel of the piece, in order to fliow the inevitable 
appioaches or death, is made to employ all hit flrntngems to ..void 
hitn; which, as the matter is ordered, bring the fori at every turn, 
ii.to his very jaws. So that the representations of thefe femes 
would afford a great deal of good mnt/t and viorals mixed mother. 
And fiom fuch rircumihnce5, in the genius of our .inc eftor*' public k 
diveilions, I fuppofc it was, that the old proverb arole, ol lei-g 
meny and wife. Wakbprton. 
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■ 

For all the accommodations that thou bcar'ft 
Arc nurs'd by bafcnels:* Thou art by no i 
valiant; 

I-or thou doit fear the foft and tender fork ' 



Lawyer 'T^T "I • OCC1U1 in Th Homjt 

Lawyer, a comedy, by S. S. ibib : r 

" Will thou be a fflol of fair? who can 
l « Prevent the dettiny decreed for man?" 

N Steevens. 

It is obferved by the Edicor of the Sad Shepherd , 8vo ,-83 
p. 14. that the initial letter of Stow s Survey, contains a repre- 
Icntation of a nruggle between Death and the foci,- ,hc fibres of 
Which were moft probably copied from.thofc characters as .ormerly 
exhibited on the flagc. Reed. 7 

There are no fuch ■ Mm a, Death and the Fool, in any old 
Morohty now extant. They fcem to have exifted only i„ ,h e *«J 
Sk*m. Jhe two figures in the ini.i.,1 leuer of Stow's Suu.,y, 
ifio3, which have been miflaken for thefe two pe.fona .es, have no 
alluf.on whatever to the lla^e, being merely one o! the fet known 
by the ^ of Deaths Dance, ani anally copied from the margin 
o an old Miflal. The cene in the mode, a pantomime « hJ£Z 
Skeleton fcem. ^to h.j. been fugged by fome playhoule tradition 
of Death and the tool. Ritson. 

» Are r.urtd by bafenefs : J Dr. Warburton is vindoubtedlv mif- 
taken ,n fuppofing that by bafenefs is m Carit f fl r hve h J 
as the motive of all human" action,. ShaklpLe inU meK 
oblerve that a rmnute analvfM of life at once deRroys hat lcn! 
dour which dalles the imagination. Whatever grandeur can drf- 
play, or luxury enjoy, is procured by bajenefs, by ofhecs of which 
the m nd fhnnks from the contemplation. ' All , he ddirar of 
the table may be faced back to the fliamble, and the dunghill, all 
magnificence of build.ng was hewn from the quarrv, and all the 
pomp ol ornament dug from among the damps and'daiknefs of the 
mine. Johnson. 

This is a thought which Shakfpcare delight! to exprefs. 

So, in Antony aud Cleopatra : 

,l our dung, earth alike 

•« Feeds man as beau. " 

Again : 

*• Which fleeps, and never palates more the dune 

" Th* briars r.urj;, and Cetjars." Steevens. 

H 2 
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Of a poor worm : * Thy bcfl of reft is fleep, 
And that thou oft provok'ft; yet grofsly iear'ft 
Thy death, w hich is no more. 3 Thou art not thyfelf; 4 
fur thou cxilVft on many a thou fan d grains v 
That iduc out of dull : Happy thou art not : 
For what thou haft not, ftill thou ftriv'ft to get: 
And what thou haft, forgct'ft : Thou art not certain ; 

« the Joft and tender fork 

Vj a poor worm:] M'<>rn i s put for any creeping thine or 
Jeyfeni. Shak.fpe.ire fuppofes falfely , but according to the vulgar 
uution that a fcrpent wounds with his tongue, and ihai his tongue 
is ffrked. He roniounds reality and riciiou ; a fcrpent's tongue is 
/i ■/'/, but not forked nor huriful. If it could huit, it could not be 
foil. In A NiJ/ummtr Might'* Dream he has the fame notion: 
M With doublcr tongue 

11 Than thiue, O fcrpent, never adder Jung." Johnson. 

Shakfpeare mentions tlic 11 adder's fork" in Macbeth; and might 
have caught this idea liom old lapeflries or paintings , in which 
the toncucs of fcipcnts and dragons always appear barbed like the 
point of an arrow. STEEVENS. % 

3 Thy btjl of rtjl i'j fieep r 

And that thou ffi provok'Ji; yet grofsiy fetr'Ji 

Thy death , which is no more.) Evidently from the following 
pafLge of Cicero: 14 Habci Jomnum imu«inem mortis, eamque qu^tidie 
induis, if dubitas quin Jtnjus in moitt nulius Jit, cum in ejus fintutaao 
zt..' at rift nullum Jrnfum. " But the Epicurean infinuation is, with 
gicai judgement, omitted in the imitation. Warbi kton. 

Heie Dr. W.uburton might have lound a fentiment worthy ot 
hs> antmadverfion. I cannot without indignation find Shakfpeare 
fiivtng, that death is only jlrep, lengthening out his exhortation t>y 
a femente which in the friar is impious, in the rcafoncr is foolifh, 
find in the poet trite and vulgar. Johnson. 

I his was an overGght in Shakfpeare; for in the fecond kene ot 
the fourth act, the ProvoA fpeaks of the dcfperaie Barnardinc, as 
one who regards death only as a drunken fieep. SteeV£ns. 

1 apprehend Shakfpeare means to fay no more, than that the 
paflage from this life to another is as eafy as flccp ; a pofilion in. 
■whicli there is fuiely neither folly nor impiety. MaLONI, 

4 T h"u art not thjtlf;) Thou art perpetually repaired and re- 
nova, cd by external alhflance, thou fubhfleft upon foreign matter, 
and haft no power of producing or continuing thy own being. 

• Johnson. 
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For thy complexion flufts to flrange effects, * 
After the moon : If thou art rich , thou art poor ; 
For , like an afs , whofe back with ingots bows, 6 
Thou bear'fl thy heavy riches but a journey , 
And death unloads thee : Friend halt thou none; 
Fur thine own bowels, which do call thee fire, 
The mere efFufion of thy proper loins, 
Do curfc the gout, ferpigo, 7 and the rheum , 
For ending thee no fooner : Thou haft nor youth, 
nor age ; 

But , as it were , an after-dinner's deep , 
Dreaming on both : 1 for all thy bleflcd youth 
Becomes as aged , and doth beg the alms 
Of pailicd eld ; * and when thou art old , arid rich , 

V fra\ge cfTech, ] For effects read affefts ; that is, aff<{lions> 

pajjions of mind, or diforders of body varioufly atjetled. So, in 

Othello : 

41 The young affefls. " Johnson. 

• ■ like an afs, whofe back with ingots l*-..-*. This fimile 
is far more ancient than Shakfpeare's play. It occurs in T. . 
Churchyard's Di/cour/e of Rebellion, Sec. i5;o : 

44 Rebellion thus, with paynrcd vizugc brave, 

»♦ Leads out poorc foules (that knowes not gold from glas ) 

41 Who bcaies the packe and burthen like tht offe:" 

Steevens. 

7 ftrpigo, ] The ferpigo is a kind of tetter. Steivens. 

* — — Thou hafl nor youth, nor age; 
But, as it were, an after - dinner' sjlttp, 

Dreaming on both:] This is exquintely imagined. When we 
are young, we bufy ouifelves in forming fcheme* for fucc ecdmg 
time, and mifs the gratifications that are before uj ; when wc are 
oTd, wc amufe the languor of age with the rccolleaion of vouth- 
ful pleafurcs or performances ; fo that our life, of which no p^rt 
i> filled with the buhnefs of the prefent time, rcfcmbles our dreams 
after dinner, when the events of the morning are mingled with the 
deGgns of the evening. Johnson. 

9 paljxed eld; ] Eld is generally ufed for old age, dtcufitudc % 

It is here put for old people, perfons wem with ' years. 

So. in Marfton's Dutch Courtefan, i<»04 : 

44 Let colder (id rhcii LUon - ©Sections move. " 

■ » 
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Thou haft neither heat, , affc£tion, limb, nor beanty, 8 
To make thy riches pleafant. What's yet in this , 



Again, in our author's Merry Wives of Windfer : 

tl The fupeillitious idle-headed eld. " 
Corner ufes it for age as oppofed to youth : 

41 His elde had turned into vouth. *' 

0 

De Lor.jejftone Amantis, Lib. V. fol. 106. Steivfns. 

* for all thy blejfed youth 

Ji'ccmes as aged, and doth keg the alms 
0\ ptifiid eld; and when thou art old, amd rick, 
Then haji nafher hmt , ice. J The drift of this period it to 
prove, that neither vouth nor age can he faid to be really enjoyed, 
w Inch, in poetical language, is, — IV; have neither youth nor age. 
But how is this made out:* That age is not enjoyed, he prove*; hv 
retapiiuhiiing the infirmities of it, which deprive that period of 
life of all fenfe of plcafure. To prove that youth is not enjoyed, he 
ules tlicle words: 

for all thy hlejfed youth 

Becomes as aged, and doth beg the alms 

Of pal/ted eld ; 

Out of which , he that can deduce the conclufion , has a better 
kuack at logic than I have. I fuppofe the poet wrote, 

For pall'd, thy blazed youth 

B'COm'S afluaged; and doth keg the alms 

Of f a'fted eld ; 

i. e. when thy youthful appetite becomes palled, as it will be in 
the very enjovmeut , the blaze of youth is at once afluaged, and 
thou immediately contractcft the infirmities of old age ; as parti- 
cularly the palfy and other nervous diforders , consequent on the 
inordinate ufe of fenfual pleafures. This is to the purpofe ; and 
proves youth is not eujoved, by (hewing the fljort duration of it. 

Wahburton. 

Here again I think Dr. Warhurton totally miflaken. Shakfpcare 
declares that man has neither youth nor age} for in youth, which is 
the hnppied time, or which might be the happieft, he commonly 
wants means to obtain what he could enjoy; he is dependent on 
palfitd eld: mvjl keg alms fiom the coffers of hoary avarice; and 
being verv niggardly lupplicd, becomes as aged, looks, like an old 
man, on happinefs which is beyond his reach. And, when he is 
old and tiih, when he has wealth enough for the purchafe of all 
that formerly excited his deurcs, he has no longer the powers of 
enjoyment ; 

has neither heat, aJfe£lion % /{'mi, nor beanfp, 

If make his riches pleafait 
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Tliat bears the name of life ? Yet in this life 

Lie hid more thoufand deaths : 4 yet death we fear, 

That makes thefe odds all even. 

Claud. 1 humbly thank you. 

To fue to live, I find, I feek to die; 
And , fceking death, find life: * Let it come on. 

I have explained this paflage according to the prefent reading, 
which may Hand without much inconvenience i yci I am Hilling to 
peifuadc my reader, becaufe I have ahnolt perfuaded myfclf, that 
oui author wrote, 

for all thy blafrcd youth 

Becomes as aged — Johnson. 

The fentimcnt contained in thefc lines, which Dr. Johi Ton has 
explained with bis ufual piecifion , occurs again in ihc torged 
leuer that Edmund delivers to his father, as written by Edgar ; 
K. Lear, A&'l.ic. ii : "This policy, ami reverence of a:c, mikes 
•the world Litter to the bejl of our times; keeps our fortunes from us 
till our oldncls cannot rchih them. " The words above, piloted in 
lialicks, fupport, i think, the reading of the oil copy,—-"- Hfjftd 
youth,-' and Ihcw that any emendation is unneccllary. 

Ma LONE. 

S i heat, afferlion, limb, nor beauty, ] But how does beauty 
make riches f>leajant? We fliould read bounty, which completes the 
feofe, and is this ; thou haft neither the pleafurc ol enjoying ruhei 
thvfelf, for thou wanted vigour ; nor of feeing it enjoyed by odieis, 
for thou wintefl bounty. Where the making the want ol bounty as 
infeparable Irora old age as the want of healthy is extremely fatincal, 
though not altogether juft. WarbuktoN. 

I am inclined to believe, that neither man nor woman will have 
isuch difficulty to tell how beauty makes riches pleajant. Surely 
this emendation, though it is elegant and ingenious, is not fuch as 
that an opportunity of irifcrtiug it mould be purchafed by declaring 
ignorance of v/hat every one knows, by coufcfhng iuleufibiluy of 
what every one feels. Johnson. 

By " heat' and "atTeaion'' the poet meant to exprefs appetite, 
and by »« limb" and lt beauty M Jitength. Edwards. 

4 more thoufand deaths:) For this Sir X. Hanmcr reads: 

r a tho'd/and deaths: ■■ - - 
The meaning is, not only a thou/and deaths, but a thoufand death's 
behdes what have becu mentioned. Johnson. 

f To Jue to live, I jind, I feek to die J 

And, Jteking death, find lift:} Had the Friar* in reconciling 

h 4 
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Enter Isabella. 

Isab. What, ho! Peace here; grace and good 
company! 

Prov. Who's there? come in : thewifli defervcs 

a welcome. 
Duke. Dear fir , ere long Til vifit you again; 
Claud. Moft holy fir, I thank you. 
Isab. My bufmefs is a word or two with Claudio. 
Prov. And very welcome. Look , fignior , here's 

your fifler. 
Duke. Provofl, a word with you. 
P ov. As many as you pleafe. 

Di ke. Bring them to fpeak , where I may be con- 

ccaf d , 

Yet hear them. 6 [Exeunt Duke and Provofl. 

Claud. Now, fifler, what's the comfort? 

Claudio lo death, urged to him the certainty «f happinefs hereafter, 
tl is Ipcrrh would have been introduced with moie propriety ; but 
the Fiiar h\f> nothing of that fubjed , and argue* more like a 
phitofapher, than a ChriUian divine. M. Mason. 

Mr M. Mafon fecms to forget that no actual FrWf was the fpcaker, 
but the Duke, who might rcafouablv be fuppofed to have more of 
the philolopher tlian the divine in his compofition. SteevlnS. 

Jiting tknn to Jptak, u hrre J may be c$r.<eai'J y 
Ytl hear tkm. ] The h rit copy, publifbcd by the players, give* 
the tallage thus: 

Bfinf thftn to h'ar mr fpeak y where 1 may be (oneeal'd. 
Peihapt we (hi)uld rc.»d : 

ii'irf mc in hear them Jptak, v htre 1, See. Steivfns. 

1 I e f< rond folio authorizes the reading in the text. Tyrwhitt. 

The al erationt made in that copy do not deferve the fmallcft 
cren i. 1 here arc undoubted proofs that thev were merely arbitrary; 
ami in .general they are alio extremely injudicious. Malone. 

I am oi a dillercnt opinion, in which I am joined by Dr. Farmer j 
an lonfequently pretei the reading of the fecond folio to my own 
a cnii m emendation, though Mr. Malone hai done me the honour 
to#auopt It. Sl»EVEN$. 
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IsAR.Whv,as all comforts arc;mo(t p-ood in deed : 7 
lord Angclo , having allanj> to Leaven , 
Intends you for his fwift enibailador , 
AVhere you flia.ll be an cverlafling leigcr : 
Therefore your bcfl appointment make with fpecd; 
To-morrow you fet on. 

7 at all comferh ere; myt good in deed: ] If this reading 

be rigbt, Ifabrlla muff, mean tliat flic brings fomething better than 
•u ota'i of comfort, fhe brings an aflurance # of deed'. This is harfh 
and ronftrained, but I know not what belter to oner. Sir Thomas 
Hanmcr reads : 

r in fl'tfd. Johnson; 

The old copy reads : 

Why % 

As all comforts art : moft gooj , moft good indetde. 
I believe the prefent reading, as explained by Dr. Johnfori, is the 
tiue one. So , in Macbeth : 

tl We'ic yet but young in deed. " Steevins. 

I 'A-tvild point the lines thus: 

ii Clan. Now liller, what's the comfort? 

c. lfak. Why, as all comforts arc, moft good. Indeed Lord 
Anijelo , " See. 

Indeed is the fame as in truth, or truly, the common beginning 
of fpecches in Shaklpe ire's age. See Charlc* the flrft's Trial. 
Ihc King and Bradlhaw feldom fay any thing without this preface : 
iiTiuly,Sir . " Blackstone. 

* an tverlajlin^ leiger : 

Therefore your beji appointment — ] Leigtr is the fame with 
rcfident. Appointment ; preparation ; ad of fitting , or Hate of 
being fitted for any thiug. So in old book* , we have a knight 
well appointed ; that is, well aimed and mouuted , or fitted at all 
points. Johnson. 

The word leiger is thus ufed in The Comedy of Look abtut r»u, 1600 : 
it Why do you ftav. Sir? — 

ci Madam , as letter to folirit for your abfent love. " 
Again, in Lrh'jt'r's Commo"wralth . u a fpetial man of that hafty 
king, who was his Lfd%tr , or Agent, in London," Ice. Sit evens, 

your b'Jl appointment — ] The woid appointment , on this 

occafion , fliould fcem to comprehend confeflion , communion, 
and abfolution. 1. Let him (fays Efcalus) be furnifhed with di- 
vines, aud have all charitable preparation. " The king in Hamlet. 
wh« was cut off prematurely, and without f-ich preparation , is 
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Claud. Is there no remedy? 

lSAB. None , but fuch remedy , as , to fave a head, 
To cleave a heart in twain. 

Claud. But is there any? 

l.SAB. Yes , brother, you may live; 
There is a devilifli mercy in the judge, 
If you'll implore it, that will Tree your life, 
But fetter you till death. 

Claud. Perpetual durance? 

Isab. Ay , jufl, perpetual durance ; a rcftraint, 
Though all the world's vaftidity a you had, 
To a dctcrmind icope. 3 

CLAUD. But in what nature? 

IsAB. In fuch a one as (you confeming to't) 
Would bark your honour " from that trunk you bear, 
And leave you naked. 

Claud Let me know the point. 

ISAB. O , I do fear thee , Claudio ; and 1 t^uake , 
Lett thou a feverous life fliouldft entertain, 
And fix 01 feven winters more rcfpccT; 
Than a perpetual honour. Dar'ft thou die? 
The fenfe of death is mofl in apprehenfiou; 

faid to be dit-app*i?.ieJ. Appointment , however , may be more 
limply explaiued by the following paila^e in Ike Antipodes , 

: 

»i — your lodging 

«» Is decently appointed." i. e. prepared, furniihed. 

Steevens. 

* Though all the wcrleTs xapdity—] The old copy reads — 
Th,ougk A\\ Slc. Corrected by Mr. Pope. Malone. 

5 a Tffiraiv' ■ . 

To a determin'd /cope.] A confinement of your mind to one 
painful idea; toignominv, of which the remembrance can neither 
be fupprcittd nor efcaped. Johnson. 

* \\§uld bark your honour j A metaphor from Aripping trees 

of their bark. Douce. 
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And the poor beetle , that we tread upon , 
In corporal fufferance finds a pang as great 
As when a giant dies. * 

Claud. Why give you me this fhame? 

Think, you I can a rcfolution fetch 
From flowery tendernefs ? If I mufl die, 
I will encounter darknefs as a bride, 
And hug it in mine arms. 6 

Isab. There fpake my brother ; there my father's 
grave » 
Did utter forth a voice ! Yes , thou mufl die : 
Thou art too noble to conferve a life 
In bafe appliances. This outward - fainted de- 
puty,— 

Whofc fettled vifagc and deliberate word 

Nips youth i'the head, and follies doth emnew; 7 

' the poor beetle , Sec] The reafouiug iit, that death is no 

more than every being- m%Jt Juffer x though the dread of it is peculiar to 
nan; or perhaps , that we are inconhitcnt with ourfclves , when wc 
fo much dread that which we carelcfsly inilifl on olher creatures, 
that feci the pain as acutely as wc. Johnson. 

The meaning is --fear is the principal feufation in death, which 
has no pain ; and the giant when he dies feels no greater pain than 
the beetle.— This paflage , however , from its arrangement , is liable 
to an oppofite conftru&ion, but which would totally deftroy the 
illuflration of the fentiment. DOUCl. 
* / will tnrounttr darinefs as a bride , 

And hug it in mine arms. J So, in the fitft part o(Jcronimo, or 
The Spanijh Tragedy, I Go 5 : 

it ■ -■ right 

ii That yawning Beldam, with her jetty fkiu, 
it Til fhc 1 hug as mine effeminate bride." 

STKXVIMf. 

Again , in Antony and Cleopatra : 

ti ■ I will be 

i» A bridegroom in my death; and run into t, 

•« As to a lover's bed." Malone. 

7 follies doth enmew , ] Forces follies to lie in cover, witk- 

•ut daring to fhow themfelves. Johnson. 
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As falcon doth the fowl 8 — is yet a devil : 
] lis filth within being caft, 9 he would appear 
A pond as deep as hell. 

Claud. The princely Angclo? 

Isab. O, 'tis the cunning livery of hell , 
The cianmed'H body to inv eft and cover 
In princely guards! * Doit thou think, Claudio, 

* As falcon doth the In wbofe prcfencc the follies of 

youth aic afraid to fliow themlelves, as the fowl is afraid to ilucter 
while the falcon hovers over it. 

So, in the Third Pan of Ki\g Henry VI: 

i. not he that loves him heft, 

ii The provided he that holds up Lancaflcr, 
• i D,nti Jltr a ning, if Warwick, fhakes his bells. " 
To tnmew i?s a term in falconry, alfo ufed by Beaumont and 
Fletchei , in The Knight of Ma!la : 

a 1 have teen him fcaie, 

i< A> if a falcon had run up a train , 

u Clafhing his wailikc pinions , his ficel'd ctiirafs , 

>i And , at his pitch , enmexv the town below him. " Stef.vfns. 

9 His filth within if/r»£caft, ] To cajl a pond is 19 empty it of mud. 
Mr. Upton reads : 

• \ His pond within being cajl , he would appear 

A Clth as dtep as hell. JOHN50W. 

* The princely Ang'lo ? 

princely guards!] The ftupid editors , miftaking guards 

for fatcllites , (whereas it here figmfics lace, ) altered p'iejliy , in hoth 
places , to privcely. Whereas Shakfpcare wrote 11 prirjlly , as appears 
from the words theoilclves : 

lis the cunning livery of hell. 

ThedamneJ'Jl hody to im e (i and cover 

With pricftly guards. • 
In the firft place we fee that guards here fignihes late , as referring 
to livery, and as having no fenfc in the fignitication of fattllites. 
Now priej!!y guards means fandity , which is the fenle required. 
But princely guards means nothing bu*. rich lace, which is a fenfe 
the paflage will not bear. Angclo, indeed, as deputy, might be 
called lYtc princelj Angclo : but not in this place, where the im- 
mediately preceding words of. 

This out'ward-faivted d'puty , 
demand the leading 1 bave rcftoied. Warburton. 

The firft folio has,in both places. />rrn:iV, from which the othcrfolios 
made pih \aly, and every editor may make what he can. Johnson. 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 109 



If l would yield him my virginity, 
Thou might 1 il be freed r* 

Claud. O, heavens ! it cannot be. 

Isab. Yes , he would give it thee, from this rank 
offence , 3 

So to offend him Hill: This night's the time 
That I fhould do what I abhor to name, 
Or e!fe thou diefl to-morrow. 

Claud. Thoutflialt not do't. 

Isab. O, were it but my life, 
Td throw it down for your deliverance 
As frankly as a pin. 4 

Claud. Thanks , dear Ifabel. 

Isab. Be ready, Claudio,foryourdeath to-morrow. 

Tr'trcely is the judicious correction of the fecond folio. Frtnctff 
guards mean no more than the badges of royalty, (laced or bordered 
robes,) which Atigelo is fuppofed to afTume during the abfence of the 
Duke. The fttipidity of the In ft editors -it fomeiiiues uot more in- 
jurious to Shakfpcare, than the ingenuity ol ihofc who fucccedcd them. 

In the old play of Catnbyjrs I meet with ihc fame expreffton. 
Si/tana is left by Cambyjts to diflributc juftice while he is abfent ; 
and in a foliloquy fays : 

u Now may I wear the brodcred garde, 
u And lye in downc-bed foil. " 
Again % the queen of Camkyfrf- favs : 

« I do forfake thele brodci d gatJes, 

.< And all the fations new.' 'StbEVBKS. 
A guard, in old language, meant a welt or border of a <>aunent: 
'« becaufc | [fay I Miulhicu] iigards and keeps the garment from tearing." 
Thcfc borders were fomciimes of lace. So, in fki Ma <.fiant oj Venice : 
ii Give him a livery 

m More guaid'd than his fellows: " M alone. 
' — — —from thii ravk offence,] I believe means, ftom the iivie ol 
my committing thii offence, you might pcilift in finning with 
fafety. The advantages you would deiive from my having fuch a 
fecrei of his in my keeping, would enfure you from further harm 
on account of the fame fault, ho wevei frequently repeated. Steevens. 

* - as a pin. ] So , in Hamlet : 

" 1 do not let my life At a fin'i fee. " Sleeves?. 
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Claud. Yes. — Has he affections in him, 
That thus can make him bite the iavv by the nofc, 
When he would force it? 1 Sure it is no fin ; 
Or of the deadly leven it is the leaft. 6 

Isau. Which is the leall ? 

Claud. If it were damnable, 7 he, being fo wife, 
Why, would he for the momentary trick 
Be perdurably fin d?»— O Ilabel! 



I Has he affeSions , kc. ] Is he acluaied by pa/Jions that impel hint 
fo iranfoefs the law . at Ike very moment that he is enforcing it againj 
ethers? [I find, he is. ] Surely then, hnce tins is fo general a pro- 
pen fiiy , fince the judge is as criminal as he whom he condemns, 
it ij no Jin , or at leajl a venial one. So , in the next Act : 

,c A deflowcr'd maid , 

it And by an eminent body that enjore'd 

ti 1 he Iaio agatnft it." 
force is again tiled for enforce in King Henry VIII : 

ii It. you will now uniic in your complaints. 

it And force them with a conilancy." 
Again . in Ccr:olanus : 

ii Why /«r« you this ? M Malonf. 

* Or of the deadly (even , <L-c. 1 It may be ufcful to know which 
they arc ; the leader is therefore prefented with the following cata- 
logue of them, viz. Pride, Envy, Wrath, Sloth, Coveto.i'nefs , 
Glii.tuny , and Lechery. To recapi.ul.ue the punilhments hereafter 
for thefc bus . might have too powerful an cfleft upon the weak, 
nerve* of the pnfcnl generation ; but whoever is dehrous ol being 
particuLuly acquainted with them, may find information in Come 
ol the old monkifh fvfiems of divinity, and efpecially in a curious 
book entitled It Kalendntr des Betgien , i5oo , folio, of which 
thi;rc i<. an Cnglifh uanflation. Dot CE. 

7 If it were dnmvable , Sec 1 Shakfpcare fiiows his knowledge 
of human nature in the conduct of Claudio. When Ifabelta hrft 
tells Ijim of Angelo's propofal , he anfwers, with honcft indigna- 
tion, agreeably to his fet'led principles , 

TJtou (I alt r.ot di>'f. 
But the love of life being permitted to operate , foon furnifhes him 
with fophtflicstl arguments: he believes it cannot be very dangerous 
lo the loul , lince Angclo , who is fo wife . will venture it. 

Johnson. 

S He perdurably fn'dt] Perdurably is laftingly. So , in Othello i 
" ■- ■■ cables ot ^erJurable tou > hnel">." STtF.VfcNS. 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE. in 

Isab. What fays my brother? 

Claud. Death is a fearful thing. 

Isab. And fliamcd life a hateful. 

Claud. Ay, but to die.andgowe know not where; 
To lie in cold obftrncYion, and to rot; 
This lenliblc warm motion to become 
A kneaded clod; and the delighted fpirit' 
To bathe in fiery floods, or to refide 
In thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice; 
To be irapwfon'd in the vievvlefs winds , 
And blown with rcfllefs violence round about 
The pendant world ; or to be worfe than worfl 

9 ■■ . .drli*kted Jpirit — ] i. c. the fpitit accuftomed here to 
eafc and delights. This was properly urged at an aggravation to 
the fharpuefs ot the torments fpoken of. The Oxford editor not 
apprehending tiiis, alters it to dilated. As if, becaufc the fpirit 
in the body is faid to be imprifoned , it was crowded together 
likewife : and fo by death not onlv fet free, but expanded too; 
which, if true, would make it the lefi fcnhblc of pain. 

Warburton. 

This reading may perhaps (land , b'«t many attempts have been 
maic 10 correct it. The moll plaulible is that which fubflitutes 

■ ... he benighted Jpirit, 
alluding to the darknefs always fuppofed in the place of future 
punifhment. 

Perhaps we may read : 

• • 'he dehu^uent Jpirit. 
a word c^.ily changed to delighted by a bad copier , or unlkilful 
reader. Delinquent is propofed by Thirlby in his manufcript. 

Johnson. 

I think with Dr. Warburton , that by the delighted fpirit is meant, 
the foul once accjhmed to delight , which of couile mufl render the 
fulferings , afterwards defcribed, lefi tolerable. Thus our author 
calls youth, Miffed , in a former lcenc , before he proceeds to lliow 
its wants and iis iuconveniencies. 

Mr. Ritfon has furnilhed me with a pafXage which I leave to 
thofe who can ule it for the illuftration of the foregoing epithet. 
41 Srr Thomas Herbert, fpeaking of the death of Mir/a, fun to 
Shah Abbas , fays that he gave a period to his miferies in this world, 
by fupping a delighted cup of extreame povion. " Travel*, i G 3 4 . 

p. IO4. SlEIViNS. ' 
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Of thofe , that lawlcfs and incertain thoughts 2 

Imagine howling! — 'tis too horrible! 

The wearied and mod loathed worldly life, 

That age, ach, penury, 'and imprisonment 

Can lay on nature , is a paradife 

To what we fear of death. 4 

' lawlefs and incertain thoughli—.} Conjeflure fent out to 

wander without any certain direction, and tanging through polh- 
bilities of pain. Johnson. 

I , ■ ftnurji] The old copy has — perjury. C<*reSed by the 
editor ol the fecond folio. Malone. 

* To uhat ue ftar of death.] Moft certainly the idea of the 
»• frtril bathing in fiery floods," or of rending 11 in thrilling 
regions ol thick - ribbed ice , is not original to our poet; but 1 am 
not lure that they came from the 1'laiouitk hell of Virgil. The monks 
alio had their hot and their cold hell; h the fyrfte is fvre thai ever 
bienncth , and never gyvcth lighte," favs an old homily: — u 1 he 
{cconde is pjflviuc told., thai yf a greate hylic ol lyre were tftft 
therin , ii fhold totnc to vce. " One of their legends, well remem- 
bered in the time ot Shakfpeare , gives us a dialogue between a 
bilhop and a foul totmenied in a piece ol ut which was brought 
to cure a brtnnf>g heatt in his foot; take tare, that \ou do not 
inierpret this the gout , for 1 remember Menage quo es a cation 
upon us : 

i« Si fun Jixerit epijecpum podagra iahcrare , anathema fit." 
Ano. her lcIIs us of the foul of a mouk latteued 10 a rock, which 
the winds were to blow about lor a twelvemonth , and purge of its 
enormities. Indeed this dodiiue was bclore now mtroduced into 
poetick h&ion , a* you may fee in a poem , u where the lover dc- 
clarcth his pains to exceed far the pains ot hell," among the mauy 
milt clhncous ones fubjoincd to the works ol Surrey: ol which you 
will foon have a beautiful edition from the able hand of my friend 
Dr. Percy. Nay, a vciy learned and inquihtivc bi other - anti- 
quary hath obferved to me, on the authority of Blcfkcnius, that 
this was the aucient opinion of the inhabitants of Iceland, who 
were certainly very little read either in the poet or philofopher. 

Farmfr. 

Lazarus, in The Shepherd's Calendar, is reprcfented to have iecn 
thefe particular modes of punilhment in the infernal regions: 

.4 Secondly , I have feen in hell a Houd frozen as ice, wheiein 
the envious men and women weie plunged uuto ihe navel, and Hicn 
Juddaiuly came over them a light cold and great wind that grieved, 
and pained ihem right fore, ic. SrttviNS. 
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Jsab. Alas! alas! 

Claud. Sweet filter, let me live 2 

What fin you do to fave a brothers life , 
Nature difpenfes with the deed fo far, 
That it becomes a virtue. 

Isab. O, you bead! 

O, faithlefs coward! O, difhoneft wretch! 
Wilt thou be made a man out of my vice? 
Is't not a kind of inceft, ' to take life 
From thine own filler's lbamc? What mould I 
think? 

Heaven Ihield, my mother play'd my father fair! 
For fuch a warped Hip of wildemefs* 
Ne'er iflVd from his blood. Take my defiance: 1 
Die; perilh! might but my bending down 
Reprieve thee from thy fate , it mould proceed: 
Til pray a thoufand prayers for thy death, 
No word to fave thee. 

Claud. Nay , hear me , Ifabel. 

Isab. O, fie, fie, fie! 

1 Js't not a kind of incejl,] In Ifabella's declamation there ii 
fomething harfh , and forncthiog forced and far - fetched. But her 
indignation cannot be thought violent , when we confider her not 
only as a virgin , but as a duo. Johnson. 

6 a warped Jlip of wilderncfs ] Wildtrneft is here ufed 

for wildnefs , the ftate of being diforderly. So , in The Maid s 

Tragedy : 

tt And throws an unknown wildernefs about ra«." 
Again, in Old Fortvnatus, 1600: 

ii But I in wildernefs totter'd out my youth." 
The word, in this fenfe, is now obfolete , though employed by 

Milton: , 

u The paths, and bowers, d^ubt not, but our joint hands 
ci Will keep from wildtrnejs with cafe." 

• Steevexs. 

7 _ - tait my defiance ij Defianot is refujal , So , i» Rami* 

and Juliet : 

u I do defy thy tommiferation. " STIBVINf. 

Vol. VI. 'I 
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Thy fin's not accidental , but a trade «■ 
Mercy to thee would prove itfclf a bawd : 
Tis bed that thou died quickly. . [Going. 

Claud. i O hear me, liabclia. 

Re-enter Duke. 

Duke. Vouchfafc a word, young lifter, but one 
word. 

Isab. What is your will? 

Duke. Might you difpenfe with your leifure, I 
would by and by have fome fpeech with you: the 
Jatisfa&ion I would require , is likewife your own 
benefit. 

Isab. I have no fuperfluous leifure ; my flay rauft 
be floicii out of other affairs ; but I will attend you 
a while. 

Dlke. [To Claudio, afide.] Son, I have over- 
heard what hath paft between you and your filler. 
Angelo had never the purpofe to corrupt her ;onlv 
he hath made an alTay of her virtue, to practife his 
judgement with the difpofition of natures : flie , 
having the truth of honour in her , hath made him 
that gracious denial which he is mod glad to re- 
ceive : 1 am confelTor to Angelo, and I know this 
to be true; therefore prepare yourfelf to death : Do 
not fatisfy your refolution with hopes that are falli- 
ble : * to-morrow you mull die ; go to your knees , 
and make ready. 

8 hut a trade : ] A cuflom ; a practice ; an eftablifhed habit. 

So we fay of a man much addicled to auy thing , he viakes a trade 
of it. Johnson. 

9 Do not fatisfy jour rtjoluticn u:t& hopn thai are jalliblt : 1 A 
tondemned man , whom hi* confelfor had brought to bear death 
with decency and refolution , began anew to entertain hopes of life. 
This occafioned the advice in the word* above. But how did 
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Claud. Let me afk my fitter pardon. I am fo out 
oflove with life, that I will fue to be rid of it. 
Duke. Hold you there: * Farewell. 

[Exit Claudio. 

■ 

Re-enter Provoll. 

Provoft , a word with you. 

Prov. What's your will, father? 

Duke. That now you are come , you will be gone: 
Lea\e me a while with the maid; my mind promiles 
with my habit.no lofs fhai I touch her by my company. 

Prov. In good time. 3 Exit Provoft. 

Duke. The hand that hath made you fair; hath 
made you good : the goodnefs, that is cheap in beau- 
ty, makes beauty brief in goodnefs ; but grace, be- 
ing the foul of your complexion , fliould keep the 
body of it ever fair. The aflault, that Angelo hath 
made to you, fortune bach conveyed to- my under - 
(landing ; and, but that frailty hath examples for 

thefe hopes fatisfy his refolution? or what harm was there, if they 
did:* We muft certainly read. Do not Fallify your refolution ui>K 
hopei that are fallible. And then it becomes a reafonablc admo- 
nition. For hopes of life, by drawing him back into the world , 
would naturally elude or weaken the virtue of that refolutun which 
was raifed only on motives of religion. Aud this his confclior 
ha*l rcafon to warn him v of. The term falfify is taken fiom fencing, 
and fignifies the pretending to aim a ilroke , in order to draw the 
adverfary off his guard. So , Fairfax : 

11 Now Arikes he out, and now he falfijieth." Warbirton. 

The fenfe Is this : Do not reft with falhfadion on hopes that 

are falliUc. There is no need of alteration. STRIVINC. 

Perhaps the meaning is, Do not^ fatisfy or content yourfelf with 
that kind of refolution , which acquires (Iteugih from a lateut hope 
that it will not be put to the teft ; a hope, that in your cafe, if 
you rely upon it, will deceive you. Maloni. 

* Holi you there :] Continue in that refolution. Johnson. 

1 In good time. \\. t. a la bonne htutt, fo be it , very well. Stixvens. 

i a 
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his falling, I (hould wonder at Angelo. How would 
you do to content this fubftitute , and to favc your 
brother? 

Isab. I am now going to refolvc him : I had ra- 
ther mv brother die by the law, than my fon mould 
be unlawfully born. But O , how much is the eood 
duke deceived in Angelo! If ever he return, and 
I can fpeak to him, I will open my lips in vain, or 
difcover his government. 

DukF. That fhall not be much amifs : Yet , as the 
matter now (lands, he will avoid your accufation ; 
he made trial of you only. 4 — Therefore fallen your 
ear on myadviungs; to the love I have in doing 
good, a remedy prefents itfelf. I do make myfclf 
believe, that you may mod uprighteoully do a poor 
wronged lady a merited benefit; redeem your bro- 
ther from the angry law; do no liain to your own < 
gracious pcrfon ; and much pleafe the abfent duke , 
if, peradventurc, he fhall ever return to have hear- 
ing of this bufinefs. 

Isab. Let me hear you fpeak further; I have fpirit 
to do any thing that appears not foul in the truth 
of my fpirit. 

Duke. Virtue is bold, and goodnefs never fearful. 
Have you not heard (peak of Mariana the (ifler of 
Frederick, the great foldier, who mifcarried at fea? 

Isab. 1 have heard of the lady, and good words 
went with her name. 

Duke. Her mould this Angelo have married ; was 
affianced to her by oath , * and the nuptial appointed : 
between which time of the contract, and limit of 

4 he made trial oj you Or.lj.] That is , ht mil Jay he ina Jr 

ttial of you only. M. MASON. 

I by oath,] By infertcd by the editor of the fecond folio. 

Mm un*. 



Digitized by 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 117 



the ioicmnity ,* her brother Frederick was wrecked 
at lea, having in that periuYd veflel the dowry 
of his filler. But mark, how heavily this befel to 
the poor gentlewoman : there flie loft a noble and 
renowned brother, in his love toward her ever moll 
kind, and natural ; with him the portion and finew 
of her fortune, her marriage-dowry ; with both , her 
combinate hufband, 7 this wcll-feeming Angelo ! 

Isab. Can this be fo ? Did Angelo fo leave her? 

Duke. Left her in her tears , and dry'd not one 
of them with his comfort ; fwal lowed his vows 
whole , prettnding, in her, difcoveries of dilhonour: 
in few , bellowed her on her own lamentation ,* 
which flie yet wears for his fake; and he , a marble 
to her tears , is wafhed with them , but relents not. 

Isab. What a merit were it in death , to take tLis 
poor maid from the world! What corruption ui 
this life, that it will let this man live! — But how 
out of this can flie avail ? 

Duke. It is a rupture that you may eafily heal : 
and the cure of it not only faves your brother , but 
keeps you from difhonour in doing it. 

Isab. Show me how, good father. 

Dure. This fore-named maid hath yet in her the 
continuance of her firfl. arYeclion ; his unjufl unkind- 
nefs , that in all reafon fliould have quenched her 
love , hath , like an impediment in the current , made 

* - and limit ef tke folemnily , ] So , in King Join : 
•» l'refcribcs how long the virgin ftate fliall laft,—- 
«4 Gives limits unto holy nuptial rites." 

i. e. appointed times. Malone 

* —her combinate hujhand,] Combinate is betrotkedjettled by tontraB. 

Steevens. 

8 — be&owed her on her own lamentation,] i. e. left hcrtoherforrows. 

Malone. 

Rather, as our author exprefles lumfelf in ■ King Henry V. — 
m gave ker up " to them. Steevens. 1 3 
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it more violent and unruly. Go yon to Angcio ; 
anftver his requiring with a plaufiblc obedience; 
agiec with his demands to the point: only refer 
ypurfelf to this advantage, 9 — firft, that your Ray 
with him may not be long; that the time may have 
all lhadovv and hlencc in it; and the place anfwer 
to convenience : this being granted in courfe, now 
follows all. We fliall advile this wronged maid to 
iieud up your appointment, go in vour place ; if 
the encounter acknowledge itlelt hereafter, it may 
compel him to her recompence: and here, by this 
i>> vour brother laved, your honour untainted, the 
p? or Mariana advantaged, and the corrupt deputy 
Icaied. * The maid will 1 frame, and make fit lor 

• 

■ 

9 ■ 0t / t refer your/elf to this advantage, J This is fcarcely to be 
reconciled t«» aoy cttablilhed mode of Ipeccli. We may i cad , <>:.7r re- 
fcrvc youifcU to, or only refcrve to yourjelj this advantage. Johnson. 

Refer y>uifelf to, merely fignities — Aai e recourfc to, betake y«HrfilJ 
to, this advantage. Stievins. 

* ' the cornpt deputy fcaled. ] To fcale the deputy may be, 
H> rrath htm , nottvitkjianding the el'vttion of his place; or it may bt, 
to jhip him and dif cover his nakednefs , though armed and concealed by 
the MM 'jbnniis of aulhonty. Johnson. 

To fiale,zt may be learned fioin a note to Coriolauus , Aft f. 
fc. i. in oft certainly means, to dij order , to dijeoncert , to patio 
Jii^kt. An amy routed is called by Holinflied, an atmy/idW. The 
tvord fo netimes fignities to dijfufe or difperfc ; at others , as 1 fup- 
pole in the ptcfcni iuftancc , to put into con/'i/icn. Siekvp.ns. 

To jc<*le is ccrtainl" to reach (as Dr. lohnfou explains it ) as well 
as to tiifpfrfe orjptead abroad, and hence its application to a routed 
army which i* fcatiered over the field. The Duke's meaning ap- 
pears to he , either that Angeto would be or er -reached, as a town , 
i< bv the fcalade, or that his true chai acter would be jpread or laid 
o/ ». fo that hi* vileuefs would become evident. Dr. Warburton 
thinks it is weighed, a meaning • w hich Dr. Johofoo affixei to the 
W'i 1 in aiiotbrr place. See Ctrfolanui , Act. 1. It. i. 

S< tied , howevci , may mean— laid open, a., a corrupt jort is by 
removing the lion^h that covets it. The allufion is rendered Icis 
diJguUiug, bv'more elegant language, in Hamlei: 
It ill but/tin and fjm the ulcerous place; 
ii Whiles rink corruption, minioj; all within , 
it lukds unfeen. " Ri I SON. 
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his attempt. If you think well to carry this as you 
may, the doublenefs of the benefit defends the de- 
ceit from reproof. Wh'at think you of it? 

Isab. The image of it gives me content already; 
and , I truft, it will grow to a moft profperous per- 
fection. 

Duke. It lies much in your holding up : Hafte 
you fpeedily to Angck) ; if for tius night he entreat 
you to his bed, give him promife of fads faction. I 
will prefently to St. Luke's ; there , at the moated 
grange 1 refides this dejected Mariana: At that place 
call upon me; and difpatch with Angelo , that it 
may be quickly. 

Isab. 1 thank you for this comfort .-Fare you well, 
good father. [ Exeunt jcvtml 'y % 

J t l r. moated grange—] A {range is a folitary farm-houre. 

So , in Othello: . 

u — — this is Venice , 

<• My hotife is not a grange." 1 Steevens. ' 

A grange implies fome one particular houfc immediately inferior 
in rrmk to a fa//, fituatcd at a froall diftancc from the town o: vil- 
lage itpm which it lakes its name; as, Hornby grange, Biac : - 
grange; and is in the neighbourhood (imply called The Grar *e. 
Originally, perhaps, thefe buildings were the lords grar.aiy or 
florehoufe, and the rcfidence of his chief bailiff. [Grange horn 
*Granaglum , Lat. ) Ritson. % 

A grangt , in its original fignihcation , meant a farm-houfe ol a 
monaltcry I from groiui gerendo), from which it was always a', f -ne 
little diftancc One of the monks was uiually appointed to infpect 
the accounts of the farm. He was called the Ptior of the Gnm;c ; 
— in barbarous Latin , Grangiariui. Bein^ placed at a diftancc 
irom tire monaflery, and not connected with any other buildings, 
Shakfpcarc , with his wonted licence, ufes it, both here and in 
Othello , in the lenfc of a Jelitary farm-houlc. 

I have fince obferved that the word was ufed iu the fame fenfe 
by the contemporary writers. So , in Tarleton's Xrwes out of 

Purgatory , piintcd about the year i5oo: it till my return I 

would have thee ftay at our little graunge houfe in ihe countiy. " 

In Liiuolnlhire they at this day call every lone houfe thai U 
unconnected with others, .» giangt. Malone. 
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S C E N E I I. 

4 

The Street before the Prifon. 

Enter Duke as a Friar ; to him Elbow, Clown , and 

Officers. 

Elb. Nay , if there be no remedy for it , but that 
you will needs buy and fell men and women like 
beads , we iliall have all the world drink brown and 
white baHaid. 4 

Duk.e. O , heavens ? what fluff is here ? 

Clo. 'Twas never merry world, fince, of two 
ufuries, ' the merriefl was put clown , and the worfer 
allow'd by order of law a furr'd gown to keep him 
warm ; and furred with fox and lamb-flans too, 6 to 

4 — i — rojlard.) A kind of fwcet wine, then much in vogue , from 
the Italian baflardo. WARBl'RTON. 

Sec a note on Htnry IV. Part I. AS II. fc. iv. Stef.vf.ns. 

hajtard was raifin-wine. See Minfhieu's DiS. in v. and Cole's 
Latin Diet. 1^79. Malone. 

* Jtnce , of two ufuries , ] Here a fatire on ufury tjirns abruptly 

to a faiire on the perfon of the usurer , without any kind otprepa- 
Taiion. Wc mav he allured then, that a line or two, at lead, have 
been loft. The fubject of which we may cafily difcovcr was a com- 
panion between the two ufuicrs ; as , before , between the two ufuries. 
So that, for the future, tnc paffage ftiould be read with afteritks, thus — 
by order of law, *»* a furr' d gown , &c. WARBURTON. 

Sir Thomas Haomcr corrected this with lefs pomp , then /met of 
two ufurers the merriejl was put down , and the xvOr/er allowed, by order 
of law , a furr'd gown , Jcc. His punctuation is right, but the al- 
teration , fmill as it is, appears more than was wanted, t'/tiry may 
be ufed by an eafy liccuce lor the profejforj oj vjury* Johnson. 

6 and furr'd with fo* and lamb-Jkins too , &c ] In this paf- 

fage the foxes fkins are fuppofed to denote craft, and the lamb- 
fkins innocence. It is evident therefore that we ought to read. 
•1 furred with fox on lamb-Ikins , " inftead of n and lamb-lkins 
for otherwife, craft will not ftand for the facing. M. Hason. 

Fox-fkins and lamb-fkins were both ufed as facings to cloth in 
Shaklpeare's time. See the Statute «f Apparel , *4 Henry VIII. 
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■ 

fignify, that craft, being richer than innocency, 
Hands for the facing. 

Elb. Come your way, fir:— Blefs you, good father 
friar. 

Duke. And you , good brother father : 7 What of- 
fence hath this man made you, fir? 

Elb. Marry, fir, he hath offended the law; and , 
fir, we take him to be a thief too , fir; for we have 
found upon him , fir , a flrange pick-lock , b which we 
have fent to the deputy." 

Duke, hie, firrah ; a bawd , a wicked bawd! 
The evil that thou caufefl: to be done , 
That is thy means to live : Do thou but think 
What 'tis to cram a maw , or clothe a back, 
From fuc h a filthy vice : fay to thyfelf, — 
From their abominable and bcaflly touches 

c. i3. Hence fox.fnrrd (lave is ufed as an opprobrious epithet in 
Wily Beguilid, iboo, and in other old comedies. Sec alfo (Vta- 
radftijmi , or Lesion's Lrafures , &<.. i63i : u An Vfuirr is an old fox, 
clad in Luhb-Jkin , who hath pray'd [ prey'd ] fo long abioad fee. 

Malone. 

7 and you , good brother father : ] In return to fclbow's 

blundering addrefs of good father friar , i. c. good father brother % the 
Duke humouroully calls him, in his own. ft.y\c, gnod brother father. 
This would appear flill clearer intrench. Dieu vous bemffr , moa 
pcre frere — Et vous aujt, mon frere pere. There is no doubt that 
our friar is a corruption of the French frtre. TYRWHirr. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt's obficrvation is confirmed by a palTagc iu The 
Sirangejl Adventure that ever happened, kc. 410. |6<il : 

«i And I call to mind , that as the reverend father brother p 
Thomas Sequcra, Superiour of Ebora , and mine auncieut friend, 
came to vibte me," kc. Steevens. 

* a Jlrange pick-lock , ] As we hear no more of this charge, 

it is neceffary to prevent boncfl Pompcy from being taken for a 
houfe-brcakcr. Tlie locks which he had occahon to pick , were by 
no means common , in this country at leaft. They were probably 
iutradured , with other Spanifli cujtoms, during the reign of Philip 
and Mary ; and were fo well known in Edinburgh, that in one of 
Sir David Lindfay's plays , reprcfentcd to thonfands in the open 
air , fuch a lock is aduaHy opened on the ftage. Ritson. 
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I drink, I eat, array myfclf ; and live. 
Can ft thou believe thy living is a life, 
So flinkingly depending? Go, mend, go, mend. 

Clo. Indeed , it docs flink in fomc fort, lir ; but 
yet, fir, I would prove 

DukE. Nay , if the devil have given thee proofs 
for fin, 

Thou wilt prove his. Take him to prifon , officer; 
Correction and inftrodion mul! both work, 
Ere this rude bead will profit. 

Elb. He mud before the deputy, fir ; he has given 
him warning: the deputy Cannot abide a vv'norc- 
maflcr ; if he be a whore-monger , and comes be- 
fore him, he were as good go a mile on liis errand. 

Dike. That we were all, as fome would fcem to be, 
Free from our faults , as faults from fecming, free i a 

9 / drinks I tat , array my/elf, and Uvt,] The old editions have, 
/ u'.ni, J tat away my ft 'if \ and l.vt. 

Thi* is one very excellent iultauce of the fa^acitv of our editors, 
:ind it were to be wifhed heartily, .thai thev would have ol.li^rd 
US with their p! yfical folution , how a man tan nt mo himUif, 
if.J live. Mr. Rifhop gave me that mofl certain emendation, 
which I have fubhituted in the room of the fotmei fnoli'li rcauin^; 
by the help whereof, we have this eafy fcnlc : that the Clown led 
Limfelf , and put doathl on his back , by cxercihng the vile trade 
of a bawd. Thiobald. 

2 7 hat we were oil, as fome would Jem to be , 

Frte Jtom cui faults , as faults fr'o*n feeming, f)tt!] i. e. as 
faiths arc dcftiMte of all comelinef* or Jetnun^. The lull of there 
lines teferi to l ie deputy's fatutilicd hypoenfy ! the fecond to ihe 
Clown's bcaftly occupation. But the latter part is thus ill cxpullcd 
for the fake of the thyme. WariURTOM. 

Sir Thomas Hanmcr reads: 

Free from all faults , as from fault* firming free. 
In the interpretation of Dr. Wtrbarton, the tenfc is trifling , and 
the exprellion harfh. To wifh that men wrtt as free ft um fau^n , ns 
faults a-t fit: frtm comtlinrfs, [iuftcad of void of ccmtltntf j is a very 
poor conceit. I ouce thought it Otould be icad : 

0 that *ll nttrt , as all would ftesn io bt , 

1 retf »m #.'/ faults, or from falfe fceming free. 
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Enter Lucio. 

Elb. His neck will come to your waifl, a cord, 
fir. 1 

• 

So in this play : 

ii O , place , O , power — how doff, thou 

14 Wrench awe from fooli, and tie the wifer fouls 

ii To thy faift fermm*!" 
But now I believe that a lefs alteration will ferve the turn : 

Frtt from all faults , ox faults from feeming free, 
that men were really good, or that their faulti were known , that 
men were free from faults, or faults from hypocrify. So Ifabella 
calls An^elo's h\ pocrify , feeming y feeming. JOHNSON. 
I think wc fhould read with Sir T. Hanmer: 

Free from all faults , us from faults Jeeming free. 
i. e. / utiih we were all as good as we appear to be; a fentiment « 
very naturally prompted by his reflection on the behaviour of 
Anv,clo. Sir T. Hanmcf has only traufpofed a word to produce a 
convenient fenfe. STEEVINS. 

Hanmer is right with refpeft to the meaning of this p;dVagc , but 
I think hi| tranfpoluion unncceifary. The words , as they Hand , 
will exprefs the fame fenfe, if pointed thus : 

Free from all faults , as , faults from , feeming free. 
Nor is this conflruclion more harm than that of many other fen- 
tcuces in the play, which of all thofc which Shakfpcare has left us, 
is the moil defedive in that relped. M. Mason. 

The original copy has not Fret at the beginning of the line. It 
was added unnecell.it dy bv the editor of the fecond folio , who did 
not perceive that our, like many words of the fame kind , was ufed 
by Shakfpcare as a diflyllable. The reading Irom all faults, 
which all the modern editors have adopted , ( J think , improperly , ) 
was firft introduced in the fourth folio. Dr. Johnfon's conjectural 
reading, or. , appears to me very probable. 1 he compohtor might 
have caught the word a< from the preceding line. If as be 
right, Dr. Warburion's interpretation is perhaps the true one. 
Would we were all as free from faults, as (aults arc free from, or 
deflitute of coxneliuefs , or feeming. Tins line is rendered harfh and 
obfeure by the word free being dragged from its proper place for 
the fake of the rhyme. Malo.se. 

Tijl I meet with foroe decifive inftance of the pronoun— our y 
ufed as a diflyllable , I read with the fctond folio , which I cannot 
fufpect of capricious alteration^. Stlfytss. 

3 HU neck mil come to your waifl, a c#r<f, jkr.} Thai is, his neck 



124 MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

Clo. I fpy comfort ; I cry bail : Here's a gen- 
tleman , and a friend of mine. 

Lucid. How now, noble Pompey? What, at the 
heels of Cacfar? Art thou led in triumph? What, is 
there none of Pygmalion's images, newly made wo- 
man, 4 to be had now, for putting the hand in the 



■will be tied , like your waift, with a rope. The friar* of the Fian- 
cifcan order, perhaps of all oilicrs , wear a hempcu cord loi a 
girdle. Thus Buchanan : 
♦ k Fac gemant fuis 

" Variola terga funibus." JOHNSON. 
* Pygmalion's images, newly made woman , ] By Pygmalion's 
images, newly made woman, I believe Shakfpcarc meant no more 
than— Have you no women now to recommeud to your cuflomers, 
ai frefh and untouched as Pygmalion's ftatue was, at the moment 
when it became Hcfli and blood ? The paffagc , may , however, con- 
tain fomc allufion to a pamphlet printed in 098, called, 1 he 
Ntiatr.QTpkcJii oj Pygmalion's Image , and certain Satires. I have never 
feed it, but it is mentioned by Ames, p. 508; and whatever its 
fubjeU might be, we learn from an order figned by tho» Archbifhop 
of Canterbury and the Bilhop ot London , that this bonk was com- 
manded to be burnt. The order is inferted at the end of the fecond 
volume of the entries belonging to the Stationers' Company. 

Steevens. 

If Marjlcn's Metamorphojis of Pygmalion s Image be alluded to, 
1 believe it muft be in the argument. — 14 The maide [by the 
power of Venus) was nictarnorphofcd into a living woman." 

Farmer. 

There may, however, be an allufion to a paflage in I.ylly's 
Woman in the Moone , 1597. The inhabitants of Utopia petition 
Mature for females, that they may, like other beings, propagate 
their fpecies. Nature grants their requeft , and »« they draw the 
Cutting from before Nature's fhop, where ftands an image clad , and 
fornc unclad, and they bring forth the cloaihed image," &c 

Steevens. 

Perhaps the meaning is , — Is there no courtezan, who being 
newly made woman, i. e. lately debauched, ftill retains the appearance 
«f chaflity , and looks as cold as a ftatue , to be had , Sec. 

The following paffagc in Blurt Majer Confiable , a comedy, by 
Mtddleton; 1602 , feems to authorize this interpretation : 

" Let. Are all thefc women? 

M lnf. No j no , they are half men , and half women. 
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pocket and extracting it clutch'd? What reply? Ha? 
What fay'fl thou to this tune , matter, and method? 
1st not drown'd i' the lad rain ? 1 Ha? What fay'ft 
thou, trot? 6 Is the world as it was , man? Which 

41 Lai. You apprehend too faft. I mean by women, wives; for 
•wives, are no maids, nor are maids women.*' 

Mulier in Latin had prccifcly the fame meaning. Maloke. 

A pick-lock had juft been found upon the Clown , and therefore 
without great offence to his morals , it may be prefumed that he was 
likewife a pick-pocket ; in which cafe Pygmalion's images , kc. may 
mean new-coined money with the Queen's image upon it. DoiCF. 

1 What Jay Jl thou to this tune, matter, and method? fs't not 
drown'd f the lajt rain?] Lucio, a prating fop, meets his old friend 
going to prifon, and pours out upon him his impertinent inter* 
rogatories, to which when the poor fellow makes no anfwer , he adds, 
What reply? ha? what Jay'Jt thou to this? tune , matter , and method, — . 
is't not? drown'd i' th' lafl rain? ha? what Jayji thou , trot ? kc. 
It is a common phrafe ufed in low raillery of a man crefl-fallcn and 
dejeded, that he looks like a drown' d puppy. Lucio, therefore, afks 
him , whether he was drown'd in the laj rain, and therefore cannot 
fpcak. Johnson. 

He rather afks him whether his anfwer was not drown'd in the 
Jaft rain , for Fompey returns no anfwer to anv of his queflions : 
or, perhaps, he means to compare Porapcy's mifcrable appearance 
to a drown'd mou/e. So , in K. Henry VI. Part I. Ad I. fc. ii : 
« 4 Or piteous they will look, like drowned mice." 

Steevens* 

* what fayfi thou troti*] It fhould be read , I think what 

fay'fi thou tot? the word trot beiog fcldom, if ever , ufed to a 
nian. 

Old trot or tral , fignifies a decrepid old woman , or an old drab, 
in this feule it is ufed by Gawin Douglas, Virg. /Ln. B. IV: 

" Out on the old trat , aged dame or wyflc." Grey. 

So , in Wify Beguiled, iGi3 : » Thou toothlefs old trot thou. " 
Again, in The Wife Woman of Ho;fden , i63S : 

14 What can this witch, this wizard , or old trot." 
Trot , however , fometimes fignifies a bawd, So , in Churchyard's 
tragicatl Di/courje of a dolorous Gentlewoman, t5o5 : 

" Awaie old trots , that fets young flefh to fale." 
Pompey , it fhould be remembered , it of this profeflion. 

Steevens. 

Trot, or as it is now often pronounced, honeft trout, is a familiar 
nddrefs to a man among the ruoviuual vulgar. Johnson. 
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is the way? 7 Is it fad , and few words ? Or how? 
The trick of it? , 

Duke. Still thus, and thus! flill worfe ! 

Lucio. How doth rny dear morfel, thy miftrefs? 
Procures (he full! Ha? 

Clo. Troth, fir, llic hath eaten up all her beef, 
and flie is herfelf in the tub. 1 

Lucio. Why, 'tis' good; it is the right of it ; it 
mil (I be fo : Ever your frefli whore , and your pow- 
der d bawd : An unOiunn'd confequence ; it mud 
be fo : Art going to prifon , Pompey? 

Clo. Yes , faith , fir. 

Lucio. Why 'tis not araifs , Pompey : Farewell: 
Go ; fay , I fent thee thither. 9 For debt, Pompey? 
Or how?* 



7 Which is the way?] What is the mode now? Johnson. 

* ■ ...» in the tub.] The method of cure for venereal complaints 
it grofsly called the powdtr^tg tub. Johnson. 

It was fo railed from the method of cure. See she notes on 
«4 the tub-Jaji and the Hit — iu Tmon, Ad IV. Steevens. 

9 Jay , I fent thee thither. 1 Shakfpeare feems here to allude to 

the words ufed by Glofter, in K. Henry VI. P. 111. A6 V. fc. vi. : 
" Down, down to hell; and Jay / fent thee thither." 

Rreo. 

■ Go \ Jay, I fent thee thither. For debt, Pompey* or how f ) 

It fhould be pointed thus: Go, Jay J fent thee thither for -debt, 
Vompey ; or Aottf— -i. c. to hide the ignominy of thy cafe, fay, I 
lent thee to piifon for debt , or whatever other pretence thou fancied 
better. The other humouroufly replies. For being a bawd , fw 
being a bawd , i. e. the true caufe is the raoft honourable. This is 
in charader. Warburton. 

1 do not perceive any necemty for the alteration. Lucio firfl 
offer* him the ufc of his name to hide the leemiug ignominy of his 
rafe ; and theu very naturally defnes to be informed of the true 
rcalon why he was ordered into confinement. Steevens. 

"VVarbuiton has taken fome pains to amend this paflagc , which 
does not require it; and Lucio's fubfequent reply to Klbow , fhows 
that his amendment cannot be right. When Lucio ad vile s Pompey 
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Elb. For being a bawd, for being a bawd. 

Lucio. Well, then impiifon him : If imprifon- 
mcnt be the due of a bawd , why, 'tis his right : 
Bawd is he, doubtlefs, and of antiquity too ; bawd- 
born. Farewell , good Pompey : Commend me to 
the prifon , Pompey : You will turn good hufband 
now, Pompey ; you will keep the houfe. 5 

Clo. 1 hope, fir,y our good worfhip wjjlbe my bail. 

Lucio. No , indeed, will I not, Pompey ; it is not 
the wear. 4 1 will pray, Pompey , to increafe your 
bondage : if you take it not patiently, why , your 
mettle is the more : Adieu, trufly Pompey — Blcfs 
you , friar. 

Duke. And yon. 

Lucio. Does Bridget paint ftili , Pompey? Ha? 

Eld. Come your ways , fir ; come. 

Clo. You will not bail me then , lir ? 

Lucio. Then, Pompey? nor now. 5 — What news 
abroad , friar? What news ? < 

Llb. Come your ways, fir; come. 

Lucio. Go , — to kennel , Pompey , go : 6 

I Exeunt Elbow, Clown, and Officers. 
What news, friar, of the duke? 

to fay he fent him to the prifon, and in hi* next fpeech defires him 
to commend him to the prifon , he fpeaks as one who had fome 
intereil there i and was well known to the keepers. M. Mason. 

5 You will turn good hufband now , Pompey; you will keep 

the houfe. J Alluding to the etymology of the word hujland. 

MALONE. 

4 :/ is not Iht wear. ] i. e. it is not the fafhion. Steevens. 

1 Then , Pompey? nor now.] The meaning, I think, is : / will 
neither bail tket then , nor now. So again , in this play : 

14 More , nor leji to others paying" Malone. 

6 Go, — to kennel , Pompey , go: j It lhould be remembered , thai 
Pompey is the common name of a dog . to which all-ifion is made 
in the mention of a iennel. JotlKSON. 
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Duke. I know none : Can you tell rac of anv ? 

Lucio. Some fay , he is with the emperor of Ruf- 
fia ; other fome , he is in Rome : But where is he > 
think you? 

Duke. I know not where : But wherefoever , I 
wifh him well. 

Lucio. It was a mad fantaftical trick of him , to 
fteal from the flate, and ufurp the beggary he was 
never born to. Lord Angelo dukes it well in his 
abfence ; he puts tranfgrelhon to't. 

Duke. He does well in't. 

Lucio. A little more lenity to lechery would do 
no harm in him : fomething too crabbed that way* 
friar. 

Duke. It is too general a vice , 7 and feverity muft 
cure it v 

Lucio. Yes, in good footh, the vice is of a great 
kindted ; it is well ally'd : but it is impoflible to 
extirp it quite, friar, till eating and drinking be put 
down. They fay, this Angelo was not made by man 
and woman, after tlic downright way of creation : 
Is it true , think you ? 

Duke. How fliould he be made then? 

Lucio. Some report, a fea-maid fpawn'dhim : — 
Some , that he was begot between two flock-fiflies : 
— But it is certain, that when he makes water, his 
urine is congeal'd ice ; that 1 know to be true : and 
he is a motion ungencrative, that's infallible. 8 

* It is too general a viee,] Yes , replies Lucio, the vice iff great 
kindred; it is will ally'd, 8tc. Ai much as to fay, Yes, iruiy , it 
is general ; for the great eft men have it as well as we little folks. 
A little lower he taxes the Duke pcrfonally with it. Edwards. 

8 and he is a motion ungencrative, that's infallible.] In the 

former editions: — and he is a motion generauve ; that's injadibh. 
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Duke. You are pleafant, fir ; and (peak apace. 

Li'cio. Why, what a ruthlefs thing is ihis in him, 
for the rebellion of a cod-picce , to take away the 
life of a man ? Would the duke, that is abfent , 
have done this? Ere he would have han^'d a man 
for the getting a hundred b:tflards , he would have 
paid for the nurfing a thoufand : He had fomc feel- 
ing of the fport ; he knew the fervice , and that in- 
ftrufted him to mercy. 

Duke. I never heard the abfent duke much de- 
tected for women ; * he was not inclined that way. 

This may be fenfe ; and Lucio , peihaps , may mean, that 
though Angclo have the organs af generation , yet th.it he make* 
no more ufe of ihem, than if he were an inanimate puppet. Uut I 
rather* think our author wrote, — ana he is a motion uni;cnerativc , 
becaufc Lucio again iu this very fecne fays, — thi\ uugenitured agent 
will unpeople the province with cov.liner.cy. Theobald. 

A mcttcn generative certainly means a puppet of the majculine 
gerder ; a thing that appears to have thole powers of which it it 
not in reality poficlicd. Steevens. 

A motion ur generative is a moving or animated body without the 
power of generation. Ritson. 

9 much detected for women;] This appears fo like the lan- 
guage of Dogberry, that at hrft I thought, the pallage 'corrupt, and 
wifhed to read JJpetltd. But perhaps detefted had anciently the 
fame meaning. So in an old collection of Tales , entitled, Wits t 

fid , and Fancies, xbyb : " An officer whole daughter w~s 

detetled of difhoneftic , and generally fo reported." — That detected 
is there ufed for Jnfpecled , and not in thr prefent fenfc of the word , 
appeals, I think, from the words that follow — and ft generally rt~ 
fitted , which feem to relate not to a known but Jujftcled fa3. 

Malone, 

In the Statute 3d' Edward Eiift, c. i5. the wouls gentz rettei de 
felcnie are rendctcd ptfrfonk deleted of felony , that is , as I conceive, 
Jxtjfetled. Reem. 

Again, in A'/.a'j Adventures of Simoiides , t. r »S4 > 4:0: "——all 
Rome , dettded of inconllancic. HENDERSON. 

Detefted, however, may mean , r.olorioujiy charged, or guilty. So, 

in North's tfanflation of Glut arch : i4 lie only of all oihrr 

kini;* in his time was m*ft dttcdeJ with this vice of leachcric." 

Vol. VI. K 
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Lucio. O, fir, you arc deceived. 
Dc;k.e. 'Tis not polhble. 

Lucio. Who? not the duke? yes, your beggar 
of fifty ; — and his ufe was , to put a ducat in her 
clack-difh : * the duke had crotchets in him : He 
would be drunk too ; that let me inform you. 

JJLK.E. You do him wrong, furely. 

Lucio. Sir, 1 was an inward of his :* A £hy fellow 

Again, in Howe's Abridgment of Stowc's Chronicle , iGi8,p. 3G3 i 
** in the month of February divers uaiterous peilons were appre- 
hended , and dftethd of inoft wicked confpir.ic.ie againft his ma- 
jeftie: — the 7th of Sept. certaine of them wicked fubjecu were 
iudided, " 8cc. Malohe. 

' itaek-dijh:] The begeatj , two or three centuries ago, 

ufrd to proclaim their want by a woodcn-dilh with a moveable 
cover, which they clacked, to Ihow tl» n.t their vcfTel was empty. 
This appears from a pailage quoted on another occaliou by Hk. 
Grey. 

Dr. Crey's afTenion may be fupported by the following pafTage 
in an old comedy, called Thr Family of Love , 160S : 

" Can you think 1 get my living by a bell and a claci-di/h? " 

» l IW a bell and a clati-dijh ? how'* that.-*" 

" Why , by begging , 01 , " &c. 
Again , in Hcndeifon'i Supplement to Chaucer's Tioiiu* ar.U 
Citjjtid : 

11 Thus fhalt thou go a begging fiom hous to hous , 

" Wah tuf.pt and clappir like a lazarous. '* 
And by a flagc dircclion in the Second Part of A'. Edward IF, 
1619 : 

»« Enter Mrs. Blague very poorly , begging with her bafket and 
a clop-dijh. " 

There is Jikcwtfe an old proverb to be found in Ray's Collcaion , 
which alludes to ihe fame cuflom : 

» He claps his dijii at a wrong man's door." StievlnS. 

3 an inward of his:] Inward is intimate. So, in Daniels 

lljmtrx'i Triumph , ifi}3: - 

» l You two were wont to be moft inward friends." 
Again, in Marjons Malcontent, 1604: 

11 Come we mud be inwoid , thou and I all one." 

Steeveks. 
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was the duke : 4 and , I believe, I know the caufe of 
his withdrawing. 

Duke. What, I pr'ythec, might be the caufe? 

Lucio. No, — pardon; — 'tis a fecret mud be 
lock'd within the teeth and the lips : but this I can 
let you underftand, — The greater file of the fubjccV 
held the duke to be wife. , v 

Duke. Wife? why, no queftion but he was. 

Lucio. A very fupcrficial , ignorant, unweighing* 
fellow. 

Dukf. Either this is envy in you , folly, or mil- 
taking; the very flrcam of his life , and the bufincfs 
lie hath helmed , 7 muft , upon a warranted need, give 
him a better proclamation. Let him be but telli- 
monied in his own bringings forth, and he fliall 
appear to the envious , a lcnolar , a flatelman, and 
a foldier : Therefore , you fpeak unfkilfully ; or , if 
your knowledge be more , it is much darken'd in 
your malice. 

Lucio. Sir, I know him, and I love him. 

Duke. Love talks with better knowledge , and 
knowledge with dearer love. 

4 A fhy ftllow was tkt duke : 1 The meaning of this term 

may be beft explained by the following lines in the fifth Aft; 
»* 1 be vviiked'ft caitiff on ihe ground , 
» May feetn *$Jhy , as grave , n juft , as ablolute, " Sec. 

* Malonc. 

1 Tht greater file of tht Jubjetl ~] The larger lift, the greater 
number. Johnson. 

So , in Matte tk: 

ii the valued fit." Stfevins. 

(• unwrigking ] i. e. inconfiderate. So. in The Merry 

V ri of W ihdjor : 11 What au uixt'tighed behaviour hath this 
1 nidi drunkard pick'd out of my c onvevfatiooV* STtrvtss. 

1 the buf jiffs he hath helmed,! Tkt difficulties he hath Jl'n'.i 

turough. A metaphor from navigation. Sieevins. 

K 2 
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Lucio. Come, fir, I know what I know. 

Duke. 1 can hardly believe that , fince you know 
not what you fpeak. But, if ever the duke return, 
(as our piayers arc he may,) let me defire you to 
make your aniwer before him : If it be honcft. you 
have fpoke , you have courage to maintain it : I am 
1>< und to call upon you; and, I pray you, your 
name? >• 

Lucto. Sir, my name is Lucio; well known to 
the duke. 

Duk'c. He fhall know you better, fir, if I may 
live to report you. 

l.ucio. I fear you not. 

UukE. O, you hope the duke will return no 
more ; or you imagine me too unhurtful an oppo- 
hte. 6 But indeed, 1 can do you little harm : you'll 
iorfwear this again. 

Lucio. Til he hang'd firft : thou art deceived in 
rr.c , frar. But no more of this : Canft thou tell , 
it Claudio die to-morrow, or no? 

Dukf. Why Ihould he die, fir? 

Lucio. Why? for filling a bottle with a tun-difh. 
I would . t*»e duke, we talk of, were returned again : 
this ungcniturM agent 7 will unpeople the province 
with contincnev ; fparrows mud not build in his 
houfc-t;ivcs , becaule they are lecherous. The duke 
v*t would have dark deeds darkly anfwer'dihe 
would never bring them to light : would he were 

« 

* efpnfite.] i. e. opponent, ailverfaiv. So, iu King Lear: 

" ihciu waft not hound lo anfwci 

" An unknowu oppapt." StEEVENS. 

7 . ungenitui'd a»tnt — 1 This word feems to be formed from 

genitoiis, a word winch otcurs in Holland's Pliny , toin. ii. p. 3ii , 
5bo , 5Sq , and comes from the French gti.itoires , the genitals. 
f Tollet. 
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returned ! Marry, this Claudio is condemrTd for un- 
trufiing. Farewell, good friar; I prVthcc , pray for 
,111?. The duke , I fay to thee again, would eat mut- 
ton on Friday^ 1 He's now pad it; yet,'aud ! (ay 
to thee, he would mouth with a beggar, though Hie 
fmeh brown bread and garlick : * lay , that 1 laid lo. 
Faiewcll. [Exit* 

Duke. No might nor greatnefs in mortality 
Can cenfure Tcapc ; back -wounding calumny 
r i lie whitefl virtue fliikes : What king fo flrong, 
Can tie the gall up rri the llanderous tongue ? 
But who comes here? 

Enter Escalus , Provoft , Bawd, and Officers. 

Escal. Go, away with her to prifon. 
Bawd. Good my lord , be srood to me : vour ho- 
nour is accounted a merciful man : good my lord, 
EsCAL. Double and treble admonition, and (till 

* rat mutton on Fridays.] A wench was called a laced 
mutton. Theobald. 

So, in Dollar faujtus , 1604 , Lechery favs : 
• » I am one that love* an inch of law mutton better than an 
ell of Friday ftock-fifli" Steevi ns. 

9 He's now pajl it; yrt ,] Sir Thomas Hanmer reads — He is not 
pajl it yet. This emendation was received in the former edition , but 
fce.ns not nereflary. It were to be wifhed, that we all explained 
more , and amended left. Johnson. , 

If Johnfon underftood the paffage as it flands , I wifh he had 
explained it. To me, Hanmer's amendment appears abfolutcly 
netetfury. M. Mason. 

I have infertcd Mr. M. Mafon's remark : and yet the old 
reading is, in my opinion, too intelligible to need explanation. 

S I EEVEVS. 

* — though Jht fmelt hiown l^ead and jraTlitk:] This was 

the phrafeology of our author's time. In the Merry Wives sf 
Wind/or , Mafter Fenton is h<id to <* JmtU April and May, ' not " ta 
fmell " fcr. Mai one. 
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forfeit 1 in the fame kind? This would make mercy 
Jwear, and play the tyrant. 4 

Prov. A bawd of eleven years continuance , may 
it pleafc vour honour. 

Bawd. My lord, this is one Lucio's information 
againfl me : miltrefs Kate Keep -down was with 
child by him in the duke's time, he pr'omiied her 
maniagc; his child is a year and a quarter old , come 
Philip and Jacob : I have kept it myfelf; and lee 
how he goes about to abufe me. 

Escal. That fellow is a fellow of much licence: 

let him be called before us Away with her to pri- 

fon : Go to ; no more words. [ Exeunt Bawd and 
Officers. ] Provofl, m^ brother Angclo will not be 
alter' d , Claudio muft die to-morrow : let him be 
fumiflied with divines, and have all charitable pre- 
paration : if my brother wrought by my pity , it 
fhould not be fo with him. 

Prov. So pleafe yon, this friarjiath been with him, 
and advifed him for the entertainment of death. 

Escal. Good even , good father. 

5 fcrfcit ] i. e. tranfgrefs, offend; from the French 

jcrjaiTf. Sr>tvtNS. 

4 mercy fwcar, unJ flay the tymvJ. } We fhould read Jwrrve, 

i. e. deviate from her nature. The common reading gives us the 
idea of a rat»tin<; whore. Warbi rton. 

There is fuiely no need of emendation. We fay at prefent, 
Su< h a thing ji n on git t» moke a parfon Jucar, i. e. deviate from a 
proper refpect to decern y, and the fandity of his character. 

The idea of (wearing agrees very well with that of u tyrant in 
Our ancient uivflenea. SitLVtNS. 

I do not much like mn cy /wear , the old reading ; or mercy 
Jtatrvty Dr. Warburton's coircciion. I believe it fhould be, this 
would make mercy Jtvttt, FARMER, 

We ftill fay. /o Juear like m emperor; and from fotne old book, 
of which I uniowunatelv DCgledcd to copy the title, I have noted — 
10 fwemr like a tyrant. To furear lixt a termagant ii quoted elfewhcre. 

RlTSON. 
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DtifCK. Blils and goodncfs on you! 
Escal. Of whence are you ? 
Duke. Not of this country, though my chance is 
now 

To ufe it for my time : I am a brother 

Of gracious order, late come from the fee , 4 

Jn ipecial bufinefs from his holinefs. 

Escal. What news abroad i the world? 

Dike. None, but that there is fo great a fever on 
goodnefs, that the dilfolution of it muft cure it: 
novelty is only in requeit ; and it is as dangerous 
to Lc aged in any kind oi courfe , as it is virtuous 
to be conflant in any undertaking. There is fcarcc 
truth enough alive, to make focicties fecure : but 
feciuity enough , to make fellow mips ateuiVd: ' 
much upon' this riddle runs the vvildom of the 
world. This news is old enough, yet it is every 

« . /rem ike fee, ] The folio reads : 

Jicn the lea. Johnson. 

The emendation , which is undoutedly riglit, was made by Mr. 
Theobald, ia Hall s Chronicle, Jea is ofiea written for Jee. 

Maloni. 

1 TkfTf is /caret truth enough alive, to make Jocieties Jecure; but 
ferutity enough, to make ftUmjhip\ atcurs'd:] The fpeaker here 
alludes to thofe legal lecui iiies into whicli 11 fellowfhip " lead* men 
to enter for each other. So, in King Henry IP'. Fart II: " He 
would not take his bond and yours; he liked not the Jecurity.'' 
Falftaff in the fame fecne, plays, like the Duke, on the lame word: 
1 1 had as liel they fhouhl put nifhane in my mouth, as oiler to 
flop it with Jecurity. I look'd he Ihould have fent roe two and 

twenty yauU of fattia, and he feuds me Jecuiity. Well, he may 

llcep in Jecuiity," &c. Malom. 

The fcufc is, 14 There fcarecly exilU fufficient houcfty in the 
world to make foci.il liie fei-ure : but there arc occahons enough 
where t man may be drawn in to become Jurety, which will ma .e 
him pay dearly for his friendfhips. " In c\cufe of this .juibulc, 
Slukfpeutc may, plead high authority. — " He that hateth JxLittiJhip 
iifiTe. " Prov. xi. i5. Holt Whitf. 
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day's news. I pray you, fir, of what difpohtion 
was the duke i* 

Escal. One, that, above all other flrifcs , con- 
tended cfpccially to know himlclf. 

Dl'ke. What pleafurc was he given to? 

EscAl. Rather rejoicing to fee another merry , than 
merry at any thing which profefs'd to make him 
rejoice : a gentleman of all temperance. But leave 
we him to hi* events, with a prayer they may prove 
profperous ; and let me defire to know how you 
find Claudio prepared. 1 am made to uudcrftand , 
that you have lent him vifitation. 

Duke, iie profefTes to have received no fmitter 
mcafure from his judge , but moll willingly hum- 
bles himfclf to the determination of juflice: yet had 
3ic framed to himfclf, bv the inftrucTion of his frailty, 
many deceiving promifes of life; which 1, bv my 
good leifure . have difcredited to him, and now is 
lie refolved 4 to die. 

Escal. You have paid the heavens your function, 
and the prifoncr the very debt of your calling. I 
have labour'd for the poor gentleman , to the ex- 
fremefl fhore of my modefty ; but my brother juflice 
have I found fo fevctc, that he hath forced me to 
tell him, he is indeed — juiticc. 7 

Dukf,. If his own life anfwer the flraitnefs of his 
proceeding, it fhnll become him well ; wherein if 
he chance to fail , he hath fcntcnccd himfelf. 

Escai.. I am going to viGt the prifoncr : Fare 
you well. 

* rtfolved ] i. e. fatisfied. So, in Middleton't Mtrt 

Piffemblen bijiitl Women, Afi I. fc. iii ! 

w The blcfhng of ] crfeQion to your thoughts lady; 
" For I'm rtfolvtd they ate pood ones. " R.EED. 
7 . ht is hdttd — juflice. j Suminuiu jus, fumma injuria. 

SltKVENS. 
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Duke. Peace be with you! 

j Exeunt Esc alls and Provofl. 
He, who the fword of heaven will bear, 
Should be as holy as feverc; 
Pattern in himfelf to know , 
Grace to fland , and virtue go ; 1 



S Pattern in himfelf to how, 

Crate to fland, and virtue go;] Thefe lines I cannot under- 
ftand, but believe that they fhould be re.id thus: 

Patterning himfelf to know. 

In grace to Jiand, in virtue go. 
To pattern is to uteri after a pattern, and, perhaps, in Shakfpearc's 
licentious diction, (imply to work. The lenfe is, he thai hears the 
/word oj heaven Jhotild be hoi) as well as fevere; one that after good 
examples labours to know himfelf, to lite with innocence, and to a8 
wtk virtue. Johnson. 

This pafTagc is very obfeure, nor can be cleared without a more 
licentious paraphrafe than any reader may be willing to allow. He 
that bears the fword of heaven J/tould be rot lefs holy than fevere: 
ffiould be able to difcover in himfelf a pattern of fuch grace as can 
avoid temptation, together Xnith fuch virtue as dares venture abroad 
into the world without danger of feduflion. Stf.kvens. 

Grace to fland, and virtue go;] This la ft line is not inlel lit;ibl« 
as it Hands; but a very (light alteration, the addition of the word 
in, at the beginning ol it, which may relcr to virtue as well as to 
g>ace, will render the fenfc of if clear. " Pattern in himfelf to 
know," is to feel in his own bread that virtue which he nukes 
others praaife. M. Mason. 

" Pattern in himfelf to know," is, to experience in his own bofom 
an original principle of adion, which, inftcad of beit^g borrowed or 
copied from others, might ferve as a pattern to them. Our author, 
in The Winters 1 ale, has again ufed the fame kind of imagery: 
»« Bv the pattern of mine own thoughts I cut out 
" 1 he purity of his. " 
In the Comedy of Errors he ufes an cxprefnon equally hardy and 
licentious : 

" And will have no attorney but nyfelf;" 
which is an abfolute catachrcfts ; an attorney importing precifely a 
perfon appointed to act for and her. In Every Woman in her Humour, 
1609, Wc nni * l ' ,e f jm c exprellinn: 

11 he bath but fhown 

'« A pattern in himfelf, what thou fhall find 

" In others. " Malonk. 
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More nor lcfs to others paying , 
Than by felt- offences weighing. 
Shame to him, whole cruel fluking 
Kills for faults of his own liking! 
Twice treble lliame on Angelo , 
To weed my vice, and let his grow! 9 
O, what may man within him hide,, 
Though angel on the outward fide!* 
How may iikenefs , made in crimes , 
Making practice on the times , 
Draw with idle fpiders' firings 
Moft pond'rous and fubflantial things ! 1 

9 To vtti my vice, and let his grow ! ] i. e. to weed faults out of 
my dukedom, and yet indulge himfeU'in his own private vices. 
. So, m fht Contention betwjxte C:ut ,nyeatd a.id Camtd, fee. ijGo; 
»« For Cato doth attyrmc 

" Thcr is no greater (name, 
Than to reprove a vy< c 

» And your fclvcs do the fame. " Stfrvevs. 

My, does not, I apprehend, relate to the Duke in particular, who 
had not been guilty of auv vice , but to any mdefiniw perfon. 
The meaning feems to be — To dtjlroy by extirpation (as it ^CvprcHcd 
in another place ) a fault that I have commute !, and k o tui.ei his 
own vites to grow to a rank and luxuriant height. I 'ie Ipcakcr, 
for the lake of argument, put* himielf in the cafe ot an oHeuuing 
perfon. Malo.ne. 

I he Duke is plainly Speaking iu his own perfon. What he 
here terms 41 my vice, " may be explained from his converfaiiou in 
Ad I. fc. iv. with Friar Thomas, and especially the lollowing hue t 

»' 'twas my fault to give Me people fcope. " 

The vice oj Angela requires no explanation. Hlnley. 

* Though angel on the outwaid fid:!} Here wc fee what induced 
our author to »ivc the outwaid-faiutcd dcpuiy, the name of Angela. 

MALONE. 

3 How may likenefs, made in crimes, 
Mating pratlice on the times, 
Draw With idle Jpiders jhitgs. 

hUJl ponU'rous and fubjlantial things!} The old copy reads — 
»* To draw with," See. Steevens. 

Thus all the editions read corruptly; and fo have made an obfeure 
paffagt in itfelf, quite unintelligible. Shakfpcare wrote it thus: 
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* 

Craft againfl vice I muft apply : t 
With Angclo to-night /hall lie 

How may that liktnefs, made in crimes, 
Making piait'ue on the lima, 
Draw 

The fcufc is this. How much wickednefs may a man hide wiihiri y 
though he appear angel without. How may thai likenefs made in 
ciimes i. c. by hypocrify ; [a pretty paiado\ical cxprefTion, an angel 
made in crimes j by impoGng upon the world [ thus emphatically 
CXprefled, making practice on the times] draw with its falfc and 
feeble pretcuces T finely called ftidert' jirinp] the moll pondroui 
and fubftautial matters of the world, as riches, honuur, power, 
reputation, &c. Wakburton. 

LikeneJ s may mean Jeemlir.ejs, fair appearance, as we fay, a likely 
man. 

The Revijal reads thus : 

How may fuch likenefs trade in envies, 
Making praflue on the times. 
To draw with idle Jpiier's firings 
Mojl pond'rens and fubjtantial things. 
Meaning by pond'rous and Jubjiantial things, pleafure and wealth. 

Steevens. 

The old copr reads — Making practice, kc. which renders the 
paflage ungrammatical , and unintelligible. %For tite emendation 
now made, f mocking ] I am anfwetable. A line in Macbeth may 
add fome fupport to it: 

lk Away, and mock the time with faireft mow. " 

There is no one more convinced of the general propriety of 
adhering to old readings. 1 have ftrenuoullv followed the courfe 
which was pointed out and fuccclsfully purfued by Dr. Fanner and 
Mr. Steevens, that of elucidating and fupporting our author's ge- 
nuine text by illuUrations drawn from the writings of his contem- 
poraries, but in tome cafes alteration is a matter not of choice, 
but necelfity; and furely the prcfent is one of them. Dr. War- 
burton, to obtain tome fcufc, omitted the word T» in the third 
line; in which he was followed by all the fubfequent editors. 
But omiffton, in my appi eiienlion, is of ^11 the modes of emenda- 
tion, the mofl exceptionable. In the paflage before us, it is clear 
from the context, that fomc verb muft have ftood in cither the hrfl 
or fecond of ihefc lines. Some years ago I conjectured that, ioAcad 
of made, we out;ht to read wade., which was ufed in our authoi's 
time in the fenfe of to proceed But having fince had occalion to 
obferve how often the words mock and make have been confounded 
in thefe pla/s , I am. now perfu.vled that the hnglc error in the 
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His old betrothed , but defpis'd; 

So dilguife (hall , by the difgais'd , 4 

Pay with falfhood falfc cxaciing, 

And perform an old contracting. [Exit* 



prcfent patTage is, the word Making having been printed inftcad of 
Mocking^ a word of which r»ur author has m.tde vorv frequent uie, 
and which exactly luits the context. In this very play wc have 
hud make inftcad of mod. [See rriy note nn p. 55, | In the hand- 
writing of that lime, the fniall c was mtitlv a fliaight line; fo ci.at 
it it happened to be fuhjoincd and written veiv tlofc to a.i e, the i o 
letteii might rafily be taken fot an a. Hcure I f.ippole it was. .hat 
thefc words have been fo often confounded. lhc autwai Juris of 
the expreflion — 41 Mating practice,"' of which 1 hive met with no 
example, may be likewife urged in fupport of this c n- i. Nation. 

Likenefs is here ufed for Jpecfom or/rra/^ viunt. So, I . tore: 
" O fceming, fceming! 'Ihe fenfe then of the padage is, *— ^o * 
may pcrfons aiTuminz the hit <eji or femtlancc of vi iuc , vktU 
thry are in fatl guilty of tht grofj'fi dimes , imf/f ui'k His co >u- 
tcrfcit f anility upon tit VOtld, m order to drmw to tktwM rs hy 
tUJRmfitJ freitnjtens tkemojl ft Hi advantages i. e.plcafurc, honour, 
reputation. Sec. 

In Muck Ado alcut j\'o!hn:g we have a'fim'dar thought: 
" O, what authority and (how of truth 
»« Can running fin rover itfelf withal ! " MALONE. 

1 cannot admit that mah, in the ancient copies of our author, has 
been fo frequently punted inftcad of mod ; fur the padages in whtch 
the one is fuppofed to have been fubftiltltcd for the oilier, are Hill 
unfettlcd. — But, be this as it raav, I neither comprehend the drift 
of the lines bcfoie us as they fi.md in the old edition, or with the 
aid of any changes hitherto attempted ; and mult therefore bequeath 
Lhem to the luckici efforts of future criticifm. SitEVENS. 

By made in crimes, tfie Duke means, tiained in iniquity, and 
perfect in it. Thus we fay — a made hoifc ; a made pointer ; meaning 
one well trained. M. Mason. 

* So difguifc Jlall, hy the uifguis'd,] So di/gvife fhall by means 
of a pcrfon difgnifed, return an injurious demand with a counterjtit 
prrjen. JOHNSON. 
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ACT IV. S C E N E I. 

A Room in Mariana's Hou[e. 
Mariana dijcovered Jilting; a Boy fmging. 

SONG. 

Take, oh take thofe lips away ' 

That fo Jwcftly were forfworn; 
And thofe eyes , tin i>reak of day , 

Lights that do mijlead the morn; 
But my kijfes bring again , 

bring a gain , 
Seals of love, hut feaCd in vain, 

JeaPd in vain. 

' ftattt, oh taif, Sec. ] This is part of a little long of Shakfpeare s 
own writing, confiltiug of two llaiuas , and fo extremely fwect, 
that the reader won't be i!l!pleafed to have the other: 
Hid', oh hide theft hllis of Jr.ow, 

Wkith thy frozen bofctn bears, 
fin xt hofe tops the finis that pou), 

Are of tho/f that April wears. 
But firji jet my poor heart free. 
Bound in thofe icy chains ky thee. WAHRl'tTON. 

This fong fo entire in Beaumont's Bloody Brother, and in SKak. 
fpearet Poems. The latter flan/.a is omitted by Mariana, as not 
fuiting a female character. THEOBALD. 

Though Scwetl and Gildon have piinted this among Shakfpcare'S 
Focms, they Sure done the fame to fo many other pieces, of which 
the real authors are 6nce known, that their evidence is not to be 
depended on. It is not found in Jaggard's edition of our author's 
Sonnets, which was punted luring his life-time. 

Our poet, however, Lu> introduced one of the fame thoughts in 
his 1 ftd Sonnet : 

« k not from thofe lips of thine 

" That have prophati'd their fcarlct ornaments, 

" And /'«/'</ fal/t lands oj love, as oft as mine. " Slf.EVFSS. 

Again, in his ienvs and iJcr.is: 

k4 Pure lipi, fwect ftah in mv foit lips impiiiited, 

•« What bargains may X maLCj ftill '.o be Irving. " MAXONI. 
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Mari. Break off thy fong , and hafle thee quick 

away ; 

Here comes a man of comfort, whofe advice 
Hath often fUird my brawling difcontent. 

[Exit Boy. 

Enter Duke. 

J try you mercy, fir; and well could wifh 
You had not found here fo mufical : 

Let me exculc me, and believe me f o , 

My mirth it much dilplcas'd, but plcas'd my woe.* 
Duke. Tis good : though mufick oft hath fuch 
a charm , 

To make bad , good , and good provoke to harm. 
I pray you , tell me , hath any body inquired foi me 
here to day? much upon this time have 1 promised 
here to meet. 

Mari. You have not been inquired after : I have 
fat here all day. 

* 

Enter Isabella. 

DtJKE. I do conflantly 7 believe you : — The time 
is come , even now. 1 (hall crave your forbearance a 

The fame image occurs alfo in the old black-letter Tranflatirm 

of Arnadis of Gaule, 410. p. 171: " rather with kips (which 

•arc counted the /raits of I.ove) they chofe to confirm their unam- 
jniiie, than otherwife to oHcnd a refolved patience. " Refd. 

This fong is fouud entire in Shakfpeare's Poems, printed in 1640; 
but that i* a book of no authority: Yet I believe that both thefc 
fl.tn/.as were written by our author. Malone. 

* My mirth it muck Jifpteai'd t hut pltas'd my wor y ] Though the 
muhek foothed my forrowi, it had no tendency to produce light 
jncnimcnt. Johnson. ^ 

7 conjanliy — J Certainly; without flu&uation of mind. 

Johnson. 

\ 
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little ; may be , I will call upon you anon , for fomc 

advantage to yourfclf. 

Maui. I am always bound to you. [Exit, 
DUKE. Very well met, and welcome. 

Wliat ib the news from this good deputy ? 

Isab. He hath a garden circummur'd with 
brick, 1 

Whofe weflern fide is with a vineyard back'd ; 
And to that vineyard is a planched gate,' 

That makes his opening with this bigger key; 
7 his other doth command a little door, 
Which from the vineyard to the garden leads; 
There have I made my promife to call on him, 
Upon the heavy middle of the night.* 

Duke. But fliall you on your knowledge find 
this way ? 

Isab. I have ta'en a due and wary note upon't; 
With whifpering and in oft guilty diligence, 

So, in The Merchant of Venice : 

" Could fo much turn the conflittuiou 
44 Of any conjlaht man." SteeveNS. 

* ■ circummur'd uith brick, ] Circ-imrr.urcJ , walled round. 
«« He cuufed the doors to be mured and cafed up." . 

4, Painter'i J'ajace of 1't'afvre. JOHNSON. 

° a planched gate, ] i. e. a Rate made of boards. Vlav.che, Fr. 

A plancktr is a, plank. So, in Lyly's Maids Mc amorphous, 
iGoo : 

44 — — upon the "round doth He 

44 A hollow pUncher. " 

Again, in Sir Attkur Georges' tianflation of Lucas, 1G14: 
44 Yet with his hoofc doth beat and rent 
14 The planched Hoove, the barres and thiines. " 

SrEfVE^. 

» There hare /, &c. ] In the old copy the line A*nd thus: 
^ There har e I maae my purnijc 1lpi>u the 

litaty middle cj 'he xt^ht , to ml', upon him, Steevens. 

The prefeut xcgulaiiou v..t. made by Mr. Siec\ens. MAuufl. 
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In ac"tion all of precept, 1 he did Ihow me 
The way twice o'er. 

DukE. Are there no other tokens 

Between you 'greed , concerning her obfervance? 

Isab. No, none, but only a repair i the dark ; 
And that I have poflefs'd him, 4 my mod flay 
Can be but brief: for I have made him know, 
I have a fcrvant comes with me along , 
That flays upon me ; s whofe perluaGon is , 
I come about my brother. „ 

Duke. 'Tis well borne up. 

I have not yet made known to Mariana 
A word of this : — What, ho ! within ! come forth ! 

Re -enter Mariana. 

I pray you, be acquainted with this maid; 
She comes to do you good. 

Isab. I do dcfirc the like. 

Duke. Do you perfuade yourfclf that I refpecr. 
you ? 

MARI. Good friar, I know you do; and have 
found it. 

.1 In aFlion all of precept, ) i. e. {hewing the feveral turnings of 
the way with his hand ; which action contained fo many precepts, 
be ing given for my dircflion. YVARBt'RTON. 

I rather think, we fliould read, 

In pucrfl of all action, 

that is, in direQion given not by words, but by mnte fg^s. Johnson. 

4 / hare poflVfs'd Aim, J I have made him clearly and 

ftrongly compreheud. Johnson. 

To popjs had formerly the fenfe of inform or acquaint. As in 
E- fry Man in his Humour , Act I. fc. v. Captain Bohadil favs: 
•* Pojfffs no gentleman of our acquaintance with notice of my 
lodging. " Rkld. 

* That ftays upon me;} So, in Madeih: 

•* Worthy Macbeth, we fiay upon your lcifure. " Steevens. 
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Duke. Take then this your companion by the 
hand , 

Who hath a (lofy ready for your ear: 

I fliall attend your leifure; but make hade ; 

The vaporous night approaches. 

Maki. Wilft plcafe you walk afide? 

[ Exeunt Mariana and Isabella. 
Duke. O place and ercatnefs , 6 millions of falfc 
eyes 7 

Are fluck upon thee! volumes of report 
Run with thele falfc and mod contrarious quells 8 

6 0 place and gr'atnefs,] It plainly appears that this fine fpecch 
belongs to that which concludes the preceding fecue between the 
Duke and Lucio. For they are abfolutcly foreign to the fubject 
of this, and arc the natural reilcciions ariGug from that. Bcliucs, 
the very words, 

Run with thefe falje and mojl ccntrarious quejls, 
evidently refer to Lucio's fcandals juft preceding; which the 
Oxford editor, in his ufual way, has emended, by altering theft to 
their. But th.'t fomc time might be given to the two women to 
confer together, the players, I fuppofe, took, part of the fpecch, 
beginning at No might nor greatness, kc. and put it here, without 
troubling thcmfelves about its pertinency. However, we are obliged 
to them for not giving us their own impcriincncy , as they have 
Frequently done in other places. Warburion. 

I cannot ajree that thefc lines are placed here by the players. 
The fentimcnts are common, and fuch as a prince, c,ivcn to re- 
flexion, muft have often prefent. There was a neceffny to fill up 
the time in which die ladies convcrfc apart, and thev muft have 
quick tongues and ready apprehenftons, if thev undcrftood each 
other while this fpecch was uttered. Johnson. 

7 mil ions of Jalfe eyes — ] That is, Eyes infidious and 

traiterous. Johnson. 

So, in Chaucer's Ssmpnonres Tale, Tyrwhitt's edit. v. 7633: 
14 Ther j> Jul many an eye, and innnv an ere, 
" Awaiting on a lord," &c. StEEVENS. 

> contrarious quejls — ] Different reports, running counter to 

each other. Johnson. 

So, in Olhello: 

" The fenale lias feat out three fcveral qutjls." 

Vol. VI. L 



♦ 

146 MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

Upon thy doings! thoufand Tcapes of wit. 

Make thee tlie lather of their idle dream , 

And rack thee in their fancies ! 8 — Welcome ! How 

agreed? 

Re-enter Mariana and Isabella. 

Isab. She'll take the cnterprizc upon her, father. 
If you advife it. 

Dlicf; It is not my content, 

But my intrcaty too. 

Isab. Little have you to fay , 

When you depart from him , but , foft and low, 
Remember now my brother. 

Mari. Fear me not. 

Duke. Nor, gentle daughter, fear you not at all : 
He is your hulband on a pre-contracl : 

« 

In our author's K. Richard III. is a paflage in fornc degrca 
fimilnr to the foregoing : 

l * My conkience hzlh a thoufand fevcral tongues, 
14 And every tongue brings in a fcvcral tale, 
l« And every tale condemns " SlEEVENS. 

I incline to think, that qvefis here rne ins inquijxtions , in which 
feiil'c the word wis ufed in Sliakfpearc's time. See Minlhieut 
Did. in v. Cole in his Latiu Dielionary , 1679, renders 14 A/ 

wtiejfi" by u txamtitu infuifitio." Malone. 

i'alfe and corJraiious queffs in t Ii I s place rather mean /y/flf and 
cDr.tratiulory mrffengers , with whom run volumes of uport. An ex- 
planation, which the line quoted by Mr. Sttevens will fcrve to 
conhrm. Ritson. 

7 'francs cj wit — ] i. e. fallies, irregularities. So, ia 

King John, Ad 111. fc. iv : 

»* No '/cape of nature, no diftemper'd day." Steevens. 

* A*d Tack Ihrc in their fancies !} Though red, in the prefent 
inllancc, may fignifv t'rhire or mangle, it mi$»ht alfo mean ct%hjt\ 
as ihe rack, i. e. ileeiins cloud, render? the ob;ccl behind it obfeure, 
aud of undeierniinrfl lorm. So, in J -J any and Cleopatra : 

,k That which was now a horfe, even with a thought, 
11 The rack diflimns, and makes i: indiftinclt, 
41 A* water is ia water. " Steevcns. 
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To bring you thus together , 'tis no fin ; 
Sith that the juftice of your title to him 
Doth tlourii'li the deceit. • Come, let us go; 
Our corn's to reap, for yet our tithe's to low 1 

[Exeunt. 

* Doth flourifh the Jedlf.] A metaphor taken from embroidery, 
where a coaifc rround is lillcd up, and covered with figures of rich 
materials and elegant workr.i anfhip. Warburton. 

flourijh is ornament in general. So , in our author's twelfth 
Night i 

»« empty trunk* o'erfiourijh' d by the devil.'' 

Dr. Warbuuou's illuflr.uion of the metaphor fcems to he in- 
accurate; The pillage ftom another of Shakfpcaie » plays, quoted 
by Mr. Steevens, fug£efls to us tlie tiuc one. 

The term — -Jiouiuh, alludes to the flowers impreffed on the wafte 
printed paper and old books , with which uuuks arc commonly 
lined. Henley. 

When it is proved that the practice alluded to, was as ancient as 
the time of Shakfpearc,' Mr. Henley's explanation may be admitted. 

> Steevfns. 

■ ■ for yet our tiihe's to Jow. ] As before, the blundering 
editois have made a prince of the pri'Jlly Augelo, fo here thev have 
maJe a friefi of the pnnce. We Ihould read tilth, i. c. our ullage 
is yet to make. The grain from which \vc expect oat harvefl, is 
not yet put into the giound. "VVArblrton. 

The reader is here attacked with a petty fophifm. We fhouid 
Tead tilth., i. e. our tillage is to make. But in the text it is to Jow} 
and who has ever faid that his tillage was to fiv ? I believe tjthe 
is right, and that the exprcfTion is proverbial, in which tjlht it 
taken, by an eafy metonymy, for karveji. Johnson. 

Dr. Watbtirton did not do jufiice 10 his own conjecture; and ne> 
•wonder, thereloie, that Dr. Johnfon hat not. Tilth h provincially 
ufed for lard tiff J, prep ired for {Wing. Shakfpeare. however, ha» 
applied it before in its ufual acceptation. Farmk.r. 

Dr. Waibur'.on's conjecture niay be fupported by many infianrei 
in Markhau's /,•<*;''//' Hijbanu:na?i % i (»3 3 : tl After the beginning 
of March you (hall begin to fov/e your barley upon that ground 
which the year bcfoie did lye fallow , and is common! v called 
your tilth 01 fallow held. " In p. 74 of this book, a corruption, 
like our author';, occurs. " As before, 1 faid be^innc to tallow 
your U'.he field :" which is undoubtedly mifpnntcd for tilth held. 

1 OLJ.LT. 
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SCENE II. 
A Room in the Prifon. 

Enter Provoft and Clown. 

Prov. Come hither, firrah : Can you cut off a 
man's head? 

Clo. If the man be a bachelor, fir, I can: but 
if he be a married man, he is his wife's head, and 
1 can never cut off a woman's head. 

Prov. Come, fir, leave me your fnatches, and yield 
me a direcl anfwer. To -morrow morning are to 
die Claudio and Barnardine : Here is in our prifon 
a common executioner , who in his office lacks a 
helper: if you will take it on you to aflift him, it 
fhail redeem you from your gyves; if not, you fliall 
have your full time of imprilonment , and your 
deliverance with an unpitied whipping; * for you 
have been a notorius bawd. * 

Clo. Sir, I have been an unlawful bawd, time 
out of mind ; but yet I will be content to be a law- 
ful hangman. I would be glad to receive fome in- 
ftruclion from my fellow partner. 

Tilth is ufed for crop, or karvejl, by Gower, De Cottfejfienc Amantis, 
Lib. V. fol. 9 3. b: 

11 To fowc cockill with the come, 
" So that the tilth is nigh forlorne, 
" Which Chrift Jew ftrfl.his owne honde. " 
Shaltfpeare ufes the word tilth in a former fecne of this play a 
and, (as Dr. I jrmer has obferved, ) in its common acceptation: 
,l •■ her plenteous womb 
m LxprcfTeth its full tilth and hufbandry. " 
Again, in Tht Tcmptji : 

" bound of land, tilth, vineyard, none." 

but my quotation from Gower fhows that, to Jow tilth, was a phrafe 
once in ufc. Sieevins. 

This conjeAure appears to me extremely probable. Malone. 
* — an unpitied whipping;] i. e. an unmerciful one. Srssvim. 
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Prov. What ho, Abhorfon ! Where's Abhorfon, 

there ? 

1 

Enter Abhorson. 
Abhor. Do you call , fir? 

Prov. Sirrah, here's a fellow will help you to- 
morrow in your execution : If you think it meet, 
compound with him by the year, and let him abide 
here with you ; if not, ufc him for the prefent, and 
. difmifs him: He cannot plead his eflimation with 
you ; he hath been a bawd. 

Abhor. A bawd, fir? Fie upon him , he will dif- 
crcdit our my ft cry. 

Pro v. Go to, fir ; you weigh equally ; a feather 
will turn the fcalc. [Exit, 

Clo. Pray, fir, by your good favour, (for, furcly, 
fir, a good favour 1 you have, but that you have a 
hanging look,) do you call, fir, your occupation a 
<N myriery? 

Abhor. Ay, fir; amyflery. 

Clo. Painting, fir, I have heard fay, is a my fiery ; 
and your whores, fir, being members of my occupa- 
tion, udng painting, do prove my occupation a 
myflery : but what myftcry there fhould be in hang* 
ing, if I lhould be hang'd, I cannot imagine. 4 

J a good favour—] Favour is countenance. So, in Antony 

and Cleopatra : 

»« why fo tart a favour , 

*' To publifh fuch good tidings." Steevens. 

* what myjlery , fcc] Though I have adopted an emenda- 

tion independent of the following note , the omiihon of it would 
have been unwarrantable. StcbvENS. 

what myjlery Ihtrt fiould h in hanging, if IJhould bt hang d t 

J cannot imagine. 

Abhor. Sir , it it a mijltry* 
Clo. Prtvf. 

L 3 



i5o MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 



Abhor. Sir, it is amyflcry. 
Clo. Proof. 

Abhor. fcW?r true nan's apparel fits y$ur thief : • , 
Clo. JJ it be too little for your thief, your trve man thinks il b'i£ 
trough; if it le too big for your thief, yovr thief thinks it tittle 
enough: Jo every trve man's apparel fits your thief. \ Thus it flood 
in all the editions till Mr. Theobald's, and was mcrhiuks, not 
very uithctili 10 he underftood. The plain and humoious fcnfc'of 
the Ipecrh is this. Every true man's apparel, which the thief rohs 
him of, ins the thief. Why.'' rtccaute, if it be too little for the 
thief, the t.uc man thinks it big enough : i. c. a purchafe too good 
ior him. So that this fits the thief in the opinion of the line man. 
But if it be loo big for the thief , yet the thief thinks it tittle 
enougn : i. c of value Hale enough. So that this lits the thief 
in his own opinion. Where we lee, that the plcafantry of due 
joke conllttj in the equivocal felifc of Ug encugh. and Uftle ei.ough. 
Vet Mr. lhcohidd fays, lie can fee no fenfe in all this, and 'there- 
fore alters the whole thus : — 

Abhor. f.vtt) trve nan's apparel fits your thiff. 

Clown. If it be Ico little for year true mar, yrvr thirf thinks it 
lig tnOhgk: if it le ho big fir ycur true man, your tkitj thinks it 
little enough. 

And for his alteration gives this extraordinary reafon. — I on Jatif* 
f.td tk: fi-ct intended o regular fvllogifm; c-.d F fvbtnit it to judge, 
vient , wkflhtr m ttgulaticn has Ml r:Jlored that uit and humour 
xuhich uas quite loft in the depravation. — But the place is corrupt, 
though Mi. J hcobald could not lmd it out. Let US conhder it 
a little. The Han-man calls his trade a myftery : ihc Ciown can- 
not, conceive it. Ihc Hangman undertake, to prove it in thefe 
words, Every tine man" a -*ippt>/l, Skc. but this proves the ikitfi 
traJe a myftcry , not the hangvn.'s. Hence it appears, that the 
fpeech, in which the Hangman proved his trade a myftcry, ii loft. 
The very words it is impoffiblc to retrieve, but one may eafily 
underftand what medium he employed in proving it: without 
doubt, the very lame the Clown employed to prove the thief's 
trade a myflery ; namely, that all Jorts of clothes fitted the hang- 
man. The Clown, on hearing this argument, replied, J fuppofc, 
to this eRcrt: Why, ly the fame kind of reafonir.g. I car. prove the 
ihtrf s trade tco to b' a myjleiy. The other afks how , and the 
Clown goes on as above, Every trve nans apparel ft s your thief; 
if it be too little, &c. The jocular couctufion from, the whole, 
being an intinuation that t.'.ief and hergman were rogues alike. 
This conjecture pves a fpirlt and integrity to the dialogue, which, 
in its prefent mangled condition, is altogether wanting; and 
fbews why (he nrgurucru of erety trut nans epfartl, Ice. was in all 
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Abhor. Every true roan's apparel fits your thief: 1 

editions given to the Clown, to whom indeed it belongs; and likewife 
that ibe prtfeut re..>iing of that argument is the true. \V ARBlJU ON. 

If t)r. WarburtOO had attended to the argument by which the 
Bawd proves bis own pmfefiion to be a rnyftcry, he would not have 
been driven to take refuse hi the groundlefs fuppohtion, 11 that 
part of the dialogue had been loft or chopped. " 

The argument of t!ie Hangman ii exactly ftmilar to that of the 
Bawd. As the latter pott in liis claim to the whores, as members 
of his occupation, and, in virtue of their painting, would enroll 
his own fraternity in the myflcry of painters ; fo the former equally 
lay«, claim to the thieves, as members of his occupation, and, in 
their right, eudcavour* to unit his brethren , the hangmen, under 
the myhery of fit.crs of appaicl, or uulors. The reading of the 
eld cduions is therefore -undoubtedly light ; extcpt that the luft 
fpeech, which males part of the Hangman's argument, is, by 
mida'c a% tbe reader's own fagucity will readily percei\ c. tdven to the 
Clown or Rawd. I f .ppofc, thcVcfoie the poet gave ui. the whole thus : 

Abhor. .Sir, it is a nyjlery. 

Clown. Proof. 

Abhor, fvery true man's apparel fts your thief: if it be too little 
jor yovr thief, your true man thinks it iig enough: if it le too big for 
your thief , your thief thinks it liltlt er.ovgh; fj ex rij^ tiue mans 
atfaret fit jour. Miff* 

I mull do Or. Warburton the juflice to acknowledge, that he hath 
rightly apprehended , and explained the force ol the Hangman'* 
aigomcnt. Heath. 

There can be no douot but the word Clown, prefixed to the laft 
fenience , If it be too little, %:c. Ihould be ftruck out. It makes 
part of Abhorfon's argument, who hat undertaken to prove that 
hanging was a myftery, and convinces the Clown of it by tlnv 
very fpeech. M. Mason. 

I Every true man's apparel fits your thief:] So, in Promos and 
Cajfandra, i !» 78 , the Hangman fays: 

11 Here is nyne and twenty futes of apparell for my fhare. " 
true man, in the language of ancieut times, is always placed it\ 
oppoOtion to thief. 

So, in Churchyard's Warning to Wanderers abrcede, i5o,3 : 
" The priuy thief e that flealcs away our wealth, 
11 Is fore afraid a true man's Ueps to fee. Siflvens. 

Mr. Steevens feems to be miflaken in his aflertion that true man 
in ancient times was always pLced in oppofuiou to thief. At Icafi 
in the book of Gcnefis , there ii one inftance to the contrary fc 
cb. xlii. v. 11: — " We arc all one nun' I fons : we arc all true meng 
thy fcrvants are no ffies. n HtMEY, 

t 4 
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If it be too little for your thief, your true man thinks 
it big enough ; if it be too big for your thief, your 
thief thinks it little enough : fo every true man's 
apparel fits your thief. 

Re- enter Provoft. 
Puov. Are you agreed? 

Clo. Sir, I will lerve him; for I do find, your 
hangman is a more penitent trade than your bawd; 
he doth oftner afk forgivenefs. 4 

Prov. You, firrah , provide your block and your 
axe, to-morrow four o'clock. 

Abhor. Come on , bawd ; I will inftrticl thee in 
my trade ; follow. 

Clo. I clo defire to learn , fir ; and , I hope, if you 
have occafion to ufe me for your own turn, you lhail 
find me yare : 7 for , truly fir, for your kindnefs , I 
owe you a good turn. 8 

Prov. Call h^her Rarnardine and Claudio : 

f Exeunt Clown and Abhorson. 
One has my pity ; not a jot the other , 
Being a murderer, though he were my brother. 

Enter Claudio. 

Look , here's the warrant , Claudio, for thy death : 

* •a/i forgivenefs] So , in As you like it: 
*' The common executioner, 

44 Whofe heart the accuftotn'd fight of death makes hard , 
14 Falls not;the axe upon the humbled neck , 
44 But firll Itgs pardon. " SlEEVENS. 

7 yare:] i. e. handy, nimble in the execution of ray office. 

So, in Twelfth Aigkt : 41 — — difmount thy tuck, be yare in thy 
preparation. " Again, in Antony and Cleopatra : 

44 His fhips arc yare, yours heavy. STEEVEN&. 

• . a good turn. ] i. c. a turn off the ladder. He quibbles oa 
the phrafc according to its common acceptation. Farmer. 
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*Tis now dead midnight , and by eight to morrow 
Thou mufl be made immortal. Where's Bamardine? 
Claud. As faft lock'd up in flccp % as guihlefs la- 
bour 

When it lies flarkly * in the traveller's. bones : 
He will not wake. 

Prov. Who can do good on him? 

Well, go, prepare yourfelf. But hark , what noife? 

[ Knocking within. 
Heaven give your fpirits comfort! [Exit Claudio.] 

by and by : — 
I hope it is fome pardon , or reprieve , 
For the mod gentle Claudio. — Welcome, father. 

Enter Duke. 

Duke. The befl and wholefomefl fpirits of the 
night 

Envelop you, goodProvoft! Who calTd here of late? 
Prov. None, fince the curfew rung. 
Duke. Not Ifabel? 

Prov. No. 

Duke. They will then^ere't be long. 

Prov. What comfort is for Claudio? 
Duke. There's fome in hope. 

Prov. It is a bitter deputy. 

9 Jlarlly—) Stiffly. Thcfc two lines afford a rpry pleafing 

image. Johnson. 

So , in The Legend of Lord Hajings , 1 57 5 : 

" Leaft Jark$ with reft they finew'd waxe and hoare." 

Stuvens." 

* They will then,] Perhaps— will then. Sir J. Hawkins. 

The Duke cxpea$ IJabtlla and Mariana. A little afterward he 
(ays : 

41 Now aie tkej come. " Rjtson. 
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DuilE. Not fo , not fo ; his life is parallcTd 
Even with the flroke J 2nd line of his great juflice ; 
Me doth with holv abftinencc fubdue 
That in himfclf, which he fpurs on his power 
To qualify in others : were he meal d 5 
With that which he corrects, then were he tyran- 
nous ; 

But this being fo, 6 he's juft Now are they come — 

[Knocking within. — Provott gecs cut. 
This is a gen tic provoft : Seldom , when 
The Reeled gaoler is the friend of men. — 
How now ? What noifc? That fpiiit's polfefs'd with 
haHe , 

Thatwounds the unfifling poflcrn with thefe ftrokes. 7 

3 Ever, with the flroke — ] Stroke is here put for the f.roke of a pen 
or a line. JOHNSON. 

4 To qualify — ] To temper, to moderate , as we fay wine is 
avalified with water. Johnson. 

Thus before in this play : 

11 So to enforce , or qualify the laws. " 
Again , in Otkrllo : 

44 I have drank but one cup to-night, and that was craftily 
jualified too. " Steevens. 

' were he meat'd — ] Were he fprinklcd ; were he defiled. 

A figure of the fame kind our author ufes in Macbeth: 
44 The Hood - bolter' A Banquo. " Johnson. 

More appofitely, in the Philofofhers Satires, by Robert Anton: 
44 As if their perriwigs to death they gave , 
44 To meale them in fomc gaflly dead man's grave. " 

Si I EVENS. 

Mealtd is mingled, compounded; from the French mejler. 

Blackstone. 

* $ut this being /<»,] The tenor of the argument feems to re- 
quire—But this not being fo , . Perhaps, however, the author 

meant only to fay—But, his life being paralleled , kc. he s juft. 

Malone. 

7 That fpirit's pojfeff'd with dajr % 



That wounds the un&fting poflcrn with thefe Jiroies.] The line is 
irregular, aud the old reading , uzrefjiing pojern , fo firange an et- 
prtiiion, that want of mcafure , and wan; of fenfe, might juilly raife 
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Provoft returns , fptckin? to one at the door. 
Prov. There he muflftav, until the oCTicer 

4 

Arifc to let him in ; he is calTd up. 

Duke. Have you no countermand for Claudia yet, 
But he mud die to-morrow? 

PftOV. None , fir, none. 

Duke. As near the dawning, Provoft , as it is , 
You (hall hear more ere morning. 

Prov. Happily, 
You- fomcthing know; yet, I believe, there comet 
No countermand; no fuch example have wc: 
Befidcs, upon the very liege ofjufticc, 1 
Lord Angelo hath to the publick ear 
Profefs'd the contrary. 

fufpicion of an error; yet none of the latter edilors feem to havfc 
fuppofed the place faulty, except Sir Thomas Haumcr , who reads : 

■ the unrefting pojletn — 
The three folios have it, 

—————— unfitting pejlern — 

out of which Mr. Rowe made vxrrfijling , and the reft followed 
him. Sir Thomas Haamcr feems to have fuppofed ur.refijlirg the 
word in the copies , from which he plaufibly enough exirafled. 
nnrejiing; but he erounded his emendation on the very fyilable that 
wauis authority. "What can be made of unfijling 1 know not ; tbe bed 
that occurs to me is unjteling. Johnson. 

Unjijing may Cgnify »• never at red," always opening. 

Rlackstoni. 

I fhould think we might fafcly read : 

unlift'ning pojiern , er unihifiing pojlrrv. 

The meafure requires it, and the fenfc icniains uninjured. 

Mr. M. Mnfon would read u*Ufling % which means ur.rigcrtHng. 
I have, however, iuferted Sir WiUtam Bla<.kilone s emendation in 
the text. Steivcns. * 

8 g C t C of jujicty] i. e. /cat of julllce. Siigt , French. 

So , in Olhtllo : 

11 I fetch nv birth 

" From mm of toyxXfitgt." Srisvisc. 
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Enter a Mcfiengcr. 

I 

i 

Duke. This is his lordfliip's man. 8 

Prov. And here comes Claudio's pardon. ' 

Mess. My lord hath fent you this note ; and by 
me tins further charge, that you fwerve not from 
the fmnlleil article of it, neither in time, matter, 
or other cirtumflancc. Good morrow ; for , as I 
take it, it is a! mod day. 

Prov. I (hall obey him. [Exit MerTenger. 

DUKE. This is his pardon ; purchas'd by fuch fin, 

[A fide. 

For which the pardoner himfclf is in : 
Hence hath odencc his quick celerity , 
When it is borne in high authority : 

8 This is his lerdsh\p% man.] The old copy lias — his lord's man. 

Corrected by Mr. Pope. In the MS. plays oi our author's time they 
often wrote Lo. for Lord, and Lord, for Lordfhip ; and thefc con- 
tractions were fomciimcs improperly followed in the printed copies. 

M ALONE. 

9 Enter MefTcncer. 

Duke. Thi\ is his hrJjl:ip's man. 

Prov. And here (ernes Claudio's pardox.] The Trovoft ha» juft 
declared a fixed o\ inion that the execution will net be counter- 
manded , and yet , upon the lirfl appearance of the McfTenger, he 
immediately suedes that .hi* errand is to bring Claudio's pardon, 
It is evident, I think, that the names oi the fpeakcrs are mifplaced. 
If we fuppofe the Provoft to lay: 

This is his lordjhip's man, 
jt is very natural for the Duke to fubjoin,' 

And htTt ccmes Claudio's pardon. 
The Duke might believe, upon very rrnfonable grounds , that An- 
gelo had now fent the pardon. It appears that he did fo , frorm 
w.:at he fav* to himfclf, while the Provoll is reading the letter: 

This is k'u pardon; purchas'd by fuch firf. TtRWHITT. 

When immediately after the Duke had hinted his expedation of 
a pardon, the Provoft fees the Meflenger, he fuppofes tlie Duke to 
have lr.?wn fomething, and ihangcs his mi»d. Lubcr reading may 
ferve equally well. Johnson. 
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When vice makes mercy , mercy's fo extended, 
That for the fault's love, is the offender friended. — 
Now , fir , what news ? 

Prov. I told you: Lord Angelo , be-like, think- 
ing me remifs in mine office, awakens mc with this 
unwonted putting on : a mcthinks , flrangcly ; for he 
hath not ufed it before. 

Duke. Pray you , let's hear. 

Prov. [Reads.] W ha tfo ever you may hear to the 
contrary, let Claudio be executed by four of the clock; 
and, in the afternoon, Barnardinc : for my better fatif 
faflion , let me have Claudio's head fait me by five. Lei 
this be duly perform d ; with a thought, that more de- 
pends on it than we mufl yet deliver. Thus fail not to 
do your office , as you will anfwer it at your peril. 
What fay you to this, fir? 

Duke. What is that Barnardine.who is to be exe- 
cuted in the afternoon 3 

Prov. A Bohemian born ; but here nrnfed up and 
bred : one that is a priforler nine years old. 3 

Duke. How came it, that the abfent duke had not 
either delivered him to his liberty, or executed him? 
I have heard, it was ever his manner to do fo. 

Prov. His friends flill wroughtrcprievesfor him : 
And , indeed , his fa£l, till now- in the government of 
lord Angelo, came not to an undoubtful proof. 

Duke. Is it now apparent? 

Prov. Moll manifdt, and not denied by himfelf. 

» putting in:] i. e. fpur , incitement. So, in Macbeth, 

Ad IV. fc-iii : 

»» — : the powers above 

»« Put on their initruments. " Siepvens. 

5 one that is a ftijontf ytars eld. ] i. e. That has been 

confined ihcfe niuc yeais. So, in llamltt: 11 Ere we were iwu 
days old at fea, a pirate of very warlike preparation, *' kc. Malovk. 



ijS mlasure for measure. 

Dr;*E. Hath lie borne him Tclf penitently in pri- 
fon ? How fceuis he to be totich'd? 

Prov. A man that apprehends death no more 
dreadfully, but as a drunken llccp; caiclcls, reck- 
lefs, and leaflets of what's paft, prefent, or to come; 
infcnlible of mortality, and dclpciatciy mortal. 1 

Duke. He wants advice. 

Prov. He will hear none: he hath evermore had 
the liberty of tile piifon ; give him leave to efcape 
hence , he would not : drunk many times a day , if 
not many days entirely diunk. We have very often 
awaked him , as if to carry him to execution , and 
Ihow'd him a fecming warrant for it: it hath not 
moved him at ail. 

Duke. More of him anon. There is written in 
yonr brow, Provoft, honclly and conflancy : if I 
read it not truly, my ancient (kill beguiles. me ; but 
in the boldncfs of my cunning, 5 I will lay myfelf in 
hazard. Claudio , whom here you have a warrant 
to execute, is no greater forfeit to the law than An- 
gclo who hath fentenced him : To make you under- 

» Atjpcraltly mortal.] This expreffion is obfeure. Sir 

Thomas Hanmcr reads , mortally ttrjprratt. Mortally is in low 
converfation ufed in this fenfe , but I kuow not whether it was e\er 
written. 1 am inclined to believe , that <\tjptr»ttly mortal means 
dtjf/rately mi/chievous. Or d'fpfatrh mortal may mean a man likely 
to die in a dfjptratt Jlale, without rellc&ion ot repentai.ee. Johnson. 

The word is oflcn ufed bv Sh;ikfpcarc in the feufe htflaihxed to it 
by Dr. Joimfoii . which I believe to be the true one. So, in Otktllo: 

ik And you, ve mortnl engines* ' &c. Malone. 
As our author, in Tit Temprfl , feems to have wr ttrn 41 hatmonioui 
charmiuj-lv ," inftead of - k haimonioully charming , * he mav , iu ( h« 
piefeni inftancr , have «ivcn us tlclperairlv mortal. ".lor k » mn r - 
tallv defperate : " i. e. (lcl,)eraie in the extreme. In low provincial 
language , - mo-tal fick , mortal bad , — mortal poor , is phr-fcology 
oi Irequent occurrence. STlBVINS. 

I i» ikf boldn:fs oj try cunning,] i. •. iu tonjUtnei of roj 
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fcar.il this in a manifciled effect., I crave but four 
clavs refpito ; Tor the which you arc to do me both 
a prefentand a dangerous couitely. 

Prov. Vray , fir , in what? 

Dg;e. In the delaying death. 

Prov. Alack! how may I do it? having the hour 
limited ; and an exprefs command, under penalty, to 
deliver his head in the view of Angelo ? I may make 
my cafe as CI audio's , to crofs this in the finallcft. 

Duke. By the vow of mine order, t warrant you, 
if my inllructions may be your guide. Let this 
Barnardinc, be this morning executed, and his head 
borne to Angelo. 

Prov. Angelo hath feen them both , and will dif- 
covcr the favour. 4 

Duke. O , death's a great difguifcr : and you may 
add to it. Shave the head, and tic the beard ; T and 
fay, it was the defire of the penitent to be fo bared* 

* the favour.] Sec note 3. p. 149. Steevens. 

• and tie the beard ; ] The Revifal recommends Mr. Simpfon's 

emendation, die the beard, but the prefent reading m:»v Hand. 
Perhaps ii was uf'ial to tie up the beard before decollation. Sir 
T. More is faid 10 have been ludicroufly careful about thii 
ornament of his face. It fhould , however , be remembered, that It 
was alfo the cuftom to die beards. 

So , in the obi comedy of Rum-Alley , 1611 : 

" What colour' d beard comes next by the window? 
»« A black man s , I think. 
" I think , a red ; for that ii taoft in fafhion. " 
Again, in The Silent Woman : 14 i have fated my divine and canoniit, 
ayrd their beards and all. " 

Again, in The Alchemijl: 11 he had dyd his beard, and all." 

Stievens. 

A beard tied would give a very new air to that fare, which had never 
been feen but with the beard loolc, long , and fqualid. Johnson. 

i fo be Jo bared — j Thcfe words relate to what has juft 

preceded —/have He head. The modern editions following the 
fourth folio, read — to be fo barb'd; but the \ old copy is certainly 
tight. So, in Ail's wtU that tnis %-tll: " I would the cutting of 
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before his death : You know, the courfe is common. ' 
If any thing fall to you upon this , more than thanks 
and good fortune, by the faint whom I profefsv I 
will plead againfl it with my life. 

Prov. Pardon me , good father ; it is againfl my 
oath. 

Duke. Were you fworn to the duke, or to the 
deputy? 

Prov. To him , and to his fubflitutes. 

Duke You will think you have made no offence, 
if the duke avouch the juflice of your dealing? 

Prov. But what likelihood is in that ? 

Duke. Not a refemblancc, but a certainty. Yet 
fmce I fee you fearful, that neither my coat, inte- 
grity, nor my perfuafion , can with eafe attempt 
voir, I will go further than I meant, to pluck all 
fears out of you. Look you, fir, here is the hand 
and feal of the duke. You know the character, I 
doubt not ; and the fignet is notflrange to you. 

Prov. I know them both. 

Duke. The contents of this is the return of the 
duke ; you (ball anon over-read it at your pleafure ; 
where you flia.ll find , within thefe two days he will 
be here. This is a tiling, that Angelo knows not : 
for he this very day receives letters of flrangc te- 

• 

ray garments would ferve the turn, or the taring of my beard ; and 
to fay it was in ftratagem. " Malone. 

6 jou know , the courfe is ctmmon. ] P. Mathieu , in his 

Htrojkt Life and deplorabk Death of Henry the Fourth, of France^ 
fays, that Ravailhc , in the midft of his tortures , lifted up his head 
and (hook a fpark of fire from his beard. " This unprofitable 
care, (he adds) to fave it, being noted, afforded matter to divers to 
praife the ivjlome in Germany, Swijftrland, and divers other places , 
to fhave off, and then to burn all the haire from all parts of the 
bodies of thofe who are convi&cd for any notorious crimes." 
Grimpnt Tr»nJation t 410. 1612. p. 181. Reed. 
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nor ; perchance , of the duke's death ; perchance , 
entering into fonie monaflery ; but , by chance, no- 
thing of what is writ. 7 Look, the unfolding flar 
calls up the fhepherd : s Put not yourfelf into amaze- 
ment, how thefc things fhould be : all difficulties 
are but eafy when they are known. Call your ex- 
ecutioner, and off with Barnardine's head: I will 
give him a prefcnt Ihrift, and advife him for a bet- 
ter place. Yet you are amazed; but this fhall abso- 
lutely refolve you. Come away; it is almoft clear 
dawn. [ Exeunt, 

S C E N E III. 

Another Room in the fume. 

Enter Clown. 

Clo. I am as well acquainted here , as I was in 
our houfe of profeffion: ' one would think , it were 
miflrefs Over-done's own houfe, for here be many 
of her old cuflomers. Ftrft, here's youne; mailer 
Ralh; * he's in for a commodity of brown paper 

7 nothing of what is writ. ] Wc fhould read — here u/n7— «• 
the Duke pointing to the letter in his hand. Warburtok. 

8 the unfolding far calls up tkt flupherd : ] 

»« The flar, that bids the fhepherd fold, 

. 44 Now the top of heaven doth hold. '* Milton's Comvs. 

• , SlEEVENS. 

" So doth the evening flar prefcnt itfelf 

41 Unto the careful fhepherd's gladfome eyes, 

44 By which unto the fold he leads his flock.." 

Marflons Infatiate Countejs , 1 6 1 3- MALONR, 

9 r i>i cur houfe of profefiioti : ] i. e. in ray late myflrefs'* 

houfe, which was a profrjfed , a notorious bawdy-houfe. MAlone. 

a firft, hire's young majler Rajk , Sec] This enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the prifon aiioids a very fir iking view of the practices 
predominant in Shukfpearc's age« Bodies thofc whofe follies are 
common to all times , wc have four h-htint» men aud a ir.ivv.llcr. 

Vol. VI. M 
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an J old ginger,? nincfcorc and fevcnteen pounds ; 
of which he made five marks, ready money: marry, 

It is not unlikely that the original* of the pictures were thea 
known. Johnson. , 

Rajh was the name of feme kind of ftuir. So, in An Aprill 
Shvwrr , Jhed in abundance cf team, for the death and iscomparablt 
Ivje , C-f. of Richard Sacvile , &c. Eatl of Dor/el , ire. 1624 : 
14 For with the plainefl plaine yce faw him goc, 
» 4 In ciuill blacke of Rajh , of Serge , or fo ; 
» 'I lie liuerie of wife ftaycdnelle " . S teevens. 

If this term alludes to the dull fo called, (which was probably 
one of the commodities fraudulently illucd out by money-lenders] 
there is ucverthelefs a pun intended. So, in an old MS. poem, 
entitled, Tkt Dejcnpiion of Wom'n: 
44 Their head is made of Rajh , 
44 Their tongues arc made of Say." Dot'CF.. 

All the names here mentioned are charafleriflical. Rajh was a 
(Kit 1 , formerly ufed. So, in A Jiffly es true as Steele, to a rujly^ 
railing, ridiculous, hirg Libeil , which uat lately written by on im- 
fudeut vq/odei'd Ironmonger , and called by the name of an Anfwer to 
a (oolilli pamphlet eiuitled A Swarme of SeBaries and Sihi/matifuts. 
By Join. Taylour , 104 t : 

44 And with mockado fuit , and judgement rajh , 

44 Aud tongue of /aye, thou'lt lay all is but trafh." 

Sericum lafum. See Minfhcu * Diet, in v. Rajh , aud Florio'* 
Italian Did. i5y,S , in v. ra/cia, ra/cetta. Malone. 

J a commodity of hewn paper and old giu£ff, ] Thus the old 

ropy. The modem edi'orsrrad, brown pepper ; but the following 
pallagc in Michaelmas Tern , Com. 1607, will completely eflablilh 
the original reading: 

44 I know foiue gentlemen in town have been glad , and arc glad at 
this lime, 10 take up commodities in hawk s-hoods and brown-paper.* 
A^.tin, in A Aew Trick to cheat the Devil, xo3u : 

44 io have been fo bit already 

44 Willi taking up commodities ft hewn f ater , 
4t Rutions pall fa'.Lion , hits, and fattius, 
t4 Babies and children's li.ldlcs, with like trafh 
44 look up at a dear rair , tmd fold for tritles." 
Again, in Greene , Qvip for ar, Vpjmri Courtier, 1620: 

4 ' F01 ihe mci chant, he delivered the iron, tin, lead, hops, 
fugan, fjiiccs, ovls, brown faptr , or whatevci clfc , from fix month* 
to fix mouths. \V!iich when the poor gentleman cjrne to fell again, 
he could not make three (core and ten in the hundred bclides the 
nfury. ' Again, in Greene "s De/enct »J Or.ey * catchin* , jjoa: 
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then, ginger was not much in rcqucft, for the old 
women were all dead. 4 Then is there here one mailer 
Caper, at the fuit of mafter Three-pile the mercer, 
for fome four ftiits of peach-colour' d fatin , vvhicli 
now peaches him a beggar. Then have we here 

» 

" To that if he borrow an hundred pound, he fhall have forty 

in lilvcr, and threefcore in wares ; as luteftrings , hobby-horfes , or 
brown paptr , or cloalh , " &c. 

Again , in' The Spantjh Curate of Beaumont and Fletcher; 

44 Commodities of pins, brown papers, packthread." 
Again , in Gafcoigne's Steele Glaje : 

44 To teach young men the trade to fell irownt paptr. " 
Again , in Hall's Satires, Lib. IV : 

" But Nummius eas'd the needy gallant's care, 
44 With a bafe bargaine of his blovven waie , 
** Of fufled hoppes now loft for lacke of fayle , 
*< Ormol'd brewne-paptr that could nought auaile." 
Again, in Decker s Seven deadly Sinnes of London, 410. bl. I. ifioC: 

« and ihcfe are ufurcrs who , for a little money, and a great 

deale of trafh , (as fire-fhoucls , browne~paf er , motley doacke-bags , 
&c. ) bring yong nouiccs into a foolc's paradicc , till they have 
fealed the mortgage of their laudes,' &c. STtEvaNS. 

A commodity of brown paper — ] Mr. Stecvcns fupports this rightly. 
Fcnnor alks , in his Comptor's Commonwealth , 41 fuppoTc the ccn- 
moditits are delivered after Signior Vnthrift and mafter Bronktr 
have both fealed the bonds, how muft thofc hobby-horfes , reavt 
of brown paper, J ewes trumpes and babies, babies and rattles , be 
ioldci'" Farmer. 

In a MS. letter from Sir John Hollis to Lord Burlci^'i, is the 
following pallagc ; 44 Your Lordlhip digged into my aunteftor* 
graves , and pulling one up from his 70 yeares teftc , pronounced 
him an abominable ufiuer and merclante of browne paper, to 
hatefull and contemptible that the playeis atfed hiin before the 
kinge with great applaufe. " And agaiu : 11 Nevertheles 1 denyc 
that any of them were merchantn o\ f browne paper , neither doe I 
thinke fern other but ynur Lordlhip s imagination ever fawc 01 
hcarde any of them phytic upon a ilagc ; «nd that they were fuch 
ufurcrs I fuppole your Lordlhip will want tellimouyc. " 

Dot cr. 

4 ginger was not much in Ttqutji , for the old women were all 

dtad. ] So, in The Merchant of Venice . 14 I would, (he wee 

9t lyin^ a gojjip in that, as ever knapi ginger, " St KEVINS. 

M 2 
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young Dizy, 5 and young mafler Deep-vow, andmaflcr 
Copper ipur , and matter Starvc-lacky the rapier 
and dagger-man, and young Drop-heir that kilTd 
lulty Pudding, and mafler Forthright 4 the tilter, 
and brave mailer Shoc-tyc the great traveller, * and 

. > 

3 young Dizy,] The old copy has — Dizey. This name, 

like ihe left, mul) have been dehgned to convey fomc meaning. It 
might have been corrupted from Diuy , i. e. giddy, thouglulcfs. 
Thus Milton ftyles the people " — the diii) multitude." 

/ Steevens. 

* ■ mujler Forthright — 1 The old copy reads — Forth/ight. 
Dr. Johufon, however, propofo to read Forthright , alludiug to the 
line in which the thru ft is made. Mr. Ritfon defends the prefent 
reading, by fuppofmg the alluhon to be to the fencers thicat of 
making the lit;ht Ihine through his antagonift. Reed. 

Had he produced any proof that fuch an expreffron was in ufe in 
our author's time, his obfeivatiou might have had fomc weight. It 
ii probably a phrafe of the prefent century. Malone. 

Shakfpcare ufes the word forthright in The Tempejl: 
» 41 Through forthrights and meanders. " 
Again , in Troilus and Crrjfida, A£i. III. fc. iii : 

«« Or hedge aGde from the direfl forthright.'' Steeviks. 

J and brave majler Shoe-tye the great traveller , ] The old 

copy reads — Shoot) ; but as moll of thefc arc compound names, I 
fufpeft that this was originally written as I have printed it. At 
this time Shoe.Jlrings were generally worn. So , in Decker's Match 
me in London , i f>3 t : 

«« I think your wedding Jkoes have not been oft untied. " 
Again , in Randolphs Mufes' Looking Glafs , i638: 

44 Bending his fupple haras, killing his hands, 
11 Honouringyfof-jfrtflji." 
Again, in Marfton's Sth Satire : 

44 Sweet -fared Corinna , daine the riband tit 
. 44 Of thy (orkc-Ji ooe , or els thy Have will die. " 
As the perfon defcribed was a traveller, it is not unlikely that he 
might be felicitous about the minutix of drefs ; and the epithet 
fanr*, i. c. Jhou) , feetns to countenance the fuppofttion. Steevens. 

Mr. Stcevens's fuppofittou is itreugtheucd by Wen Jonfon's Epi- 
gram upon Er.glifh Mon/ieur^ Wballey's edit. Vol. VI. p. 253: 
44 That Co much fcarf of France , and hat and feather, 
44 And Jhot , and tye , and garter, fliould come hither. " 

TOLJ-ET. 
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wild Half-can that ftabrAl Pots, and , I think forty 
more; all great doers in our trade, 6 and are now 
for the Lord's fake. 7 

» * 

The finery which induced our author to give his traveller the 
name of Shoe-tjc, was'ufed on the flage in his time. 11 Would not 
this fir , ( fays Hamlet ) and a forcft of feathers , — with two Provin- 
cial tpfet on my raz'd fhoes , get me a fellowfhip in a cry of players, 
fir?" Malone. 

The rnfn mentioned in the foregoing inftance , were not the 
ligatures of the (hoe, but the ornaments above them. Steevens. 

*, all great doers in ojr trade. ) The word doers is here ufed 

in a wanton fenfe. Sec Mr. Colhns's note ; Act I. fc. ii. 

Malone.' 

7 for the Lord'' fake. ] i. e. to beg for the reft of their lives. 

Warburton. 

I rather think this expreffion intended to ridicule the Puritans, 
whofe turbulence and indecency often brought them to prifon , and 
who ronfidcred themfelves as fufTering for religion. 

It is not unlikely that men impriloned for oilier crimes , might 
rcprcfeut thcuifclvcs to cafual enquirers, as fullering for pu- 
ritanifm , and that this might be the common cant of the prifons. 
In Donne s time , every prifoncr was brought to jail by fureiifhip. 

Johnson. 

The word la (now expunged in confequence of a following and 
nppofite quotation of Mr. Malone's) had,bccn fupplied by fome of 
the modern editors. The phrafe which Dr. Jobnfon has juflly 

explained , is ufed in A Nttt trick to cheat the Devil , 1 636 : 41 1 

held it , wife , a deed of charity , and did h for the Lord's fake. " 

Steevens. 

1 believe Dr. Warburton's explanation is right. It appears from 
a poem entitled , Paper's Complaint , printed among Davies s 
epigrams, [about the year 1611.J that this was the language in 
which prifoners who were confined for debt , addrcflcd palTcngers : 
" Good gentle writers, Jor the Lord's fake , for l/y Lord's fake, 
41 Like Lugdate ptifoner , lo, I , begging make 
" My monc. " 

The meaning, however, may be , to beg or borrow for the reft of 
their lives. A paflage in Much Ado abcvJ Nothing may countenance 
this interpretation: ** he wears a key in his ear, and a lock hanging 
to it, and borrows money in God's name , the which he hath ufe<l fo 
long, aud never paid, that men grow hard-hearted , and will lend 
nothing for God's fake. '' 

M 3 



i66 MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

Enter Abhorson. 

Abhor. Sirrah, bring Barnardinc hither. 

Clo. Matter Barnardinc! you mull life and be 
hang'd, mailer Barnardinc! 

Abhor. What, ho , Barnardinc ! 

Baknar. [ Within. ] A pox o' your throats ! Who 
makes that noile there? What arc you ? 

Clo. Your friends , fir : the hangman : You mud 
be fo ^ood , fir , to rile and b$ put to death. 

Barnar. [ Within.] Away, you rogue, away; I am 
flecpy. 

Abhor. Tell him, he muft awake, and that quickly 
too. 

Clo. Pray, mailer Barnardinc , awake till you 
are executed , and lleep afterwards. 

Abhor. Go in to him , and fetch him out. 

Clo. He is coming, fir, he is coming; I hear 
his ftraw ruftlc. 

Enter Barnardine. 

Abhor. Is the axe upon the block , firrah? 
Clo. Very ready, fir. 

•Barnar. 1 low now, Abhorfon? whats the news 
with you? 

Abhor. Truly, fir, I would defirc you to clap into 
your prayers ; 7 for, look you , the warrant's come. 

Mr. Lope cads— and are now in for the Lord's fake. Perhaps 
uancceffarily. In A". Heny IV . Y. I. FalftarT Liys,— 11 there's not 
three u( my hundred and fifty left Jive ; and they are for the town's 
end , — io beg duiing life. " ' MAIONK. 

7 to clap into >onr praytri ; } This cant phrafc otcurs alfo 

in Ai you Like it ; »» Shall we tla*t tnls't round!-/ , without hawking 

•rlpiuing?" Suiv«hs. 
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Barnar. You rogue, I have been drinking all 
night, I am not fitted for't.. 

Clo. O, the better, fir; for he that drinks all 
night, and is hang'd betimes in the morning, may 
lleep the founder all the next day. 

Enter Duke. 

■ 

Abhoh. Look you , fir, here comes your gboflly 
father ; Do we j eft now , think you ? 

Duke. Sir, induced by my charity, and hearing 
how haftily you are to depart , I am come to advife 
you , comfort you , and pray with you. 

Barnar. Friar, not I ; 1 have been drinking hard 
all night, and I will have more time to prepare me, 
or they fhall beat out my bVains with billets : I will 
not confent to die this day, that's certain. 

Duke. O, fir, you mull : and therefore , 1 befeech 
you, 

Look forward on the journey you ihall go. 

Barnar. I fwear, I will not die to-day for any 
man's perfuafion. 

Duke. But heard you, 

Barnar. Not a word; if you have any thing to 
fay to me, come to my ward ; for thence will not I 
to-day. [Exit. 

Enter Provofl. 

* 

Duke. Unfit to live , or die : O . gravel heart! — 
After him, fellows;. 8 bring him to the block. 

[Exeunt Abhorson and Clown. 

• Afttr 4i'm, ftllowi;} Here is a line given to the Duke , which 
belong to the Provoft. The Provoft, while the Duke is lamenting 

M 4 
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Prov. Now, fir, how do you find thcprifoncr? 

Duke. A creature unprepar'd, unmeet for death; 
And, to tranlporthim 9 in the mind he is, 
Were damnable. 

Prov. Here in the prifon, father, 

There died this morning of a cruel fever 
One Ragozine, a mod notorious pirate, 
A man of Claudio's years ; his beard, and head , 
Juil of his colour : What if we do omit 
This reprobate, till he were well inclined ; 
And fatisfy the deputy with the vifagc 
Of Ragozine , more like to Claudio ? 

Duke. O, 'tis an accident that heaven provides! 
Difpatch it prefently ; the hour draws on 
PreftVd by Angelo : See , this be done , 
And fent according to command ; whiles I 
Perfuade this rude wretch willingly to die. 

Prov. This fhall be done, good father, prefently. 
But Barnardine mud die this afternoon : 
And how fhall we continue Claudio, 
To favc me from the danger that might come, 
If he were known alive? 

Duke. Let this be done; — Put them in fecret 
holds, 

Both Barnardine and Claudio : Ere twice 
The fun hath made his journal greeting to 

the obduracy of the prifoner, cries out : 

After him , Jtllows , kc. 
and when they are gone oui, turns again to the Duke. Johnson. 

I do not fee why this line fhould be taken from the Duke, and 
flill lefs why it fhould be given to the Provoft , who, by his queftion 
to the Duke in the next line , appears to be ignorant of every thing 
that has pafled between him and Barnardine. Tvrwhitt. 

9 —to tranfport him — ] To remove him fiom one woild to 
uaother. The French !:cf>gs affords a kiudrcd fenfe. Johnson. 
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t 

* 

The under generation, * you fliall find 
Your fafety manifellcd. 

Prov. 1 am your free dependant. 

Duk.e. Quick, difpatch, 

And fend the head to Angclo. [Exit Provolt. 

Now will 1 write letters to Angelo, — 
The provofl, he fliall bear them, — whofe contents 
ihall witnefs to him , I am near at home ; 
And that, by great injunctions, I am bound 
To enter pubiickly : him Til defire 
To meet me at the confccratcd fount, 
A league below the city; and from thence, 

a The under generation , ] So Sir Thomas Haotncr , with trut 
judgement. It was in all the former editions : 

To yonder 

yt under and yonder were confounded., Johnsom. 

The old reading is not yonder but yond. STUVlNS, 

To yond generation, ] Prifons are generally fo conftrufted as not 
to admit the rays of the fun. Hence the Duke here fpeaks of its 
greeting only thofe without the doors of the jail, to which he null be 
fuppofed to point when he fpeaks tbefe words. Sir T. Hanmer , 
I think without neceffity, reads — To the under generation, which 
has been followed by the fubfequent editors. 
Journal , in the preceding line, is daily. Journalier, Fr. 

MALONE. 

Mr. Malone reads : 

To yond generation , you Jliall find 

But furcly it is impoffible that yond fliould be the true reading; 
for unlcfs ge-ne-ra-ti-on were founded as a word of five lyllables , 
(a praflice from which every ear mull revolt, ) the metre would be 
defective. It reminds one too much of Peafcod , in Gay's What 
d'ye call it : 

" The Pilgrim's Progrefs— eighth— e-di-ti on , 

«« Lon-don prin-ted for Ni-clio-las Bod-ding-ton." 

Bv the under generation our poet means the antipodes. So , in King 

Richard Hi 

11 ■■■ when the fcarching eye of heaven is hid 
" Behind the globe , and lights the lower world." 

Stieviks. 
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By cold gradation and weal -balanced form, * 
AVc fliall proceed with Angelo. 

Re-enter Provoft. 

Prov. Here is the head; Til carry it myfelf. 

Duke. Convenient is it: Make a fwift return; 
For I would commune with you of fuch things, 
That want no ear but yours. 

Prov. Til make all fpeed. 

[Exit. 

Isab. [Within.] Peace, ho, be here! 
Duke. The tongue of lfabcl : — She's come to 
know , 

If yet her brother's pardon be come hither : 
But 1 will keep her ignorant of her good. 
To make her heavenly comforts of defpair, 
When it is lead expected. 4 

Enter Isabella. 
Isab. Ho , bv vour leave. 

Duke. Good morning to you, fair and gracious 
daughter. 

Isab. The better, given me by fo holy a man. 
Hath yet the deputy lent my brother's pardon? 
Duke. He hath releas'd him, llabel , from the 
world ; 

His head is off, and fent to Angelo. 

' vra\-b*lancrJ foir. ,] Thui the old copy. Mr. Heath 

thinks that vtll - balanced is the true readiug ; and Hanrner wa» 
»f the fame opinion. Steevens. 

4 When it is liajl txpeQti.} A better reafon might have been 
given. It was neceftary to keep IfabcHa in ignorance , that Qic might 
"ttiih more keenncts accufe the deputy. JOHNSON. 
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Isab. Nay, but it is not fo. 

Duke. It is no other: 

Show your wifdom, daughter, in your cloi'e patience. 

Isab. O , I will to him , and pluck out his eyes. 

Duke. You fliall not be admitted to his fight. 

Isab. Unhappy Claudio \ Wretched lfabel! % 
Injurious world! Mod damned Angelo! 

Duke. This nor hurts him, nor profits you a jot: 
Forbear it therefore ; give your caufe to heaven, 
Mark what I fay ; which you mail find 
By every fyllable, a faithful verity : 
The duke comes home to-morrow; — nay, dryyour 
eyes ; 

One of our convent, and his confeflbr, 
Gives me this inflance : Already he hath carried 
Notice to Efcalus and Angelo ; 
Who do prepare to meet him at the gates , 
There to give up their power. If you can, pace your 
wifdom 

In that good path that I would wifli it go; 

And you lhall have your bofom s on this wretch,. 

Grace of the duke, revenges to your heart, 

And general honour. \ 

Isab. I am directed by you. 

Duke. This letter then to friar Peter give; 
'Tis that he fent me of the duke's return : 
Say, by this token , I defire his company % 
At Mariana's houfe to-night. Her caufe, v and yours, 
I'll perfeel him withal ; and he (hall bring you 
Before the duke; and to-thc head of Angelo 
Accufe him home, and home. For my poor felf, 
I am combined by a facred vow , 1 

f -your bofom — ] Your wifh > your heart's defire. Johnsom. 

6 I am combined by a /acred vow , j I once thought this fhould 
be confined, but Shukfpcaie ufes combine lotto bind by a fail or agreement ; 

£6 he calls A»£cl© Uic (9mKn$ie UuiLaiid of Maiiwu. Joh.nion. 
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And fliall be abfent. Wend you' with this Icttet: 
Command thefe fretting waters from your eyes 
With a light heart ; trufl not my holy order r 
If I pervert your courfe. — Who's here? 

4 

Enter Lucio. 

i 

Lucio. Good even! 

Friar , where is the provoft ? 

Duke. Not within , fir. 

Lucio. O, pretty Ifabella, I am pale at mine 
heart, to fee thine eyes fo red : thou mud be patient : 
lam fain to dine and fup with water and bran ; I 
dare not for my head fill my bclly; one fruitful 
meal would fct me toV. But they fay the duke will 
be here to-morrow. By my troth, Ifabel, I lov'd 
thv brother : if the old fantaflical duke of dark 
corners * had been at home , he had lived. 

[Exit Isabella. 

Duke. Sir, the duke is marvellous little beholden 
to your reports ; but the belt is , he lives not in 
them. 1 

7 Wend yvu — ] To vend is to go. — An obfoleic word. So, iu 
the Comedy of Errors : 

" Hopclefs and hclplef* doth iEgeon wend." 
Again, in Orlando turio/p , iSocp 

" To let his daughter wend with us to France." 

^ ^ Steevens. 

8 if tl' old, Ifc. ) Sir Thomas Hanmer reads — the odd 

jantojlical duke; but old is a common word of aggravation in ludi- 
crous language, as, there was old revelling. Johnson. 

dvke oj dark corners — ] This duke who meets his miftreffefc 

iu by-places. So , in King Henry VI J I : 

*« There is nothing 1 have done yet , o s my copfcicnce , 
»« Dcfcrvcs a corvrr." MAI.ONE. 

* he lives not in them, ] i. c' his character depends not on 

them. So, in Much ado about Nothing.- 

" The practice of it lives in John the baftard. " Steevens. 
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Lucio. Friar, thou knoweft not the duke fo well 
as 1 do : he's a better woodman * than thou takeft 
him for. 

Duke. Well, you'll anfwer this one day. Fare 
ye well. 

Lucio. Nay , tarry ; I'll go along with thee ; I can 
tell thee pretty tales of the duke. 

Duke. You have told me too many of him al- 
ready, fir, if they be true; if not true , none were 
enough. 

Lucio. I was once before him for getting a wench 
with child. 

Duke. Did you fuch a thing? 

Lucio. Yes, marry, did 1 : but was fain to for- 
fwear it; they would elfe have married me to the 
rotten medlar. 

Duke. Sir, your company is fairer than honeft : 
Reft you well. 

Lucio. By my troth , I'll go with thee to the lane's 
end : If bawdy talk offend you , we'll have very little 
of it : Nay, friar , I am a kind of burr , I fliall (lick. 

[ Exeunt. 

* -woodman — ] A woodman feems to have been an attendant 

or fervant to the Officer called Ferejltr. See Manwood on tki 
toTtjl Laws, 4te. iGtS , p. 46. It is here, however, ufed in a, 
wanton fenfe , and was , probably , in our author's time generally 
fo received. In like manner in Tit Chances , Ad I. fc. ix. the- 
Landlady fays : 

" Well, well , fon John , 

11 I fee you are a woodman , and can c^oofe 

« Your deer tho' it be i' th' dark. " Rf.fo. 
So, in The Merry Wives of Wind for , Falftaff aflcs his miftreffei; 

M Am I a woodman ? Ha ! " Stkevens. 
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SCENE IV. 

A Room in . Angelo's Hovje. 

Enter Angelo and Escalus. 

Escal. Every lctter^hc hath writ hath difvouch/d 
other. 

Ang. In moft uneven and diflrarfled manner. His 
acYionsfliow much like to madnefs : pray heaven , his 
wifdom be not tainted! And why meet him at the 
gates, and re-deliver our authorities there? 

Escal. I guefs not. 

Ang. And why mould we a proclaim it in an hour 
before his entering, that, if any crave redrefs of in- 
juflicc, they mould exhibit their petitions in the 
ftrect? 

Escal. Helhows his reafon for that: to have a 
difpatch of complaints ; and to deliver us from de- 
vices hereafter, which mall then have no power to 
ftand againfl us. 

Ang. Well , I befeech you , let it be proclaimed : 
Betimes \ the morn, I'll call you at your houfe, 1 

« Ang. And uhj JJmulJ Off, Scf . ] It is the confeious guilt of 
«Kngelo that prompt* this qucftion. The reply of Efcalus is fuch 
at arifes from an uridiftuvbed mind, that only confiders the myf- 
tcrious conduit of the Duke in a political point of view. 

m Steevess. 

3 lei it be proclaim d : 

Bttmes 1 the morn, Sec. ] Perhaps it fhould he pointed thus: 
let it be piocla'm'd 

Betimes i 1 the morn : VII call ycu at your houfe. 
So above : 

«* And why fhould we preclein it an ho«r before his entering?" 

- Malox*. 
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Give notice to fuch men of fort and fuit, 4 
As are to meet him. 

Escal. I fliall , fir: fare you well. 

[Exit. 

Ang. Good night — 
This deed unfliapes me quite, makes meunpregnant, $ 
And dull to all proceedings. A deflower' d maid! 
And by an eminent body, that enfore'd 
The law againft it! — But that her tender fliame 
Will not proclaim againft her maiden lofs, 
How might flie tongue me? Yet reafon dares her? 
— no: 6 

* - fori and fuit 1] Figure and rank. Johnson. 

Not fo , as 1 imagine, in ibis palTagc. In the feudal times all 
vaflals were bound to hold fuit and fervite to their over-lord ; that 
is, to be ready at all times to attend and ferve him, cither when 
fummoned to his courts , or to his ftandard in war. Such men of 
fort and fuit as are to meet him , I prefume, means the Duke's vaffall 
or tenants in cap'xte Edinburgh Magazine, Nov. 1786. 

Steevens. 

I . ■ . makes me unpregnant , 1 In the firft fcene the Duke fav<» 
that Ffcalus is prcgnavl , i. e. ready in the forms of law. Unpregnant 
therefore , tn the inftance before us, is unready , unprepared. 

Steevens. 

* — : — Yet reafon darts her? — no:] The old folio impreffions 
read : 

Vet reafon dares her No. 
And this is right. The meaning is, the circumllances of our cafe 
are fuch , that flic will never venture to contradifk mc; dares her to 
reply A' 0 to me, whatever 1 fay. Waeburton. 
Mr. Theobald reads : 

. Yet reafon dares her note. 
Sir Thomas Hanmer : 

Yet reafon dares her: Ac. 

Mr. Upton : 

Yet reafon darts her — jVj. 

which he explains thus : Were it not for htr maiden modejfy, hoxJ 
might the lady proclaim my guilt* Yet [you'll fay) [he has reafon 0* 
her fde , and that will maie her dare to do it. I think not ; for my 
authority it of fuch weight , Sec. I am afraid dare has no fuch 
ftgnificatioo. I have nothing to offer worth iofcrtion. Johnson. 
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For my authority bears a credent bulk, 
That no particular fcandal once can touch. 



To dare has two fignifications i to terrify , as in The Half m> 
Tragedy : 

44 thofe mad mifchiefs 

11 Would dart a woman." . 
In Kingllmry IV. Part [. it means, to challtngt , or tall forth: 

44 t'nlcfs a brother (hould a brother dart 

•* To gentle exercife," &c. 
I would therefore read : 

Ytt reef on dares ktr not , 

For my authority , ic. 
Or perhaps, with only a flight traufpofition : 

ytt no reafon dares ktr, Sec. 
The meaning will then be,— Yet reafon does not challenge , call forth , 
or incite her to appear againjt me , fir my authority is above the reach of 
her actujation. Stlevens. 

Yet reafen darts htr No. ] Dr. Warburton is evidently right 

with refpeci jto this reading , though wrong in his application. The 
exprclfiou is a provincial one, and very intelligible: 

— — But that her tender Jliame 

\Y:ll not proclaim againfl her maiden lofs , 

How might fl.e tongue me? Yet reafon dares her No. 
That is, reafon dares her to do it, as by this means fhe would not 
only publi£b her m maiden lofs," but alfo as, Ihc would certainly 
luHer from the impoGug credit of his flation and power, which 
would repel with difgracc any attack on his reputation: , 

For rr.j authority bears a credent bull. 

That to particular fcandal once can touch , 

But it confounds the breather Hen LEY. 

We think Mr. Henley rightly underftands this pafTage, but ha* 
not fuIBciently explained himfclf. Reafon, or reflection, we con- 
ceive, perfonificd by Shakfpcare, and reprefented as daring or octr- 
oying ll'abclla, and crying No to her, whenever fhe finds herfelf 
prompted to 44 tongue " Angelo. Dart is often met with in thi* 
fenfc in Shakfpcare. Beaumont and Fletcher have ufed the wotd 
No in a familar way in Tht Chances', Afi III. fc. iv: 

" I wear a fword to fatufv the world no." 
Again , in A Wife for a Month , Ad IV : 

44 l*m fare he did not , lor I charg'd him no. " 

Monthly Review. 

. Yet reafon darts her ? no : ] Yet does not reafon challenge 
or incite her to accufe me? — no, (anfwers the fpeaker) for my 
authority, fcc. To dart, in thU fenfc, it yet a fchool - phrafe ; 
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Rut it confounds the breather. 7 He fliould have 
hvd, . 

Save that his riotous youth, with dangerous fenfe, 
lVlight,in the tines to come, have ta'cn revenge, 
Bv fo receiving a difhonour'd life, 
\Vith ranfom of fuch lliame. 'Would yet he had 
livM! 

Alack, when once our grace we have forgot, 
Nothing goes right ; wc would , and we would not. 8 

[ Exit. 

Shakfpeare probably learnt it there. He has again ufed the word 
in King Hen>y VI. Part II : 

m What dares not Warwick, if falfc Suffolk, dart him. " 

Malone. 

7 1 my authority bears a credent bulk, 

That no particular Jcandal , 8cc. ] Credent if creditable, inferring 
credit , not qutjlionable. The old Englifh writers often confound ilie 
adivc and palhve adjedives. So Shakfpeare , and Milton after hiin , 
ufc inexprcfive for intxprtjjible. 

Particular is private , a French fenfe. No fcandal from any private 
mouth can reach a man in my authority. Johnson. 

The old copy reads — 14 bears of a credent bulk. If of be any 
thing more than a blunder, it mull mean— bears off, i. e. carries 
with it. As this monofyllablc , however, does not improve our 
author's fenfe , and clogs his metre , I have omitted it. Steevfns. 

Perhaps Angclo means, that his authority will ward off or fet 
afide the weightiefl and moft probable charge that can be brought 
againft him. Maloke. 

8 oft would, and wt would not. ] Here undoubtedly the ad 

fhould end , and was ended by the poet ; for here is properly a 
celiaiion of action, and a night intervenes, and the place is changed, 
between the pailages of this fcene, and ihofe of the next. 
The next ad beginniog with the following fecne , proceeds without 
any interruption of time or change of place. Johnson. 
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SCENE V. 

Fields without the Town* 
tnter Duke in his own habit, and Friar Peter. 

Duke. Thcfc letters 9 at fit time deliver me. 

[ Giving letters. 
The provofl knows our purpofe , and our plot. 
The matter being afoot , keep your inftruction, 
And hold you ever to our lpecial drift; 
Though fomctimcs you do blench from this to that,*' 
As caufe doth minider. Go , call at Flavius 1 houfe , 
And tell him where I May : s;:ve the like notice. 
To Vale minus , Rowland , and to CraHus , 
And bid them bring the trumpets to the gate; 
But fend me Flavius firfl. 

F. Peter. It fliall be fpeeded well. 

[Exit Friar. 

Enter Varrius. 

Duke. I thank thee, Varrius; thou haft made 
good hafle : 

9 Tkefe letters—] Peter never delivers the letters, but tells his 
IWy without anv credentials. The poet forgot the plot which he 
had formed. Johnson. 

Ihe hrft rlaufe of this remark is undoubtedly juft ; but, re- 
fpcflinj; the fecond, I wifh our readers to recollect thai all the 
playv of Sr\akfpearc , before thev reached the prefs , had patted 
through a dangerous medium, and probably experienced the inju- 
dicious curtailments to which loo many dramatic pieces are Rill 
e\p'>fed , hom the ignorance, caprice, and prefumption of tran- 
ftrihers , plavcri . and managers. Steevfns. 

■ y«m do blench from this to that,] To bltnch is to ftart off, 

to Bv od. So . in Hamltt : 

" if he but ilenck , 

14 1 know my courfc." Svskve.N8. 
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Come, we will walk : There's other of our friends 
Will greet us here anon, my gentle Varrius. [Exeunt. 

SCENE VI. 

Street near the City Gate. 
Enter Isabella and Mariana. 

. •! . 

Isab. To fpeak fo indireclly, I am loth, 4 
I would fay the truth; but to accufe him fo, 
That is your part: yet I'm advis'd to do it; 
He fays, to veil full purpofe. 3 

Mam. Be rtil'd by him. 

ISAB. Befides, he tells me, that, if peradventurc 
He fpeak againft me on the adverlc udc, 

3 Ht fays, to veil full purpofe] Mr. Theobald alters it to, 
He fays, t availfu] purpofe, 
becaufc he has ho idea of the common reading. A good reafon » 
Yet the common reading is right, full is urcd for beneficial; and 
the meaoing .s. He fays, it is to kidt a beneficial Purbofe, that mu-l 
*ot yet be revealed. Warbcrion. 

To veil full purpofe, may, with very little force on the words, 
mean, to hide the whole extent of our def^n, and therefore the reading 
may Rand; vet I cannot but think Mr. Theobald's alteration 
either lucky or ingenious. To interpret words with fiich laxuv, 
as to make full the fame with beneficial, is to put an end, at once, 
to all nccctuty of emendation, for any word may then Hand in 
the pla.e ot another. Johnson. 

I think Theobald's explanation right, but his amendment un- 
ne.elLuy. Wc nerd only read vailfnl as one word. Shakfpearc, 
who fo frequently ules cite lor excite, bate for abate , force for 
enfrce, and many other abbreviations of a fimilar natuie, may 
well be fuppofed io ufe vatijul lor availful. M. Mason. 

II Dr. Johnfon'i exptanatioa he ri^ht, (as I think it is ) the word 
fhould be written— veil, as it is now priutcd in the text. 

That vail was the old fpelling of appears txom a line in 

the Merchant of Ve^ce, folio, : 

41 Vailing an Indian beautv " 

for which in the modem editions veiling has been rightly ftibfli.* 
luted. Malomf.. ° 1 
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I fiiould not think it ftrange ; for 'tis a phyfick, 
That's bitter to Ivveet end. 

Maui. 1 would, friar Peter — 

Isab. O, peace; the friar is come. 

Enter Friar Peter. 4 

F. Peter. Come, I have found you out a flan d 
moft fit, 

Where you may have fuch vantage on the duke, 
He lhall not pafs you: Twice have the trumpets 

founded ; 
The generous ' and graven 1 citizens 
Have hent the gates, 6 and very near upon 
The duke is en t ring ; therefore hence, away. 

[Exeunt. 

4 Enter Friar Peter.] This play has two friars, either of whom 
might fmgly have fcrved. 1 fhould theiefore imagine, that Friar 
Thomas, in the fnfl ad, might be changed, without any harm, 
to Friar Peter; for why fhould the Duke unneccffarily truft two 
in an atfair which required only one? The name of Friar Thomas 
is never mentioned in the dialogue, and therefore fecms arbitrarily 
placed at the head of the fceqe. Johnson. 

t The generous, te. ] i. e. the moj noble, kc. Generous is here 
ufed in its Latin fenfe. 44 Virgo generofa et nobilis." Cicero. 
Shakfpcare ufes it again in Othello : 

i» the generous i Danders 

» By you invited " Stesvens. 

*> Have hent the gates, ] Have fciied or taken pefleffion of the 
gates. Johnson. 

So, in Sir A. Gorges' tranflaiion of the 4th book of Lucan : 

44 ■ — - did prevent, 

44 His foes, ere they the hills had hent. " 
Again, in T. Heywood'* Rape of Lucrece, i63o: 

44 Lament thee, Roman land, 

44 The king is from thee hent." 
Again, in the black-letter Romance of Syr Eglamourt of Arlojs^ 
no date : 

44 But with the childe homeward gan ryde 
44 That fro the gryUoa was hent." 
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ACTV. SCENE I. 

A publick Place near the City Gate. 

Mariana (TeiTd) Isabella, and Peter, at a dif* 
tancr. Enter at oppo file doors, Duke, Varrius, 
l ords; Angelo , Escalus , Lucio, Provoft, 
Officers, and Citizens. 

Duke. My very worthy coufin, fairly met: — 
Our old and faithful friend, we are glad to fee you. 
Ang. andEscAL. Happy return be to your royal 
grace ! 

Duke. ,Many and hearty thankings to you both. 
We have made inquiry of you ; and we hear 
Such goodnefs of your juflice, that our foul 
Cannot but yield you forth to public thanks,- 
Forc-running more requital. 

Ang. You make my bonds (lill greater. 

Duke. O, your defert fpeaks loud; and 1 ftiould 
wrong it, 

To lock it in the wards of covert bofom, 
When it defcrves with characters of brafs 
A lotted refidencc, 'gainfl the tooth of time. 
And razure of oblivion: Give me your hand, 
And let the fubj eels fee, to make them fcnow 

Again,, in the ancient metrical Romance of 5;r Guy of Wtrmck, 
b. 1. no date : 

M Some by tbe arms font good Guy, " kc. 
Again, • 

11 And fome by the bridle him font." 
Sienfer often ufes the word hend for to Jthc or take, and ovtrhtni 
for to overtake. S i i. evens. 

Hent, ktnten^ fonde, ( favs Junius, in his Eltmohgicon, J CkouttrO 
ej, cofert, tffiqui, prtktndcrt, arrtjKTt, ab A. S. ktndan. 

Malo.ne. 
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That outward courtrfies would Jain proclaim 
Favours that keep within. — Come, Efcalus ; 
You mull walk by us on our other hand;— 
And good fuppoi tcrs are you. 

Peter and Isabella, come forward. 

F. Peter. Now is your time; fpeak loud, and 
kneel before him. 

Isab. Juflicc, O royal Duke! Vail your regard 7 
Upon a wrongM, \\\ lain have faid, a maid! 
O worthy prince, dilhonour not your eye > 
By throwing it on any other objecl, 
Till you have heard me in my true complaint, 
And given mc juflicc, juflice, juflicc, juflicc ! 

Duke. Relate your wrongs : In what? By whom? 
Be brief: 

Here is lord Angelo fhall give you juflice; 
Reveal yourfclf to him. 

Isab. O, worthy duke, 

You bid me feek redemption of the devil : 
Hear me yourfclf; for that which I rnufl fpeak 
Mufl either punifh me, not being belicv'd, 
Or wring rcdiefs from you: hear me, O, hear me, 
here. 

7 - — Vail jour rtgani — ] That is, withdraw your thoughts 
from higher things , let your notice defcend upon a wronged 
woman. To vail is to lower. Johnson. 

This is one of the few c\prcfhons which might have been bor- 
rov/ed fiom the old play of fromos and Cafandia, 1578: 

« l rail thou thine ears." 

So, in Stanyhurft's tranllation of ibe, 41b Book of Virgil's jEncii : 

«• rhtygio liceat fcrviie maiito." 

" Let Dido vaii her heart to bed-fellow Trojan. " 
1 Stesvens. 
Thus alfo, in Hamltt: 

Do uot for ever, with thv vailed lids, 
»« Seek for thy noble faiber in the duft. ** Henley. 



Digitized by Google 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE. i83 



Ang. My lord, her wits, I fear me, are not firm : 
She hath been a fuitor to me for her brother, 
Cut olf by courfe ofjuftice. 

Isab. By courfe of juflice ! 

Ang. And me will fpeakmoft bitterly, and ftrange. 

Isab. Moll ftrange, but yet mofl truly, will 1 f| eak: 
That Angclos forfworn; is it not ftrange? 
That Angelo's a murderer; is*t not ftrange? 
Tnat Angelo is an adulterous thief, 
An hypocrite, a viigin-vioiator ; 
Is it not ftrange, and iirange ? 

Duk.e. Nay, it is ten times ftrange. 

Isab. It is not truer he is Angelo, 
Than this is all as true as it is ftrange : 
Nay, it is ten times true; lor truth is truth 
To the end of reckoning. 8 

Duk.e. Away with her: — Poor foul, 

She fpeaks this in the infirmity of fenfe. 

Isab. O prince, 1 conjure thee, as thou believ'ft 
There is another comfort than this world, 
That thou neglect me not, with that opinion 
That 1 am touch'd with madnefs: make not inipof- 
fible 

That which but feems unlike : 'tis not impoftible, 
But one, the wickcd'ft caitiff on the ground, 
May fecm as Ihy, as grave, a* juft, as ablolutc, f 

I /ru^ti truth 

To the end of rtcloning.] That is, truth has no gradations; 
nothing which admits of encreafc can be fo much what it it, as 
truth is truth. There may be a jlrange thing, and a thing mort 
Jlrangt) but if a propofition be /rar, there can be none more true. 

Johv^on. 

* asjhy, as CTCfffi as jvfi, as abfolute,] As Jl*j ; as referved, 

as abftra&ed: as jvjl ; a* uice, as exaft : as abjolutt ; as complete 
in all the round of duty. Johm>on. 

N 4 
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As Angclo; even fo may Angclo, • 
In all his dreflings, * characls, 1 titles, forms, 
Be anarch-villain: believe it, royal prince, 
If he be lefs, he's nothing; but he's more, 
Had I more name for badnefs. 

D t jke. By mihe honefly, 

If flie be mad, (as I believe no other,) 
Her madneis hath the oddcll frame of fenfe, 
Such a dependency of thing on thing, 
As e'er 1 heard in madneis. 4 

Isab. O, gracions duke, 

Harp not on that; nor do not banilh reafon 
For inequality: 5 but let your reafon ferve 

* Jn ell his dreffinps, 8cc] In all his femblance of virtue, in 
til hi* habiliments of office. Johnson. 

- 5 cheraBs,] i. e. charafiers. See Dugdale, Orig. Jvrid. 

p. Si : 11 Ihut he ufc, ne hide, no charme, nc tnrtlle.' 

Tvrwhitt. 

So, in Cower, De Conftjione Amantis, B. I: 

" Wilh hi* cartQe would him enchaunt. " 

Again, B. V. fol. io3 : 

" And read his cartBe in the wife. " 

Again, B. VI. fol. 140 : 

" Through hil cartQts and figures. " 

Again : 

»* And his car tile as he was taught, 
14 He rad," kc. Stf.kvkns. 

Ckarafl fignifies an iufcription. The fiat., 1 Fdward VI. e. t. 
dircflcJ the leals of ofhee of every bifhop to have " certain cha- 
rafls unJcr the king s arras , for the knowledge of the diocefe. " 
Chatatlns are the letters in which the infctifPoti is written. Cia- 
tofltrj is the materials of which characters are compofed. 
11 Fairies ufc Mowers for their tUrmfferj. " 

Mtrrj Wivii of Hind/or. Black-stone. 

4 As e'er / hard. tec. ] I fuppofe Shakfpcare wrote : 
As ne'er / heard in madntji. Malone. 

. ' do no/ lanijh reafon 

For inequality:; Let not the high quality of my adverfary 
prejudice you againll me. Johnson. 
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To make the truth appear, where it feems hid; 
And hide the falfc, feems true. 6 

Duke. Many that arc not mad, 

Have, fure, more lack of reafon. — What would you 
fay? 

Isab. 1 am the filler of one Claudio, 
Condemn'd upon the acl of fornication 
To lofe his head; condemn' d by Angelo: 
I, in probation of a fiflerhood, 
Was fent to by my brother: One Lucio 
As then the roclTcnger; — 

Lucio. That's I, an't like your grace: 

I came to her from Claudio, and deiir'd her 
To try her gracious fortune with lord Angelo, 
For her poor brother's pardon. 

Isab. That's he, indeed. 

Duke. You were not bid to fpeak. 

Lucio. No, my good lord; 

Nor wiflTd to hold my peace. 

Duke. I wifh you now then; 

Pray you, take note of it: and when you have 



Ireijvalifj appears to me to mean, in this place, apparent incen- 
Jijlena ; and to have no reference to the high rank of Angelo, as 
Johnfon fuppofes. M. Mason. 

I imagine the meaning rather ic — Do not fuppofe I am mad, 
becaufe I fpeak pafuonatcly and unequally. Malone. 

6 And hide the falfe, [rrms true.] And for ever kidt % i. e. plunge 
into eternal datknefs, the Life one, i. e. Angelo, who now feems 
honeft. Many other word* would have expreltcd our poet's mean- 
ing Letter than hide; but he feems to have chofen it merely for the 
fake of oppofuion to the preceding line. Mr. Thcobjld unnccef- 
f.irily reads — Xot hide the falfc, — which ha* been followed by the 
fubfequent editors. MALONK. 

I do not profefs to underfland thefe words; nor can I perceive 
how the meaning fuggefted by Mr. Malone is to be deduced fcoro 
them. Siemens. 
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A bufinefs for yourfcif, pray heaven, you then 
Be perfect. 

Lucio. I warrant your honour. 

Duke. The warrant's lor yourfelf; take heed to it. 

Isab. This gentleman told lomewhat of niy tale. 

Lucio. Right. 

Duke. It may be right; but you are in the wrong 
To fpeak before your time. — Proceed. 

Isab. I went 

To this pernicious caitiff deputy.. 

Duke. That's lomewhat madly fpoken. 

Isab. Pardon it; 

The phrafe is to the matter. 

Duke. Mended again: the matter; — Proceed. 

Isab. In brief, — to let the needlefs procefs by, 
How 1 perfuaded, how I pray'd, and kneel'd, 
How he reLlFd me, 7 and how I replyM ; 
(For this was of much length,) the vile conclufion 
1 no.w begin with grief and fhamc to utter : 
He would not, but by gift of my chafle body 
To his concupifcible intemperate lufl, 1 
Release mv brother; and, after much debatement, 
My fiflcrly rernorfe 9 confutes mine honour, 



f How it refeU'd mt, ] To rtftl is to Tcfute. 

" Refellerc <!r tcai£v.trt mendacium. " Cicero pro Ligario. 
Benjonion u'fes the word: 

" Friends not to rrfel you, 

»* Or any way quell you." 
Again, in Ike Second Fart of Robrrt Earl of Huntington, 1601 : 

44 Therefore go on, voung Biucc, proceed, refelt 

41 The allegation. " 
The modem cditoi* changed the word to repel. SteevenS. 

* To his concupifcible, ire. ] Such is the old reading. The 
modern editors unauthoriutjvely fubftitute concvpifcent. Sieevens. 

' J\fl tT h 'cmorfe — ] i. e. pity. So, in King Hukari HI : 

»« And gemle, Kind, effemiuate rmorje. " Stkivens. 

% • 
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And I did yield to him: But the next morn betimes, 
His purpofc forfeiting, * he lends a wanant 
For my poor brother's head. 

Duke. This is mod likely ! 

Isab. O, that it were as like, as it is true! 1 
Duke. By heaven, f ond wretch, 4 thou know' ft not 
what thou fpeak'ft; 
Or elfe thou art fuborn'd againfl his honour, 
In hateful practice: * Firft, his integrity 
Stands without blemifh : — next, itimports noreafon, 
That with fuch vehemency he fhonld purfue 
Faults proper to himfelf: if he had fo offended, 
He would have weiglVd thy brother by himfelf, 

» His puipofe furfciting, ] Thus the old copy. We might read 

forfaiting , but the former word is too much in the manner of 
Shakfpeare to be rejected. So, in Qthrllo: 

»• my hopes not furfeited to death." STEEVENS. 

3 0, that it were as like, as it is true! J Like is not hcie ufed for 
probable, but for ftrmly She catches at the Dukes word, and 
turns it into another fenfe ; of which there arc a great many exam- 
pics in Shakfpeare, and the writeis of that time. Warblrion. 

I do not fee why like may not ftand here for prolalle, or why 
the lady Ihould not wilh, that fince her lale is true, it may obtnin 
belief. If Dr. Warburton's explication he right, we fhould read: 

0! that it were as likely, as 'tis true! 
Likely I have never found for feemly. Johnson. 

Though I concur in Dr. Johnfon's explanation, I cannot help 
obferviug that likely is ufed by Shakfpeare himfelf for Jtmly. So, in 
King Henry IV. Part II. Ad III. fc. ii: " Sir John, they are your 
likeliejl men. " S rEFVENS. 

The meaning, I think, is: O that it had as much of the appear- 
ance, as it has of the reality, of truth ! Malone. 

4 fond wretch,] loni wretch is foolijh wretch. So, in 

Coriolanus. Act IV. fc. i : 

" 'Tis fond to wail inevitable flrokes. " Steeveks. 
' In hateful practice: ] PraQuc was ufed by the old writers far 
any unlawful or inhdious flraugem. So a^ain : 

" This muft needs be ptaclice." 
And again: 

" Let me ha?e way to find thii prriue out. " Johnson. 
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And not have cut him off : Some one hath fet you on ; 
• Confels the truth , and lay by whofe advice 
Thou cam'ft here to complain. 

Isab. And is this all ? 

Then , >h , you blcfTed minifters above , 
Keep me in patience ; and , with ripen'd time, 
Unfold the evil which is here wrapt up 
In countenance! ' — Heaven fliield your grace from 
woe , 

As T, thus wrongd, hence unbelieved go ! 

Dckf. 1 know, you'd fain be gone: — An officer! 
To prifon with her: — Shall we thus permit 
A blading and a fcanrlalaus breath to fall 
On him fo near us ? This needs mufl be a praclice. 7 
— Who knew of your intent, and coming hither? 

Isab. One that I would were here, friar Lodowick. 

Dukl. A ghoftlv father, belike: — Who knows 
that I.odowick? 

Lucio. My lord, 1 know him; 'tis a medling 
friar ; 

I do not like the man : had he been lay, my lord, 
For certain words he Ipake againft your grace 
In your retirement, 1 had fwing'd him foundly. 
Dukl. Words againft me? This' a good friar, 
bciike ! 

*> In twnttnar.cr ! ] i. e. in partial favour. Waabukton. 
Cou»ttj,aner, in my opinion, docs not moan partial favour, as 
Wajburton fuppofes, but falft appearancr, kjfQCTlfj. Ifabella does 
not mean to atenfe the Duke of partiality ; but alludes to the 
fan&ihed demeanour of Angelo, which, a> flie fuppoles. prevented 
the Duke from believing her ftory. Mason. 

7 protlut.] Fratticr, in Shakfpeare , very often means 

Jkamejul arttftit, unjuftihable (tratagem. So, in htrg Lear : 

41 T his is j.t.ittice y Gloller. 

Aijain, in A in* Johr. : 

•« It is the fhameful work of Hubert's hand, 

" The fraiiuf and the purpofe of the king." Steevens. 
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And to fct on this wretched woman here 
Againft our fubltitutc ! — Let this friar be found. 

Lucio. Butyeiicrnight, my lord, fheand that friar 
I faw them at the prilon : a fawcy friar, 
A very fcurvy fellow. 

F. Peter. RlelTed be your royai 'grace ! 

I have flood by, my lord, and I have heard 
Your royal ear abus d : Firft, hath this woman 
Mod wronefullv accus'd vour fubflitutc : 
Who is as free from touch or foil with her. 
As flic from one ungot. 

Duke. We did believe no lefs. 

Know you that friar Lodowick , that flie fpeaksnf ? 

F. Peter. I know him for a man divine and ho,y ; 
Not fcurvy , nor a temporary medler,* 
As he's reported by this gentleman ; 
And , on my truft , a man that never yet 
Did , as he vouches , mifreport your grace. 

Lucio. My lord, molt viliainoufly ; believe it. 

F. Peter. Well, he in time may come to clear 
himfelf ; 

But at this inftant he is fick , my lord , 

* nor a temporary meditr, ] It i* hard to know what is 

mcani by a temporary mc<ilcr. Ia it! ufual fenfe, as oppofed o 
pfrtrtual % it cannot be ufed here. It may (land for temporal: t!>c 
fenfe will then he. 1 know him for a holy man, one that medJUs not 
with fecular affaiis. It may mean temforijirg : I know him to b* 
a holy roan, one who would not tcmporife , or. lake the ofportur.Uy of 
jour objence to defame you. Or wc may read: 

Not fcurvy, nor a tampr rer ami medler : 
not one who would have tamprred with this woman to make her a 
falfc evidence a$> daft your deputy. Johnson. 

Peter here refers to what Lucio had before affirmed concerning 
Friar Lodowick. Hence it is evident that the plirufe »« ttmt* **y 
vieJler," was intended to fignify one who introduced kim/elf, ;is ouru 
as he could find opportunity, into other men's concerns. See lL< 
context. Henley. 
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Of a ftrange fever : Upon his mere rcquefl , 9 
(Being conic to knowledge that there was complaint 
Intended 'gain ft. lord Angclo ,) came I hither, 
To fpeak, as from his mouth, what he doth know 
Is true, and falfe ; and what he with his oath, 
And all probation, will make up full clear, 
Whenfocver, he's conventcd. *Hrft, for this woman; 
(To juftify this worthy nobleman, 
So vulgarly 1 and peiionally accus'd,) 

9 his mere requefi ,] i. e. his ahfrlute reqvrfl. So, in Julius Cafar: 

" Some mere tricuds, fomc honourable Romaus. " 
Again, in Othello : 

" The mere perdition of the Turkifh fleet." Steevens. 
• Wken/oever he's conveuted.j The hrfl folio reads, convented, 
and this is right : for to convene fignifics to allcmble, but convent t 
to cite, or fummons. Yet becaufe convented hurts the rncafure, 
the Oxford editor (licks to convert d, though it be nonfeofe, and 
{igmfies, Whenever he is alfembled together. But thus it will be, 
-when the author is thinking of one thing, and his critic of auoibcr. 
The poet was attentive to his fenfe, aud the editor quite throughout 
his performance, to nothing but the meafute; which Shaklpeare 
having entirely neglected, like all the dramatic writers of that age, 
he has fpruccd hitn up with all the c adnels of a modern meafurer 
of fyllables. This being here taken notice of once for all, {hall, 
for the future, be forgot, as if it had never becu. 

Warbitrton. 

The foregoing account of the rncafure of Shakfpeare , and his 
contemporaries, ought indeed to be forgotten, becaule it is untrue. 

To convent is no uncommon word. So, in Woman's a Weather- 
cocky 1612 : 

t " ■ left mv looks 

14 Should tell the company convented there," Sec 
To convent and to convene aie detived from the fame Latin verb, 
and have exacilv LUC fame meaning. SlEtVlNS. 

S/> vulgarlv — J Meaning either fo g'o/sly, with fuch indecency 
of invc^ttve, or by fo mean and inadequate witneflcs. Johnson. 

Vulgarly, I believe, means publicity. The vulgar are the common 
people. Daniel ules vulgarly lot among the common people: 
,k aud which pleafcs vulgarly. " SlEEVENS. 

Mr. Stecvens's interpretation it certainly the true one. So, i* 
Th$ Comedy of Errors, Ad III. fc. i: 
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Her fhall you hear difprovcd to her eyes, 
lill/lic herfelf confels it. 

Dlj^e. Good friar, let's bear it. 

[Isabella is carried oJj\ guarded; and Makiana 
comes forward. 
Do you notfmile at this, lord Angelo ? — 
O heaven ! the vanity of wretched fools! — 

Give us fome feats Come, coufin Angelo ; 

In this Til be impartial ; be you judge 

Of your own caufe. 4 — Is this the witnefs, friar? 

Firlt, let her lhow her lace ; * and after fpeak. 



* ( A t"i/;<)Aomment will be made of it; 
41 And tharTuppofed by the common rout,—* 
»« That may, " 8cc. 
Again, in twelfth Ni'kt : 

44 — — lor 'tis a vulgar proof, 

" Thai very ofi we pity enemies." Malons. 

* Come, coufin Angela; 

In this I'll be impartial ; you judge 

Of jour own caufe. J Surely, fayr. Mr. Theobald, this duie had 

odd notions of impartiality ! He reads thcrelo-e, / will bi 

faitial, and all the editors follow him : even Mr. Heath declare! 
the obfervation unanfwerablc. But Pee the uncertainty of cri- 
tic ifm! impartial was fomctimes ufed in the fenfe of partial. In 
the old play of Swetnam, the U cm an Hater, Atlanta cries out, when 
the judges decree againft the women : 

44 You are impartial, and we do appeal 

44 From you to judge, more indifferent." Fasmes. 

So, in Marfton-t Antonio and Mellida, *d Part, t6o* i 
44 There's not a beauty liv«i, 
44 Hath that impartial predominance 
»• O'er my affefis, as your enchanting graces. * 

Again, in Ro>neo and Juliet, ijqt: 

" Cruel, unjuil, impartial dcRmies* " 

Again : 

44 this day, this unjuft, impartial dav. " 

In the language of our author's time im was frequently ufed as 
an augmentative or intenuve particle. Malone. 

' her face ; ] The original copy reads your face. The 

emendation wai made by the editor of the fecond folio. 

Malons. 
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Mari. Pardon, my lord ; I will not {how my face* 
Until my hufband bid me. 

Duke. What , arc you married ? 

Mari. No, my lord. 

Duke. Are you a maid ? 

Mart. No, my lord. 

Duke. A widow then? 

Mari. Neither, my lord. 

Duke. Why, you 

Are nothing then : — Neither maid, widow.nor wife? 6 

Lucio. My lord , flic may be a punk ; for many 
of them are neither maid, widow, nil wife. 

Duke. Silence that fellow; I would, he hadforae 
caufe. 
To prattle for himfelf. 

Lucio. Well, my lord. 

Mart. My lord, I do confefs I ne'er was married ; 
And, I confefs, befides, I am no maid; 
1 have known my hufband ; yet my hufband knows 
not, 

That ever he knew me. 

Lucio. He was drunk then, my lord; it can be 
no better. 

Duke. For the benefit of filence , \vould thoa 
wert fo too. 

Lucio. Well, my lord. 
Duke. This is no witnefs for lord Angelo. 
Mari. Now I comf to t, my lord: 
She, that accufes him of fornication , 

» 

* Ntithtr tnaidy widow, n$r wift ? This it a proverbial phrafe, 
to be found in Ray* Colle&OA. Stievcm. 



» 
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In fclf-fame manner doth accufc my hufband ; 
And charges him , my lord, with fuch a time, 
When ril depofe I had him in mine arms , 
With all the efFecl: of love. 

Ang. Charges fhe more than me? 

Mar i. Not that I know. 

Duke. No? you fay, your hufband. 

Mari. Why , juft, my lord, and that is Angclo, 
Who thinks, he knows, that he ne'er knew my body, 
But knows, he thinks, that he knows IfabePs. 

Ang. This is a ftrange abufe: 7 — Let's fee thy face. 

Mari. My hufband bids me ; now 1 will unmafk. 

[Unvetling. 

This is that face, thou cruel Angclo , 
Which, once thoufwor fl, was worth the looking on: 
This is the hand, which, v\ith a vow'd contract, 
Was fafl belock'd in thine : this is the body 
That took away the match from Ilabel, 
And did fupplv thee at thy garden-houfe , 1 
In h'er imagin'd perfon. 

• 

" This is a Ji 'range abufe:] Abufe Ranch in this place for deception 

or puzzle. So, in Maibelh t 

il tnv ftrange and fclf abufe." 
means, this Jlratigt deception of mijrif. JOHNSON. 

« And did fupply thee at /*y garden-hoi:fe, ] A gardrn-hnufe in 
the time of our author was ufually appropriated to puipofes of 
intrigue. So, in Smalfthia , or a Jhadow of truth, in certain 
tj.igrams a* d Satires, 1^98: 

" Who. coming from the Curtain, fneakclh in 
»« To fome old getrdtn noted hmfr for fin. " 

Again, in The London frod;*ai, a comedy, ibo3: li Sweet lady, 
if you have any friend, or garden-hoife, whetc you mav employ a 
poor gentleman as your ftiend, 1 am yours to command iu all 
fecret fcrvice." MAIONF. 

See alfo an extrad from Slubbrs's Anttemh ef Ahufes, 410, i5q7» 
p. 57 ; quoted in Vol. V. of Dodfiey's Old Flays, edit. 1760, p. 74- 

KlED. 

Vol. VI. O 
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Duke. Know you this woman? 

Lucio. Carnally, {he fays. 
Duke. Sirrah, no more. 

Lucio. Enough , my lord. 

Ang. My lord, 1 mult confefs, I know this woman; 
And, five years lince, there was fome fpcech ol mar- 
riage 

Betwixt myleif and her : which was broke off. 

Partly, for that her promiled proportions 

Came lhurt of compolition ; * but, in chief, 

For that her reputation was difvalued 

In levity : fince which time, of five years, 

1 never (pake with her, law her, nor heard from her, 

Upon my faith and honour. 

Ma xi. Noble prince, 

As there comes light from heaven, and words from 
breath, 

As there is fenfe in truth , and truth in virtue , 

1 am alfianc'd this man's wile , as flrongly 

As words couid make up vows: and, my good lord, 

ButTuefday night lafl gone , in his gardcn-houle , 

He knew me as a wife : As this is true, 

Let me in fafcty raife me from my knees ; 

Or el ft: for ever be confixed here, 

A marble monument! 

Ang. I did but fmile till now; 

Now, good my lord, give me the fcope of juliice ; 
My patience here is touch' d : I do perceive, 
Thelc poor informal women * arc no more 

* • her pTomlffd proportion! 

Came Jhcrt of t ompolnion ; J Her fortune, which was promifed 
frcpottioraa to mine, fell lhort of the cempofttio*, that is, contrad 
or bare:uu. Johnson. 

1 Theff p»or informal women — ] Informal fignifies out of thtit 
Jtnftt. lu Tkt Comedy of Errors, we meet with thefe line»: 
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But inflruments of fome more mightier member, 
That fets them on : Let me have way, my lord, 
To find this practice out. 

Duke. Ay, with my heart; 

And punifh tticm unto your height of plealure. — 
Thou fooliih friar; and thou pernicious woman , 
Compact with her that's gone! think'lt. thou , thy 
oaths , 

Though they would fwear down each particular 
faint, 3 

Were teflimonies againfl his worth and credit, 
That's feai'd in approbation? 4 — You, lord Efcalus, 
Sit with ray couiin; lend him your kind paius 
To find out this abufe, whence 'tis dcriv T d. — 
There is another friar that fct them on ; . 
Let him be fent for. 

F. Peter. Would he were here, my lord ; for he, 
indeed, 

Hath fet the women on to this complaint: 

* 4 I will not let him ftir, 

44 Till I have us'd the approved meant I have, 
44 With wholeforne fyrups, drug*, and holy prayers, 
44 To make of him a formal man again. " 
Formal, in this paflage, evidently hgnifics in hit fen/tt. The linei 
are fpok.cn of Antiphohs of Syracufe, who is behaving like a mad- 
man. Again, in Antony and Cleopatra: 

" Thou Ihouldll come like a fury crown'd with fnakei, 
44 Not like a formal man." SrEEVEss. 

J Though they would futar dcun each pattuular Jaint,] So, ia 
Anlony and Cieofaira^ Ad I. fc. iii : 

41 Though you in iwcaiing fhakc the throned gods. 

Sri EVENS. 

4 That's JtaCd in approbation?] When any thing fubjed to 
counterfeits is tried by the proper officers and appiovcd, a Hump 
o.- Jral is put upon it, as among us on plate, weighty and measure*. 
So the Duke fays, that An^elo's faith ius been tried, approved, and 
Jea.'d in teftimony of th*t appiobalion , and , like other thiugs lb 
jtaitd 1 is no moic to be tailed in qucUion. Johnson. 

o t 
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Your provofl knows the place where he abides , 
And he may fetch him. 

Duke. Go, do it inftantly. — [Exit Provofl. 
And you, my noble and well-warranted coufm , 
Whom it concerns to hear this matterForth, 4 
Do with your injuries as feems you heft, 
In any chaftifement: 1 for awhile 
Will leave you ; but flir not you, till you have well 
Determined upon thefe flandcrers. 

Escal. My lord, we'll do it thoroughly [Exit. 

Dukf. ] Signior Lucio, did not you lay , you knew 
that friar Lodowick to be a dilhonefl perfon ? 

Lucio. Cucullus nori Jactt monachum : honefl in no- 
thing, but in his clothes; and one that hath fpoke 
nioft villainous fpeeches of the duke. 

Escal. We mail entreat you to abide here till he 
come, and enforce them againft him : we {hall find 
this friar a notable fellow. 

Lunio. As any in Vienna , on my word. 

Escal. Call that fame 1 label lure once again ; 
[To an Attendant.] I would fpeak with her: Pray 
you , my lord, i^ive me leave to queUion ; you fhail 
fee how Til handle her. 

1 ucro. Not better than he , by her own report. 

Escal. Say you ? 

I ucio. Marry, fir, I think, if you handled her 
privately, flie would looncr eonfefs ; perchance, 
publickly flie^l be alhamed. 

Re-enter Officers , with Isabflla ; the Duke, in the 
friar's habit , and Provofl. 

Escal. I will go darkly to work with her. 

■ to hear this matter forth,] To hear it to the end; !• 

feaich it to the botiotu. JohnsOn. 
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Lucio. Tha^s the way ; for women are light at 
midnight. 1 

Escal. Come on, miftrefs ; [To Isabella ] here's 
a gentlewoman denies ail that you have laid. 

Lucio. My lord, here comes the iafcai 1 fpokc 
of ; here with the provolt. 

Escal. In very good time : — fpeak not you to 
him, till we call upon you. 

Lucio. M urn, 

Escal. Come, fir, Did you fet thefe women on 
to (lander lord Angelo ? ihcy have coniels'd you did. 
Duke. 1 1 is fallc. 

Escal. How! know you where you are? 
DukE. kelpccr. to your great place! and let the 
devil 

Ec fomctimes honour' d for his burning throne:* — 
Where is the duke? 'tis he fliould hear me (peak. 

Escal. The duke's in us ; and we will hear you 
fpeak : 

look, you fpeak juflly. 

Duke. Boldly , at leaf! : — But, O, poor foulSj 
Come you to feck the lamb here of the fox ? 
Good night to your rcdiefs. Is the duke gone? 

I ■ ar* light at midnight. ) This is one of the words oo 
■which Shatfjeaie chiefly delight* to quibble. Thus, Portia in 
The MfT(harA of Venire, Ad V. fc. i: 

» Let me give light, but let me not be light, " Steiveni. 

* Rtjpttl to your great place! and let the devil, fcc. J I fufped that 
a line preceding this has becu loft. Malone. 

I fufped ho omiffion. Great ptacehis reference to the preceding 
tjueflion 11 know you where \ou are?" 

Shakfpcare was a readc of Philemon Holland's tranflition of 
Pliny; and in the Bftfa book and eighth chapter, might have met 
With his next idea : « The Augylx do no votjlip to any but to the 
dtvits bcncaih. " SrglviNI. 

O 3 
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Then is your caufc gone too. The duke's nnjuft, 
Thus to retort your manifelt appeal , 7 
And put your trial in the villain's mouth, 
Which here you come to acculc. 

Lucio. This is the raical ; this is he I fpoke of. 

Escal. Why, thou unrcverend and unhallow'd 
friar! 

Is't not enough , thou haft fubonVd thefe women 
To accufe this worthy man; hot, in'foul mouth, 
And in the witnefs of his proper ear, 
To call him villain ? 

And then to glance from him to the duke himfelf; 
To tax h\m with injuflicc? — Take him hence; 
To the rack with him : — We'll touze you joint by- 
joint , 

But we will know this purpofe : 1 — What ! unjufl ? 

Dure. Be not lb hot; the duke 
Dare no more ftretch this finger of mine, than he 
Dare rack his own ; his fubjeel am I not, 
Nor here provincial: f Mv bulincfs in this Rate 

7 to rtlcrt your maniftjl appeal, ] To rejtr back to Angclo 

the caufc in which you appealed from Angclo 10 the Duke. 

Johnson. 

* this purpofe:] The old copy has his purpofe. The 

emendation was mauc by Sir T. t Hanmer. x I believe the paffage hai 
been coireded in the wrong place j and would read: 

We'll touit him joint ly joint, 

But we will ifcw his purpofe. Malonf. 

* Nor here provincial:] Nor here accountable. The meaning 
fccr.is to be , I am not one of his natuial fubjects , nor of any 
dependent province. JOHf»!»ON. 

I he different orders of monks have a chief, who is called the 
General of the order; and they have alfo fuperiors, fubordinate to 
the »rnrral. in the fcveral provinces through which the order may 
be Jilnc led. Hie Friar therefore' means to fav, that the Duke 
dares no. touch a finger of his, for he could not punifh him by !us 
own authority, ai tie was not his fubjeel, nor through that of the 
fuperior, as he was uot of that province. M. Ma->o.n. 
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Made mc a looker-on here in Vienna, 

Where I have fcen corruption boil and bubble, 

Till it o'cr-run the (lew; 1 laws, for all faults; 

But faults fo countenanced, that the flrong statutes 

Stand like the forfeits in a barber's fliop , 1 

As much in mock as mark. 

» 

a _______ b 0 i| an( j bubble, 

Till it o'er-run the ftew: ] I fear that, in the prefent inflance, 
our author's metaphor it from the kitchen. So, in Maibttk: 
" Like a hell-iro/A, boil and bubble." Si KEVINS. 

3 Stand like the forfeits in a barber's JltQp y ] Barbers' (hops were, 
at all times, the refori of idle people: 

41 Tonjlnna erat qvtdam: htc Jolebamus Jtre 

" Pifrumqve earn opperiri " . 

which Dooaius calls aota Jedes olio/is. Formerly with us , the 
belter fort of people went to the barber's fhop to be ttimmed , who 
then praetifed the under parts of furgeiy : fo that he had occafion 
for numerous inflruments, which lay there ready for ufe ; anU the 
idle people, with whom his (hop was generally crowded, would be 
perpetually handliug and mifufing them. 'I o remedy which, I 
luj pole there was placed up a^ainil the wall a table of forfeitures, 
adapted to every offence of this kind; which, ilisnot likely, would 
long preferve its authority. Warburton. 

This explanation may ferve till a better is difcovered. But 
Whoever has feen the inflruments of a chirtirgeon, knows that they 
may be very eaGly kept out of improper hands in a very finall box, 
or in his pocket. JoflssoN. 

It was formerly part of a barber's occupation to pick the teeth 
and ears. So, in the old play of Herod and Antipater, i6?g, Try- 
phon the barber, enters with a cafe of inflruments, to each of which. 
he addrefles hirofelf feparately: 

»• Toothpick, dear toothpick; earpick, both of you 
" Have been her fweet companions! — " Ice. 
• I have converted with feveral people who had repeatedlv read the 
lift of forfeits alluded to by Sljakfpeare , but have failed in my 
endeavours to procure a copy ol it. The metrical one, publifhed 
by the late Dr. Kenrick, was a forgery. Steevfns. 

1 believe Dr. Waiburton's explanation in the maiu to be right, 
only tbat inflead of chirurgical inilrumeuts, the baiber's prohibited 
implements were principally his razors; his whole flock of which, 
from the number and impatience of his cuflomers on a Saturday 
night or a market morning, being ueccflarily laid out lor ufe, were 

o 4 
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Escal. Slander to the flate ! Away with him to 
prifon. 

Anc. What can you vouch againft him , fignior 
Lucio? , 
Is this the man, that you did tell us of? 

Lucio. Tis he, my lord. Come hither, good- 
man bald-pate: Do you know me ? 

Dukf. I remember you, fir, by the found of your 
voice : I met you at the prifon, in the abfence of 
the duke. 

Lucio. O, did you f o ? And do you remember 
what you faid of the duke ? 
Duke. Mod notedly , fir. 

Lucid. Do you fo, fir? And was the duke a flefh- 
monger, a fool, and a coward, 3 as you then reported 
him to be ? 

Duke. You mult, fir, change perfons with me, 
ere you make that my report : you, indeed, fpoke 
fo of him ; and much more, much worfe. 

Lucio. O thou damnable fellow ! Did notl pluck 
thee by the nofe. for thy fpeeches ? 

Duke. I proteft,I love the duke, as I love myfelf. 

expofed to the idle fingers of the byc-ftanders, io waiting for fu,o 
cclhon to the chair. 

Theft forfeits were as much in motk as mark, both becaufc the 
barber had no aut ; ority of himfelf to enforce them, and alfo at 
they were of a ludicrous nature. 1 perfectly remember to have 
feeu them in Devonlhire (printed like King Charles's Rulev, ) 
though I cannot tecolled their contents. Henley. 

' - ■ ■ and a coward,] So again, afterwards: 

You, Jnrah, that know me for a fool, a coward, 

One all of luxury , 

But Lucio had not, in the lot mer convcifation, mentioned cowardice 
among the faults of the Duke. — Such failures of memory arc 
incident to wiiters more diligent than this poet. Johnson, 
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Ang. Hark! how the villain would clofc now, 
after his treafonablc abufes. 

Escal. Such a fellow is not to be talk'd withal 
Away with himtoprilbn : — Where is the provofl? 
— Away with him to prifon ; lay bolts enough upon 
him: let him (peak no more : — Away with thofe 
giglots too, 4 and with the other confederate com- 
panion. . [The Provoft lays hands 0{t the Duke. 

Duke. Stay , fir ; flay a while. 

Ang. What! rcfifls he? Help him, Lucio. 

Lucio. Come, fir; come, fir; come fir; foh, fir: 
Why, you bald-patcd, Jyi'ig rafcal ! you muft be 
hooded, inuil you? Show your knave's vifage, with 
a pox to you ! fliovv your fhecp-biting face, and be 
hansfd an hour! WilTtnot off? 1 

[Pulls ojf the friar s hood , and dijeovers Me Duke. 

4 ■ thofe giglots loo,] A giglot is a wanton wench. So, la 
K. Henry VI. P. I : 

4k • young Talbot was not bom 

M To be the pillage of a giglot wench. " Ste EVENS. 

f . Show your /beep-biting face, and be kar.g'd an hour! Wilft 
not a[f f] This is intended to be the common language of vulgar 
indignation. Our phralc on futh occafions is fimplv: J low your 
Jfietp-biting Jace and be handed. The words an hour have no par- 
ticular uf> here, nor are authorifed by cuftom. I fuppofc it was 
written thus: Jhow your JLeep. biting face, and It handed — an how f 
mlVt not (?//? In the midland counties, upon any unexpected 
obftrudion or refiftance, it is common to exclaim an how? 

JOHNSOM. 

Dr. Johnfon's alteration is wrong. In Tke Atchemiji we meet 
with *« a man that has been f.ratgltd an hour. " 

" What, Piper, ho! be hang'd a-while," is a line of an old 
madrigal. Farmik. 

A fimilar expreflion is found in Ben Jonfon's Bartholomtw Fair t 
1614: 

41 Leave the bottle behind you, and be curjl a-u hile." 

Malone. 

Dr. Johnfon is much too pofirive in afferting 11 that the words 
an hour have no particular ufe here, nor are autuyiiled by cuitom," 
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Duke. Thou art the firft knave , that e'er made 
a duke. 



Firfl, PrQVofi, let mc bail thefe gentle three.—— 
Sneak not away , fir ; [To Lucio.] for the friar and 
you 

Mud have a word anon : — lay hold on him. 

Lucio. This may prove worfe than hanging. 

Duke. What you have fpoke, 1 pardon; bt you 

down. [ToLscalus. 

Well borrow place of him : — Sir, by your leave: 

[To Ang a lo. 
Had thou or word, 01 wit, or impudence, 
That yet can do thecoilicc? * 11 thou haft, 
Rely upon it till my tale be heard, 
And hold no longer out. 

Ang. O mv dread lord, 

1 fliould be guiltier than my guiltincfs, 
To think 1 can be undifcernable, 
When I perceive, your grace, like power divine, 
Hath lookM upon my palfcs : 4 Then, good prince, 
No longer fclfion hold upon my fliamc, 
But let my trial be mine own confefiion ; 
Immediate fentence then, and fequent death, ( 
Is all the gtacc 1 beg. 

as Dr. Farmer hai veil proved. The poet evidently refers to the 
ancient mode of punifhing bv collifttigium, or the original pillory, 
made like that part of the pilloty at prcient which receives the neclc, 
only it was placed horuoutally, fo that the culprit hung fufpended 
in it by his chin, and the back of his head. A riiitind account 
of it may be found, if I miflake not, iu Mr. Bairingion's Objtrvu- 
tions on the Statutes. Henley. 

I can do thee office?] i. e. do thee fervice. Stievens. 

* my paflcs : ] i. e. what has paft in my adminiftraiion. 

M Notfo: (fays the Edinburgh Magaune^ Nov. 17S6.) f<jf«J roeuni 
here artful devices , deceitful contrivances Tours de fajfe.faje , in 
French, are tricks of jugglery. " Steivens. 
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Duke. Come hither, Mariana: — 

Say, waft thou e'er conti acted to his woman ? 
Anc. 1 was, my lord. 

Duke. Go take her hence , and marry her in- 
ftantly. — 

Do you the office, friar; which confummate, 7 
Return him here again : — Go with him, Provoft. 

[Exeunt Angelo, Mariana, Peter, and Provoft. 

Escal. Mv lord, I am more amaz'd at his dif- 
honour, 
Than at the l\ran<renefs of it. 

DUKE. Come hither, Ifabcl : 

Your friar is now your prince: As 1 was then 
Advertifing, and holy 8 to your bufincfs. 
Not changing heart with habit, 1 am dill 
Attorney'd at your fcrvicc. 

Isab. O, give me pardon, 

That I, your vafTal, have employ'd and pain'd 
Your unknown fovereigruy. 

DuK£. You, arc pardon' d Ifabel : 

And now, dear maid, be you as free to us.' 
Your brother's death, 1 know, fits at your heart ; 
And you may marvel, why I obfeur'd myfeif, 
Labouring to fave his life; and would not rather 
Make raih remonftrancc of my hidden power,* 
Than let him fo be loft : O, moil kind maid, 
It was the fwift celerity of his death. 
Which I did think with {lower fool came on, 

7 . which confummate,] i. c. which being roofurnmateit. 

M ALONE. 

* Adveriifwtr, end holy — ] At'rntivc and faithful. JOHNSON. 

9 be ycu as free to ui. j Be .*» gtntroui to ul ; p-udoa us as 

we have pardoned you. Johnson. v 

* Mail rafli rfmotijranct of my kiddin power. ] That is, a pit- 
VUttVti dijkovery oj it. M. MASON. 
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ThatWain'd my purpofc : * But, peace be with him 
That life is better life, pafl fearing death, 
Than that which lives to fear: make it your com- 
fort, 

So happy is your brother. 

Re-enter Angelo, Mariana, Peter, Provofl. 

Isar. I do , my lord. 

Duke. For this new-married man, approaching 
here, 

Whofc fait imagination yet hath wrong'd 

Your well-defended honour, vou mull pardon 

For Mariana's lake : but as he adjudged your brother, 

(Being criminal, in double violat'On 

Of facred chaRity, and of promife-breach, 1 

Thereon dependant, for your brother s life,) 

r l he very mercy of the law cries out 

Moll audible, even from his proper tongue, 4 

An Angelo for Claudio, death for death. , 

Hafle hill pays hade, and leifurc anfwers leifure ; 

* That brain'd my fvrfaft:] We now ufc in converfation alike 
phrafe: This it uaj that knotted my dej\gn on tht head. Dr. War- 
buuo-i reads: 

— bancd my purp$fe. Johnson. 

' arni i f ho>T ft -breach, j Our author ought to have 

wriucn. — " in doub.c v.olauon of facrcd chaftity, and of promiji^" 
initcad of — proruifc ' m *. Sir T. Hanmer reads — and in prornile- 
breach ; but change is cctuu.lv beie improper, ShaMpcarc having 
many fitniL.r itiaccura< ies. Double indeed may refer to Ancelo's 
conducl to Mariana and Ifabel ; yet it* 1 1 fome difficulty will re- 
main : for tben he will be faid to be m criminal [inllead ox guilty \ oj 
piomife-brcach. " Malone. 

4 even from kn proper tongue, ] Even from Angclo's turn 

lungue. So, above : 

" In the witnefs of his proper ear 
» To c-h vnlain. " Johnson. 
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Like doth quit like, and Me/if are flill for McaJurcS 
Then, Angclo, thy fault's thus manifefled ; 
Which though thou would'll deny, denies thee van- 
tage : ' 

We do condemn thee to the very block 

Where Claudio ftoop'd to death , and with like 

hade : — 
Awav with him. 

Mart. O, my mod gracious lord, 

I hope you will not mock me with a hufband ! 

DuKb. It is your hufband mock'd you with a 
hufband: 

Con fen ting to the fafeguard of your honour, 
1 thought your maninge fit ; clfe imputation ; 
For that he knew you, might reproach your life. 
And choke your good to come : for his polTeihons, 
Although by confifcation tjicy are ours, 7 

* Veafure Jill for Mcafure. ] So, in the Third Part of 

K. Henry VI : 

" Mea/ure for Meafure rnuft be anfwered. " Stievcns. 

SHjkfpcarc might have lemembeied thefe lines in A Wining for 
Jairr H omen % a tragedy, 1 3^9 (but apparently wiiuen fome yearf 
before ) : 

M The trial now remains, at Ih.Jl conclude 

m Mea/ure for Mea/ure, and loft blood for blood." MALONE. 

* denies thee vantage: ] Takes from thee all opportunity, 

all expedient of denial. W arbl'R/i on. 

Wh\tK though thou would' Jl deiii, denies thee vantage : ! The denial 
of which " ill avail thee nothing. So, in The Winter's Tale : 

41 Which to denv, concerns moie than avails. " Malone. 

7 Although by connfeation they are eurs,] This reading was fur- 
nifhed by the editor of the fecond (olio. The original copy has 
confutation, which mav be right: — by his being confuted, or proved 
guilu of the fad which he ha. I denied. I bis however being rather 
hailh . I have followed all the modern editors in adopting the 
emendation that has been made. Malo.se. 

I cannot think it even pojjible that confutation fhould be the true 
reading. But the value of the fecond folio, it fecms, muA on all 
occasions be difputed. Sieivins. 
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We do inflate and widow you withal, 
1 o buy you a better hufband. 

Mark O, my dear lord, 

I crave no other, nor no better man, 

Duke. Never crave him : wc arc definitive. 

Mari. Gentle, my liege, — [Kneeling, 

Duke. You do but lofe your labour: 

Away with him to death. — Now, fir, [To Lucio.] 
to you. 

Mari. O, my good lord ! — Sweet Ifabel, take my 

part ; 

1 end me your knees, and all my life to come . 
I'll lend you , all my life to do you fervice. 

Duke. Aaginfi all fenfe you do importune her 
Should' flic kneel down, in mercy of this fad, 
Her brother's ghofl his paved bed would break , 
And take her hence in horror. 

Mari. Ifabel, 
Sweet Ifabel, do yet but kneel by me ; 
Mold up your hands, fay nothing, Til fpeak all. 
They fay, befl men are moulded out of faults; 
And, for the mofl. become much more the better 
For being a little bad : fo may my hufband. 
O, Ifabel! will you not lend a knee? 

Duke. He dies for Ciaudio's death. 

Isab. Moll bounteous fir, 

[Kneeling. 

Look, if it pleafe you. on this man condemn'd, 

* AgtinJ it! fenfejeu do importune ktr : j The meaning rcquiied 
is, ayaitiR all ic.Won and natuia! arteflion; Shakfpeaie, therefore, 
ju.ii ioufiv ufei a finale word that implies both; Jtnjt Jigaifying 
Loiii reafaa and atledion. Johnson. 

ILc lame expreffion occuri in The Temfrjl, AQ II : 
11 You oam thefe words into my eats, a gain ft 
" The floniach of my Jenft. Stkivimi. 
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As if my brother, Hv'd: I partly think, 
A due fmcerity governed his deeds, 
Till he did look on me; 9 fincc it is f o , 
Let him not die : My brother had but juflice, 
In that he did the thing for which he died : 
For Angelo , 

His ail did not o'crtake his bad intent ; a 
And mud be buried but as an intent 
ThatpcriuYd by the way: 1 thoughts are no fubjccls; 
Intents but merely thoughts. 

9 Till he did look on me ; ] The Duke has juftly obferved , that 
Ifabel is importuned againjt all Jenje to folic it for Angelo, yel here 
agawjl all Jtvje (he (oliciis for him. Her argument is extraordinary : 

A due Jincerity govern d his deeds 

Till he did look on me : Jmct it is Jo, 

Let him not die. 

That Angelo had committed all the crimes charged again ft him, 
as far as he could commit them, is evident. The only intent which 
his afi did not overta e, was the dehleuicnt of Ifabel. Of this 
Angelo was only intentionally guilty. 

Augelo s crimes were fuch , as mufl fufhciently juflify punifh- 
rnent. whether its cud be' to fecure the innocent from wrong, or 
to deter guilt by example ; and I believe every reader feels fome 
indignation when he finds him fpated. From what extenuation of 
his crime, can Habcl , who yet fuppofes her brother dead, form 
any plea iu his favour? Since he was %ood till he looked on me % let 
kirn not die. I am airaid our varlei poet intended to inculcate, that 
women think ill of nothing that raifes the credit of their beauty, 
and aie ready, however virtuous, to pardon auy act which they 
think incited by their own chaims. Johnson. 

It is evident that Ifabella condefcends to Mariana's importunate 
foltciiatioo, with great reluaance. Bad as her argument might be, 
it is the beft that the guilt of Angelo would admit. The facrihee 
that fhe makes oF her revenge 10 her friendfhip, fcarcely merits 10 
be confidercd in fo harfh a light. Ritson. 

» His ad did not o'ertakc kit tad v.!ent; ) So, in Macbeth: 
" The*- Highly purpofe never is o'ertook, 
" Unlefs the deed go with it. " Steivens. 

J buried but as an intent 

that perifh'd bv the way : ] i. e. like the traveller, who dies on 
his journey, is obfeurcly interred, and thought of no more: 
Ilium expirantem ._ W 

Obliti ignoto camporum in pulvtre Unquunt. Stievins. 
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MARK Merely, my lord. 

Duke. Your full's unprofitable; (land up, 1 fay. — 

I have bethought me of another fault: 

Provofl, how came it , Claudio was beheaded 
At an unufual hour? 

Prov. It was commanded fo. 

Duke. Had you a fpecial warrant for the deed? 

Prov. No, my good lord ; it was by private mef- 
fage. 

Duke. For which I do difcharge you of your 
office : 
Give up your keys. 

Prov. Pardon me, noble lord: 

I thought it was a fault, but knew it not; 
Yet did repent me, after more advice : 5 
For teflimony whereof, ohe in the prifon, 
That (hould by private order elfe have died, 
1 have refer/ d alive. 

* 

Duke. ' What's he? 

Prov. His name is Barnardine. 

_ Duke. 1 wsuld thou had'fl done fo by Claudio. — 
Go, fetch him hither; let me look upon him. 

[Exit Provoft. 

Escal. I am forry, one fo learned and fo wife 
As you, lord Angelo, have frill appcarM, 
Should Hip fo grofsly , both in -the heat of blood, 
And lack of temper d judgement afterward. 

ANG. I am forry , that fuch forrow I procure : 
And fo deep flicks it in my penitent heart, 
That I crave death more willingly than mercy; 

Tis my deferving, and I do entreat it. 

i 

' after more advice: ] i. e. after more mature confederation. 

So, in Titus Atdrcnuus: n 

14 The Greeks, upon adv'ut y did bury Ajax. " Stkevens. 
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Rc-cnlcr Provoft, Barnardine, Claudio, and 

Juliet. 

Duke. Which is that Barnardine? 
Prov. This , my lord, 

Duke. There was a friar told me of this man : — 
Sirrah, thou art faid to have a ftubborn foul, 
That apprehends no further than this world, 
And fquar'ft thy life according. Thou rt con- 
demn'd ; 

But, for thofe earthly faults, 4 I quit them ail; 
And pray thee, take this mercy to provide 
For better times to come: — Friar, advife him ; 
I leave him to your hand. — What muffled fellow's 
that? 

Prov. This is another prifoncr, that I favM, 
That fhould have died when Claudio loft his head: 
As like almoft to Claudio, as himfelf. 

[Unmujjles Claudio. 

Dukl. If he be like your brother, [To Isabella.] 
for his fake x 
Is he pardon'd ; And, for your lovely fake, 
Give me your hand, and fav vou will be mine. 
He is my brother too : But fitter time for that. 
By this, lord Angelo perceives he's fafe ; 5 
Me thinks, I fee a quick'ning in his eye: — 
Well, Angelo, your evil quits you well: 6 

fe-r thofe earthly fsulls, ] Thy faults, fo far as they ar« 



punifhable on earth , fo far as they arc cognifable by temporal 
power, I forgive. Johnson. 

1 perceives ke's fafe;] It is fomewhat ftrangc that Ifabel 

is not made to exprefs cither gratitude, woudcr, or joy, at the light 
of her brother. Johnson. 

6 your evil quits yo* well:] Quits you , retoropenfes , re- 
quites you. Johnson. 

Vol. VI. P N 
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Look that you love your wife ; 7 her worth , worth 

yours. 1 — 
I find an apt rcmiflion in myfelf: 
And yet here's one in place I cannot pardon;' — • 
You, lirrah, [T'oLuciO.] that knew me for a fool, 

a coward , 

One all of luxury, * an afs , a madman ; 
Wherein have I fo deferved of you , 
That you extol me thus? 

Lucio. 'Faith, my lord, I fpoke it but according 
to the trick : 3 If you will hang me for it, you may, 

1 Look, that you love your wife;] So, in Promote &c. 

" Be loving to good Caflandra, thy wife. " SrsiVEKS. 

t her worthy worth yours. ] Sir T. Hanmer reads, 

Hrr worth works yours. 
This reading is adopted by Dr. Warburton, but for what reafon * 
How does her worth work Angela's worth t it has only contributed 
to work his pardon. The words are, as they are too frequently, 
an affeded gingle ; but the fenfe is plain. Her worth, worth yours ; 
that is, her value is equal to youi value, the match is not unworthy 
of you. Johnson. 

1 here's one in place J cannot pardon;] The Duke only meant 

to frighten Lucio , whofe final fentence is to marry the woman 
whom he had wronged, on which ill his other puniihments are 
remitted. Steevens. 

* One alt of luxury, ] Luxury meant incontinence. So, in King 
Lear : 

" To't, luxury, pellmell, for I lack foldiers. " 

Stefvens. 

1 according to the trick: ] To my cuflom , my habitual 

practice. Johnson. 

Lucio does not fay my trick, but the trick; nor does he mean 
to excufe himfelf by faying that he fpoke according to his ulual 
practice, for that would be an aggravation to his guilt, but accord, 
ing to the trick r.ncl practice of the times. It was probablv then 
the practice, as it is at this day, for the diffipalcd aud proBigate, 
to ridicule aud (lander perfons in high ftation , or of fupcrior 
virtue. M. NUson. 

" According to the trick, is, according to the fafhion of thoughilef* 
youth. So, in Love's Labour's LoJ: 44 yet 1 have a trick of 
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but I had rather it would pleafc you , I might b$ 
whip'd. 

Duke. Whip'd hid, fir, and hangd after. — ■ 
Proclaim it, piovoft, round about the city; 
It anv woman's wronti'd bv 4 this lewd fellow, 
(As I have heard him hvear himlelf there's one 
Whom he begot wii!i child,) let her appear, 
And he fhall marry her: the nuptial finifh'd, 
Le him be whip'd and hang'd. 

L:jcio. 1 befecch your highnefs, do not marry me 
to a whore! Your highnefs laid even now, I made 
you a duke ; good niy lord, do not recorapence me, 
in making me a cuckold. 

Duke. Upon mine honour, thou (halt marry her. 
Thy (landers 1 forgive ; and therewithal 
Remit thy other forfeits: 4 — Take him to prifon : 
And lee ourplcafure herein executed. 

Lucio. Marrying a punk, rny lord, is prcfling to 
death, whipping, and hanging. 

Duke. Sland'ring a prince deferves it. 
She, Clandio, that you wrong'd, look you reftore.*** 
Joy to you, Mariana! — love her, Angclo ; 
1 have confefs'd her, and I know her virtue. — ' 

the old rage. " Again, in a collection of epigrams, entitled Wit's 
btdlam, printed about the year 160: 

» Carnus rails lechery a trick of youth; 

44 So he grows old ; but this trick hurts his growth. " 

Malonk. 

4 . thy othiT forfeits:] Thy* other punilhments. 

Johnson. 

To forfeit anciently fignified to commit a carnal offence. So, in The 
H'lforj of Htljas , K'.iqkt of the Swartne, b. 1. no date : « — to 
afhime by an untrue kuight, that the noble queen Beatrice hid 
jorfaytei with a doggc. " Ag.iiu, in the I8th Pageant of the 
Coventry Colleaion of Myftencs, the Virgin Mary tells jofeph: 

14 I dede nevvr forjele with inaq 1 wys. " 
MS. Cott. Vefp. D.'vir. SrmviAS. 

P * 

■ 



si 3 MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

Thanks , good friend Efcalus , for thy much good- 

ncfs : s 

There's more behind, that is more gratulatc. 6 — 
Thanks, Provoft, for thy care, and fecrecy ; 
We {hall employ thee in a worthier place: — 
Forgive him, Angelo, that brought you home 

* Thank, good friend Efcalus , for thy much goodnefs : ) 1 have 
always thought thai there is great confufion in this concluding 
fpeeth. If my criticifm would not be cenfured as too licentious, 
1 ihould regulate it thus : 

Thar.ts, good friend EfcaliLS, for thy muck geodtffs, 

Thanki, ProvoJ, for thy cut and fecrecy; 

he Jhall employ thee in a worthier place, 

Forgive him, Angelo* that brought you home 

The heed of Ragczir.e for Claudia's. 

Ang. The tffnice pardons itftlf. 

Duke. There's more behind 

That is more gratulate. Dear Ifabel, 

I have a motion. &:c. loHNSON. 

... * 

* that ii more gratuUte. ] i. c. to be more rejoiced in; mean- 
ion, 1 fuppofe, that there is another world, where he will hnd yet. 
gTcater reafon to rejoice in confequeoce of his uptight minittry. 
Efcalus is reprefentcd as an ancictit nobleman, who, in conjunction 
with Angelo , had reached the higbeft ofhee of the ftate. He 
therefore could not be fufficicntly rewarded here ; but is ncceffariiy 
referred to a future and more exalted rec«mpenfe.- 

Stkevens. 

I cannot approve of Stecven's explanation of this paflage, which 
is very far-fetched indeed. The Duke gives Efcalus thanks for 
his much goodnefs, but tells hiru that he had fome other reward 
in flore for him, more acceptable than thanks; which agrees with 
what he faid befoie, in the beginning of this aft: 
** — — we hear 

" Sucli goodnefs of your juflice, that our foul 

Cannot but yield you forth to public tbauki, 
" l ore-running more requital. " M. MasON. 

Heywood alfo in his. Apology for ABors^ i6i», ufes to gratulate, 
in the fenfe of to reward. *« I could not chtife but gratilate your 
houelt endeavours with this remembrance. " Malone. 

Mi. M. Mafon's explanation may be right; but he forgets that 
the fpeech he brings in fupport of it, was delivered before the 
denouement of the fecne, and was, at that moment, as much 
adurcllcd to Angtlg a* to Efclus ; .md f©r Avgtlt the Duke had 
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The head of Ragozine forClaudio s ; 

The offence pardons itfclf. — Dear Ifabel, 

I have a motion much imports your good; 

Whereto if you il a willing ear incline , 

What's mine is yours, and what is yours is mine : — 

So, bring us to our palace; where we'll fhow 

W'hat's yet behind, that's meet you allfhould know. 

[Exeunt. 7 

certainly no reward or honours, in ftore. — Befidei, I cannot but 
regard the word— rtq uital as an interpolation, becaufe it deftroys the 
rneafure, without improvement of the fenfe. Forerunning more," 
therefore, would only fignify — preceding further thanks. SrseVtNS. 

7 I cannot help taking notice with how much judgement Shak- 
fpeare has given turns to this ftory from what he found it in 
Cynthio Giraldi's novel. In the fir ft place, the brother is there 
actually executed, and the govcrnour fends his head in a bravado 
to the filler, after he had debauched her on promifc of marriage: 
a circuroftance of too much horror and villainy for ihc fta;e. 
And, in the next place, the filler afterwards is, to folder tip her 
difgrace, married to the governour, and beg* his life of the cm- 
perour, though he bad unjuhiy been the death of her brother. 
Both which abfurdiiies the poet has avoided by the epifode of 
Mariana , a creature purely of his own invention. The Duke's 
remaining incognito at home to fupervife the condud of his deputy, 
is alfo entirely our author's hdion. 

This ftory was attempted for the fcene before our author was 
fourteen years old , by one George Whetftone , in Two Comical 
Difcourjts, as they are called, containing the right excellent and 
famous hiftory of Promos and Caflandra, printed with the black 
letter, i5;8. The author going that year with Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert to Norimbcga, left them with his friends to publifh. 

Theobald. 

The novel of Cynthio Giraldi, from which Shakfpeare is fup- 
pofed to have borrowed this fable , may be read in Shakffpta*e 
illujratrd, elegantly tranfJated, with remarks which will afiift the 
enquirer to difcover how much abfurdity Shakfpeare has admitted 
or avoided. 

I cannot but fufpect that fome other had new-modelled the novel 
of Cynthio, or written a ftory which in fome particulars refembled 
it, and that Cynthio was not the author whom Shakfpeare im- 
mediately followed. The Emperor iu Cynthio is named Maximinc; 
the Duke, in Shakfpcare's enumeration of the pcrfons of the drama, 
is called Vinceotio. This appears a very flight remark.; but lmce 
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the Duke has no name in the play, nor is ever mentioned bwt by 
Ins title, why Ihouhi he Le called Vinceutio among the prrfont, 
but becaufe the name was iopied lrom the flory, and placed fuper- 
iiuouilv ai die hiad ol the lift by the meic habit of trjimription? 
It is ihciclorc likely that there was then a ftory of Vincentio 
Duke ol Vienna, uifierent fiom that ot Max. mine Euip'eior of the 
Romans. 

Ot this play the light or comic part is very natural and pleafing, 
but she g .avc Icenes, if a few pjftj 0 e^ be ocented, have more 
labour ihan elegance. r fhc plot is rat ier intricate than artful. 
The time of the -cton is Indefinite ; fon»€ time, we know not how 
much, iiiufl have clapfed between the iccels of the Duke and the 
impiifonracnt of Claudia ; fo< he mufi have learned the ftory of 
Mariana in hit difguife, 01 he delegated his power to a man already 
known to be co ruptcd. The uui.ics ol aaion and p'aic ate 
furhciendy picicrved. Johnson. 

The duke piobably had learnt the ftory of Mariana in Tome of 
hil lormer retirements, u having ever loved the life remove;!.** 
(P.i e 2<j) 11 And he bad a fufpuion that Angclo was but a Jumrr % 
(page 33) aud thcieforc he flays to Watch him. " Buackstoki. 

Tlie Fable of Wheiftone's Promts aid Cajfar.dra, ibyS. 

" The Argument of the whole IhjUr)." 

11 In the cyttie of Julio (fometimcs under the dominion of 
Corvi^us kynge of Hu»j>/iiit and Hnkemia, ) there was a law, that 
what man to ever committed adultery fhouM lofe bis head, and the 
•woman offender fhould wcare fomc difguifed apparel, during her 
lsfe, to make her infamoufly noted. 1 his feveic lawe , b? the 
favour of fomc mercilull tnat,iftrate, became little te^arded, untill 
the time of lord Prcmos' a\t&ority ; who convicting a young gentle- 
man named Andrvgio of incontinency , condemned both him and 
his minion to the execution of this ftatute. Andrugio had a very 
virtuous and beautiful gentlewoman to his filler, named Cajfandra : 
Cajfandra , to eularge her brother's life, lubmittcd an humble 
petition to the loid P'Oir.os: Picrr.ns regarding her good beha- 
viours, and lantafying hrr great bcr.wtic, was much delighted 
wiili tlie fwcete order of her talke ; anil doyng good, that cvill 
might come thereof, for a time he rcpryved her brother: but 
vicked man, tourning his liking into unlawful! luft, he fet downc 
the fpoile of her honor, raunfomt for her brother's life: chafte 
C*ffkndrm t abhorring both him and his fuic, bv no perfuahon 
•would yeald to this raunfome. But in fine, wonne by the irn- 
poitunityc of hir brother (pleading for life), upon thefe conditions 
fhe agreed to Promos. Firft, that he ihouM pardon her brother, 
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and after marry her. Promos, as fearelcs in promifTe, at carelefle 
In performance, with follcmnc vowe fygncd her conditions 5 but 
WOrfc then any infydcll, his will fatifslyed, he performed neither 
the one nor the oilier: for to keepe his audorilye unfpottcd with 
favour, and to prevent Caffandra's clamors, he commanded the 
gayler fecretly, to prefent Cafandra with her brother's head. 
The gayler, [ touched ] with the outcryes of Andiugio, (abhorryng 
Ptomos' IcwJenes) by the providence of God provided tfius for 
his ftfety. He prefented Cajfandra with a felon's head newlic 
executed} who knew it not, being mangled, from her brother's 
(who was fet at libertie by the gayler). [She J was fo agrccved 
at this ticchcryc, that, at the point to kyl her fclf, fhe fpared 
that flroke, to be avenged of Promos: and deviling a way, fhe 
concluded, to make her fortunes knowne unto the kinge. She, 
executing this refolution , was fo highly favoured of the king, 
that forthwith he hnfted to do juftue on Promos : whofe judgment 
was, to marry Cajfandra , to repaire her crafed honour; which 
dome, for his hainous offence , he fhould lofc his head. This 
marvage folempnifed , Cajj'andra tycd in the greatefl bondes of 
alicaion to her hufband, became an rarucft luter for his life: the 
kingc, tendringe the gcnerall benefit of the comon wcale before 
her fpecial cafe, although he favoured her much, would not 
graunt her fute. Andrugio (difguifed amonge the company) for* 
Towing the griefe of his fitter , bewrayde his fafety , and craved 
pardon. The kinge, to rcnowne the vcrtues of Cajfandra, par- 
doned both him and Promos. The ciicumftances of this rare 
hiflorye, in action livelye foloweth. '' 

Wftetjone, however, has not afforded a very correct analyfis of 
his play, which contains a mixture of comick fecues , between a 
Bawd, a Pimp, Felons, Sec. together with fome lerious fituations 
-which are not defcribed. Ste£V£NS. 

One paragraph of the foregoing narrative being ftrangely con- 
fufed in the old copy, by fomc cartlcflnefs of the printer, 1 have 
endeavoured to redify it, by tranfpofing a few words, and 
adding two others, which are included within crotchets. 

Maloni. 
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* Much ado aioct Nothikc ] The Aory is taken from 

Arinfto, Orl. Fur. B. V. Tope. 

It ii true, at Mr. Pope ha» obfeived, that fomewliat referablin* 
the ftory of this play is to be found in the fifth book of the 
Orlando Furiofo. In Speufer's Faery (Juccn, B. ii. c. iv. as remote 
an original may be traced. A novel, however, Ol BcllrforcR, 
copied fioin another of Bandello, feems to have furnifhed Shnkfpcare 
with his fable, as it approaches nearer in all its particular! to tuc 
play before us, than any other performance known to be extant. 
I have feen fo many verfious from this once popular roUe-tioa, 
that I entertain no doubt but that a great majority en i',c tales 
it comprehends, have made their appearance in an En.lifh d/efs. 
Of that particular ftory which I have juft mentioned, vi/. i e 
1 8th hiflory in the third volume, no translation has. nnneuo been 
m^t with. 

This play was entered at Stationers' Hall, Aug. a3, ifioo. 

STf EVFNl. 

Aiinfto is continually quoted for the fable of Mvck •do about 
Nothiig; but I fufpect yur poet to have been fatisnc I with Vic 
Centura of Turbervillc. 41 The tale (fays Hariu;ton) is a pretic 
comical matter, and hath bin written in Encli/h vcife fame lev 
yean part, learnedly and with good grace, by M. George Turbcvvil." 
Arifljlo, fol. 1S91, p. 3n. Fakmix. 

I fuppofc this comedy to have hem written in 1600, in which 
year it was printed. See An Allrmpt In afceilain th$ Ordtr of 
Shakjptares Pl*)t % Vol. II. MAlomj. , 



Persons reprefentcd . 

> 

Don Pedro, Prince o/Arragon. 
.Daw John, his bajlard brother. 
Ciaudio, a young lord of Florence, favourite to Don 
Pedro. 

Benedick, a young lord of Padua, favoured likewife 

by Don Pedro. 
Leonato, governor of Medina. 
Antonio, his brother. 
Balthazar, fervant to Don Pedro. 

ConradT ^ f°^ owers °f Don John. 

A Sexton: 
A Friar. 
A Boy. 

Hero, daughter to Leonato. 
Beatrice, niece to Leonato. 

UrTuU^ ^ gentlewomen attending on Hero. 

Mejfcngcrs, Watch, and Attendants. 
SCENE, Meffina. 
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A C T I. SCENE I 

Before Leo nato's Houje. 

Enter Leonato, Hero, * Beatrice, and Others, 

with a Meflenger. 

Leon. I learn in this letter, that Don Pedro of 
Arragon comes this night to Meflina. 

Mess. He is very near by this ; he was not three 
leagues off when I left him. 

Leon. How many gentlemen have you loft in 
this a£lion? 

i 

* Inntgen, ( the mother of Hero,) in the old quarto that I have 
feen of this play, printed in 1600, is mentioned to euter in two 
fevcral fcencs. The fucceediug editions have all coutinucd her 
r.ame in the Dramatis Peifonx. But I have ventured to expunge 
it; there being no mention of her through the play, no one fpecch 
addrefs'd to her, nor one fvllable fpokco by her. Neither is there 
any one paflage, from which we have any rcafon to determine that 
Hero's mo:her was living. It fecms as if the poet had in his 
firft plan defigned fuch a character: which, on a furvcy of.it, he 
found would be fuperfluous; and therefore he left it out. 

Theobald. 

The name of Hcro'i mother occurs alfo in the firft folio. » Enter 
Leonato governor of Meffuu, lnnogm kit wife," fcc. Stievens. 
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Mess. But few of any fort, 1 and none of name. 

Li on. A viclory is twice itfelf, when the atchievcr 
brings home full numbers. 1 find here, that Don 
Pedro hath bellowed much honour on a young 
Florentine, called Claudio. 

Mrs 4 ;. Much defeivcd on his part, and equally 
remembered by Don Pedro: He hath borne him- 
felf beyond the promife of his age ; doing, in the 
figure of a lamb, the feats of a lion : he hath, .in- 
deed, better bettered expectation, than you mud 
expeel of me to tell you how. 

Leon. He hath an uncle here in Meflina will be 
vciy much glad of it. 

Mlss. I have already delivered him letters, and 
there appears much joy in him; even fo much, 
that joy could not Ihow itfelf modcft enough, 
without a badge of bitternefs. 4 

1 — — of aiy Tort, ] Sort is rank, diftinclion. So, iu Chapman's 
verhon of ihc ibtb Book of Homer's Odjjfry: 

" A fhip, and in her many a man of fori." > 

I incline, however, to Mr. If. Mafon's cafier explanation. Of 
anv fort, fays he, meaus of any kind whatfoevcr. lktre were but 
Jew killed of aij kind, and none of rank. Steevens. 

* . joy could not Jhow itft!f modcft enough , without a badge 
of bitlemtjs. ] This is judiciouily expreffed.* Of all the tranfporti 
of joy, thai which is attended with tears is leaft offenfive \ becaufe, 
carrying with it this niaik of pain, it allavs the envy that ufually 
attends another'** happiuefs. This he finely calls a mcdej joy, fuch 
a one us did not infult the obfetver by an iudicatiou of happincb 
unmixed with pain. Wakblrton. 

A fomewhat fimilar expieflion occurs iu Chapman's vcrlion of the 
xoth Book of the Odyfey : 

i4 our evo wore 

" The fame wet badge of weak humanity. " 
This is an idea which Sh.ikfpearc feems to have been delighted 
to introduce. It occurs again in Macbeth: 
" my plenteous joy*, 

** Wanton in fulloefs, feck to hide themfclves 
11 In drops of fortow. " 
A badge being the diftinguilhing nark worn in our author's time 
\>% the fervauu of noblemen, !cc. on the ileeve of their liveries, with 
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Leon. Did he break out into tears ? 
MESS; In 'ireat mcafure. * 

I.eon. A kind overflow of kindnefs : There are 
no faces truer 6 than thofe that are fo wafhed. How 
much better is it to N weep at joy, than to joy at 
weeping? 

Beat. I pray you, is fignior Montanto returned T 
from the wars, or no ? 

Mess. 1 know none of that name, lady; there 
was none fuch in the army of any fort. 1 

Leon. What is he that you afk for,' niece? 

I lERO.My coufin means fignior Benedick of Padua. 

Mess. O, he is returned; and as plcafant as ever 
he was. , v 

Beat. He fet up his bills here in Mefllna, * and 

ltis ufual licence he employs the word to fignify a mark or token in 
general. So, in Macbeth: 

» Their hands and faces wctc all badg'd with blood." Malone. 

* In great meafure. ] i. e. in abundance. Steevens. 

* no faces truer ] That is, none honejer , none t»or< 

Jincere. JOHNSON. ( 

7 — is Jignior Montanto returned — ] Montante, in Spanifh, is 
a huge tv>o-handed fxaord, [ a title ] given, with much humour, to 
one [whom] the fpeakcr would reprefent as a boafter or b»avado. 

Warburton. 

Montanto was one of the ancient terms of the fencing-frhool. 
So, in Every Man in his Humour: " ■ your punto, your rcverfo, 
your ftoccau, your imbrocata, your paflada, your montanto," Sec 
Again, in The Mnry Wives of Windfor; 

m . thy reverfe, thy diftance, thy montint. " Stiivens. 

S — — there was none fuch in the army of any fort. ] Not meaning 
there was none fuch of any order or degree whatever, but that thcic 
was none fuch of any quality ubove the common. Warblrton. 

H9 He fet up Ms bills, kc. ] So, in B.Jonfon's Every Man out cf '.is 
ttmour, Shift fays : 

M This is rare, I have fet up my bills without difcovcry. "' 
Again, in Swetn.iu Artai^nd. lG'jo : 

► " I have bought loilf already, fet up bills, 
»• Hung up my .two-hand fword," it. 
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challenged Cupid at the flight:' and my uncle's 
fool, reading the challenge, fubferibed for Cupid, 

Again, in Nam's Havt with you to Saffron Walden % Sec. rf*j6: 

*i ■ Jetting vp bills , like a bearward or fencer, what fights 
we fhall have, and what weapons fhc will meet me at." 

The following account cjl one of thefe challenges, taken from 
«n ancient MS. of which further mention is made in a note on 
The Merry Wives oj Wind/or , AS I. fc. i. may not be unac- 
ceptable to the inquifuive reader. lt Item a challenge playilc 
before the King's majeflic (Edward VI.) at Weftmiufter, by three 
rnaifters, Willyam Pafcall, Robert Giecue, and W. Browne, at 
feven kynde of weapons. That is to fayc, the axe, the pike, the 
rapier and target, the rapier and cloke, and with two fwords, 
agaynft all alycns and ftrangcrs being borne without the King'* 
dominions, of what countric fo ever he or they were, geving thcra 
•warniuge by theyr hills Jet up by the three maifters, the fpacc of 
eight weeks before the fayd challenge was playde; and it was 
holdeu four feverall Sundaycs one alter another. " It appears from 
the fame work, that all challenges *• to any maiftcr within the 
realme of Englaude being an Englifhc man," were againft the 
statutes of the " Noble fcience of Drfcncc. " 

Beatrice means, that Benedick publilhed a general challenge, 
like a prize-fighter. Steevens. 

9 challenged Cupid at tkt flight:] Flight (as Mr. Douce 

obferves to me) does not here mean an arrow, but a fort of fhooting 
called roving, or fhooting at lon'4 lengths. The arrows ufed at 
this fport are called jfigAl-arrowt ; as were thofe ufed in battle for 
great diftanccs. So, in Beaumont and Fletcher's Jionduc* : 

»« not the quick rack fwiftcr; 

«« The virgin from the hated ravilher 

»« Not half fo fearful : not a jiight drawn home, 

" A round ftonc from a fling* 

Again, in A Woman kill' d with Kindnejs, 1617: 

" We have tied our geldings to a tree, two jlight-Jhot off.*' 
Again, in Middleton's Game of Chjs : 

** Who, as they fay, uifcharg'd it like a flight. " 
Again, in The Entertainment at Caufeme Houje, kc. 1617: 

ti it being from the p.irk uboul two jiight-jliots in length. " 

Again, in The Civil Wars of Daniel, B. VIII. it. »5: 
* l and affign'd 

" The archers their Jligkt-(h&hi to (hoot away; 

** Which th' adverfc iide '^with jlcet and dimncfi. blind, 

n MilUken in the aifiaucc of the way,) 

s* Atlfwer with their Jheaf-anowh, that came fhort 

» Of tu«ir intended aim, and uid uo hurt. " 
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and challenged him at the bird-bolt. * — I pray you, 
how many hath he killed and eaten in thele wars? 



Holinfhed makes the fame diftinfiion in his account of the fame 
occurrence, aud adds, that ihcfe Jlighli were provided on purpofc. 
Al,. m, in Holiuihol, p. 649: " He caufed the foldiers to lhoot 
their Jiieht\ towards the lord Audlics company." 

Mr. J ollct obferves, that the length of a jlight-Jhot feems afcer-. 
taiued by a pallage in Lcland's itinerary, 1769, Vol. IV. p. 44 : 
44 The pallage into it at ful fe is a JlUr-Jliot over, as much as the 
Tamife is above the bridge," — It were eafy to kuovr the length 
of London. bridge , and Stowe's Survey may inform the curious 
rca«ler whether the river has been narrowed by embanking lince 
the days of Leland. 

Mr. Douce, however, otferves, that as the length of the fhot 
depended on the Itresuth and (kill of the archer, nothing can with 
Certainty be determined by the pasTage quoted from Leland. 

Steevens. 

The fiight was an arrow of a particular kind : — In the Harleian 
Catalogue of VISS. Vol. I. n. 69. is 44 a challenge of the lady 
Maitt'i fcrvants to all comers, to be performed at Greenwiche — to 
fhoot (tandait arrow, or Jiighl." I find the title-page of an old 
pamphlet ftill more explicit — 44 A new pojl — a matke exceeding 
ncvefl.iry for all men's arrows: whether the great man's jifi^/, the 
gallant's rover, the wife man's pricke-Jhajt , the poor man's but- 
Jliajt, or the fool's bird-bolt." Farmer. 

* at the bird-boll. ] The bird-bolt is a short thick arrow/ 

without a point, and (preading at the extremity fo much , as to 
leave a flat furface, about the breadth of a (hilling. Such are to 
this day in ufe to kill rooks with, and are (hot from a crofs- 
bow. So, in MarHon's What You Will, 1607 : 

" ignorance should (hoot 

, 44 His grofs-knobb'd bird-bolt 
Again, iu Love in a Maze, 16S2: 
tk ■ Cupid, 
44 Pox of his bird-hit! Venus, 
44 Speak to thy boy to fetch his arrow back, 
44 Or ftrike her with a jharp one! " Stelvens. 

The meaning of the whole is — Benedick, from a vain conceit or 
his influence over women, challenged Cupid at roving (a particular 
kind of archery, in which y/i£A/-arrows arc ufed.) In other words, 
he challenged hi'ja to Jliojt at hearts. The fool, to ridicule this 
piece of vanity, in his tuin challenged Benedick to (hoot at ciows 
V^ith the crofs-bow and bird-bolt; an inferior kind of archery 

Vol. Vf. O 
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But how many hath he killed? for, indeed, I 
promifed to cat all of his killing. 

Leon. Faith, niece, you tax fignior Benedick too 
much; but he'll be meet with you,* I doubt ii 
not. 

Mess. He hath done good fervice, lady, in thefe 
wars. 

Beat. You had mufty victual, and he hath holp 
to cat it : he is a very valiant trencher- man, he hath 
an excellent flomach. 

Mess. And a good foldier too, lady. 

Beat. And a good foldier to a lady; Bui 
what is he to a lord? 

Mess. A lord to a lord, a man to a man ; ftulled 
with all honourable virtues. 5 

Beat. It is fo, indeed ; he is no lefs than a fluffed 
man : but for the (luffing, — Well, wcarc all mortal/ 

tifed by Fools, who , for obvious reafons, were not permitted to 
fhoot with pointed arrows: Whence the proverb — »* A fool $ Loll 
is foon fhot. " Douce, 

* - it'll it meet with you, ] This is a very commoo ex- 

preflion in the midland counties, and fignifies it'll it your matik % 
A$'tt it tvtn with you. 

So, in TLXNOTAMIA, by B. Holiday, 1618: 

»« Go meet her, or elfe fhe'U it mttt with me." Steevens. 

1 — fluffed wili all honourailt virluts. ] Staffed, in this firfl 
inftante, has no ridiculous meaning. Mr. Edwards obferves, that 
Mtdt iu his Difcour/ts on Scripture , fpeaking of Adam, fays — 

" he whom God had filled wilh fo many excellent qualities." 

Edwards's MS. * 

Again, iu Tit Winter's Tale : 

" whom you know 

» Ol \ fufd fufficieocy. H 

Un hoinme bien etojfe, fij-uifies, in French, a nan iu good tir- 
tumfances. Steevens. 

4 *' » no left than m fluffed man : but for the fluffing, — Well, 

v$ wt all mortil. ] Mr. Theobald plumed Uimfclf much on the 
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Leon. You mud not, fir, miflake my niece: there 
is a kind of merry war betwixt fiouior Benedick and 
her: they never meet, but there is a fkirmiik of wit 
between them. 

Beat. Alas, he gets nothing by that. In our laft 
conflict, four of his five wits 5 went halting off, and 
now is the whole roan governed with one: fo that 
if he have wit enough to keep himfelf warm, let 
him bear it for a difference between himfelf and his 
horle ; 6 for it is all the wealth that he hath left, to 

• 

pointing of this pafTage ; which, by ihc way, he mi>.ht learu from 
D'Avcnaut: but he fays not a word, nor any one clie thai i know 
of, about the reafon of thjs abruption. The truth is, Beatrice 
llaits an idea at the words Jlvjj 4 man; and prudently checks her- 
i'clf in the purfuit of it. A Jtujf'd man was one of the many cant 
phrafes for a cuckold. In Lily's Midas , we have an inventory of 
Motto's movccblts: »« Item, fays Pctulus, oue pairc of homes in 

the bride-chamber on the bed's head. The beafi's head, obferves 

Licio \ K for Motto is flujj'd in the head , and thefc are among sm- 
tnov cable goods." Farmer. 

' — — for oj his five wits — ] In our author's time wit was the 
gcueral term for intellectual poweis. So, Dati's on the Soul : 
i4 Wit% fceking truth from caufe to caufc afcends, 

41 And never rcfts till it the tail attain; 
»• VVi/7, fceking good, finds many middle ends, 
" But never fUys till it the laft ao gain." 
And, in another part: 

But if a phrenzy do poiTcfs the brain, 
11 It fo diflurbs and blots the forms of things, 
" As faulafy proves altogether vain, 

" And to the wit no true relation brings. 
" Then doth the wit, admitting alt for true, 

14 Build fond conclufions on thofc idle grounds ; " 
The wits fcem to have been reckoned five, by analogy to the 
five fenfes, or the five inlets of ideas. Johnson. 

* if he have wit enough to keep himfelf warm, let him bear 

it fsr a difference, ifc. ] Suth a one hat wit enough to keep himfelf 
varm, u a proverbial expreffion. 

So, in The Wife Woman of Hogfden, i638: •* You are the wife 
woman, are you? and have wit to keep yourfelf worm enough, I 
warrant you." Again, iu Cynthia's Revels, by Bea Joufon: 

Q 2 
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be known a reafonablc creature. — Who is his com- 
panion now? lie hath every month a new fworn 
brother. 6 

Mi- ss. Is it poffjble ? 

Beat. Very eafily polhblc : he wears his faith 7 but 
as the fafliion of his hat , it ever changes with the 
next block. 8 

Mfss. 1 fee, lady, the gentleman is not in your 
books. 9 

m • 

»« your whole fclf cannot but be perfectly wife; for your 

haiuls have wit enough to ktfp tktmj'hes warm." 

To bear any thing lor a Jijrrer.ee, is a tetm in heraldry. So, in 
Hamlet, Ophelia 'fa\ s : 

M you may wear your rue with a difference. " 

SrtEVENS. 

*> fucrn brotkrr.] i. e. one with whom he hath /worn [ as 

was anciently the cuftom among adventurers) to (hare fortunes. 
See Mr. Whalle\'s note on — " we'll be all three /worn-brothers to 
France," in King Henry V. A3 [I. fc. i. Steevens. 

7 he wears his faith — ] Not religious profefTion , but 

frofejjion of friendjliip ; for the fpcaker gives it as the reafou of her 
alking, who was now his companion? that kt had every month a new 

/worn brother. \V ARBt'RTON. 

8 with ike next block. ] A block is the mould on which a 

hat is formed. So, in Decker's Satircmajiix: 

" Of what fJhion is this knight's wit? of what block? 
Sec a note on K. Lear, Aci IV. fc. vi. 

The old writers lomciimcs ufe the word block, for the hat itfclf. 

SrEEVENS. 

' the gentleman is not in your books.] This is a phrafe ufed, 

1 believe, by more lhan underftand it. To le in one's books is to be ir. 
»ne's codicils or will, to be among friends Jet down for legacies. 

Johnson. 

I rather think that the books alluded to, are memorandum-books, 
like the vihting books of the picfeut age. So, in Decker's Honejl 
Whore, Part II. i63o: 

11 I am fure her name was in my table-book once." 

Or, perhaps the allufion is to matriculation at the Univerfity. 
So, in Arijtppus, or The Jovial thdofopher, i63o: 

41 You mud be matriculated, and have your name recorded in 
Albo Acidemia. " 
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Beat. No : an he were, 1 would burn my ftudy. 
But, I pray you, who is his companion ? Is there no 

Again: ct What have you enrolled him in allot Have you 
fully admitted him into tlie focicty? to be a member of the body 

academic f " 

Again : 11 And if I be not entred, and have my name admitted 
into fomc of their books, let, " Sec 

And yet 1 think the following paflage in The Maid's Revenge, 
by Shirley, 1639, will futiicicnily fupport my firft fuppofitiou: 

" Pox of your compliment, you were beft not write in her 
iabU-books. " 

It appeals to have been anciently the cuftom to chronicle the /mall 
leet of every occurrence , whether literary or domeAic , in table- 
books. 

So, in the play laft quoted: 

I " Devolve itlclf! — that word is not in my table-books. " 
Hamlrt l.kewife has, — »• my tables, M &c. 
Again, in The Whore of Bahylcn, 1607: 

44 Campeius! — Babylon 

»« His name hath in hrr tables." 
Again, in Acolajtut, a comedy, 1140: 

44 . We wevl haunlc thee, or fet thy name into our J el oujhip 

bole, with clappynge of handed," &;c. 

I know not cxadly to what cuftom thi* laA quoted paflage 
refers, unlefs to the album : for jurfc after, the funic exprefhon occurs 
again: that 44 — from hcncefoithc thou raay'ft have a place worthy 
for thee in our whytc: from hence thou may'ft have thy name 
written in our boit. " 

It fhould feem from the following pafTa^e in The Taming of m 
Shrew, that this phrafe might have originated irom the Herald's Office: 

»* A herald, Rate! oh, put me in thy books!" 
After all , the following note in one of ihe Harlcian MSS. No. 
847, may be the beft illuftration : \ 
" W. C. to Henry Fradlham, Gent, the owner of this book: 
*« Some write their fantafies in verfe 
" in thfire bookes where they friendfhippe fhewe, 
41 Wherein oft tyraes they doe rehearfe • 
44 The great good will that they do owe," 8cc. Steevens. 

This phrafe has not been exactly interpreted. To be in a mans 
boohs, oiigiually meant to be in the lift of his retainers. Sir John 
Mandcville tells us, 44 alle the mynftrelles that comen before the 
great Chan ben witholdcn with him, as of his houfhold, and entred 
in his bookes, as for his own men. " Farmer. 

A Jnvant and a lover were in Cupid's Vocabulary, fynonyroous. 
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young fquarer* row, that will make a voyage with 
him to the devil? 

Mess. He is mod in the company of the right 
nobic Claudio. 

Beat. 0 Lord! he will hang upon him like a 
^ifeafc: he is fooner caught than the peflilence, and 
the taker runs prefcntly mad. God help the noble 
Ctaudio! if he have caught the Benedick, it will 
coft him a thoufand pound ere he be cured. 
. MESS. 1 will hold friends with you, lady. 

Brat. Do, good friend. 

Leon. You will never run mad, niece. 

Beat. No, not till a hot January. 

Mess. Don Pedro is approach'd. 

Enter Don Pedro, attended by Balthazar and 
others; Donjons, Claudio, and Benedick. 

D. Pedro. Good fignior Lconato, you arc come 
to meet your trouble: the fafliion of the world is 
to avoid coft, and vou encounter it. 

Leon. Never came trouble to my houfe in the 
likenefs of your grace: for trouble being gone, 
comfort lhould remain ; but, when you depart from 
me, forrow abides, and happinefs takes his leave. 

Hence perhapi the phrafe — to be in a per/on s books — wai applied 
equally 10 the lever and the menial attendant. Malone. 

Ti.ere i* a MS. of Lord Burleigh's, in the Marquis of Lanf- 
downe't library, wherein, among many other houfehold concerns, 
he hat entered the names of all his fervants," 8cc. Douce. 

• jbu»» fquarer — ] A Jquarer I take to be a cholerkk, 

quartclfouie fellow , for in this fenfe Shakipeate ufe* the word 
to fqvure. So, in A MiJfummer Night's Dream, it is faid of Oberon 
and litania, that ikey never meet hut they fquare. So the fenfe 
may he, Is there n$ hot-blooded youth that trill keep him company 
throng all his mad pranks? Johnson. 
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D. Pedro. You embrace your charge 1 too wil- 
lingly. — 1 think, this is your daughter. 

Leon. Her mother hath many times told me fo. 
Bexe. Were you in doubt, fir, that you afk'd 

her? 

Leon. Signior Benedick, no ; for then were yoa 
a child. 

D. Pedro. You have it full, Benedick: we may 
guefs by this what you are, being a man. Truly, 
the lady fathers herfclf : — Be happy, lady ! for you 
arc like an honourable father. 

Bene. If fignior Leonato be her father, fhe would 
not have his head oh her flioulders, for all Meflina, 
as like him as {he is. 

Beat. I wonder, that 70U will flill be talking, 
fjgnior Benedick; no body marks you. 

Bene. What, my dear lady Difdain! are you yet 
living? 

Beat. Is it poflible, difdain ihould die, while Hie 
hath fuch meet food to feed it, as fignior Benedick? 4 
Courtcfy itfclf muft convert to difdain, if you come 
in her prefence. 

Bene. Then is courtcfv a turn-coat : — But it is 
certain, I am loved of all ladies, onl^yon excepted: 
and 1 would 1 could find in my \1c2IW that I had not 
a hard heart; for, truly, 1 love none. 

3 your charge — ] That is, your burden, your incumbrantr. 

Johnson. 

Charge does not meat, as Dr. Johnfon explains it, burden, in- 
'tinlrsnce, but « the pcrfon committed to your care." So it ii 
ufed in the relationfhip between guardian and ward. Doucf.. 

( fuck meet food to feed i/, as Jignior Benedict?] A kindred 

thought occurs in CciioUnus, A& II. fc. i: 

11 Our very ptiefls muft become neciers y if they encounter fuck 
Ridiculous fubjeds as you are. " STIIWtS. 
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Beat. A dear happinefs to women ; they would 
elfe have been troubled with a pernicious luitor. I 
thank God, and my cold blood, I am of your 
humour for that ; 1 had rather hear my dog bark at 
a crow, than a man fwear he loves me. 

Bfne. God keep your ladyfhip dill in that mind ! 
,fo fome gentleman or other lhall Ycape a predefli- 
natc fciatched face. 

Beat. Scratching could not make it worfe, an 
'twere fuch a lace as yours Were. 

Bene. Well, you are a rare parrot- teacher. 

Beat. A bird of my tongue, is better than a beafl 
of yours. 

Bene. I would, my horfe had the fpeed of your 
tongue; and fo gOod a continucr: But keep your 
way o* God's name ; 1 have done. 

Beat. You always end with a jade's trick ; I 
know you of old. 

D. Pedro. This is the fum of all: Leonato, — 
fignior Claudio, and fignior Benedick, — my deat 
friend Leonato, hath invited you ail. 1 tell him, we 
fliali flay here at the leafl a month ; and he heartily 
prays, fome occafion may detain us longer : 1 dare 
fwear he is no hypocrite, but prays from his heart. 

Leon. If yW fwear, my lord, you {hall not be 
forfworn. — Let me bid you welcome, my lord: 
being reconciled to the prince your brother, 1 owe 
you all duty. 

D.John. 1 thank you:' 1 am not of many words, 
but 1 thank you. 

Leon. Plcafe it your grace lead on? 

' / thani jou:] The poet has judicioufly marked the gloorainefo 
of Don John * character, by making him avcrfe to the common 
forms of civility. Sir J. Hawkins. 
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D.Pedro. Your hand, Leonato; \vc will go / 
together. 

( Exeunt all but Benedick and Claudio. 

Claud. Benedick, didfl thou note the daughter 
of fignior Leonato? 

Bene. I noted her not; but I looked on her. 

Claud. Is fhc not a modefl young lady? 

Bene. Do you queftion me, as an honed man 
fliould do, for my fimplc true judgement? or would 
you have me fpeak after my cuflom, as being a 
profefled tyrant to their fex ? 

Claud. No, 1 pray thee, fpeak in fober judgement. 

Bene. Why, i'faith, methinks flie is too low for 
a high praife, too brown for a fair praife, and too 
little for a great praife: only this commendation I 
can afford her ; that were flic other than flic is, flie 
were unhandfome ; and being no other but as flie is, 
I do not like her. 

Claud. Thou thinkefl, I am in fport ; I pray 
thee, tell me trulv how thou likeft her. 

Bene. Would you buy her, that you inquire after 
her? 

Claud. Can the world buy fuch a jewel? 
Bene. Yea, and a cafe to put it into. But fpeak 
you this with a fad brow ? or do you play the flout- 
• ing Jack ; * to tell us Cupid is a good hare-finder, 

* the Jlovling Jack ; ] Jack, in our author's time, I know 

not why, was a term of contempt. So, in King Henry IV. P. I. 
AS III: ** the prince is zjack, a fncak-cup." 

Again, in The faming of tie Shrew: 
» rafcal fidler, 

11 And twangling Jack, with twenty fuch vile terms, " 8cc. 
See in Minjheu's Difl. 1617: " A Jack fauce, or faucie Jack." 
See alfo Chaucer's Cant. Tales, ver. 14816, and the note, eiit. 
Tyrwhitt. M alone. 
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and Vulcan a rare carpenter? 7 Come, in what key 
fhall a man take you, to go in the fong? 8 

Claud. In mine eye, fiie is the fwecteft lady that 
ever 1 looked on. 

Bene. l ean fee' yet without fpcclaclcs, and I fee 
no fuch matter: there's her coufin, an Hie were not 
pofleficd with a fury, exceeds her as much in beau- 
ty, as the firft of May doth the lad of December. 
But 1 hope, you have no intent to turn hufband; 
have you? 

" to tell m Cupid is a good hare-jinder, kc] I know not 

whether I conceive the jeft here intended. Claudio hint* his 
love of Hero. Benedick alks, whether he is ferious, or whether 
he only mcnos to jell, and to tell them that Cupid is a good kare- 
Jinder, and Vuican a rare carpfittr. A man praifing a pretty lady 
in jeft. may '.how the quick fight of Cupid, but what hat it to do 
with the carftr.ttj of Vulcan? Perhaps the thought lie* no deeper 
than this, Do you mean to tell us as new what we all know already* 

Johnson. 

I believe no more i* meant by thofe ludicrous eTpreffions than 
this. — Do you mean, fays Benedick, to amufe us wiih improbable 
ftories? 

An ingenious correfpondent, whofc Ggnature is R. W. explains 
the paflage in the fame fenfc but more araplv. " Do you mean 
to tell us thai love is not blind, and that fire will not confume 
what is combullible i " — for both thefc propofitions ire implied in 
making Cupid a food hate-f.dtr , and Vulcan (thr God ol fire ) 
a goud carpenter. In other words, would you tonxince me , wkoje 
opinion on this head i$ well krr>wn , that you can be in love without 
beh.g blind, and can play with the jlame of heauly without being 
Jconhed. Stt.eyfns. 

I evplain the paffa^e thus^ Do y;v Jctff and mock in telling us 
that Cupid, who is blind, is a good kar^-jtndrr , which requires a 
quick eye'Jight; and that Vulcan^ a black fmilh, is a rare carpev.ttr? 

TOLLIT. 

After fuch attempts at decent illuflration , I am afraid that he 
who wifhes to know why Cupid is a good hate-finde* , muft difcover 
it by the aflifiance of many quibbling allufions of the fame fort, 
about bait and hoar, in Mcrcutio's fong in the fecond Aa of Romeo 
and Juliet. Collins. 

t to go in the fong?] i. e. to join with you in your fong — 

to ftrike in with you in the fong. Si sevens. 
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Claud. I would fcarcc trufl myfclf, though I had 
fworn the contrary, if Hero would be my wife. 

Bene. Is it come to this, i' faith? Hath not the 
world one man, but he will wear his cap with fulpi- 
cion ? 9 Shall 1 never fee a bachelor of threefcore 
again ? Go to, i'faith ; an thou wilt needs thruft thy 
neck into a yoke, wear the print of it, and figh away 
Sundays. 2 Look, Don Pedro is returned to fcek you. 

Re-enter Don Pedro., 

D. Pedro. What fecret hath held you here, that 
you followed not to Leonato's ? 

§ wear his cap with fufpieion?] That is, fubjeft his head 

to the difquiet of jealoufy. Johnson. 

In raint;r's Palace of Pleafure^ p. «33, we have the following paf- 
fage: " All they that weare hemes be pardoned to wcarc their 
cappes upon their heads. " Hlnderson. 

Ia our author's time none but the inferior claflcs wore caps, and 
fueh perfons were termed in contempt Jlat-caps. All gentlemen 
wore hats. Perhaps therefore the meaning is, — Is there not one 
man rn the world prudent enough to keep out of that Aate where 
he mud live in apprehenfion that his night-cap will be worn occa- 
fjonally by another. S», in Othello: 

" Fori feat Caflio with my night-cip too." MALONE. 

If this remark on the difnfc of caps among people of higher rank 
be accurate, Sir Chriftopher Hatton, and other worthies of the 
court of Elizabeth, have been injurioufly treated; for the painters 
of their time exhibit fevcral of them with caps on their heads. —It 
fliould be remembered that there was a material diftinclion between 
the plain Jatutt-caps of citizens, and the ornamented ones worn by 
gentlemen. Steevens. 

» Jigh away Sundays. 1 A proverbial expreflion to ftgnify 

that a man has no reft at all; when Sunday, a day formerly of 
eafe and diverfion, was paired fo uncomfortably. WarbuRTON. 

I cannot find this proverbial expreflion in any ancient book 
whatever. I am apt to believe that the learned commentator has 
miftaken the drift of it, and that it moll probably alludes to the 
Unci manner in which the fabbath was obferved by the Puritans, 
who ufually fpent that day in Jigks and yuntings, and other hypo- 
critical marks of devotion. Steevins. 
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Bene. I would, your grace would conftrain me to 
tell. 

D. Pedko. I charge thee on thy allegiance. 

Bene. You hear, Count Claudio: I can be fecret 
as a dumb man, I would have you think fo; but 
on my allegiance, — mark you this, on my allegiance : 
— He is in love. With who ? — now that is your 
grace s part — Mark, how fhort his anfwer is : — 
With Hero, Leonato's fliort daughter. 

Claud. If this were fo, fo were it uttered. 1 

Bene. Like the old tale my lord: it is not fo, nor 
*twas notfo ; but, indeed, God forbid it fliould befo. 

Claud, if my palTion change not fhortly, God 
forbid it mould be otheiwife. 

D Pedro. Amen, if you love her; for the lady 
is very well worthy. 

Ci aud. You (peak this to fetch me in, my lord. 

D. Pedko. By my troth, 1 fpeak my thought. 

Claud. And, in faith, my lord, 1 fpoke mine. 

Bene. And, by my two faiths and troths, my lord, 
I fpoke mine. 1 

*■ 

* Claud. Ifikis were fo, fo were it uilered.] This and the three 
next fpeeches I do not well underfland; there fecms fomething 
omitted telaiing to Hero's confent , or to Claudio'* marriage, elfc 
I know not what Claudio can wifh not to be otherwife. The copiei 
all read alike. Perhaps it may be better thus: 

Claud. If this were fo, fo were it. 

Bene. Uttered like Ike old tale, kc. 
Claudio gives a fulleo anfwer, if it is fo,fo it is. Still there feems fome- 
thing omitted which Claudio and Pedro concur in wifhing. Johnson. 

Claudio, evading at firll a eonfefhon of his pafiion, fays; if I 
had really confided fuch a fcciet to him, yet lie would have blabbed 
it in this manner. In his next fpecch, he thinks proper to avow 
his love; and when Benedick favs, God forbid it Jhovld be fo, i. e. 
Cod forbid he fhould even wilh to marry her; Claudio replies, 
God forbid I fhould mot wifh it. Steevens. 

5 — — / fpoke mint. J Thus the quarto, 1600. The folio reads — 
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Claud. That I love her, I feel. 

D. Pedro. That fhe is worthy, I know. 

Bene. That 1 neither feel how fhefliould beloved, 
nor know how fhe fhould be worthy, is the opinion 
that fire cannot melt out of me ; 1 will die in it at 
the flake. 

D. Pedro. Thou waft ever an obflinate heretick 
Jn the defpite of beauty. 

Claud. And never could maintain his part, but 
in the force of his will. 4 

Bene. That a woman conceived me, I thank her; 
that fhe brought me up, 1 likewife give her moft 
humble thanks : but that I will have a rechcat 
winded in my forehead, ' or hang my bugle in an 

" I fptak mine." But the former is right. Benedick meaos, that 
he /pole his mind when he faid — »• God forbid it fhould befo;" 
i. e. that Claudio fhould be in love, and marry in confcqucnce ok' 
his pafiion. Steevens. 

* but in the force of his will. ] , Alluding to the definition of 

a heretick in the fchools. Warburton. 

1 - — but that 1 will have a rechcat winded in my forehead, ] 
That is, / will wear a horn on my Jcrekead which the buntfman may 
blow. A recheate is the found by which dogs are called back. 
Shakfpcare had no mercy upon the poor cuckold, his horn is an 
inexhauftible fubjed of merriment. Johnson. 

So, in The Return from Pnrnajfvs : " When you blow the 

death of your fox in the field or covert, then you mufl found ihtee 
uotes, with three winds; and r$ikeat, mark you, fir, upon the, 
fame three winds. " 

" Now, fir, when you come to your ftately eate , as you 
founded the recheat before, fo now you muft found the relief three 
times." 

Again, in The Book of Hnntynqe, Sec. bl. 1. no date: Blow the 
whole rechate with three wyndes, the firft wynde one longe and fix 
fhorte. The feconde wynde two fhorte and one longe. The thred 
wynde one lon^e and two fhorte. " 

Anions Bagford's Collections relative to Typography, in the 
Britifh Mufcum, 1044, II. C. is an engraved half fhcet, containing 
the ancient Hunting Note* of England, kc. Among thefc, 1 hod, 
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invifiblc baldrick, 6 all women fliall pardon mc: 
Becaufe 1 will not do them the wrong to rniftrull 
any, 1 will do my fell the right to trufl none ; and the 
fine is, (lor the which 1 may go the finer, ) 1 will 
live a bachelor. x 

D. Pedro. 1 fball Tee thee, ere I die, look pale 
with love. 

Bene. With anger, with ficknefs, or with hun- 
ger, my lord ; not with love : prove, that ever I lofe 
more blood with love, than 1 will get again with 
drinking, pick out mine eyes with a ballad-maker's 
pen, and hang me up at the door of a brothel-houfe, 
lor the fign of blind Cupid. 

D. Pedro. Well, if ever thou dofl fall from this 
faith, thou wilt prove a notable argument. 7 

Bene. If 1 do, hang me in a bottle like* a cat, 8 

Single, Double, and Treble Eeck'ati, Running lltekiat, Warb'iug 
Jtoifaf, another litchtat with the tongue vety haid, another fmoothcr 
liethral , and auothcr warbling Htchcat. The mutual note* are 
alh*cd to them all. Stklvln*. 

A rtiKtate is a particular Ichon upou the horn, to call dogs back 
from the l'ccnt: from the obi trench word raff, which was ufed 
in the I .'iic fenfe as nlraite. Hanmer. 

• i**g «J bugle in an invifillt itldrict, ] B'tgle, i. e. bugle- 

horn, hunting-horn. The meaning feems to be— or that I Ihojld 
be compelled to carry a horn on my forehead where there is nothing 
vihble to fupport it. So, in John Alday's tranflation of Pierre 

BoiRcau's Tkeattutn Mundi, J:c. bl. 1. no dale : *• Beholde the 

hazard wherin thou ait ( fayth William de la Perriere) that thy 
round head become not forked, which were a fcarlull fight if it 
wtre vijlllr and appaitnt." 

It is flill faid of the mercenary cuckold, that he carries Air horut 
in his jtocieti. Steevens. 

7 notable argument. ] An eminent fubjecr for fatire. 

Johnsok. 

t IN a lottte likt a cat, ] As to the cat and bottle, 1 can 

procure no better information than the following. 

In iome counties in EuglanJ, a cat was formerly clofed up with 
a quantity of loot in a wooden bottle } (fuch a* that iu whkk 
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and flioot at me ; and he that hits me, let him be 
clapped on the (houidcr, and tali'd Adam. 4 

(hephcrds carry their liquor,) and fufpended on a line. He 
who beat out the bottom as he ran under it, and wai nimble enough 
to efcape its coiucnu, was regarded as the hero of this inhuman 

divcrlion. 

Again, in. Warns, or the Peact is broken, bl. 1. — ** arrowes flew 
faflcr than they did at a cattt in a bajket, when Prince Arthur, ot 
the Duke of Shordich, ftrucke tfp the drumme iu the field. " 

In a I'ocra, however, called Corntt~copi* , or Pajquil's N ight-cap, 
or an Antidote to the Head ache, i623, p. 48, the following paflagc 
occurs : 

" Fairer than any flake in Greys-inn field, Sec. 
*« Guarded with gunners, bill-men, and a rout 
" Of bow-men bold, which at a cat do Jhoot." 
Again, ibid : 

" Nor at the top a cat-a-mtnnt was fram'd, 
*« Or fome wildc heart that ne'er before was tam'dj 
»» Made at the charges of fome archer flout, 
»« To have his name canouiz'd in the clout. " 
The foregoing quotations may ferve to throw fome light on 
Benedick's allufion. They prove, however, that it was the cuftom 
to Ihoot at factitious as well as real cats. Steevens. 

Tl.is practice is flill kept up at Kelfo, iu Scotland, where it is 
called — Cat-in-barrct. See a defc rip lion of the whole ceremony iu 
a little account of the town of Kelfo, publifhed in 1789, by one 
Ebcnezcr Lazarus, a filly Methodift, who hat interlarded his book 
with fcraps of pious and other poetry. Speaking of this fport, he 
fay* : 

" The cat in the barrel exhibits fuch a farce, 

" That he who can relifh it is worfe than an afs. " Douci. 

9 and he that hits me, let him be clapped on the floulder, and 

tali'd Adam. ] But why (hould he therefore be called Adam t 
Teihapb, by a quotation or two we may be able to trace the port's 
allulton here. In Laut-Truis , or, Who would have thought i/ t 
(a tomedy written bv John Day, and printed in 1608,) I hud ihU 
speech : 14 Adam Bell, a fubftantial outlaw, aud a patting good 
archer, yet no tobacconift. " By this it appears, that Ada>ti liell 
at that time of day was of reputation for his (kill at the bow. I 
hud him again mentioned in a burlefque poem- of Sir William 
D'Avenant's, called The lonf Vacatiin in London. Theobald. 

Adam Bel, Clym of the Cloughe, and Wyllyam of Cloudefle, 
were, fays Dr. Percy, three noted outlaws, whofc (kill in Archery, 
rendered them formerly as famous in the North of England, as 
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D. Pedro. Well, as time mail try: 
In time the favagc bull doth bear the yoke. 1 

Bene. The favage bull may; but if ever the len- 
fible Benedick bear \m pluck off the bull's ljorns, 
and fet them in my forehead: and let me be vilely 
painted; and in fuch great letters as they write, 
Here is gcodhorfe to hue, let them fignily under my 
fign, ■ — Here you may fee Benedick the married man. 

Claud. If this fhouldcver happen, thou would'ft 
be horn -mad. 

D. Pedro. Nay, if Cupid have not fpent all his 
quiver in Venice, 3 thou wilt quake for this fliortly. 

Bene. I look for an earthquake too then. 

D. Pedro. Well, you will temporize with the 
hours. In the mean time, good figuior Benedick, 
repair to I.eonato's; commend me to him, and tell 
him, I will not fail him at fupper ; for, indeed, he 
hath made great preparation. 

Robin Hood and his fellows were in the midland counties. Their 
place of refidencc was in the foiefl of Englewood, not far from 
Carlifle. At what lime they lived does not appear. The author 
of the common ballads on The Pedigree, Education, and Marriagt 
cf Robin Hood\ makes them contemporary with Robin Hood's 
father , in order to give him the honour of beating them. See 
Reliqucs of Ancient F.nglifh Poetry, Vol.1, p. 143, where the ballad 
on thefc outlaws is preferved. Steevens. 

* In time the favage bull doth bear the yoke. ] This line is from 
The Spanijli Tragedy, or Hieronymo, Sec. and occurs alfo , with a 
{light variation, in Watfons* Sonnets, 410. bl. 1. printed in i5Si. 
See note on the laft edition of Dodfley.'s Old Plays, Vol. XII. 
p. 387. Steevens. 

The Spani/h Tragedy was printed and aficd before i5o3. Malone. 

It may be proved that The Spanijh Tragedy had at leall been 
written before 1562. Steevens. 

' — - if Cupid have not /pent all his quiver in Venice,] All 
modern writers agree in reprefeuting Venice in the fame light a; 
the ancients did Cyprus. And it is this charaScr of the people that 
as here alluded to. Wamumon. 
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Bene. I have almofl matter enough in me for fuch 
anembaflagc; and fo 1 commit you — 

Claud. To the tuition of God : From mv houfc, 
(if I had it,) — 1 

D. Pedro. Thefixth of July: Your loving friend, 
Benedick. 

Bene. Nay, mock not, mock not: The body of 
your difcourfc is fometimcs guarded with fragments, 4 
and the- guards are but llightly baflcd on neither: 
ere you flout old ends any further, ' examine your 
conscience; and fo I leave you. [Exit Benedick. 

* — guarded with fragments,] Guards were ornamental laca. 
or borders. So, in the Merchant of Venice : 

*• give him a liverv 

»• More guarded than his fellows. M 
Again, in Henry IV. Part I: 

" velvet guards, and Sunday citizens." Steevens. 

1 ere you Jlout old ends, S:c. ] Before jou endeavour to dtfiin* 

guijh j our/elf any more by antiquated alluj-.ans, examine whether you 
can fairly etaim them for your own. This, I think is the meaning: 
or it may be underftood in another fenfe, examine, if your farcajms 
do not touch your/elf* Johnson. 

The ridicule here is to the formal concluGons of Epiftles dedi- 
catory and Letters. Barnuby Googe thus ends his dedication to 
the firft edition of Palingenius, liino. x56o : » And thus com- 
mitiyng your Ladifhip with all yours to the tuition of the mode 
mercifull God, I ende. From Staple Inne at Lonclou, the cighte 
and twenty of March." The practice had however become oblolete 
in Shakfpeare's time. In A pojle with a Packet of mad Letters, by 
Nicholas Breton, 4to. 1607 ; 1 find a Letter ending in this manner, 
entitled, 41 A letter to laugh at after the old jajkizn of love to a 
Muide. " Reid. 

I 

Dr. Johnfon's latter explanation is, I believe, the true one. By 
old ends the fpeakcr may mean the conclufion of letters commonly 
ufed in Shakfpeare's time; 44 From my houfe this fixth of July, ' &c. 
So, in the concluuon of a letter which our author fuppoics Lucrc e 
to' write : 

, 11 So I tommtnd me from c:r hc.tje in griff; 

44 My woe» are lediou!, though my word* are brief. " 
See The Rapt oj Lucrece, p. T.47: edit. 17^0, aud the note there. 

Vol. VI. R 
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Claud. My liege, yourhighnefs now may dome 
good. 

D.Pedro. My love is thine to teach; teach it but 
, how. 

And thou (halt fee how apt it is to learn 
Any hard lelfon that may do thee good. 

Claud. Hath Lconato any fon, my lord? 

D. Pedro. No child butllero, (he's his only heir: 
Dolt thou aftecT: her, Claudio? 

Claud. O my lord, 

When you Went onward on this ended action, 
1 looked upon her with a foldier's eye, 
That lik'd, but had a rougher tafk in hand 
Than to drive liking to the name of love: 
But now 1 am returned, and that war-thousrhts 
Have left their places vacant, in their rooms 
Come thronging foft and delicate dcfires, 
Ali prompting me how fair young Hero is, 
Saying, 1 iik\i her ere I went to wars. 

D. Pedro. Thou wilt be like a lover prefently, 
And tire the hearer with a book of words; 
If thou doft love fair Hero, cheri/li it; 

And I will break with her, and with her father, 

« 

Old ends y however, may refer lo the quotation that D. Pedro had 
made from Tkt Spanifli Trng'dy. 41 Ere you attack rue on the fubjeet 
of love, with fragments of old plnys , examine whether you arc 
yourfelf free from its power." So, King Richard: 

44 With odd old tndi % floi'n forth ol holy writ." 

Thi< kind of conclufion to letters was not obfolcie in our au. 
trior's time, as has been futgefted. Michael Drayton concludes 
one of his letters to Drumruond of Hawtlioiudcn, in 1619, thus: 
14 And fo wilhing you all happiueft, 1 commend you. to Goal's tuition, 
and reft your allured friend.'* So alio Lord Salilbury concludes 
a letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, April 7th, 1610 : 44 — And fo I 
commit you to God's proteflion." 

Wiuwood't Memorials, III. 147. Malone. 
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And thou malt have her: 'Was't not to this end, 
That thou began'ft 10 twifl fo fine a ftoi \ ? 

Claud. How fvveetly do you miniflcr to love, 
That know love's grief by his complexion ! 
But lcR my liking might too fudden feem, 
I would have falv'ci it with a longer treatife. * 

D. Pedro. What need the bridge much broader 
than the flood? 
The fuirefl grant' is the ncccflity : 6 
l ook, what will ierve, is lit : 'tis once, thou lov'A; 7 
And I will fit thee with the remedy. 
I know, we mail have revelling to-night; 
I will aHume thy part in fomc difguife, 
And tell fair Hero I am Claudio ; 
And in her bofom I'll unclafp my heart, 
And take her hearing prifoner with the force 
And flrong encounter of my amorous tale: 
Then, after, to her father will I break; 

6 The fnlrcjt grant is the necejjity: ] i. e. no one can have a better 
rcafon for granting a rcqueft than the ucceffity of it* being granted. 

Waiburtow. 

Mr. Hayley with great acutenefs propofei to read, 
The fnirejl grant is to nectjiiy. Steevens. 

Thcfe words cannot imply the fenfe that Warburton contend* 
for ; but if we fuppofe that grant means conctjjion, the fenfe ij 
obvious} and that ia no uncommon acceptation of that word. 

M. Mason. 

7 — 'tis once, thou lov'Jl ; ] This phrafe , with concomitant 
obfeurity, appcur* in other dtamas of our author, vix. The Merry 
Wives of Wind/or, and K. Henry VJJI. In The Comedy of Eirors % it 
Mauds as follows : 

" Once this — Your long experience of her wifdom," 8cc. 
Balthafar is fpcakiug to the Ephehan Antipholis. 

Once may therefore mean *» once for all," — ** 'tis enough to fay 
at once." Steevens. 

Once has here, I believe, the force of — or.ee for all. So, in 
Coriolanus : " Once, if he do require our voices, we ought sot It 
deny him." Ma&qni. 
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And, the conclufion is, flic fliall be thine : 

In pra&ice let us put it prefently. [Exeunt. 

SCENE II. 

An Room in Leonato s Houje. 
Enter Leonato and Antomo. 

Leon. How now, brother? Where is mycoufin, 
your fon? Hath he provided this mufick? 

Ant. He is very bufy about it. But, brother, I can 
tell you Grange news 7 that you yet dream' d not of. 

Leon. Are they good? 

Ant. As the event (lamps them ; but they have 
a good cover, they Ibow well outward. The prince 
and Count Claudio, walking in a thick-pleached 
alley * in my orchard, were thus much overheard by 
a man of mine: The prince discovered to Claudio, 
that he loved my niece your daughter, and meant 
to acknowledge it this night in a dance; and, if 
he found her accordant, he meant to take the prefent 
time by the top, and inftantly break with you of it. 

Leon. Hath the fellow any wit, that told you this? 

Ant. A good {harp fellow? I will fend for him, 
and qucluon him yourfelf. v 

Leon. No, no; we will hold it as a dream, till it 
appear itfelf : — but I will acquaint my daughter 
withai, that ihe may be the better prepared for an 

7 — ftrange news — ] Thus the quarto, 1600. The folio 
omits the epithet, which indeed is of little value. Steevens. 

• * thick-pleached alley — ] Tkhk-pleatked is thickly intct- 

woveu. So afterwards, Ad. III. fc. i : 

it bid her fleal into the fUacked bower" 

Again, in King li nrj V : 

»* — - her hedges tycvpUsfh'd Steevens, . 
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anfwcr, if peradventurc this be true. Go you, and 
tell her of it. [Several perfons crojs the Jlage.] Cou- 
lins, you know 9 what you have to do. — O, I cry you 
mercy, friend ; go you with rne, and 1 will life your 
Ikill : — Good coufms, have a care this bufy time. 

[ Exeunt. 

SCENE in. . 

Another Room in Leonato's Houfe. 
Enter DlftJOHN and Conrade. 

Con. What the goujere, * my lord! why are you 
thus out of mcafure fad ? 

D. John. There is no meafure in the occafion 
that breeds it, therefore the ladnefs is without limit. 

■ 

Con. You fhould hear reafon. 

D.John. And when I have heard it, whatblef- 
fing bringeth it? 

Con. If not a prcfent remedy, yet a patient fuf- 
ferance. 

D.John. I wonder, that thou being (as thou fay'ft 
thou art) born under Saturn, goeft about to apply 
a moral medicine to a mortifying mifchief. 1 can- 
not hide what I am: 1 I muft be fad when I have 

« 

* Coufwi, you know — ] — and afterwards, — good coujins.] Ctufins 
were anciently enrolled among the dependants, if not the domcfticks, 
of great families, fttch as that of Lconato. Pctruchio, while intent 
on the fubje&ion of Katharine, calls out, in terms imperative, for 
his coufm Ferdinand. Steevens. 

* What the goujere, ] i. e. morbus Gallicus. . The old copy cor- 
niptly reads, ** good-year." The fame exprefliou occurs again in, 
K. Lear, Ac} V. fc. iii : 

, " The goujere* fhall devour them, flefh and fell." 
See nole # on this pafla^c. Stekvess. ' 

i I cannot hide what I am:] This is one of our authot's na- 
tural touches. An envious and unfocial mind, too proud to give 
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caufe, and fmile at no man's jefts ; eat when I have 
flomach, and wait for no man's leifure ; fleep when 
I am drowfy, and tend on no man's bufinefs ; laugh 
when I am merry, and claw no man in his humour. 4 

Con. Yea, but you mufl not make the full fhow 
of this, till you may do it without controiment. 
You have of late flood out againfl your brother, and 
he hath ta'en you newly into his grace; where it is 
impodible you mould take true root, but by the fair 
weather that yon make yourfelf : it is needful that 
you frame the feafon for your own harvefl. 

D.John. I had rather be a canker in a hedge, 
than a rofe in his grace ; 1 and it better fits my blood 

pleafurc, and too fullcn to receive it, always endeavours to hide 
its malignity from the world and from itfelf, uoder the \ Linnets 
of hmple honefty, or the dignity of haughty independence. 

Johnson. 

4 ——claw no man in his humour.] To tlaxu is to flatter. So tie 
fopts claw-backs, in Bifhop Jewel, arc the pope's flatterers. 
The fenfe is the fame io the proverb, Muius muiutn Jcabit. 

Johnsom. 

So, in Albion's England, 1597, p. 125: 

*• The overwecniug of thy wits doth make thy foes to fmile, 
" Thy friends to weepe, and claw-bach thee with foothing* 
to beguile." 

Again, in Wylfon on U/ury. 1571, p. 141: «' therefore I will 

tlau,e him, and faye weil might he fare, and godds blefling have 
he too. . For the more he fpeakcth , the better it itcheth, and 
maketh better for me." Reed. 

I J bad rather be a canker in a beige, than m rofe in his grace; ] 
A canker is the canker rofe, dog-rofe, cynojbatvs, or kip. The fenfe 
is, I would rather live in obfeurity the wild life of nature, than 
owe dignity or eftimation to my brother. He ftill continues hit 
wifh of gloomy independence. But what is the meaning of the 
expreffion, a roft in bis grace ? If he was a rofe of himfelf, his 
brothers grace or favour could not degrade him. I once read 
thus: / had rather be a canker in a hedge, than a roft in his garden: 
that is, I had rather be what nature makes me, however mean, 
than owe any exaltation or improvement to my brother's kindoefs 
or cultivation. But a iefs change will be fufficient : 1 think i» 
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to be difdainM of ail, than to fafhion a carriage to 
rob love from any: in this, though I cannot be 
faid to be a flattering honcft man, it mud not be 
denied but I am a plain - dealing villain. I am 
trufted with a muzzle, and enfranchifed with a clog ; 
therefore I have decreed not to fing in my cage: If 
1 had my mouth, I would bite; if I had my 
liberty, I would do my liking : in the mean time, 
let me be that I am, and feek not to alter me. 

Con. Can you make no ufe of your difcontent? 

D.John. I make all ufe of it, for I ufe it only. 6 
Who comes here? What news, Borachio? 

Enter Borachio. 

Bora. I came yonder from a great fuppcr; the 
prince, your brother, is royally entertained by 

■ 

fhould be read , / had rather be a canker in a ked*e, than a rofe by 
his grace. Johnson. 

The canker is a term often fubflituted for the canker-rofe. Hcy- 
wood, in his Love's Mijtrefs, i636, calls it the « canier-HovitT," 
Again, iu Shakfpcare's 54th Sonnet : 

»• The canker blooms hare full as deep a die 

m As the perfumed tincture of the rofe" 
I think no change is neceflary. The fenfe is, — I had rather be 
a negledcd dog-rofe in a hedge, than a garden-Hower of the fame 
fpecies, if it profited by his culture. Steevens. 

The latter words are intended as an anfwer to what Conrade has 
juft faid — •• he hath ta'en you newly into his grace y where it i* 
impoflible you fhould take true root" fcc. In Macbeth we have a 
kindred e*preflion : / 

44 . "Welcome hither: 

11 I have begun to plant tbte, and will labour R 
44 To make thee full of growing." 
Again, in K. Henry VI. P. III. 

44 m plant Planiagenct, root him up who dares." 

Malonk. 

Jor J ufe it only. J i. e. for I make nothing elfe my 

counfellor. Steevens. 
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Lconato; and I can give you intelligence of an 
intended marriage. 

D. John. Will it ferve for any model to build 
mifchiefon? What is he for a-fool, that betroths 
hi in fc If to unquietnefs? 

Bora. Marry, it is your brother's right hand. 

D.John. Who? the mod exquifite Claudio? 

Bora. Even he. 

D.John. A proper fquire ! And who, and who ? 
which way looks he? 

Bora. Marry, on Hero, the daughter and heir, 

of I.eonato. 

D. John. A very forward March-chick! How 
came you to this ? 

Bo: a. Being entertained for a perfumer, as I was 
fmoking a mufly room, comes me the prince and 
Claudio, hand in hand, in fad conference: 7 I whipt 
mc behind the arras; and there heard it agreed 
upon, that the prince mould woo Hero for him- 
fell, and having obtained her, give her to count 
Claudio. 

D.John. Come, come, let us thither; this may 
prove lood to my difpleafure : that young ftart-up 
bath ail the glory of my overthrow; if I can crofs 
him any way, I blcfs mylelf every way: You are 
both line, 8 and will aflift me? 

Cox. To the death, .my lord. 

D.John. Let us to the great fupper; theircheer 
is the greater, that I am fubdued : 'Would the cook 

7 zn fjd conference : ] Sad in this, as in future inflanccs, 

fignjfiei ffnous. So, in The Winters Tale: « My father, and the 
gentlemen, are in fad talk." Steevens. 

* 1 loth furc, j i. e. to be depended on. So, in Macbeth : 
" — Thou Jure and firm-fct earth — . " Steeveks. 

■ 

* 

J 



0 



ABOUT NOTHING. 049 

were of my mind ! — Shall wc go prove what's to be 
dune ? 

Bora. We'll wait upon your lordfhip. [Exeunt. 

A C T II, SCENE I. 
A Hall in Leo nato's Houje. 

Enter Leonato, Antonio, Hero, Beatrice, and 

Others. 

Leon. Was not count John here at fupper? 
Ant. I faw him not. 

Be at. How tartly that gentleman looks ! I never 
can lee him, but I am heart-bum'd an hour after. 9 
Heico. He is of a very melancholy difpofirion. , 
Beat. He were an excellent man, that were made 
jrjfl in the mid-way between him and Benedick : 
the one is too like an image, and fays nothing ; and 
the other, too like my lady's eldeft fon, evermore 
tattling. 

Leon. Then half fignior Benedick's tongue in 
count John's mouth, and half count John's melan- 
choly in fignior Benedick's face, — 

Beat. With a good leg, and a good foot, uncle, 
and money enough in his purfe, fuch a man would 
win any woman in the world, — if he could get her 
good will. 

Leon. By my troth, niece, thou wilt never get 
thee a hufband, if thou be fo fhrewcl of thy tongue. 
Ant. In faith, fhe is too curll. 

9 — heart-burn'd an hour aftu. } The pain commonly called 
the icarZ-frurn, proceeds from an acid humour in the ftomach, aud 
p therefore propcily enough imputed to tart look*. Johnson. • • 
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Beat. Too curftis more than curft: Khali lcflcn 
God's fending that way: for it is faid, God Jcnds a 
curjl cow ftort horns ; but to a cow too curft he lends 

none. 

Leon. So, by being too curfl, God will fend you 
no horns. 

Beat. Jufl, if he fend me no hufband; for the 
which blefling, I am at him upon my knees every 
morning and evening : Lord! I could not endure 
a hufband with a beard on his face ; I had rather lie 
in the wollen. * 

Leon. You may light upon a hulband, that hath 
no beard. 

BEAT. What fhould I do with him? drefs him 
in my apparel, and make him my waiting-gentle- 
woman ? He that hath a beard, is more than a youth ? 
and he that hath no beard, is lefs than a man : and 
he that is more than a youth, is not forme; and he 
that is lefs than a man, I am not for him: There- 
fore I will even take fix-pence in earned of the 
bear-herd, and lead his apes into hell. 

Leo. Well then, go you into hell! ' 

Beat. No; but to the gate: and there will the 
devil meet me, like an old cuckold, with horns on 
his head, and fay, Get you to heaven, Beatrice; get 
you to heaven; here's no place for you maids : fo 

* in the woollen. ] Ifuppofe (he meant — between blankets, 

without (beets. Steevens. 

1 Well then, Sec.] Of the two next fpecches Dr. Watburton 
fays, All tkii impious nonfenje thrown to the bottom, is the plmjers\ and 
joijltd in without rhyme or reafor.. He therefore puts thcrn in the 
margin. They do not deferve indeed fo honourable a plate; yet 
I am afraid they arc too much in the manner of our author, who 
is fometimes trying to purchafe merriment at too dear a rate. 

Johnson. 

I have reftored the lines omitted. Steevens. 
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deliver I up my apes, and away to Saint Peter for the 
heavens; he mows me where the bachelors fit, and 
there live we as merry as the day is long. 

Ant. Well, niece, [To Hero J I truft, you will 
be ruled by your father. 

Beat. Yes, faith; it is my coufin's duty to make 
courtefy, and fay, lather t as it pleajeyou: — but yet 
for all that, coufin, let him be a handfomc fellow, 
or elfe make another courtefy, and fay, Father \ as 
it pleafe me. 

Leon. Well, niece, I hope to fee you one day 
fitted with a hufband. 

Beat. Not till God make men of fome other 
metal than earth. Would it not grieve a woman 
to be over-mailer 1 d with a piece of valiant dufl? 
to make an account of her life to a clod qf wayward 
marl? No, uncle, I'll none : Adam's fons are my 
brethren ; and truly, I hold it a fin to match in my 
kindred. 

Leon. Daughter, remember, what I told you : if 
the prince do folicit you in that kind, you know 
your anlwer. 

Beat. The fault will be in the muGck, coufin, if 
you be not woo'd in good time : if the prince be too 
important, 4 tcll him, there is meafure in every thing, 1 
and fo dance out the anfwer. For hear mc, Hero ; 

4 ij the prince be too important, ] Important here, and in 

many other places, is importunate. Johnson. 
So, in King Lear, Ad IV. fc. iv : 
»* — — great France 

'•• My mourning, andimportant tears hath pitied." Steeyp.ns. 
' there is meafure in every A meafure in old lan- 

guagc, befide its ordinary meaning, fignified alfo a dance. Maloni. 
So, in King Richard II: 

My legs can keep no meafure in delight, 
*• When my poor heart no meafure keeps in grief." SteevenS. 
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Wooing, wedding, and repenting, is as a Scotch 
jig, a meafure, and a cinque-pace: the firlt fuit is 
hot and hafty, like a Scotch jig, and full as fantafti- 
cal; the wedding, mannerly-modeft, as a meafure 
full of flate and ancientry; and then comes repent- 
ance, and, with his bad legs, falls into the cinque- 
pace fader and fafter, till he fink into his grave. 

Leon. Coufin, you apprehend patting (hrewdly. 

Beat. I have a good eye, uncle; I can fee a church 
by day-light. 

Leon. The revellers are entering; brother, make 
good room. 

■ 

Enter Don Pedro, Claudio, Benedick, Bal- 
thazar; 6 Don John, Borachio, Margaret, 
Ursula, and others, maJtCd. 

r t D \?l DRO ' Lad >'' wiU y° u walkabout with your 
mend? 

Hfro. So you walk foftly, and look fweetly, and 
lay nothing, I am yours for the walk; and, efpe- 
cially, when I walk away. 

< Balthazar; ) The quarto and folio add — or dumb Join. 

u , , . % Steevens. 

Here is another proof that when the firft copies of our author's 

plays were prepared for the prefs, the tranfeript was made out 
by the ear 11 the MS. had lain before the tranferiber , it is very 
unlit Jy that he fhould have miftaken Don for dumb : but, bv 
an inaruculate fpeakcr, or inattentive hearer, they might ealilv be 
confouuecd. Malone. 

Do,, John's taciturnity has been alreadv noticed. It feems there- 
lore not .mpioLablc that the author hirnfelf might have occahou- 
■Uy a pp l lc d the cpithet M , Q hjm K ^ S 

7 y*«r friend?] friend , in our authors time, was the 

common tc.n, for a lover. So alfo in French and Italian. Malone. 

Mr •. Malone m,»Ut have added, thru ,his term was equally ap- 
plicable to both foxes; 'for, in SUafure jo, Meafure, Lucio tells 
Jfcbella that her brother had « got h\/j Tl J stith child.'' Steevens. 



Digitized bvt£oOQl< 



ABOUT NOTHING. *53 



D. Pedro. With me in your company? 

Hero. I may fay fo, when 1 plcafc. 

D. Pedro. And when pleafe you to fay fo? 

Hero. When I like your favour; for God defend, 
the lute mould be like the cafe! 8 

D. Pedro. My vifor is Philemon's roof; within 
the houfe is Jove. 9 * 

Hero. Whv, then your vifor mould be thatch'd. 

D. Pedro. Speak low, if you fpeak love. 

[ Takes htr afide* 

Bene. Well, I would you did like me. 

Marg. So would not I, for your own fake; for 
I have many ill qualities. 

8 MHute JhoulJ be like the cafe ! ] i. e. that your face ftiould 

be as homely and coarfe as your mafic. Tjieobald. 

9 My vifor is Pkilmon's roc/, tvitkin the houfe is Jove.] The 
frft folio has — Love; the quarto, 1600 — love ; fo that here Mr. 
Theobald might have found the very reading which, in the following 
note, he reprefents as a conje&ure of his own. Steevens. 

'Tis plain, the poet alludes to the flory of Baucis and Philemon 
from Ovid : and this old couple, as the Roman poet defcribes it, 
lived in a thatch'd cottage : 

«« Jlipulis if carina ttfla palufiti." 

But why, xvitkin this houfe is love? Though this old pair lived in 
a cottage, this cottage xcceived two flraggling Gods, (Jupiter and 
Mercury) under its roof. So, Don Pedro is a prince; and though 
his vifor is but ordinary, he would infinuate to Hero, that he has 
fomething godlike witTun : alluding either uo his dignity or the 
qualities of his mind and perfon. By thefc circumftances, I am 
fure, the thought is mended: as, I think verily, the text is too, 
by the addition of a fingle letter — within the houfe njove. Not 
is this emendation a little confirmed by another paffage in our 
author, in which he plainly alludes to the fame flory. As you like it: 

" Jaqucs. 0, knowledge ill inkebited, worfetkan Jove in a thatihed 
houfe!" Theobald. 

The line of Ovid above quoted is thus tranflated by Goldin<r, 
1 587 : 

«* Tht roofe thereof was thaf .'.'d all wilh.ftravr and fennjfll 
reede. " Malone. 
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Bene. Which is one? 

Marg. I fay my prayers aloud. 

Bene. I love you the better ; the hearers may 
cry amen. 

Marg. God match me with a good dancer • 
Balth. Amen. 

Marg. And God keep him out of my fight, when 
the dance is done ! — Anfwcr, clerk. 

Balth. No more words; the clerk is anfwer'd. 
Uus. I know you well enough; you are fignior 
Antonio. 

Ant. At a word, I am not. 

Urs. I know you by the waggling of your head. 

Ant. To tell you true, I counterfeit him. 

Urs*. You could never do him fo ill-well, a unlcfs 
you were the very man : Here's his dry hand 1 up 
and down ; you are he, you arc he. 

Ant. At a word, I am not. 

Urs. Come, come ; do you think I do not know 
you by your excellent wit? Can virtue hide itfclfi' 
Go to, mum, you are he : graces will appear, anil 
there's an end. 

Beat. Will you not tell me who told you fo? 

Bene. No, you mail pardon me. • , 

Beat. Nor will you not tell me who you are? 
„ Bene. Not now. 

* You could never do him fa ill-well, ] A fimilar phrafc occurs iu 
the Merchant of Venice : 

*« He hath a better bad habit of frowning , than the Count 
Palatine."' Stuvixs. 

J , hit dry hand — J A ^ryhand was anciently regarded at the 
fignofa coldconflitution. To this, Maria, in Twelfth Night, alludes, 
Ac* I. fc iii. Steivini. 
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Beat. That I was difdainful, — and that I had my 
good wit out of the Hundred merry Talcs ; 4 — Well, 
this was fignior Benedick that faid fo. 

Bene. What's he? 

Beat. I am fure, you know him well enough. 



4 Hundrtd mtrry Talcs ; 1 The book, to which Shakfpeare allu- 
des, might be an old tranflation of Les Cent Nouvtllts Nouvtlles, 
The original was publifhed at Paris, in the black, letter, before the 
year i5oo, and is faid to have been written by fome of the royal 
family of France. Ames mentions a tranllation of it prior to the 
lime of Shakfpeare. 

In The London Chaunticlcres , t65g, this work, among others, is 
cried for fale by a ballad-man. " The Seven Wife Men of Gotham; 
a Hundred merry Tales; Scoggin's lefts," 8cc. 
Agnin, in The Xice Valour, &c. by Beaumont and Fletcher: 
44 the Almanacs, 

•» The Hundred Novels, and the Books of Cookery." 
Of this collection there are frequent entries in the rcgifter of the 
Stationers' Coropauy. The firft I met with was in Jan. i58i. 

Steeveni. 

This book was certainly printed before the year e 5 7 5, and in 
much repute, as appears from the mention of it in Laneham'a 
Letter concerning the entertainment at Kenelworth-Caftlc. Again, 
in The En«HJh Courlier and fie Cwitrey Gentleman, bl. 1. i5S6. fig. 
If. 4 : 14 ■ ■■ ■ wee want not alfo pleafant mad headed knaves that 
bee properly learned and well reade in divcrfe pleafant bookesand 
jnod author*. As Sir Guy of Warwicke , the Foure Sonnes of 
Aymon, the Ship of Foolcs, the Budget of Demaundes, tkt Hun- 
dredth, vr.erry Tela, the Booke of Ryddles, and many other excellent 
writers both witty and pleafaunt." It has been fuggefted to me 
that there is no other reafon than the word hundred to fuppofe this 
Loi)k a transition of the Cent Nouvellts Nouvtlles. I have now but 
little doubt that Boccace's Decameron was the book here alluded tu. 
It contains juft one hundred Novels. So, in Guano's Civile Ccn- 
vrrfation, i586, p. i58 : " 1 we do but give them ocrafion to 
turne over the Hundred Novellcs of Boccace, and to write amorous 
and lafcivious letters." Reed. 

The Hundred me^ry Tales can never have been a tranflation of L*s 
Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles, many of which arc very tragical relations, 
and none of them calculated to furnifh a lady with good wit. It 
ihould fcem rather to have been a fort of jciUbook. Ritson» 
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Bene. Not I, believe me. 

Beat. Did he never make you laugh ? 

Bene. I pray you, what is he? 

Beat. Why, he is the prince's jefter : a very dull 
fool ; only his giftis in deviling impoflible Danders : 5 
none but libertines delight in him ; and the com- 
mendation is not in his wit, but in his villainy; * 
for he both pleafeth men, and angers them, and then 
they laugh at him, and beat him : I am fure, he is 
in the fleet; I would he had boarded me. 

Bene. When I know the gentleman, TU tell him 
what you fay. 

Beat. Do, do: hc'il but break a comparifon or 
two on me; which, peradventure, not mark'd, or 
not laugh'd at, flrikcs him into melancholy ; and 
then there s a partridge"* wing faved, for the fool 
will cat no fupper that night. [Mufuk within, J 
We muft follow the leaders. 

Bene. In every good thing. 

Beat. Nay, if they lead to any ill, I will leave 
them at the next turning. [Dance, Then exeunt all 
but Don John, Borachio, and Claudio. 

1 It J gift is in dnifir.fr impoiTible Jlandrrt:] Wc fliould 

read impoflible^ i. c. Danders fo ill invcutcd , that they will pafs 
•upon no body. Warburton. 

Impoffihle Danders arc, I fuppofe, fuch Danders as, from their 
abfurdity and impoflibility, bring their own confutation with them. 

Johnson. 

.Johnfon'« explanation appears to be right. Ford fays, in The 
Merry Wives of IVindfor, that he fhall fcarch lor Falftafi in " im- 
poflible places." The word impoflible is alfo ufed in a liruilar fenfe 
in Joafon's Sejanus^ where Silius accufes Afer of 
41 Malicious and manifold applying, 

44 Foul wrefting, and impofjible conltruclion." M. Mason. 

* his villainy ; j By which Die means his^nalicc aqd impiety. 

By his impious jefts, fbednfinuatcs, he pleafed libertines ; and by 
hii dwifinfjlndtri of them, ha angered them. Warburton. 
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D.John. Sure, my brother is amorous on Hero, 
and hath withdrawn her lather to break with him 
about it: The ladies follow. her, and but one vifor 
remains. 

Bora. And that is Claudio ; I know him by hit 
bearing. 7 

I). John. Are not you fignior Benedick ? 

Claud. You know me well; I am he. 

D. John. Signior, you are very near my brother 
in his love: he is enamoured on Hero ; I pray you, 
difruade him from her, fhe is no equal for his birth:- 
you may do the part of an honcfl man in it. 

Claud. How know you he loves her? 

D.JOHN. I heard him fwear his affe&ion. 

Boh A. So didltoo; and he fwore he would marry 
her tu-night. 

D.John. Come, let us to the banquet. 

[Exeunt Don John and Borachio. 

Claud. Thus anlwer I in name of Benedick, 
But hear thefe ill news with the ears of Claudio. — 
'lis certain fo ; — the prince wooes for himfelf. 
Friendihip is conQant in all other things, 
Save in the office and affairs of love : 
Therefore, 8 all hearts in love ufe their own tongues; 
let every eye negotiate for itfelf, 
And trult no agent: for beauty is a witch, 
Againll whole charms faith melteth into blood. * 

7 . his bearing.] i. e. hi* carriage, hi$ demeanour. Sq, ia 

Mea/ure Jor Mca/uTt : 

" How I may formally in perfon bear me." Steevens. 

• Tktufon, 8cc] Ltt, which is found in the next line, is under- 
flood here. Malone. 

9 . .I . cauty ii a witch, 

AgamJ whojt chirm faith mtUtlh int» blood.] i. e. a& was; 

Vol. VI. S 
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i 

This is an accident of hourly proof, 

Which 1 miftruflcd not: Farewell therefore, Hero! 

Re-enter Benedick. 

i 

Bene. Count Claudio? 

Claud. Yea, the fame. 

Bene. Come, will you go with me? 

Claud. Whither? 

Bene. Even to the next willow, about your own 
bufinefs, count. What fafhion will you wear the 
garland of? About your neck, like an ufurer's 
chain ? * or under your arm, like a lieutenant's fcarf ? 

when oppofed to the tire kindled by a witch, no longer preferves 
the figure of the perfon, whom it was deGgned to represent, but 
flows into a fhapclefs lump ; fo fidelity, when confronted with 
beauty, diffolves into our ruling paflion, and is loft there like a 
drop of water in the fea. 

That blood fignifics (as Mr. Malone has alfo obferved) amorous 
heat, will appear from the following palfage in All's will that ends 
«*//, Ad III. fc vii: 

41 Now his important blood will nought deny * 

" That fhe ll demand." Steevens. 

* ■ ufurer's chain?) Chains of gold, of confiderable value, 
Were in our author's time, ufually worn by wealthy citizens, and 
others, in the fame manner as they now are, on publick occafions, 
by the Aldermen of London. Sec Tkt Puritan, or the Widow of 
Watling-Street, Ad III. fc. iii. Albumaiar, Ad I. fc. vii. and other 
pieces. Reed. 

Ufury fecms about this time to have been a common topic of 
invedivc. 1 have three or four dialogues, pafqtiils, and difcourfe* 
on the fubject, printed before the year 1600. From every one of 
thefe it appears, that the merchants ; were the chief ufurcrs of the 
age. Steevens. 

So, in The Choice of Change, containing the triplicitie of Divinitit, 
fktlofophic % and Poetrie, by S. R. Gent. 4to. i5gS. •« Three forte* 
of people, in lefpeet of ufe in neceffitie, ,may be accounted good : — 
hlerchantes, for they may play the ufurers, inftead of the Jewes.'* 
Again, ibid: 11 There it a fcarcitie of Jewes, becaufe Chriflians 
anake an occupation of ufurie." Malone. 
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You mud wear it one way, for the prince hath got 
your Hero. 

Claud. I wifli him joy of her. 

Bene. Why, that's fpokcn like an honeft drover; 
fo they fell bullocks. But did you think, the prince 
would have ferved you thus ? 

Claud. I pray you, leave me. 

Bene. Ho ! now you ftrike like the blind man ; 
'twas the boy that Hole your meat, and you'll beat 
the poft. 

Claud. If it will not be, I'll leave yon, [Exit, 
Bene. Alas, poor hurt fowl ! Now will he creep 

into ledges. But, that my lady Beatrice fhould 

know me, and not know me ! The prince's fool !— 
Ha! it may be, I go under that title, becaufe I ami 
merry. — Yea; butfo; I am apt to do myfelfwrongr 
I am not fo reputed: it is the bafe, the bitter dif- 
pofition of Beatrice, that puts the world into her 
perfon, 5 andfo gives me out. Well, I'll be revenged 
as I may. 

Re-enter Don Pedro, Hero, and Leonato. 

D. Pedro. Now, fignior, where's the count? 
Did you fee him? 

Bene. Troth, my lord, I have play'd the partot 
lady Fame. I found him here as melancholy as a 

J - . - it is the haft, the bitter difpafttion of Beatrice that puts 
the world into her per/on,] That is, It is the dtfpofxtion oj Beatrice % 
who takes upon her to perfonate the world, and therejort reprefents 
the world as faying what Jlie only Jays herfelf. 

The old copies read — bafe, though bitter : but I do not undcrftand 
how bafe and bitter arc inconiiilcnt, or why what is bitter Ihouhl not 
be bafe. 1 believe, we may fafcly read, — It is the bafe, the bitter 
difpojttion. Johnson. 

I have adopted Dr. Johnfon'i emendation, though I once thought 
it unnccchaiy, Siebvens. 

S 2 
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lodge in a warren; 4 I told him, and, I think, I told 
him true, that your grace had got the good will of 
this young lady ; * and I offered him my company to 
a willow tree, either to make him a garland, as 
being forfaken, or to bind him up a rod, as being 
worthy to be whipped. 

D. Pedro. To be whipped! What's his fault? 
' Bene. The flat tranfgrefllon of a fchool-boy ; 
who, being overjoyed with finding a bird's neft, 
{hows it his companion, and he deals it. 

D. Pedro. Wilt thou make a trull a tranfgref- 
fion? The tranfgreflion is in the ftealer. 

Bene. Yet it had not been amifs, the rod had 
been made, and the garland too ; for the garland he 
might have worn kirafclf; and the rod he might 
have bcflow'd on you, who, as I take it, have ftoln 
his bird's neft. 

D. Pedro. I will but teach them to ling, and 
rcflore them to the owner. 

Bune. If their fmging anfwer your faying, by my 
faith, you fay honcilly. " 

4 as melancholy as a lodge in a warren »] A parallel thought 

occurs in the firft chapter of l/aiah, wheie the prophet, defcribing 
the defol.viou of Judah, fays : " The daughter of Zion is left 
as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers," 
&c. I am informed, that near Aleppo, thefe lonely buildings are 
ftill made ufe of, ii being ncceflary, that the fields where water- 
melons, cucumbers, kc. are raifed, fhould be regularly watched. 
I learn from Tho. ^Vewton's Herball to the Bible, Svo. 15.87. that 
•* fo foone as the cucumbers, &c. be gathered, thefe lodges are 
abandoned ot the watchmen and keepers, and no more frequented. '* 
From ihefe forfaken buildings, it Ihould feem, the piophct takes 
his compajifon. Sieevens. 

i of this you* g Udy;] Benedick fpeaks of Hero as if fhe 

were on the Rage. Perhaps, both (he and Lconato, were meant to 
make their entiance with Dou Pedro. When Beatrice enters, fhe 
is fpoken of as coming in with only Clauuio. Steevens. 

1 have regulated the entries accordingly. Malone. 

1 
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D. Pedro. The lady Beatrice hath a quarrel to 
you ; the gentleman, that danced with her, told her, 
flic is much wrong' d by you. 

Bene. O, fhe mifufed me paft the endurance of a 
block; an oak, but with one green leaf on it, would 
have anfwer d her; my very vifor began to affume 
life, and fcold with her: She told me, not thinking 
I had been myfelf, that I was the prince's jefter; 
that I was duller than a great thaw; huddling jeft 
upon jeft, with fuch impoflible conveyance, 6 upon 
me, that I flood like a man at a mark, with a whole 

* fuch irapoffible conveyance,] Dr. Warburton reads tm- 

pa fable : Sir Tho. Hanmer impetuous, and Dr. Johnfon impottablt, 
which, fays he, is ufcd by Spenfcr, in a feufe very congruous to 
this paflagc, for infupportable, cr net to be Jujlained. Alfo by the lad 
tr.inOators of the Apocrypha ; and therefore fuch a word at 
Shakfpeare may be fuppofed to have written. Rtru. 

Impottable'h very often ufcd by Lidgatc in his Prologue to the 
tranflation of The tragedies gathered by Ihon Bochas, kc. as well as 
by Holinflicd. 

Impojjiblc may be licentioufly ufed for unaccountable. Beatrice 
has already faid, that Benedick invenis impojf.ble (landers. 

So,' in The Fair Maid of the Inn, by Beaumont and Fletcher : 
44 You would look, for fome moil impojfible anlick." 
Again, in Jh'e Raman Aclor, by Mafliugcr : 
44 to lofe 

44 Ourfelvcs, by building on impojfiklt hopes." Steevens. 
Jmpo/fible may have been what Shakfpeare |w rote, and be ufed in 
the fenfe of incredible or inconceivable, both here and in the beginning 
of the fcenc, where Beatrice fpcaks of impojfible Danders. M. Mason. 

I believe the meaning is — with a rapidity equal to that of jugglcM, 
vho appear to perform impossibilities. We have the fame epithet 
again in Twelfth- Night : 44 There is no Chii'lian can ever believe 
ftich impojfible paiTagcs of grollnefs." So Fold fays in The Mrrry 
Whei of IVindfor, — 44 1 will examine impojjible places." Again, 
in Julius Ccjar l 

41 . Now bid me run, 

44 And I will flrive with things impojfible, 

44 And get the better of them." 
Conveyance wai the common term ia our author's time for Jeifkt 
oj hand. Malone. 
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army fliooting at me : She fpcaks poniards, 6 and 
every word ftabs: if her breath were as terrible as 
her terminations, there were no living near her, flie 
would infccl to the north ftar. I would not marry 
her, though ihe were endowed with all that Adam 
had left him before he tranfgreiVd: flic would have 
made Hercules have turiTd fpit; yea, and have cleft 
his club to hiake the lire too. Come, talk not of 
her; you (hall find her the infernal Ate in good 
apparel. 7 I would to God, fome fcholar would 
conjure her; 8 for, certainly, while flie is here, a 
man may live as quiet in hell, as in a fan&uary ; 
and people lin upon purpofc, becaufe they would 
go thither; fo, indeed, all difquict, horror, and 
perturbation follows her. 

Re-enter Glaudio, and Beatrice. 

D. Pedho. Look, here flie comes. 

Bene. Will your grace command me any fervice 
to the world's end? I will go on the flighted 
errand now to the Antipodes, that you can device 
to lend me on; 1 will fetch you a toothpickcr now 
from the fartheft inch of Afia; bring you the length 
of Prefter John's foot; fetch you a hair off the 
"great Cham's beard ; 9 do you any embalTagc to the 

' - .» fpeaks poniards,] So, in Hamlet : 

" Y\\ Jptak doggers to her ' . Sieevens. 

* the infernal Ate in good apparel.] This is a pleafant at- 

lufion to tbc euftom of ancient poets and painters, who reprefent 
the Furies in rags. Warburxon. 

Ate is not one of the Furits, but the Coddefs of Revenge, ox 
Difcord. Steivens. 

* Jotae Jckolar would conjure her ;] As Shakfpcare always 

attributes to his exorci/ls the power of railing fpirits, he gives his 
conjurer, in this place, the power of laying them. M. Mason. 

* bring you the length oj Frejler Johns foot ; fetch you a hair 

'3 t*t great Cham's beard;] i. e. I will undertake the hardeft tafk, 
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Pigmies, rather than hold three word's conference 
with this harpy: You have no employment for mc? 

D. Pedro. None, but to defire your good com- 
pany. 

Bene. O God, fir, here's a difh I love not; I 
cannot endure my lady Tongue. 1 [ Exit. 

D.Pedro. Come, lady, come; you have loft the 
heart of fignior Benedick. 

Beat. Indeed, my lord, he lent it me awhile; 
and I save him ufe for it, 1 a double heart for his 
fingle one: marry, once before, he won it of me 
with fallc dice, therefore your grace may well fay, 
I have loll it. 

D. Pedro. You have put him down, lady, you 
have put him down. 

Beat. So I would not he mould do me, my lord, 
left I fhould prove the mother of fools. I have 
brought count Glaudio, whom you fent me to feek. 

father than have any eonverfation with lady Beatrice. Alluding 
to the diiheulty of accefs to cither of thofe monarchs, but more 
particularly to the former. 

So, Cartwright, in his comedy called The Siege, or Loves Con- 
vert, i65i : 

" bid me take the Parthian king by the beard : or dravr 

an eye-tooth from the jaw royal of the Perfian monarch." 

Such an achievement, however, Huon of Bourdeaux was fent to 
perform, and performed it. Sec chap. 46. edit. 1601. 11 he opened 
his mouth, and tookc out his foure great teeth, and then cut off 
his beard, and tooke thereof as much as pleafcd him." Steevens. 

" Thou m .ill goc to the citie of Babylon to the Admiral 
GaudiUe, to bring me thy hand full of the heare of his beard, 
and foure of his greatcft teeth. Alas, my lord, (quoth the Barrons) 
we fee well you deltre greatly his death, when you charge hinv 
with fuch a menage.'* Huon of Bourdeaux, ch. 17. Bowle. 

* my lady Tongue.] Thus the quarto, 1600. The folio 

reads — this lady Tongue. Steevens. 

I I gave him u(e for it,] U/e t in our author's time, meant 

interejl ol money. Malone. 

s 4 
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D. Pedro. Why, how now, count? wherefore 
are you fad? 

Claud. Not fad, my lord. ' 
. D.Pedro. How then? Sick? 

Claud. Neither, ray lord. 

Beat. The count is neither fad, nor fick, nor 
merry, nor well : butcivil, count; civil as an orange, 4 
and fomething of that jealous complexion. * 

D. Pedro. Pfaith, lady, I think your blazon to 
betrue; though, I'll be (worn, ifhebefo, his con- 
ceit is falfe. Here, Claudio, I have wooed in thy 
name, and fair Hero is won ; I have broke with her 
father, and his good will obtained: name the- day 
of marriage, and God give thee joy! 

Leon. Count, take of me my daughter, and with 
her my fortunes: his grace hath made the match, 
and all grace fay Amen to it! 

Beat. Speak, count, 'tis your cue. 

Claud. Silence is the perfecleft herald of joy: I 
"Were but little happy, if I could fay how much. — 
Lady, as you are mine, I am yours : I give away 
myfeif for you, ancf dote upon the exchange. 

Beat. Speak, coufin ; or, if you cannot, flop his 
mouth widi a kifs, and let him not fpeak, neither. 

D. Pedro. In faith, lady, you have a merry heart. 

Beat. Yea, my lord; I thank it, poor fool, 1 it 
keeps on the windy fide of care: — My coufin tells 
him in his ear, that he is in her heart. 

4 civil as an orange,] This conceit occurs likewise in 

Naflu's four Letters confuted", s5ga., '« Eor the order of my life, it is 
as civil as en orange." Steevens. 

| — — of that jealous complexion.]. Thus the quarto, 1600. The 
folio reads, of a jealous complexion. Steevens. 

I — pour fool,] This was formerly an cxprefTion of tendernefs. See 
Jt inf Ltar, laft fecne ; w Ajid my poor fool u faang'd." Maloni. 
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Claud. And fo fhe doth, coufin. • 

Beat. Good lord, for alliance! 6 — Thus goes every- 
one to the world but I, and I am fun-burn'd ; 7 I may 
fit in a corner, and cry, heigh ho ! for a hufband. 

D. Pedro. Lady Beatrice, I will get you one. 

Beat. I would rather have one of your father's 
getring: Hath your grace ne'er a brother like you? 
Your father got excellent hufbands, if a maid could 
come by them. 

D. Pedro. Will you have me, Jady? 

Beat. No, my lord, unlefs I might have another 
for working-days ; your grace is too coftly to wear 
every day : — But, Ibefeech your grace, pardon me; 
I was born to fpeak all mirth, and no matter. 

D. Pedro. Your filence mod offends me, and to 
be merry befl becomes you ; for, out of queftion, you 
were born in a merry hour. 

6 Good lord, for alliance!] Claudio has juft called Beatrice 
tottftn. 1 fuppofe, therefore, the meaning is, — Good Lord, here 
have I got Si new kinfraan by marriage. Malone. 

1 cannot underftand thefc words, unlefs they imply a wifh for 
the fpeakcr's alliance with a hvrfband. Steevens. 

7 thus goti every one to the world but J, and I am fun-burn'd ;] 
What is it, to go to the world? perhaps, to enter by marriage into 
a fettled ftate but why is the unmarried lady fun-burnt ? I be- 
lieve we Ihould read, — thus goes every one to the wood but t, and J 
am fun-burnt. Thus does every one but I find a fhclter, and I am 
left expofed to wind and fun. The nearefl way to the wood, is a 
phrafe for the readicft means to any end. It is faid of a woman, 
who accepts a worfc match than thofc which fhe had refufed, thai 
fhe has pa(Ted through the wood, and at laft uken a crooked flick. 
But conjectural criticifm has always fomcthing to abate its confi- 
dence. Shakfpearc, in All's well that Ends well, ufes the phrafe, 
to go to the world y for marriage. So that my emendation depends 
only on the oppofition of wood to fun-burnt. Johnson. 

I am fun-burnt may mean, I have loft my beauty, and am eon- 
fequently no longer fuch an objefi as can tempt a man to marry. 

Steevens. 
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Beat. No, fare, my lord, my mother cryM; but 
then there was a liar danced, and under that was I 
born. — Coufms, God give you joy! 

Leon. Niece, will you look to thofe things I told 

you of? 

Beat. I cry you mercy, uncle. — By your grace's 
pardon. [Exit Beatrice. 

D. Pedro. By my troth, a pleafant-fpirited lady. 

Leon. There's little of the melancholy element 
in her, 8 my lord : me is never fad, but when fhe 
ileeps ; and not ever fad then; for 1 have heard my 
daughter fay, (lie hath often dream'd of unhappi- 
nefs, 9 and waked hcrfelf with laughing. 

D. Pedro. She cannot endure to hear tell of a 
hufband. 

Leon. O, by no means; fhe mocks all her wooers 
out of fuit. 

D. Pedro.. She were an excellent wife for Be- 
nedick. 

Leon. O Lord, my lord, if they were but a week 
married, they would talk themfelves mad. 

D. Pedro. Count Claudio, when mean you to go 
to church ? 

* There's Utile of the melancholy element in her,] " Docs not 
our life confift of the Jotir elements f" fays Sir Toby, in Twelfth 
fright. So, alfo in King Henry V: 11 He is pure air and fire, and 
the dull elements of earth and water never appear in him." 

Malone. 

9 Jhe hath often dream d of unhappinefs,] So all the edition* ; 

but M. Theobald alters it to, an hafpir.efs, having no conception 
that ttnhnf>pinefs meant any thing but misfortune, and that, he 
thinks, fhe could not laugh at. He had never heard that it fignificd 
a wild, wanton unlucky trick. Thus Beaumont and Fletcher, in 
their comedy of The Maid of the Mill : 

" — My dreams are like my thoughts, hemeft and innocent: 

M Yours are unhappy." War.bur.ton. 
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Claud. To-morrow, my lord; Time goes on 
crutches, tili love have all his rites. 

Leon. Not till Monday, my dear Ton, which is 
hence ajufl. (evennight; and a time too brief too, 
to have all things anfwer my mind. 

D. Pedro. Come, you make the head at fo long 
a breathing; but, 1 warrant thee, Claudio, the time 
ihall not go dully by us ; I will, in the interim, un- 
dertake one of Hercules' labours; which is, to bring 
fignior Benedick, and the lady Beatrice into a moun- 1 
tain of affection, the one with the other. * I would 
fain have it a match; and I doubt not but to fafhion 
it, if you three will but minifter fuch affiftance as I 
mail give you direction. 

, * into a mountain of afidlion y the one with the other.] A 

mountain of ajjeUion with one another is a Arange expreffion, yet I 
know not well how to change it. Perhaps it was originally written 
io bring Benedick and Beatrice into a mooting oj affcllion ; to bring 
them not to any more mooting* of contention, but to a mooting or 
converfation of love. This reading is confirmed by the prepofuion 
with} a mov.n'ain with each other, or ajjtclion with each other, 
cannot be ufed, but a mooting with each oiher is proper and regular. 

Johnson. 

Uncommon as the word propofed by Dr. Johnfon may appear, 
it is ufed in feveral of the old plays. So, iu Glapthornes Wit in 
a Con/lable, 16J9. 

•« one who never 

»« Had mooted in the hall, or fcen the revels 
»« Kept iu the houfe at ChriAraas." 
Again, in The Return jrom Parnaffut, 1606. 

41 It is a plain cafe, whereon I mooted in our temple." 

Again : 

" at a ry>o;ing in our temple." Ibid. 

And yet, all that I believe is meant by a mountain of ajfetlion is, 
a great deal of affedion. 

In one of StanyhurA's poems is the following phrafe to denote 
a hrgC quantity of love. 

tk Lumps of love promifi, nothing perform'd," be. 
Again, in The Renegado, by Maffinger : 

11 . 'tis but parting witU 

»* A mountain of vexation." 
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Leon. My lord, I am for you, though it cofl me 
ten nights 1 watchings. 

Claud. And I, my lord. 

D. Pedro. And you too, gentle Hero? 

t Hero. I will do any modeft office, my lord, to 
help my coufin to a good hufband. 

D. Pedro. And Benedick is not the unhopefulleft 
hufband that I know : thus far can I praife him ; 
he is of a noble drain, * of approved valour, and 
confirm' d honefty. I will teach you how to humour 
your coufin, that flic fliall fall in love with Bene- 
dick : — and I, with your two helps, will fo pra£ife 
on Benedick, that, in defpite of his quick wit and 
his queafy flomach, 3 he fliall fall in love with 

Thus, alfo iu K. Henry VIII : we find " a fta of glory." In HamleC^: 
14 a fea of troubles." Again, in Howel's Htjlorj cf Venice : 44 though 
they fee mountains of miferies heaped on one's back." Again, ia 
Bacon's Hijcry of K. Henry VII: 44 Pcrkin fought to corrupt the 
fervants to the licuteoant of the tower by mountains of promifes." 
Again, in The Comedy oj Errors : 44 — the mountain of mad flefh that 
claims marriage of me." Little can be inferred from the prefcut 
offence againfl grammar ; an offence which may not flri&ly be im- 
putable to Shakfpeare, but rather to the negligence or ignorance of 
his tranferibers or printers. Steevens. 

Shakfpeare has many phrafes equally harfh. He who would hazard 
fuch expreflions as a form of fortune, a vale of years, aud a kmpejl of 
provocation, would not fcruplc to write * mountain of afedion." 

Malone. 

* « noble Jlrain,] i. e. cfcent, lineage. So in The Faery 

Queen, B. IV. C. viii. S. 33. 

m Sprung from the auncicnt flocke of prince's Jlraine 
Again, B. V. C. ix. S. 3a. * 

44 jSaie goodly temperaunce in garments clcne, 
44 And facred reverence yborn of heavenly June." Reed. 
Again, in King Lear, Afl V. fc. iii : 

44 Sir, you have fhown to-day your valiant Jlrain" Steevens. 

1 queafy ftoraach,] i. e. faueamifh. So, in Antony and 

Cleopatra : . - 

44 Who queafy with hi§ infolence already" . Stievem. 
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Beatrice. If we can do this, Cupid is no longer an 
archer; his glory (hall be ours, for we are the only 
love-gods. Go in with me, and I will tell you my 
drift. [Exeunt. 

S C E N E 1 1. 

Another Room in Leonato's Houfe. 

Enter Don John and Borachio. 

D.John. Itisfo; the count Claudio fhall marry 
the daughter of L eonato. 

Bora. Yea, my lord; but I can crofs it. 

D.John. Any bar, any crofs, any impediment 
will be medicinable to me : 1 am fick in difpleafure 
to him ; and whatfoever comes athwart his alTeclion, 
ranges evenly with mine. How canll thou crofs 
this mariiagc. 

Bora. Not honeflly, my lord ; but fo covertly 
ihat no difhonefly fhall appear in me. 

D. John. Show me briefly how. 

Bora. I think, I told your lord/hip, a year fince, 
how much I am in the favour of Margaret, the 
waiting- gentlewoman to Hero. 

D.John. 1 remember. 

Bora, t can, at any unfeafonable inflant of the 
night, appoint her to look out at her lady's chamber- 
window. 

D John. What life is in that, -to be the death of 
this marriage? 

Bora. Thepoifon of that lies in you to tempel-. 
Go you to the prince your brother ; fpare not to tell 
him, that he hath wrong d his honour in marrying 
the renowned Claudio (whofe cftimation do you 
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mightily hold up) to a contaminated ftalc, fuch a 

one as Hero. 

D.John. What proof fhall I make of that? 

Bora. Proof enough to mifufe the prince, to vex 
Claudio, to undo Hero, and kill Leonato : Look 
yon for any other ilTue? 

D. John. Only to defpite them, I will endeavour 
any thing. 

4 Bora. Go then, find me a meet hour to draw 

* Bora. Go tktn, Jind me a meet hour to draw Don Pedro end (he 

tiwi Claudio, alone: tell them, that you know that lino loves me ; 

. offer them injlances ; which Jhall bear no Itjs likelihood, than to fee me 
ml her chamber-window; hear me call Margaret, Hero; hear Mar- 
garet term me Claudio ; and bring them to Jee this, the very night be- 
Joie the intended wedding :\ Thus the whole ftream of the editions 
from the hill quarto downwards. I am obliged here to give a, 
fhort account of the plot depending, that the emendation 1 have 
made may appear the more clear and unqucflionable. The bufi- 
nefs (lands thus : Claudio, a favourite of the Arragon prince, is, 
by his interceflions with her father, to be married to fair Hero; 
Don John, natural brother of the prince, and a hater of Claudio, 
is in his fplecn zealous to difappoint the match. Borarhio, a raf- 
< illy dependant on Don John, offers his affiftancc, and engages to 
break oil the marriage by this flratagem. " Tell the prince and 
Claudio (fays he) that Hero is in love with in* ; they won t be- 
lieve it : offer them proofs, as, that they fhall fee me converfe with 
her in her chamber-window. I am in the good graces of her 
waiting-woman, Margaret ; and I It prevail with Margaret, at a 
dead hour of night, to perfonate her mirtrcf> Hero ; do you then 
bring the prince and Claudio to overhear our difcoutfc ; and they 
fhall have the torment to hear me addrefs Margaret by the name of 
Hero, and her fay fweet things to me by' the name of Claudio." 
— — This is the fubflance of Borachio s device to make Hero 
fufpectcd of difloyalty, and to break off her match with Claudio. 
But, in the name of common fenfe, could it difpleafe Claudio, 
to hea» his miftrefs making ufe of his name tenderly i If he faw 
another, man with her , and heard- her call him Claudio, he might 
reafonably think her betrayed, but not have the fame rcafon to 
nccufe her of difloyalty. Befides, how could her naming Claudio, 
make the prince and Claudio believe that fhc loved Borachio, as 
he defirc* Don John to iuhmutc to them that flic did ? The 
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Don Pedro and the count Claudio, alone: tell them, 
that you know that Hero loves me ; intend a kind of 
zeal 1 both to the prince and Claudio, as — in love of 
your brother's honour who hath made this match; 
and his friend's reputation, who is thus like to be 
cozened with the femblance of a maid, — that you 
have difcoverd thus. They will fcarcely believe 
this without trial: offer them inftanccs; which mail 
tear no lefs likelihood, than to fee me at her 
chamber-window; hear me call Margaret, Hero; 
hear Margaret term me Borachio ; and bring them 
to fee this, the very night before the intended wed- 
ding: for, in the mean time, I will fo fafhion the 

circumRances weighed, there is no doubt but the paflage ought tp 
be reformed, as I have fettled in the text — hear me call Mai gar it % 
Here ; ktar Margaret term me, Borachio. Theobald. 

Though I have followed Mr. Theobald's direction, I am not 
convinced that this change of names is abfolutely neccflary. Claudia 
would naturally refent the circumftance of hearing another called 
by his own name ; becaufe, in that cafe, bafenefs of treachery 
would appear to be aggravated by wantonnefs of infult; and, at 
the fame time he would imagine the perfon fo diftinguimed 
to be Borachio, becaufe Don John was previoufly to have informed 
both him and Don Pedro, that Borachio was the favoured lover. 

Steevens. 

Wc fhould furely read Borachio inftcad of Claudio There could 

be no reafon why Margaret Ihould call him Claudio ; and that 
would ill agree with what Borachio fays in the laft Act, where he 
declares that Margaret knew not what flic did when flic fpokc to 
him. M. Mason. 

\ Claudio would naturally be enraged to find his miftrefs, Hero, 
(for fuch he would imagine Margaret to be,) addrefs Borachio, or 
any other man, by hi* name, as he might fuppofe that flic called 
him by the name of Claudio in confequencc of a fecret agreement 
between them, as a cover, in cafe flic were overheard ; and h* 
Would know, without a portability of error, that it was not Claudio, 
with whom in fact Qic convcrfed. Malone. 

* intend a kind oj zeal — ] i. e. prtttni. So, in Kint 

Richard III: 

" Intending deep fufpicioa." $TIIVEN», 
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matter, that Hero (hall be abfent; and there fhali 
appear fuch Teeming truth of Hero's dilloyalty, that 
jealoufy fhall be calFd affurance, and all the pre- 
paration overthrown. 

•D.JOHN. Grow this to what adverfe iflue it can, 
I will put it in practice: Be cunning in the work- 
ing this, and thy fee is a thoufand ducats. 

Bora. Be you conflantin the accufation, and ray 
cunning (hall not fhame me. 

D.John. I will prefently go learn their day of 
marriage. [Exeunt. 

SCENE III. 

Leonato's Garden. 

Enter Benedick, and a Boy. 

Bene. Boy, — 
Boy. Si»nior. 

Bene. In my chamber-window lies a book; bring 
it hither to me in the orchard. 9 

Boy: I am here already, fir. 

Bene. I know that; — but I would have thee 
hence, and here again. [ Exit Boy.] — I do much 
wonder, that one man, feeing how much another 
man is a fool when he dedicates his behaviours to 
love, will, after he hath laugh'd at fuch fhallow fol- 
lies in others, become the argumentof his own fcorn, 
by falling in love: And fuch a man is Claudio. I, 
have known, when there was no mufick with him 

* in tit orchard.] Gardens were anciently called orchards^ 

So, in Kerne* end Julitt : 

»• The trtiard wails are high, and hard to climb." 

Stuvixb. 
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but the clfiwn and the fife ; and now had he rather 
hear the tabor and the pipe : I have known, when he 
would have walk'd ten mile afoot, to fee a good ar- 
mour; and now will he lie ten nights awake, carving 
the fafhion of a new doublet. 7 He was wont to 
fpcak plain, and to the puruofe, like an honed man, 
andafoldier; and now is he turn'd orthographcr; * 
his words arc a very fantaftical banquet, jullfo many 
ftrangc difhcs. May I be fo converted , and fee 
with thefe eyes? I cannot tell; I think not: I will 
not be fvvorn, but love may transform me to an 
oyfter ; but I'll take my oath on it, till he have 
made an oyfler of me, he fliall never make me fuch a 
fooL One woman is fair ; yet I am well : another 

7 carving tit fafhion of a ntut doublet. ] This folly, fo con- 1 

fpicuous in the gallants of former ages, is laughed at by all our 
comic writers. So, in Greene's Farewell to Folly, 1617:'** — We 
are alraoft as fantaftic as the Englifh gentleman that is painted 
naked, with a pair of (heers in his hand, as not being refolved 
after what fafhion to have his coal cut.** Steevens. 

The Englifh gentleman in the above extraft alludes to a plate 
in Borde's Introduction of Knowledge. In Barnaby Riche's Faults 
and nothing but Faults, 410. 1606, p. 6, we have the following 

account of a FaJJiionmonger : here comes firft the l'afbion- 

monger that fpends his time in the contemplation, of futcs. Alas! 
good gentleman, there is fomething amifle with him. I perceive it 
by his fad and heavic countenance : for my life his tailcr and he 
arc at fomc fquare about the making of his new fute ; he hath cut 
it after the old ftampe of fomc (talc fafhion that is at the leaft of 
a whole fortnight's (landing." RtED. 

The Englifh gentleman is reprcfentcd [ by Borde ] naked, with a 
pair of tailor's fheers in one hand, and a piece of cloth oa his 
arm, with the following vcrfes : 

»• I am an Eoglilhmau, and naked I ftand here, 
u Mufing in my mynde what rayroent I fliall were, 
41 For now I will ware this, and now I will were th«t ; 
Now I will were I 'cannot tell what," 8cc 
See Camden's Remainej, 1614, p. 17. Malone. 

8 — orthograpier ; ] The old copies read — 9ftkogr*fky. Cor- 
feded by Mr. Pope.' Steevin«. 

Vol. VI. T 
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is wife; yet I am well; another virtuous; »yet I am 
well : but till all graces be in one woman, one 
woman fhall not come in my grace. Rich flic fliall 
be, that's certain ; wife, or Til none; virtuous, or 
Til never cheapen her; fair, or Til never look on 
her; mild, or come not near me; noble, or not I 
for an angel; of good difcourfc, an excellent mu- 
fician, and her hair mall be of what colour it pleafe 
God. 9 Ha! the prince and monticur Love! i will 
hide me in the arbour. [ Wiilidraws. 

9 _ ar.d her hair fhall be of what colour it pleafe Gad. ] Per- 
haps Benedick alludes 10 a fafhion, very common iu the time of 
Shakfpeare, that of dying the hair. 

Stubbes, io his A' atomy of Abujei y i5g5, fpeaking of the attirci 
of women's heads, fays: "■ If any have hairc of her owne naturall 
growing, which is not fairc ynough, then will they die it in diver* 
colours." StEBVINS. 

The puclice of dying the hair was one of thofe fafhions fo fre- 
quent before and in '^ueen Elizabeth's time, as to be thought worthy 
of particular animauvcrfion from tlic pulpit. In the Homily againfl 
excefs of apparel, b. I. 1.^47, after mentioning the common excufei 
of lorne nice and vain women for painting their faces, dying their 
hair, kc. the preacher breaks out into the followiug invective : 
•» Who can paynl her face, and curie her hecic, and ckaungt it 
into an unnaturall ctlcurr> but therein doth worke rcprofc :o her 
maker who made her ? as thoutjhc fhe coulde make herfclfe more 
comclye than God hath appoymcd the mc.fure of her beautic. 
"What do thefe women but go about to refounnc that which God 
hath made ? not knowyng that all thynges naturall is the worke of 
God: and thynges difguyfed and unnatural be the woikcJ of the 
tlevvll," Sec. Heed. 

Or he may allude to the fafhion of wcaring/ayir hair, 41 of what- 
ever colour it pleafed God." So, in a fubfequcnt fcene : " I like 
the new tire within, if the hair were a thought browner.* 1 Fines 
Moryfon, defcribing the drefs of the ladies of Shakfpearc's time, 
1 fays, l » Gentlewomen virgins wearc gownes clofc to the body, and 
aprons of fine linncn, and go bareheaded, with their hair curioufly 
knotted, and raifed at the forehead, buw many (againft the cold, as 
they fay, wcare caps of hair that is not their own."' See the two 
Gentlemen of Verona. Malone. 

The practice of colouring the hair in Shakfpearc's time , re- 
ceives confiderablc illuftration from Maria Magdalene her Life a*d 
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Enter Don Pedro, LeonAto, and Claudio. 

v 

D. Pedro. Come, fhall we hear this mufick? 

Claud. Yea, ray good lord : — How flill the 
evening is, 
As hufiVd on purpofe to grace harmony! 

D. Pedro. See you where Benedick hath hid 
himfelf r 

Claud. O, very well, my lord: the mufick ended, 
We'll fit the kid-fox with a penny-worth. * 

Rcpentar.ct, 1667, where Infdelitie (the Vice) recommends her to a 
goldfmith to die her hair yellow with fome preparation, when it 
fhould fade ; and Corral Concupifcence telli her likewite that there 
was 41 other geare beQdes goldfmiih's water," for the purpofe. 

Doucb. 

* Pedro. Set you where Benedick hath lid him/elf f 
Claudio. 0, very well, my lord : ike mufick ended. 
We'll Jit tke kid-fox wilk a penny-wortk. ] i. c. we will be even 
with the fox now difcovercd. So the word kid, or kiddt, fijnibes 
in Chaucer : 

41 The foothfaftnefs that now is hid, 

44 Without coverture fhall be kid. 

44 When I undoen have this dreming." 

Romaunt of the Rofe, 8171, Sec. 

44 Perceiv'd or fhew'd. 

44 He k'idde anon his bone was not broken." 

Ttoilus and Crejftide, lib. i. 208. 
•» With that anon flerte out daungere, 
44 Out of the place where he was hidde ; 
** His malice in his cheere was kidde." 

Komaunt of the Rofe, 2t3o. Grey. 

It is not impofhble but that Shakfpeare chofc on this occafion to 
employ an antiquated word ; and yet if any future editor fhouM 
cboofe to read — hid fox, he may obferve that Hamlet has faid — • 
44 Hide fox and all after." Steevens. 

Dr. Warburton reads as Mr. Stcevens propofes. Malone. 
A kid-fox fcems to be no more lhau a young fox or cub. In At 
)ou Like if, we have the exprcfiion of — 41 two dog-apes." 

BSTSO*. 

T a 
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Enter Balthazar, with mufuk. * 

D. Pedro. Come, Balthazar, we'll hear that long 
again. * 

Balth. O good my lord, tax not fo bad a voice 
To flander mufick any more than once. 

D. Pedro. It is the witnefs ftill of excellency, 
To put a flrange face on his own perfection : — 
1 pray thee, fing, and let me woo no more. 

Balth. Becaufe you talk of wooing, I will ling : 
Since many a wooer doth commence his fuit 
To her he thinks not worthy ; yet he wooes; 
Yet will he fwear, he loves. 

D. Pedro. Nay, pray thee, come: 

Or, if thou wilt hold longer argument, 
Do it in notes. 

Balth. Note this before my notes, 

There suotanote of mine that's worth the noting. 

D. Pedro. Why thefeare very crotchets that he 
fpeaks ; 

Note, notes, forfooth, and noting! 1 [Mufick. 

Bene. Now, Divine air! nowishisfoulravifrVd! — 
Is it not ftrange, that flieeps' guts fliouidhale fouls 
out of men's bodies ! — Well, a horn for my money, 
when all's done. 

* — _ nith mufick. ] I am not fare that this ftage-direclion 
(taken from the quarto, 1G00) is proper. Balthazar might have 
been defined at once for a vocal and an inftrumental performer. 
Shakfiicare't orcheitra was hardly numerous ; and the hrft folio, 
ioftead of Balthazar, only gives us Jacic Wilfon y the name of the 
actor who reprefented him. Stefvlns. 

* Cfffltf, Balthazar, we'll hear that Jong again. ] Balthazar , the 
mufician and fervant to Don Pedro, was perhaps thus named from 
the celebrated Baltazarini, called Dc Braujoitcux, an Italian perf ormer 
on the violin, who was in the higheft fame and favour at the court 
of Heury II. of France, 1577. BtRNF.v. 

— and noting ! ] *flie old copies — nothing. The correc- 
tion wa» made by Mr. Theobald. Malonc. 



1 



u 



gitized by Gc 



ABOUT NOTHING. a 7 ; 

Balthazar fines. 

i. 

Baltm. Sigh no more, ladies, figh no more, 4 
Men were deceivers ever; 
One foot in Jea, and one on Jhore; 
To one thing conjlant never: 
Then figh not Jo, 
ButHet them go, 
AnaVbcjou blith and bonny; 
Converting all your founds of woe 
Into, Hey nonny t nonny. 

II. 

Sing no more ditties^ fing no mo 
Of dumps, fo dull and heavy ; 

The fraud of men was ever fo f 
Since fummer Jirjl was leavy. 
Then figh not fo, &c. 

D. Pedro. By my. troth, a good fong. 
BALTH. And an ill finger, my lord. 
D.Pedro. Ha? no; no, faith; thou fing'ft well 
enough for a fhift. 

' Afide.] An he had been a dog, that mould 
'd thus, they would have hang'd him : and, 
I pray God, his bad voice bode no mifchief ! I had 
as lief have heard the night-raven, ' come what 
plague could have come after it. 

4 Sigh no more, ladies, Jigh no more, ] 

»• Weep no more, woful flicp herds, weep no more." 

Milton's Lycidas. Si sevens. 

i / pray God, his tad voice bode no mifchief! J had as lief 

have heard the night-raven,] i. e. the owl i VUKTtKOOett. So, in King 
Henry VI. P. III. fc. ri : 

" The night-crow cried, aboding lucklefs time." STIXVIM. 
Thus alfo, Milton, in L Allegro t 

*; And the nifht-raven finjs." Douce. 

T S 
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D. Pedro. Yea, marry; [ To Claudio. ] — Dofl 
thou hear, Balthazar? J pray thee, get us fome 
excellent mufiek ; for to-morrow night vvc would 
have it at the lady Hero's chamber-window. 

Balth. The bcfl I can, my lord. 

D.Pedro. Do fo: farewell. [ Exeunt Balthazar 
and mufick.] Come hither, Leonato: What was it 
you told me of to-day? that jpur niece Beatrice 
was in love with fignior Benedick?* 

Claud. O, ay: — Stalk on, dan; on; the fowl fits. 6 
[Afide to Pedro. ] 1 did never think that lady would 
have loved any man. 

Leon. No, nor I neither; but mod wonderful, 
that flie fhould fo dote on fignior Benedick, whom 
flie hath in ail outward behaviours feem'd ever to 
abhor. 

* i Siolk on, Jaik on; the fowl fits.] This is an allufion to the 
Jlalking-horfe ; a horfe cither real or factitious, by which the fowler 
ancici.tly ihcltercd himfclf from the fij;ht of the game. 
So, in The Hontjl Lauyr, x6t6: 

44 Lye there, thou happy warranted cafe 
41 Of any villain. Thou haft been my Jltlking-korft 
44 Now thefc ten months." 
Again, in the a5th Song of Drayton's Polyollicn : 

41 One underneath his korje to get a fhoot doth Jalk." 
Again, in his Mufts* Elyjium: 

44 Then underueath my horfe, I Jlalk my game to ftrike." 

Steevens. 

Again, in Ntta Skreds of tkt Old Snare, by John Gee, quarto, p. 23 : 
11 mi Methinks I behold the cunning fowler, fuch as I have 
knownc ip the fenne countries and els-whcre, that doe fhoot at 
Avoodcockes, fnipes, and wildc fowle, by fncaking behind a painted 
cloth which they carrey before them, having pidured in it the 
Jhapt of • korfe ; which while the filly fowle gazeth on, it is knockt 
downe with hale fhot, and fo put in the fowler's budget." Reed. 

A Jl a I king-bull, with a cloth thrown over him , was fometimcs 
ufed for deceiving the game; as may be feen from a very elegant 
cut in Lonictri Venatus if A ut upturn. Franc of urti , x58», 4to. and 
from a print by F. Valeggio, with the motto — 

Vt/lthvu *>/m/, dumjlurnos f*UUsd*cts:\ Douci. 

* 

f 
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Bene. Is'tpoffiblc? Sits the wind in that corner? 

[Afidc. 

Leon. By my troth, my lord, I cannot tell what to 
think jof it; but that flie loves him with an enraged 
aiTc&ion, — it is pad the infinite of thought. 7 

D. Pedro. May be, /lie doth but counterfeit. 

Claud. 'Faith, like enough. 

Leon. O God! counterfeit! Thcie never was 

■ 

' — — but that Jhe loves him with an enraged affeclion — . it is fajt 
the infinite of thought.] It is impofnbic to make fenfe and grammar 
of this fpecch. And the reafon is, that the two beginnings of 
two different feutences are jumbled together and made one. For — 
but that Jiie loves him with an enraged ajfeSion , is only part of a 
feutencc, which fhould conclude thus. — is mojl certain. But a new 
idea flriking the fpeaker, he leaves his fentence unfinifhed , and 
turns to another, — It is fafi the infinite of thought, — which is like- 
wife left unfinifhed : for it fhould conclude thus — to fay how great 
that affeclion it. Thofe broken disjointed fentenecs are ufual in 
convcrfntion. However, there is one word wrong, which yet per- 
plexes the feufe ; and that is infinite. Human thought cannot furely 
be called infinite with any kind of figurative propriety. 1 fuppofe 
the true reading was definite. This makes the pafTage intelligible. 
// is fajl the definite •/ thought, — i. c. it cannot be defined or con- 
ceived how great that alfeciiou is. Shakfpearc ufes the word again 
in the fame fenfe in Cymbeline g 

11 For idcots, in this cafe of favour, would 

11 Be wifely definite. * >" 
i. e. could tell how to pronounce or determine in the cafe. 

Warburtok. 

Here are difficulties raifed only to (how how eaGly they can be 
removed. The plain fenfe is, / know not what to thinh otherwife, 
but that Jhe loves him with an enraged affeclion: ft (this affection) 
is paj the 'infinite of thought. Here arc no abrupt flops, or im- 
perfect feutences. Infinite may well enough Band ; it is ufed by 
more careful writers for indefinite : and the fpeaker only means, 
that thought, though in itfelf unbounded, cannot reach or cllimaie 
the degree of her pafflon. Johnson. 

The meaning I think, is, — but with what an enraged affeclion 'Jhe 
lopes him, it is beyond the power of thought to conceive. Malone. 

Shakfpearc ha* a fimilar expreffion in King John: 
11 Beyond the infinite and bouudlcfs reach 
M Of mercy" — . SiEEVENS. 
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counterfeit of paflion came fo near the life of paf- 
fion, as flic difcovcrs it. 

D. Pedro. Why, whateffetls of paflion fhows (he? 

Claud. Bait the hook well; this fifh will bite. 

[Afide. 

Leon. Whateffecls, mylord! She will fit you, — 
You heard my daughter tell you how. 
Claud. She did, indeed. 

D. Pedro. How, how, I pray you? You amaze 
ine: I would have thought her fpirit had been in- 
vincible againft all aflaults of afTe&ion. 

Leon. I would havefworn it had, mylord; cfpe- 
cially againft Benedick. 

Bene. [Afide.] I fliould think this agull, butthat 
the white-bearded fellow fpeaks it: knavery can- 
not, fure, hide himfelf in fuch reverence. 

Claud. He hath ta'en the infection ; hold it up. 

[Afide. 

D. Pedro. Hath fhc made her affection known 
to Benedick ? 

Leon. No; and fwea!*s ihe never will: that's 
her torment. 

Claud. 'Tis true, indeed; fo your daughter fays : 
Shall /, fays {he, that have Jo ojt encounter d himwitk 
[corn, write to him that I love him? 

Leon. This fays (he now when flie is beginning 
to write ,to him: for flie'll be up twenty times a 
night ; and there will flic fir in her fmock, till flie 
have writ a fheet of paper: 8 — »my daughter tells us all. 

t This Jays Jhe now whtn Jht is beginning to write to him : Jot 
Jhe'll be *p twenty times a night; and there will Jhe Jtt in her Jmoeh, till 
Jhe have writ a Jheet oj paper : ] Shakfpeare has more than once 
availed himfelf of fuch incidents as occurred to him from hiftory, 
fcc. to compliment the princes before whom his pieces were per- 
formed. A ftriking inftaace of flattery to James occurs it* 
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Claud. Now you talk of a fheet of paper, I re- 
member a pretty jeft your daughter told us of. 

Leon. O ! — When fhe had writ it, and was read- 
ing it over, fhe found Benedick and Beatrice between 
the flicet? — 

Claud. That. 
» Leon. O ! ihe tore the letter into a thoufand half- 
pence rail'd at herfclf, that fhe fhouldbe fo im- 
modefl: to write to one that fhe knew would flout 
her: I meafurehim, fays fhe, bymyownJpirit t JorI 
JJiould jlout him, if he writ to me; yea % though I love 
him, I Jhould. 

Macbeth ; perhaps ihe pafTage here quoted was not lefs grateful t» 
Elizabeth, as it apparently alludes to an extraordinary trait in one 
of the letters pretended to have been written by the hated Mary 
to Bothwell : 

1 

11 I am nakit , and ganging to flecp , and zit I ceafe not to 
fcribble all this paper, in fo mcikle as reft is thairof." that is, 
I am naked, and going to flecp, and yet I ceafe not to fcribble 
to the end of my paper, much as there remains of it unwritten on. 

Henley. 

Mr. Henley's obfervation mud fall to the ground ; the word in 
every edition of Mary's letter which Shakfpeare could pombly 
have feen, being irk" it, not nakit. 

44 1 am irkir ntcans, 1 am uneafj. So, in As you like it : 
44 And yet it irks me, the poor dappled fools," kc. 
Again, in K. Henry VI : 

44 It irks his heart he cannot be rcveng'd." Sieevens. 

9 0 ! Jhe lore the Utter into a thou/and halfpence ; ] i.e. into, a 
thoufand pieces of the fame bignefs. So, in As you Like it : — 
44 they were all like one another, as halfpence are.'* Theobald. 

A farthing, and perhaps a halfpenny, was ufed to Ggnify any fraall 
particle or divihon. So, in the character of the Priore/s in Chancer: 
44 That in hire cuppe was no Jerthing fene 
44 Of grefe, whan (he dronken hadde hire draught." 
Prol. to the Cant. Tales, Tyrwhitt's edit. v. i35. Steevins. 

See Mortimer ia do s y by Michael Drayton, 4to. i5q6 : 
» She now begins to write unto her lover, — 
44 Then turning back to read what fhe had writ, 
44 She teyrs the paper, and condemns her wit." Maloni. 
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» ■ i 

Claud. Then down upon her knees (he falls, 
weeps, fbbs, beats her heart, tears her hair, prays, 
curfes; — 0 Jwcet Benedick ! God give me patience* 

Leon. She doth indeed; my daughter fays fo: 
and the ecftafy * hath fo much overborne her, that 
my daughter is fometime afraid fhe will do a defperate 
outrage to herfelf; It is very true. 

D. Pedro. It were good, that Benedick knew of 
it by fome other, if fhe wiiL not difcover it. 

Claud. To what end? He would but make a 
fport of it; and torment the poor lady worfc. 

D.Pedro. An he ihould, it were an alms to hang 
him: She's an excellent fwect lady ; and, out of all 
fufpicion, /lie is virtuous. 

Claud. And (he is exceeding wife. 

D. Pedro. In every tiling, but in loving Be- 
nedick. 

Leon. O my lord, wifdom and blood J com- 
bating in fo tender a body, we have ten proofs to 
one, that blood hath the vi&ory. I am forry for 
her, as I have juft caufc, being her uncle and her 
guardian. 

D. Pedro. I would, fhe had bellowed this dotage 
on me ; I would have dafPd 4 all other refpedls, and 

* and tit ecftafy — ] i. e. alienation of mind. So, in the 
TempeJ, A& III. fc. iii : — " Hinder them from what this ecjla/y 
may now provoke them to." Steevens. 

* ■ and blood — ] I fuppofe blood, in this inftance, to mean 
nature, or difpoGtion. So, in Tke 1'orkjhire Tragedy : $ 

»« For 'tis our blood to love what we're forbidden.'' 

Steevens. 

Bhod is here as in many other places ufed by our author in the 
fenfe of pajfion^ or rather temperament of body. Malone. 

4 iavt dafTd — ] To dajf is the fame as to doff, to do of t 

10 put aGde. So, in Macbeth : 

»« _ t 0 iojf their dire difbefJcs." Steevens. 
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made her half myfeif: I pray you, tell Benedick of 
it, and hear what he will fay. 

Leon. Were it good, think you? 

Claud. Hero thinks furely, flie will die: forfhe 
fays, (he will die if he love her not; and me will 
die ere fhe make her love known ; and flie will die 
if he woo her, rather than flie will 'bate one breath 
of her accuftom'd crofTnefs. 

D. Pedro. She doth well: if me fliould make 
tender of her love, 'tis very poflible he'll fcorn it; 
for the man, as you know all, hath a contemptible 
fpirit. 1 

Claud. He is a very proper man. 6 
D. Pedro. He hath, indeed, a good outward 
happinefs. 

Claud. 'Fore God, and in my mind, very wife. 
D. Pedro. He doth, indeed, fhow fome fparks 
that are like wit. 

Leon. And I take him to be valiant. 

D. Pedro. As Hector, I allure you: and in the 

I contemptible fpirit. ] That is, a temper inclined to fcorn 

and contempt. It has been before remarked, that our author ufes 
his verbal adjedives with great licence. There is therefore no need 
of changing the. word with Sir Thomas Hanmcr to contemptuous. 

Johnson. 

In the argument to Darius, a tragedy, by Lord Sterline, i6o3, 
it is faid, that Darius wrote to Alexander " in a proud and con- 
temptible manner. M In this place contemptible certainly means 
contemptuous. f 

Again, Drayton, in the «4th Song of his Polyolbion, fpeaking 
in praifc of a hermit, fays, that he, 

" The mad tumultuous world contemptibly forfook, 
41 And to his quiet cell by Crowiand him betook." 

Steevens. 

* — a very proper man. ] i. e. a very handfome one. So, in 
Othtllo: 

»• This Ludovico is a proper mas," Stmvins, 
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managing of quarrels you may fay he is wife; for 
either he avoids them with great difcretion, or un- 
dertakes them with a mod chriftian-like fear. 

Leon. If he do fear God, he raufl neceffarily keep 
peace ; if he break the peace, he ought to enter into 
a quarrel with fear and trembling. 

D. Pedro. And fo will he do; for the man doth 
fear God, howfoever it feems not in him, by fome 
large jells he will make. Well, I am forry for your 
niece : Shall we go feck Benedick, and tell him of 
her love? 

Claud. Never tell him, my lord; letherwearit 
out with good counfel. 

Leon. Nay, that's impofuble ; (he may wear her 
heart out firft. 

D.Pedro. Well, we'll hear further of it by your 
daughter; let it cool the while. I love Benedick 
well; and I could wifli he would modeftly examine 
himfelf, to fee how much he is unworthy fo good 
a lady. 6 

Leon. My lord, willyouwalk? dinner is ready. 

Claud. If he do not dote on her upon this, I will 
never truft my expectation. [Afidc. 

D. Pedro. Let there be the fame net fpread for 
her ; and that mufl your daughter and her gentle- 
woman carry. The fport will be, when they hold 
one an opinion of another's dotage, and no fuch 
matter; that's the fcene that I would fee, which will 
be merely a dumb {how. Let us fend her to call 
him in to dinner. [AJide. 

[Exeunt Don Pedro, Claudio, and Leonato. 

6 — — unworthy jo good a lady.) Thui the-quarto, 1600. The 
#tft folio unacceffarily reads — «• unworthy to k»vt fo good a lady.'* 

Simvens, 
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Benedick advances from the Arbour. 

Bene. This can be no trick : The conference was 
fadly borne. 7 — They have the truth of this from 
Hero. They feern to pity the lady; it feeras, her 
affections have their full bent. 1 Love me ! whv, it 
muft be requited. I hear how Lam cenfurcd: they 
fay, I will bear myfelf proudly, if I perceive the 
love come from her; they fay too, that (he will rather 
die than give any fign of afFe&ion. — I did never 
think to marry : — I mull not feem proud : — Happy 
are they that hear their detractions, and can put 
them to mending. They fay, the lady is fair ; 'tis 
a truth. 1 can bear them witnefs : and virtuous; — 
'tis fo, I cannot reprove it: and wife, but for loving 
me:—- By my troth, it is no addition to her wit ; — 
nor no great argument of her folly, fori will be 
horribly in love with her. — I may chance have 
fome odd quirks and remnants of wit broken on me, 
becaufe I have raifd fo long againft marriage : But 
doth not the appetite alter? A man loves the meat 
in his youth, that he cannot endure in his age : Shall 
quips, and fentences, and thefe paper bullets of the 
brain, awe a man from the career of his humour? 
No : The world muft be peopled. When I faid, I 
would die a bachelor, I did not think I lhould live 
till I were married. — Here comes Beatrice: — By this 
day, (he's a fair lady: I do fpy fome marks of love 
in her. 

7 . i was fadly borne. ] i. c. was ferioufly carried on. 

1 Steevess. 

8 have their full beat. ] Metaphor from the exercife of the bow. 
So, in Hamlet : ' 

14 And here give up ourfclve,s in the full bent, 
" To lay our fervice freely at your feet." 
The hrft folio reads ~~ " the full bent." I have followed the 
quarto, 1600. Steevens. 
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Enter Beatrice. 

Beat. Againft my will, I am fen t to bid you come 
in to dinner. 

Bene. Fair Beatrice, I thank you for your pains. 

Beat. I took no more pains for thofe thanks, 
than you take pains to thank me ; if it had been 
painful, I would not have come. 

Bene. You take pleafure then in the meflage? 

Beat. Yea, juft fo much as you may take upon 
a knife's point, and choke a daw withal: — You have 
no ftomach, fignior; fare you well. [Exit. 

Bene. Ha! Againji my will I am fent to bid you 
come in to pinner — there's a double meaning in that. 
I took t ho more pains for thoje thanks, than you took 
pains to thank me — that's as much as to fay, Any 
pains that I take for you is as eafy as thanks : — If I do 
not take pity of her, I am a«villain ; if 1 do not love 
her, I am ajew : I will go get her pielure. [ Exit. 



ACT III. S C E N E I. 

Leonato's Garden. 

Enter Hero, Margaret, and Ursula. 

Hero. Good Margaret, run thee into theparlour; 
There (halt thou find my coufin Beatrice 
Propofing with the Prince and Claudio: 9 
Whifper her ear, and tell her, 1 and Urfula 
Walk in the orchard, and our whole difcourfe 
* Is all of her; fay, that thou overheard'ft us; 

9 Propofing with tht Prince and Claudio : ] Propofing is convtrGng, 
from the French word — profo^ difcourfe, talk. Ste*v*ns. 
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And bid her fleal into the pleached bower, 
Where honcy-fucklcs, ripen'd by the fun, 
Forbid the fun to enter ; — like favourites, 
Made proud by princes, that advance their pride 
Againft that power that bred it: — there will flic 
hide her, 

To liflen our propofc : * This is thy office, 
Bear thee well in it, and leave us alone. 

Marc. Til make her come, I warrant you, pre- 
fendy. [ Exit. 

Hero. Now, Urfula, when Beatrice doth come, 
As we do trace this alley up and down, 
Our talk mud only be of Benedick: 
When I do name him, let it be thy part 
To praife him more than ever man did merit: 
My talk to thee rauft be, how Benedick 
Is fick in love with Beatrice : Of this matter 
Is little Cupid's crafty arrow made, 
That only wounds by hearfay. Now begin ; 

Enter Beatrice, behind. 

For look where Beatrice, like a lapwing, runs 
Clofe by the ground, to hear our conference. 

Urs. The plcafant'fl angling is to fee the fifti 
Cut with her golden oars the filver ftreara, 
And greedily devour the treacherous bait: 
So angle we for Beatrice ; who even now 

* ,.. our propofc : ] Thus the quarto. The folio reads — out 
purpoje. Propoje is right. See the preceding note. Steivens. 

Purpo/e, however, may be equally right. It depends only on the 
manner of acccotiug the word, which, in S'lakfpeare's time, was 
often ufed in the fame fenfe as propoje. Thus, in Knox's Hifiorj of 

the Reformation in Scotland, p. 72 : " — with him fi< perfons ; 

and getting entrie, held purpoje with the porter." Again, p. 54, 
" After fuppcr he held comfortable purpoje of God's chofen chiK 
dre»." Kleu. 
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Is couched in *hc woodbine coverture : 
Fear you not my part of the dialogue. 

Hero. Then go we near her, that her ear lofe no- 
thing 

Of the falfc fweet bait that we lay for it. — 

[ Thty advance to the bower. 
No, truly, Urfula, file is too dffdainful ; 
I know, her fpirits are as coy and wild 
As haggards of the rock. 1 

Urs. But are you fure, 

That Benedick loves Beatrice fo entirely? 

Hf.ro. So fays the prince, andmynew-trothedlord. 

Urs. And did they bidyou tell her of it, madam? 

Hrro. They did intreat me to acquaint her of it: 
But I perfuaded them, if they lov'd Benedick, 
To wifh him 4 wreftle with atfecflion, 
And never to let Beatrice know of it. 

Urs. Why did you fo ? Doth not the gentleman 
Defcrve as full, as fortunate abed, 1 
As ever Beatrice fliall couch upon ? 

I As haggards of tkt rock.] Turbervile, in his Hook of Falconry, 
075, tells us, that *' the haggard doth come from foreign parts 
a ftrangcr and a paflengcr;" and Latham, who wrote after him, 
fays, that, »• fhe keeps in fubjedion the moil part of all the fowl 
that fly, infomuch, that the taflel gentle, her natural and chiefeft 
companion, dares not come near that coaft where fhe ufcth, nor Ac 
by the place where fhe ftandeth. Such is the grealnefs of her fpirit, 
Jhe will not aduit of any fociety, until fuch a lime as nature work- 
cth," 8cc So, in The tragical Hijlory of Didaco and Violenla, X576 : 
»« Perchaunce fbe's not of haggard's kind, 

m Nor heart fo hard to bend," &c. Stf.evens. 

« To with him — ] i. e. recommend or drjire. So , in The Honejl 
Whore % 1604 : 

11 Go wifti the furgeon to have great refpeft," 8cc. 
Again, in ThtHoghath loft his Pearl, 1614 : »« But lady mine that fhall 
be, your father, hath toiftid me to appoint the day with you." Reed. 

I as full, ire. ] So in Othello i 

** What a fall fortune doth the thick-lips owe?' fcc. 

< 
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Hero. O God of love! I know, he doth deferve 
As much as may be yielded to a man : 
But nature never framed a woman's heart 
Of prouder fluff than that of Beatrice : 
Difdain and fcorn ride fparkling in her eyes, 
Mifprifing 6 what they look on ; and her wit 
Values itfelf fo highly, that to her 
All matter elfc feems weak: 7 lhe cannot love, 
Nor take no fhape nor project of affection, 
She is fo felf-endeared. 

Urs. Sure, I think fo; 

And therefore, certainly, it were not good 
She knew his love, left (he make fport at it. 

Hero. Why, you fpeak truth: I never yet faw man, 
How wife, how noble, young, how rarely featured, 
But Hie would fpell him backward: 8 if fair-faced, 

Mr. M. Ma fon very juftly obferves, that what Urfula means to 
fay is, kl that he is as defcrving of complete happinefs in the mar- 
riage ftale, as Beatrice hcrfelf." Steivens. 

< Mifprtjing ] Dcfpifing, contemning. Johnson. 

To nifprife is to undervalue or take in a wrong light. So, is 
froilus and CrtJJida : 

*« a great deal mifprifing 

*« The knight oppos'd." Steevens. 

7 that to her 

All matter elfe feems weak.:] So, .in Love's Labours Lpfi i 
u to your huge ftore 

»• Wife things Jeem foolifh, and rich things but poor." 

Steevens. 

* fpell him backward :] Alluding to the pradice of witches 

in uttering prayers. 

The following parages containing a Gmilar train of thought, 
are from Lyly's Anatomy of FF//, i58i. 

" If one be hard in conceiving, they pronounce him a dowlte : 
if given to Qudie, they proclaim him a dunce: if merry, ajefter: 
if fad, a faint : if full of words, a fot: if without fpeech, a cypher: 
if one argue with him boldly, then is he impudent: if coldly, an 
innocent : if there be rcafoning of divinilie, they cry, Qu* fufrm 
jioj, nihil ad nos : if of humanitie, fententias loquitur carnife*." 

Again, p. 44, b. 44 * % if be be cleanly, they [women] term 

Vol. VI. V 
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She'd fwear, the gentleman fliould be her filter; 
11 ^Lack, why, nature, drawing of an antick, 
Made a foul blot: h if tall, a lance ill-headed, 
If luu\ an agate very vilely cut: 9 

him proudc : if meene in apparel, a floven : if tall, a lungis : if 
fhone, a (iwarfe : if bold, blunt : if Ihamefau, a cowarde," kc. 
P 5 i : »» If (he be well fet, then call hei a bofJc : if (lender, a hafill 
twig: if nut brown, black as a coal : if welU olour'd, a paiuted w all : 
if (he be pJeafant, then is (he wautou : if fullen, a clownc : if honeft, 
then is (he coye." Stuvens. , 

t //black, why, nature, drawing $f an antick, 

Mad/ a font Hot :] The antick was a buOoon character in the 
old En^lilh farces, with a Hacked fact, and a patch-work habit. 
What I would obferve horn hence is, that the name of antick or 
antiqyfy t;iven to this character, (hows that the people had fonie 
traditional ideas of its being borrowed from the ancient mimes, who 
are thus defenbed by Apulcius : »* mimi ctniLKCulo, Juligine faiittn 
§idu8i" Warburton. 

I believe what is here fatd of the old Englifh farces, is faid at 
random. Dr. Warburtou was thinking, I imagine, of the modern 
Harlequin. I have met with no proof that the iice of the antick 
or Vice of the old Lu s lifh comedy was blackened. By the word 
Hack in ihe tea, is only meant, as I couccivc, fwarthy, or dark 
brown. Malone. 

A Hack man means a man with a daik or thick beard, not a fwar- 
thy or dark-brown complexion, as Mr. Malone conceives. Douce. • 

When Hero fays, that — 11 nature drawing of'an antick, made a 
fo.il '•/<>.'," flic onlv alludes to a drop of ink. that may cafually fall out 
o( a pen, aud fpoil a grotefjueJTawing. Steevens. 

9 If low, an agate very vilely cut .] But why an agitt y if low ? 
For what likened between a little man aud an agate ? The ancients, 
indeed, ufed this flanc to cut upon; but very cxquifitcly. 1 make 
uo queflion but the poet wrote : 

—an aglet very gi! fly cut : 

An a^lit was a ta^ of ihofc points, formerly fo much in fafinon. 
Thcfe tags were either of gold, Giver, or biafs, according to the 
quality of the wenter; aud were commonly in the ibape of lit le 
images ; or at leall had a head cut at the extremity. '(he l icnch 
call them, aiguiilflles. Mcteray, (peaking of Henry fill's fonow 
for the death of the pr'mccfs of Couti, lays, " — portar.t mime fur 
les niguilleues des f elites teles de «i*/7." And as a (oil mun is before 
compared to a lance HUheaJed ; fo, by the fame figure, a littU una 
it very aptly likeu'd to an a^let ill-<.%t. Warburton. 
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If fpeaking, why, a vane blown with all winds ; ■ 

The old reading i$, I believe, the true one. Vitffy cut may not 
only mean aukwr.rdly worked by a tool into fhapr, but giotcfquelv 
veined by nature as it grew. To this circumilancc, 1 fuppole, 
Drayton alludes in his Mufti tlizium : 

44 With th* agate, very oft that is 

11 Cut Jl*ar\gt!j in the quarry ; 
** As nature meant to ihow in this 

41 How (he herfelf can vary." + 

Pliny mentions that the fhapes of various beings are to be dif- 
covered in agates; and Mr. Addifon has very elegantly compared 
Slukfpeare, who was born with all the feed* ol poeiry, to the 
estate in the ring of Pyrrhus, which, as Pliny tells lit, had the 
figure of Apollo and the nine Mufes in the veins of it, produced 
by the fpoutaneous hand of nature, without any help from art. 

SfEEVENS. 

Dr. Warburton reads aglet, which was adopted, I think, too" 
haflily by the fubfcqnenl editors. I fee no rcafoa for departing 
from the old copy. Shakfpeare's comparifons fcarccly ever anfwer 
completely on both (ides. Dr. Wai burton alks, " What likenefs 
is there between a little man and an agate ? " No other than that 
both are Jmall. Our author has hirnfclf in another place compared 
a very little man to an agate. M Thou whorfou mandrake, ( fays 
Falllaff to his page,) thou art fitter to be worn in my cap, than to 
wait at my heels. I was never fo man'd with an agdte till now." 
Hero means no more than this : 14 If a man be low, Beatrice will 
fay that he is as diminutive aud unhappily formed as an ill-cut 
*gate. M 

It appears both from the paffagc juft quoted, and from one of 
Sir John Harrington's epigrams, 410. 1G18, that agates were com- 
monly worn in Shakfpeare's time : 

The author to a daughter nine years old. 

44 Though pride in damfels is a hateful vice, 

44 Yet could I like a noble-minded girl, 
*« That would demand me things of coflly pike, 

44 Rich velvet j^owns, pendents, and chains of pcarle, 
44 Cark'ncts of agats, cut with rare drtitt," &c. 

Thefe lines, at the fame time ihat they add fupport to the old 
leading, fhew, I think, thai the words 14 vilely *«/,*' arc to be 
-underflood in their ufual fenfe, when applied to precious ftoucj, 
Viz. awkwardly wrought ly a tool, and not, as Mr. Stcevcns lap^ 
polo, grotejquely veined by nature. Malo.se. 

* a vane Hewn uith all winds}} ^fhis comparifoa might 
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If filent, why, a block moved with nunc. 
So turns flic every man the wrong fide out ; 
And never gives to truth and virtue, that 
Which fimpt£nefs and merit purchafcth. 

Urs. Sure, fure, fuch carping is not commend- 
able. 

HERO. No: not to be To odd, and from all fafriions, 
As Beatrice is, cannot be commendable : 
But who dare tell her fo? If I fhould fpeak, 
S!\£*d mock mc into air; O, fhe would laugh me 
Out of mvlclf, iircfs me to death vyith wit. 1 
Therefore let Benedick, like tover'd fire, 
Cpnfumc away in hg Us, wafte inwardly: 
It were a better death than die with mocks; 
Which is as bad as die with tickling. 4 

(Jrs. Yet tell her of it; hear what (he will fay. 

Hero., No ; rather I will' go to Benedick, 
And counfei him to fight againfl his palfion : 
And, truly, Til devife fome honcfl flauders 
To Pain my coulin with: One doth not know, 
llov much an ill word may empoifon liking. 

■ 

ha^c been borrowed from an ancient black-letter ballad, entitled 
A Compaiijon of tit Life of Man : 

»« I may compare a man againe, 

" Even like unto a twining vant % 

M That changeth even as doth the wind % 

" Indeed fo is man's fickle mind." STtEVtss. 
* prefi me !o ieath — ] The allufion is to an ancient punilh- 
meat of our law, railed peine forte if dare, which was formerly in- 
flict i ;i ibofe pcrfons, who, being indiftcd, refufcd to plead. 
In conl. quence of their filcncc, they were prelfed to death by an 
heavy weight laid upon their Romach. This punifhment the good 
fenfc and humanity of the legillatare have within tbcfe few years 
aboliihcd. Malonje. 

'* Which is as bad as die nith tickling.] The author meant that 
tickii»g fhould be prouounced as a triffyllable ; ticketing. So, in 
Spcnfcr, B. II. Canto xii. 

** ■ a Rrauge kind of harmony; 

" Which Guyoif!, fenfes foftly ticketed," &c. Mm one. 
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Urs. O, do not do your coufin fuch a wrong. 
She cannot be fo much without true judgement, 
(Having fo fwift and excellent a wit, s 
As flie is priz'd to have,) as to refufc 
So rare a gentleman as fignior Benedick. 

Hero. He is the only man of Italy, 
Always excepted my dear Claudio. 

Urs. 1 pray you, be not angry with me, madam, 
Speaking my fancy ; fignior Benedick, 
For fhape, forbearing, argument, 6 and valour, 
Goes foremofl in report through Italy. 

Hero. Indeed, he hath an excellent good name. 

Urs. His excellence did earn it, ere he had it.- — 
When arc you married, madam? 

Hero. Why .every day : — to-morrow: Come, go irt; 
I'll fhow thee fome attires; and have thy counfel, 
Which is the befl to furnifh me to-morrow. 

Urs. She's lim'd 7 I warrant you ; we have caught 
her, madam. 

Hero. If it prove fo, then loving goes by haps; 
Some Cupid kills with arrows, fome with traps. 

[Exeunt Hero and Ursula. 

I fo fwift and excellent a wil % ] Swift means ready. So, in 

As you Like it, A8. V. (c. iv. 

11 He is very fwift and fententious." SriEvrNS. 

6 ..argument,] This word feems here to Ggo if;. Ji/courfe, or, 
the powers of reafoning. Johnson. 

Argument, in the prefent inftance, certainly means convtrfation. 
So, in King Henry IV. P. I. " — It would be argument for a 
week, laughter for a month, and a good jeft for ever." Steivins. 

7 She's lim'd — ] She is enfnarcd and entangled as a fparrow 
with birdlime. Johnson. 

So, in The Spanifli Tragedy: 

*« Which fweet conceits are lim'd with fly deceits." 
The folio reads — She's ta'en. SntVENS. 
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* 

Beatrice advances. 

■ • 

Beat. Whatfireis in mine cars? 7 Can this be true? 

Stand I condemn'd fur pride and (corn fo much ? 
Contempt, farewell! and maiden pride, adieu! 

No glory lives behind the back of fuch. 
And, Benedick, love on, I will requite thee; 

Taming my wild heart to thy loving hand ; * 
If thou doft. love, my kindnefs flia.ll incite thee 

To bind our loves up in a holy band : 
For others lay, thou doft deferve; and I 
Believe it better than rcportingly. [Exit. 

SCENE II. 

A Room in Leo nato's Houjc. 

Enter Don Pedro, Ci audio, Benedick, and 

Leo nato, 

D. Pedro. I do but flay r till your marriage be 
confummate, and then go I toward Arragcm. 

Claud. I'll bring you thither, my lord, if you'll 
vouchfafe me. , 

7 What fire is in mine ears?] Alluding to a proverbial faying of 
the common people, that their cars burn, when others are talking 
of them. Warblhton. 

The opinion from whence this proverbial faying is derived, is 
of great antiquity, being thus mentioned by Pliny: 11 Moreover 
is noi this an opinion generally Tcccivcd. That when our ears d* 
glow and tingle, forac there be that iu our abfence doe talke of us ? ** 
Philemon Holland's TratJlalion y B. XXVI11. p. ag7» and Browns 
Vulgar Errors. Reed. 

• taming mj wild heart to thy loving hand;] This image is taken 
from falconry. She had been charged with being as wild as k*g- 
gards of the rock} Die therefore fays, that wild as her heart is, fhc 
will tam$ it to iht hand. Johnson. 
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D. Pedko. Nay, that would be as great a foil in 
the new glofs of your marriage, as to {how a child 
his new coat, and forbid him to wear it. 9 I will 
only be bold with Beuedick for his company; for, 
from the crown of his head to the fole of his foot, 
he is all mirth ; he hath twice or thrice cut Cupid's 
bow-firing, and the little hangman dare not lhoot 
at him:* he hath a heart as found as a bell, and 
his tongue is the clapper; for what his heart thinks, 
his tongue fpeaks. * 

Bene. Gallants, I am not as I have been. » 

Leon. So fay I; methinks, you are fadder. 

Claud. I hope, he be in love. 

D. Pedro. Hang him, truant: there's no true 
dropofblood in him, to be truly touched with love : 
if he be fad, he wants money. 

Bene. I have the tooth-ach. 

■ 

D. Pedro. Draw it. 
Bene. Hang it! 

9 as to Jhow a child his new coat, and forbid him to wear it.) 

So, in Romeo and Juliet : 

** As is the night before fome feflival, 

*' To an impatient child, that hath new robes, 

" And may not wear thera." Steivens. 

* the little hangman dare not JJioot at kim :] This chafer 

•f Cupid came from the Arcad'a of Sir Philip Sidney I 

" Millions of yeares this old drivcll Cupid lives; 
** While ftill more wretch, more wicked he doth prove: 

" Till now at length that Jove him office gives, 
** (At Juno's fuite, who much did Argus love,) 
14 In this our world a hangman for to be 
" Of all thofe fooles that will have all they fee.*' 

B. II. eh. xiv. FARMEt. 

1 at a bell, and his tongue is the clapper i fcc] A covet 

allufion to the eld proverb : 
»» As the fool thinkcth 

So the bell clioketh." Steivens. 

V4 , 
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Claud. You muft hang it firft, and draw it after- 
wards, i 

D. Pedro. What? figh for the tooth-ach ? 

Leon. Where is but a humour, or a worm? 

Bene. Well, Every one can mafter a grief, 3 but 
he that has it. 

Claud. Yet fay I, he is in love. 

D. Pedro. There is no appearance of fancy in 
him, unlefs it be a fancy that he hath to ftrange dif- 
guifes; 4 as, to be a Dutch-man to-day; a French- 
man to-morrow; or in the fhape of two countries 
at once, 1 as, a German from the waift downward, 
all flops ; ' and a Spaniard from the hip upward, no 



* can majltr a griff,} The old copies read corruptly — cannot. 
The corredion w as made by Mr. Pope. Malone. 

4 There is no appearance of fancy, «b-c] Here it a play upon the 
word fancy, which Shakfpearc ufei for love as well as for humour, 
caprice, or affeilalion. Johnson. 

* or in the Jhafe of two countries at once, 8cc] So, in The 

Seven deadly Sirnes of London, by Tho. Dekker, 1606. 410. bl. I. 
*• For an Englifhman's fute is like a traitor's bodie that hath been 
banged, drawne, and quartered, and is fet up in feverall places: 
bis codpiece is in Denmatkc ; the collor of his dublet and the 
belly, in France : the wing and harrow flceve, in Italy : the fhort 
wafte hangs ouer a Dutch botcher's flail in Utrich : his huge floppes 
fpeaks Spanifh : Polonia gives him the'bootes, &c. — and thus we 
mocke euerie nation, for keeping one fafhion, yet fteale patches 
from euerie one of them, to peece out our pride ; and are now laugh- 
ing-ftocks to them, becaufe their cut fo fcurvily becomes us." 

Steevens. 

* . ■- all flops;] Slops are large loofe hreeches, or trowfers, 
worn only by failois at prefent. They arc mentioned byjonfon, 
in his AlchymiJ: 

" fix great flops 

»« Bigger than three Dutch hoys.'* 
Again, in Ram Alley, or Merry Tricks, 161 1. 

14 three pounds in gold 

" Thefe flops contain." Stiivens. 

Hence evidently the term Jlop-feller % for the venders of ready 
made cMhes. Kicaou, 
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doublet: 7 Unlefs he have a fancy to this foolery, 
as it appears he hath, he is no fool for fancy, as 
you would have it appear he is. * 

Claud. If he be not in love with fome woman, 
there is no believing old figns: he brufhes his hat 
o' mornings; What fhould that bode? 

D. Pedro. Hath any man fecn him at the barber's? 

Claud. No, but the barber's man hath been feen 
with him ; and the old ornament of his cheek hath 
already fluffed tennis-balls. 9 

Leon. Indeed, he looks younger than he did, by 
the lofs of a beard. 

D.Pedro. Nay, he rubs himfelf with civet : Can 
you fmell him out by that? 

Claud. That's as much as to fay, The fweet 
youth's in love. 

7 ■ .. . a Spaniard fr$m the hip upward, no doublet:] There can 
be no doubt but we fhould read, all doublet, which correfponds 
with the adual drefs of the old Spaniards. As the paflage now 
ftands, it is a negative defcription, which is in truth no defcriptioa 
at all. M. Mason. 

— no doublet:] or, in other words, all cloak. The words — " Or 
in the fhape of two countries," 8cc. to 1{ no doublet," were omitted 
in the folio, probably to avoid giving any offence to the Spaniards, 
with whom James became a friend in 1604. Malone. 

8 have it appear he is.] Thus the quarto, 1600. The folio, 

x623. reads — 41 have it to appear," 8cc. Steivens. 

* and the old ornament oj his cheek hath already flufTd tennis- 
balls.] So, in A wonderful, Jrange, and miraculous ajrological 
FrognoJIication for this Tear of our Lord iScji ; written by Nafhe, 

in ridicule of Richard Harvey : ** they may fell their haire 

by the pound, to jluffe tenniee balles." Stekvens. 

Again, in Ram Alley, or Merry Tricks, 161 1. 
" Thy heard (hall fcrve to Juff thofe balls by which I get me 
heat at tenice." 

Again, iu The Gentle Craft, 1600. 

•« He'll fliavc it off, and Juffe tenia balls with it." Henderson. 
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D.Pedro. The grcateft noteof itishis melancholy. 

Claud. And when was he wont to wafh his face? 

D. Peduo. Yea, or to paint himfelf? for the 
which, I hear what they fay of him. 

Claud. Nay, but his jetting ipirit; which is 
now crept into a luteftring, 9 and now governed by 
flops. 

13. Pedro. Indeed, that tells a heavy tale for him: 
Conclude, conclude, he is in love. 

Claud. Nay, but I know who loves him. 

D. Pedro. That would I know too; 1 warrant, 
one that knows him not. 

Claud. Yes, and his ill conditions; and, in 
defpite of ail, dies for him. 

D.Pedro. She fliall be buried with her face 
upwards. • 

9 crept into a luteftring,] Love -(ong* in our author's time 

were generally fung to the muuck of the lute. So, in JC. Henry IV. 
P. I: 44 — as melancholy Is an old lion, or a lover's lute." Malone. 

* She Jhall bt buried with her face upwards.] Thus the whole 
fct of editions : but what is there any way particular in this ? Are 
not alt men and women buried fo ? Sure, the poet means, in 
oppofition to the general ^rule, and by way of diftinflion, with 
her heels upwards, or fate downwards. I have chofen the firft 
reading, becaufc 1 find it the expreflion in vogue in our author's 
time. Theobald. 

This emendation, which appears to me very fpecious, is rejeQed 
by Dr. Warburton. The meaning fcems to be, that fhc who afled 
upon principles contrary to others, fhould be buried with the fame 
contrariety. Johnson. 

Mr. Theobald quite miftakes the fcopc of the poet, who prepares 
the reader to expect fomewhat uncommon or extraordinary ; and 
the humour confifts in the difappointment of that expectation, as 
at the end of lago's poetry in Othello t 

44 She was a wight, (if ever fuch wight were) — 

" To fuckle fools, and chronicle fmall beer." Heath. 

Theobald's conjecture may, however, be fupported by a paflage 
|a tht Wild Goojc Cha/t of Beaumont and Fletcher ; 
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Bene. Yet is this no charm for the tooth-ach. — 
Old figuior, walk alide with me; I have iludied 

** — ^— love cannot ftarve me ; 
" For if I die o'th* lirit fit, I am unhappy, 
44 And worthy to be buried urith mj Itils upwards." 
Dr. Johufon's explanation may likewife be countenanced by a 
pavTage in an old black letter book, without date, intitlcd, A merye 
Jejl of a man that was called HowLEOL.**, Sec. k ' How Howltglas . 
was buried." — *« Thus as Howltglas was dcade, than they brought 
him to be buryed. And as they would have put the cofTyn into 
the pytte with n cordes. the corde at the fete brake, fo that 
the fotc of the coflyn fell into the botome of the pyt, and the 
cofTyn flood bolt upryght in the middes of the grave. Then de- 
fircd the people that ilode about the grave that tyrac, to let the 
cotlvn to fland bolt upryght. For in his lyfe tyrne be was a very 
marvelous man, See. and lhall be buryed a* marvailoufly ; and in 
this manner they left Howltglajs," 8cc. 

That this book was once popular, may be inferred from Ben 
Jonfon's frequent alluGons to it iu \\\s*PoetaJlcr : 

44 What do you laugh, Owleglas ? " 
Again, in The Fortunate IJles, a Mafque : 

" What do you think of OwlglaS, 

" InUcad of him?" 
And again, in the Sad Shepherd. This hittory wan originally 
written " in Dutch. The hero is there called U)le-Jpegel. Under 
this title he is likewife introduced by Ben Jon/on in his Alchymijl, 
and the Mafque and Paftorul already quoted. Menage fpeaks of 
Ule/peiglt as a man famous for tromptries Ingenicufes ; adds that his 
Life was tranflatcd into French, and quotes the title-page of it. 
1 have another copy publifhed A Troys, in 1714. the title of 
which differs from that fet down by Menage. 

The paflagc indeed, may mean only — She Jliall be luried in her 
lover s arms. So, in The Winter's Tali : 

44 Flo. What? like a corfc ? 

44 Per. No, like a bank for love to lie and play on ; 

44 Not like a corfc : or if, — not to be buried, 

44 But quick end in my a>ms." ' , 

On the whole, however, I prefer Mr. Theobald's conjecture to my 
own explanation. Steevens. . 

This laftit, I believe, the true interpretation. Our author often 
quotes Lilly's Grammar ; and here perhaps he remembered a phrafe 
that occurs in that book, p. 5g, and is thus interpreted : — 44 Tu 
pubas fupinui, thou heft in led milk thy face upwards." Heels and 
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eight or nine wife words to fpeak to you, which 
thefe hobby-horfes mutt not hear. 

[Exeunt Benedick and Leonato. 
D. Pedro. For my life, to break with him about 
Beatrice. 

Claud. *Tis even fo : Hero and Margaret have 
by this play'd their parts with Beatrice; and then 
the two bears will not bite one another, when they 
meet. 

» 

Enter Don John. 

D. John. My lord and brother, God fave you. 
D. Pedro. Good den, brother. 
D.John. If your leifure ferv'd, I would fpeak 
with you. 

D. Pedro. In private? 

D.John. If it.pleafe you ; — yet count Claudio 
may hear; for what I would fpeak of, concerns 
him. • 

D. Pedro. What's the matter? 

D. John. Means your lordihip to be married to- 
morrow? . [ To Claudio. 

D. Pedro. You know, he does. 

D.John. I know not that, when he knows what 
I know. 

Claud. If there be any impediment, I pray you, 
difcover it. 

i 

jtct never could have been confounded by either the eye or the 
ear. 

Betide! ; Don Pedro is evidently playing On the word din in 
Glaudio's fpeech, which Caudio ufes metaphorically, and of 
which Don Pedro avails himftlf to introduce an allufion to that 
confummatioa which he fuppofes Beatrice wai dying for. 

MALONfc, 
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D. John. You may think, I love you not ; let that 
appear hereafter, and aim better at me by that I now 
will manifeft: For my brother, I think, he holds 
you well; and in dcarnefs of heart hath holp to 
effec"l your enfuing marriage: furely, fuit ill fpent, 
and labour ill bellowed! 

D. Pedro. -Why, what's the matter? 

D.John. 1 came hither to tell you ; and, cir- 
cumftanocs fhorten'd, (for fhe hath been too long 
a talking of,) the lady is dilloyal. 

Claud. Who? Hero? ' 

D.John. Even Hie; Leonato's Hero, your Hero, 
every man's Hero. 1 

Claud. Dilloyal? 

D. John. The word is too good to paint oat her 
wickednels; 1 could fay, fhe were worfe; think, 
you of a worfe title, and I will fit her to it. Won- 
der not till further warrant: go but with me to- 
night, you fhall fee her chamber-window entcrM; 
even the night before her wedding day: if you 
love her then, to-morrow wed her; but it would 
belter fit your honour to change your mind. 

Claud. May this be fo? 

D. Pkdro. I will not think it. 

D. John. If you dare not trull that you fee, con- 
fefs not that you know: if you will follow me. I 
will fliow you enough ; and when you have fecn 
more, and heard more, proceed accordingly. 
1 Claud. If I fee any thing to-night why I fliould 
not marry her to-morrow; in the congregation, 
where I fliould wed, there will I fhame her. 

5 Leonato's Hero % jour Hero, cvtry man's Hero.] Drydeo. 

has tranfplanted this farcafm into his All for Love t 

Your Cleopatra j Doiabeila i Cleopatra ; every man's Cleo- 
patra." Steevens. 
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D.Pedro. And, as I wooed for thee to obtain her, 
I will join with thee to diigracc her. 

D. John. 1 will difparage her no farther, till you 
are my witnelfes: bear it coldly but tiil midnight, 
and let the ilfue fhow itfclf. 

D. Pedro. O dav untowardly turned! 

Claud. O milchief firangely thwaning ! 

D.John. O plague right well prevented! 
So will you fay, when you have feen the fcquel. 

[ Exeunt. 

SCENE III. 
A Street. 

Enter Dogbery and Verges, 4 with the Watch. 

• 

Dogb. Are you good men and true? 

Verg. Yea, or elfe it were pity but they fiiould 
fuftcr falvation, body and foul. 

Dogb. Nay, that were apunifhment too good for 
thcra, if thty ftiould have any allegiance in them, 
being chofen for the prince's watch. 

VtRG. Well, give them their charge, ' neighbour 
Dogberry. 

Dogb. rirft, who think you the moll defartlefs 
man to be conflablc? 



4 - Dogberry and Verges,] The fa'rft of thefe worthies 

had his name flora the Dog-berry, i. e. the female cornel, a fhrub 
that grows in the hedges in every county of England. 

Vtrges is only the provincial pronunciation of Verjuice. 

x Steevens. 

« Weil, give them their charge,] To charge his fellows, fecms 
to have been a regular part ol ihc duty of the conftable of the 
Watch. So, in A New Trick to cheat the Devil, iG3g i ri My 
watch is fet — charge given — and all at peace." Again, in Ike In- 
itiate Countefs, by MarAon, i6o3. " Come on, my hearts ; we 
a/e the city's fecurity 1 11 give ydu your charge." Maeone. 
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1 Watch. Hugh Oatcake, fir, or George Sea- 
coal; for they can write and read. 

Dogb. Come hither, neighbour Seacoal : God 
hath blelfed you with a good name : to be a well- 
favoured man is the gif t of fortune ; but to write 
and read comes by nature. 

2 Watch. Both which, matter conftable, 

Dogb. You have : 1 knew it would be your an- 

fwer. Well, for your favour, fir, why, give God 
thanks, and make no boaft of it ; and for your writ- 
ing and reading, let that appear when there is no 
need of fuch vanity. You are thought here to be 
the moll fenfelefs and fit man for the conllable of 
the watch ; therefore bear you the lantern : This is 
your charge; Youlliall comprehend all vagrom men; 
you are to bid any man (land, in the prince's name. 

2 Watch. How if he will not ftand? 

Dogb. Why then, tak;e no note of him, but let 
him go ; and prcfently call the reft of the watch, to- 
gether, and^thank Gofi you are rid Of a knave. 

V'tuc. If he will not ftand when he is bidden, 
he is none of the prince's fubjedts. 

Dogb. True, and they are to meddle with none 
but the prince's fubjecls: — You fhall alfo make 
no noile in the ftreets ; for, for the watch to babble 
and to talk, is moll tolerable and not to be endured. 

2 Watch. We will rather fleep than talk; we 
know what belongs to a wa'tch. 

Dogb. Why, you fpeak like an ancient and moft 
quiet watchman; for 1 cannot fee how lieeping 
fhould orfend : only, have a care that your bills be 
not ftolen : 6 — Well, you are to call at all the 

6 bills bt rot flolrn :] A bill is (till carried by the watch- 
men at Litchheld. It wat the old weapon of Englifh infantry, 
which, fays Temple, gave the tnoj gkajtlj and dtplorabit wounds. 
it may be called fecurii falcata. Johnson. 
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ale-houfes, and bid thofe that arc drunk 6 get them 
to bed. 

About Sbakfpeare's time halberds weTe the weapons borne by the 
watchmen, as appeals from Blount's Voyage to the Levant : 11 — cer- 
taine Janizaries, who with great Haves guarJ each Arcet, as our 
night watchmen with holbt'ds in London." Reed. 

The weapons to which the care of Dogberry extends, are men- 
tioned in Glapthorne's Wii in a Conjlable, i63g: 

•i Wen f a id, neighbours ; 

" You'ie chatting wifely o'er your bills and lanthorns, 

" As becomes watchmen of difuction." 
Again, in Arden of Fever/Lam, i5g2 : 

" - ihe watcli 

14 Are coming tow'rd our houfe with glaives and bills" 
The following rcpiefentation of a watchmttu y with his. bill on his 
fhoulder, is copied from the title-page to Decker's 0 per ft 0, Sec. 
410. 1612: 




Stiivens* 

6 -bid thofe that art drunk—] Thus the quarto, 1600. 

The folio, i6a3. read* — "bid thtm that," kc. Stiivsns. 
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2 Watch. How if they will not? 

Dogb. Why then, let them alone till they are 
fober; if they make you not then the better anfwer, 
you may fay, they are not the men you took them 
for. 

2 Watch. Well, fir. 

Dogb. If you meet a thief, you may fufpeel him, 
by virtue of your office, to be no true man: and, 
for fuch kind of men, the lefs you meddle or make 
with them, why, the more is for your honefly. 

2 Watch. If we know him to be a thief, fhali we 
not lay hands on him? 

Dogb. Truly, by your office, you may; but, I 
think, they that touch pitch will be defiled: the 
mod peaceable way for you. if you do take a thief, 
is, to let him fhow himfelf what he is, and (leal out 
of your company. 

Verg. You have been always called a merciful 
man, partner. 

Docb. Truly, I would not hang a dog by my will; 
much more a man who hath any honefly in him. 

Verg. If you hear a child cry in the night, you 
mud call to the nurfe, and bid her flill it. 7 

7 If you hear a child cry Jcc. ] It is not impoffible but - that part 
of this fcenc was intended as a burlcfque on The Statutes of the 
Streets, imprinted by Wolfe, in i5q5. Among thefe 1 find the 
following: 

22. u No man (hall blowe any home in the night, within this 
cilie, or whiftle after the hourc of nyne of the clock in the night, 
under paine of imprifonment. 

23. " No man ihall ufe to go with vifoures, or difguifed by 
night, under like paine of imprifonment. 

24. " Made that night-walkers, and evifdroppers, like punifhment. 

25. " No hammer-man, as a frnith, a pewtercr, a founder, and 
all artificers making great found, ILall not woikc after the lioure 
of nyne at night, kc. 

Vol. VI. X 
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2 Watch. How il the nurlc be aileeu, and will 
not hear us ? 

Dour.. Why then, depart in peace, and let the 
child wake her with crying : for the ewe that will 
not hear her lamb when it baes, will never anfwer 
a calf when he bleats. 

Verg. *Tis very true. 

Dogb. This is the end of the charge. You, con- 
ftable, are to prefent the prince's own perfon ; if 
you meet the prince in the night, you may flay him. 

Verg. Nay by'r lady, that, I think, he cannot. 

Dogb. Five (hillings to one on't, with any man 
that knows the flatues, 7 he may flay him : marry, 
not without the prince be willing: for, indeed, the 
watch ought to offend no man ; and it is an ofience 
to flay a man againft his will. 

Verg. By*r lady, I think, it be fo. 

Dogb. Ha, ha, ha! Well, mailers, goodnight: 
an there be any matter of weight chances, call up 

3o. ^ l No raan (hall, after the houre of nyne at night, keepe any 
rule, whereby any fuch fuddaine outcry be made iu the ftill of the 
night, as making any affray, or beating his wyic, or fervant, or 
tinging, or revyling in his houfe, to the difturb-aunce of hit neigh- 
bours, under payne of iii s. iiiid." Sec. kc. 

Ben Jonfon, however, appears to have ridiculed this fcene in the 
Induction to his Bartholomew-Fair : 

44 And then a fubftamial watch to have dole in upon 'em, and 
taken them away with mijUkmg wordi, as the fafhion is in the ftage 
practice." Steevins. 

Mr. Steevens obferves , and I believe juftly, that Ben Jonfon 
intended to ridicule this fcene in his Induction to Bartholomew-Fair ; 
yet in his Tait of a Tub y he makes his wife men of Finfbury fpeak 
juft in the fame Kvle, and blunder in the fame manner, without 
any fuch intention. M. Mason. 

7 the ftatuei, ] Thus the folio, i6a3. The quarto, 1600, 

reads — 44 the natures." But whether the blnnder was defigncd by 
the poet, or created by the printer, mufl be left to the confideration 
of our readers. Stievens. 
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me: keep your fellows' counfels and your own, 8 and 
good night, — Come, neighbour. 

2 Watch. Well, matters, we hear our charge: let 
us go fit here upon the church-bench till two, and 
then all to-bed. 

Dogb. One wordmore, honeft neighbours : I pray 
you, watch about fignior Leonato's door; for the 
wedding being there to-morrow, there is a great 
coil to-night: Adieu, be vigitant, I befeech you. 

[ Exeunt Dogberry and Verges. 

Enter Borachio and Conrade. 

Bora. What! Conrade. — 

Watch. Peace, ftir not. [Afide. 

Bora. Conrade, I fay! 

Con. Here, man, I am at thy elbow. 

Bora. Mafs, and my elbow itch'd; I thought, 
there would a fcab follow. 

Con. I will owe thee an aniwer for that; and now 
forward with thy tale. 

Bora. Stand thee ciofe then under this pent- 
houfe, for it drizzles rain; and I will, like a true 
drunkard, 9 utter all to thee. 

Watch. [Afide.] Some treafon , matters; yet 
ftand clofe. 

Bora. Therefore know, I have earned of Don 
John a thoufand ducats. 

8 _ keep your fcllou/s cotnjels and your own> ] This is part of 
the oath of a grand juryman ; and is one of many proofs of Shak~ 
ipeare't having been very convcrfant, at fomc period of his life, 
with legal proceedings and courts of juAice. Malone. 

9 like a true drunkard, J I fuppofc, it was on this account 

that Shakfpeare called him Borachio , from Borracho, Spaniih, a 
drunkard; or Boiratha } a leathern receptacle for wine. Steevens. 

X 2 
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Con. Is itpoflible that any villainyfhoulc! be fo dear? 

Bora. Thou fliould 1 !! rathcralk, if it wcrepofliblc 
any villainy fhould be fo rich ; v for when rich vil- 
lains have need of poor ones, poor ones may make 
what price they will. 

Con. I wonder at it. 

Bora. Thatfhovvs, thou art unconfirmed: * Thou 
knowcfl, that the falhion of a doublet, or a hat, or 
a cloak, is nothing to a man. 

Con. Yes, it is apparel. 

Bora. I mean, the fafliion. 

Con. Yes, the fafhion is the fafhion. 

Bora, lufli! 1 may as well fay, the fool's the 
fool. But fee'fl thou not what a deformed thief 
this fafliion is? 

Watch. 1 know that Deformed; he has been a 
vile thief this feven year ; he goes up and down 
like a gentleman : I remember his name. 

Bora. Didll thou not hear fomebodv? 

Con. No; 'twas the vane on the houfc. 

Bora. Seed thou not, 1 fay, what a deformed 
thief this fafhion is? how giddily he turns about 
all the hot bloods, between fourteen and five and 
thirty? fometimc, fafliioning them like Pharaoh's 
foldiers in the reechy painting; 5 fomctime, like god 

9 _ any villainy Jliould be fo rich ; ] The fenfe abfolutely 
requites us to read, villain. Warburton. 

Hie old reading may (land. Steevens. 

» thou art unconfirtn'd: ] i. c. unprackifed in the ways of 

the world. Warbcrton. 

t reechy painting ; ] Is painting difcolourcd by fmoke. So, 

in Hans Beer Pot s Jnvijtble Comedj, 1018 : 

" he look'd fo reeckil), 

" Like baron hanging on the chimney's roof." 
from Recan , Anglo-Saxon, to rah, Jumtu. Steeven*. 
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Bel's pricfts 4 in the old church window; fomctime, 
like the (haven Hercules * in the fmirch'd ' worm- 
eaten tapeftry, where his codpiece feems as maffy 
as his club? , 

Con. All this 1 fee; and fee, that the fafhion 
wears out more apparel than the man: But art not 
thou thyfelf giddy with the fafhion too, that thou 
hafl fhiftcd out of thy tale into telling rae of the 
fafhion ? 

♦ like god Brit pritJIs — ] Alluding to fome aukward 

reprefentatioa of the (lory of Bel and the Dragon, at related in the 
Apocrypha. Stef.vens. 

I — Jometime, like the Jhaven Hercules, 8cc. ] By the flaven 
Hercules is meant Sampfon, the ufual fubjed of old tapcfliv. In 
this ridicule on the falhion, the poet has not unarifully given a 
ftroke at the barbarous workmanlhip of the common upcilry hang- 
ings, then fo much in ufe. 1 he lame kind of raillery Cervantes 
haf employed on the like occafion, when he brings hi» kmghi and 
'fquirc to an inn, where they found the (lory of Dido ami .Lncas 
rcprefented in bad tapeftry. On Sauchos iceing the tears bll 
from the eyes of the forfaken queen as big as walnuts, he hones 
that when their atchievements bk-c.ime the general l::bject lor thele 
forts of works, that foitnne will fend them a better ar tilt. What 
authorifed the poet to give this name to Sampfon was the folly of 
certain Chridian mythologies, who pretend that the Grecian Her- 
cules was the Jewilh Sampfon. The rcicaue of our author is to 
be commended: The fobcr audience of that time would bave been 
o Tended with the mention of a venerable name on fo li^ht an oc- 
cafiod. Shakfpe.ire is indeed fometiinrs licentious in ihclc matters: 
But to do him juftice, he generally feem* to have a fenle of reli- 
gion, and to be under its influence. What Pedro (ayt of Benedick, 
in this comedy, may be well enough applied to him : Ike man doth 
fear God, kowever it feems not to be in him Ij Jome large jejls he will 
make. Warbirton. 

I believe that Shakfpearc knew nothing of thefe ChriRiau 
mythologifts, and by the /haven Hercules meant only Hermits when 
Jhaved to make him look like a woman, while he remained in the 
fcivicc of Omphale, his Lydian miflrcfs. Had the Jf.aven Heicultt 
been meant to reprefent Sampfou, he would probably have been 
equipped with a jaw bone inileud of a club. Sfeevlns. 

Jmiith'd — J Smirch'd is foiled, obfeured. So, in As you 

Like it, Ad I. fc. iii : 

11 And with a kiud of umber Jmirch ray face." S*C£V1MI« 
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Bora. Not fo neither: but know, that I have to- 
night wooed Margaret, the lady Hero's gentlewo- 
man, by the name of Hero; flic leans me out at 
her minrefs' chamber-window, bids me a thou (and 
times good night, — I tell this talc vilely : — I fhould 
firft tell thee, how the prince, Claudio, and my 
matter, planted, and placed, and poifcilcd by my 
mailer Don John, faw afar off in the orchard this 
amiable encounter. 

Con. And thought they, Margaret was Hero? 
Bora. Two of them did, the prince and Claudio ; 
but the devil my matter knew flic was Margaret; 
and partly by his oaths, which firft pottc-fTed them, 
artly by the dark night, which did deceive them, 
ut chiefly by my villainy/ which did confirm any 
flander that Don John had made, away went Clau- 
dio enraged ; fworc he would meet her as he was 
appointed, next morning at the temple, and there, 
before the whole congregation, fhamc her with what 
he faw over-night, and fend her home again without 
a hulband. 

1 Watch. We charge you in the prince's name, 
Rand. 

2 Watch. Call up the right mafter conftable : 
We have here recovered the mod dangerous piece 
of lechery that ever was known in the common- 
weal th. 

i Watch. And one Deformed is oneof them ; I 
know him, he wears a lock. 6 
Con. Matters, matters, 7 — 

* wears a lock. ] So, in the Return from Parnajfus, 1606: 

» He whofc thiu fire dwells in a fmoky roofc, 
41 Muft take tobacco, and muft we.nr a ioci." 
See Dr. Warburton's note, Aft V. fc. i. Stifvens. 
1 Con. Majiers, majlers^ kc] In former copies: 
Con. Mafitrs. 
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a Watch. You'll be made bring Deformed forth, 
I wan ant you. 
Con. Matters, — 

1 Watch. Never fpeak; we charge you, let us 
obey you to go with us. 

Bora. We are like to prove a goodly commodity, 
being taken up of thefe men's bill's. 8 

Con. A commodity in qucftion, 9 I warrant you. 
Come, we'll obey you. [Exeunt. 
* 

SCENE IV. 

A Room in Leonato's Houje. 

Enter Hero, Margaret, and Ursula. 

Hero. Good Urfula, wake my coufin Beatrice, 
and defire her to rife. 
Urs. I will, lady. 

2 Watch. You'll be made bring Deformed forth* I warrant you. 

Con. Majirrs never f peak, we charge you, let us oley you to go with us. 

The regulation which I have made in this la ft fpecch, thougU 
againft the authority of all the printed copies , I Hatter mylelf', 
carries its proof with it. Conrade and Borachio are not detigned » 
to talk abfurd nonfenle. It is evident therefore, that Conrade is 
attempting his own juiUfication ; but is interrupted in it by the 
impertinence of the men in office. Theobald. 

• a goodly commodity, being taken up of thefe men's bills. ] 

Here is>a rlufter of conceits. Commodity was formerly as now, the 
ufual term for an article of merchandise. To take up, befides its 
common mcauing, [to approhend,) was the phrafc for obtaining 
goods on credit. " If a man is thorough with them in honcft taking 
up* ( fays Falftaff, ) then they muft ftand upon fecurity." Bill was 
the term both for a (ingle bond, and a halberd. 

We have the fame conceit in King Henry VI. P. II: 14 My lord, 
When (hall we go to Chcapfide, and take up commodities upon our 
bills r Maloni. 

9 A commodity in qucflion, ] i. e. a commodity fubject to judicial 
trial or examination. Thus Hooker : 14 Whofoever be found guilty, 
the communion book hath defcrved leaft to be called in quejion for 
this fault." Steevens. 
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Hero. And bid her conrc hither. 
Urs. Well. [Exit Ursula. 

Marg. Troth, I think, your other rabato • were 
better. 

Hero. No, pray thee, good Meg, Til wear this. 

Marg. By my troth, it s not Co good ; and 1 war- 
rant, your coulin will fay fo. 

Hero. My coufin's a fool, and thou art another ; 
Til wear none but this. 

Marg. I like the new tire within excellently, if 
the hair were a thought browner : * and your gown's 
a moll rare fafliion, iTaith. 1 faw the duchefs of 
Milan's gown, that they praife fo. 

Hero. O, that exceeds, they fay. 

Marg. By my troth it's but a night-gown in 

• ■ ratal i — ] An ornament for the neck, a collar-Viand or 
kind of ruff. Fr. Ralat. Men..ge faith it comes from rubattre. to 
put back, becaufc it was at Hr(l nothing but the collar of the Ihiit 
or fhift turu'd back towards the fhouldeis. T. Hawkins. 

This article of drefs is frequently mentioned by our ancient 
comic writers. 

So, in the comedy of Law' Tricks y Sec. 1608: 

** Broke broad jefts upon her narrow heel, 
" Pok'd her rabatoes, and futvey'd her Jieel." 

Again, in Decker's Guls Hornbook , 1601): — »■ Your fliff-necked 
r/batoes ( that have more arches for pride to row under, than can 
Hand under five London-bridges ) durft not then," Sec. * 

Again, in Dcckei's Untrujjing the Humorous Poet: "What a 
mifcrable thing it is to be a noble bride! There's fuch delays in 
lifing, in tilting gowns, in pinning rtbatoes, in pooling," kc. 

Tire firft and laft of thefe paflages will likewife fervc lor an 
additional explanation of the poking-Jiitks of Jltel , mentioned by 
Autolycus in 1 fit Winter's Tale. Stet vens. 

* ■ if tht hair wire a thought browner:] i. e. the falfe hair 

attached to the cap; for we learn from Stubbcs's Anatomie of Abvjts % 
1595, p. 40, that ladies were 11 not fimplic content with their own 
hairc, but did buy up other haire either of horfes, mares, or any 
•ihcr Grange be»fts, dying it of what collour tbey HA thcmfclves." 

SniYtM. 
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refpeft of. yours: Cloth of gold, and cuts, and laced 
vvitb filvcr; fct with pearls, down fleevts, fide- 
flceves, " and fkirts round, underborne with a bluiQi 
tinlcl: but for a fine, quaint, graceful, and excel- 
lent faihion, yours is worth ten on't. 

• Cidc-Jeete's, ) Si^-flcevcs, I belieVe, mean long onei. 

So, in Greene's Farewell to Follie , 1617: " As great lelfc-love 
lurketh in a Ji^-gowne, a$ in a Jliort armour." Again-, in Lane- 
ham's Account of Queen Elizabeth's entertainment at Kenelworth- 
Caftle, 1S75, the minilrcl's » gown had Jide -fleews down to the mid- 
leg," Clement Vaflon (See Fajlon Letters , Vol. I. p. , 2nd 
edit.) had *• a Jhorl blue gown that was made of a fide-^ov/u." i. e. 
of a lorg one. Again, in The UJ Voyag' 0 f Captaine Frobi/her, by 
Dion) fe Settle, i2ino. bl. 1. 1577: 11 They make their apparell with 
hoodes and tailcs, Sec. The men have them not fo Jytie as the women." 

Such long llccvcs, within my mftuory, were worn by children, 
and were called hanging Jeeves ; a term which is prefeVvcd in a line, 
I think, of Drydcn •• 

" And mifs in hanging-Jeeves now fhakes the dice." 

Side or Jyde in the North of England, and in Scotland, is ufed 
for long when applied to a garment, and the word has the fame 
fignificalion in the Anglo-Saxon and Danifh. Vide Gloifary to 
Cawainc Douglas's Virgil. To remove an appearance of tauto- 
logy , as dou-n-Jeeves may fcem fynonymous with jide-Jeeves , a 
comma muft be taken out, and the paflage printed thus — 14 Set 
with pearlsi down fleeves , or down th" Uceves.' The fecond pa- 
ragraph of this note is copied from the Edinburgh Magazine , for 
Nov. 1786. Steevbns. 

Sirfi-fleevca were certainly long, fie eves, as will appear from the 
following inftances. Stove's Chronicle, p. 327, tempore Hen. IV : 
»« This time was ufed exceeding pride in garments, gownes with 
deepe aud broad fleeves commonly called poke flecves, the fervants 
ware them as well as their matters, which might well have been 
called the receptacles of the devil, lor what they ftole they hid in 
their flecves, whereof forae hung downe to the fcete, and at lcaft 
to the knees, full of cuts and jagges, wheteupou were made thefe 
vcrfes : [ i. e. by Tho. Hoccleve. | 

il Now hath this land little ncede of broomes 

» To fweepe away the filth out of the llrecte, 
** Sen Jide-Jleeves of pennileffe groomes 

m Will it up licke be it drie or wectc." 

Again, in Fitzherbert's Booh of Hujbandry : 4t lhevr cotes be fo 
Jyde that they be fayne to tucke them up whan they ride, as women 
do theyr kyrteli whan they go to the nuiket," Sec. Reid. 
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Hero. God give rae joy to wear it, for my heart 
is exceeding heavy ! 

Marg. 'Twill be heavier foon, by the weight of 
a man. 5 

Hf.ro. Fie upon thee! art not afhamed? 

Marg. Of what, lady? of fpeaking honourably ? 
Is not marriage honourable in a beggar? Is not 
your lord honourable without marriage? I think f 
you would have me fay, faving your reverence, — 
a hufband: an bad thinking do not wreft true fpeak- 
ing, HI offend no body: Is there any harm in 
— the heavier for a hujband? None, I think, an it be 
the right hufband, and the right wife; othervvife 
'tis light, and not heavy: Afk my lady Beatrice 
elfe, here {he comes. 

Enter Beatrice. 

Hero. Good morrow, coz. 
Beat. Good morrow, fwect Hero. 
Hero. Why, how now! do you fpeak in thefick 
tune ? 

Beat. I am out of all other tune, methinks. 
Marg. Clap us into — Light o' love ;* that goes 
without a burden; do you fing it, and Til dance it. 

3 'twill be heavier /#M, *; tht weight of a man. ] So, in Troiltt 
and Crejfida: 

44 — — the heavier for a whore." Steevens. 

* Light o'love;] This tune i$ alluded to in Fletcher's Two 

Nolle Km/men. The gaoler's daughter, fpeaking of a horfe, fays : 

44 He gallops to the tune of Light o'love." 
It is mentioned agaiu in The Two Gentlemen of Verona: 

41 Bert fing it to the tune of Light o'love." 
And in The Nolle Gentleman of Beaumont and Fletcher. Again, 
in A Gcr'ious Gallery of gallant Inventions, kc. 410. 1578: " The 
lover e.:horteth his lady to be conftant to the tune of 

44 Attend go play thee — 

« Not Light of love, lady," kc. Stievins. 
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Beat. Yea, Light love, with your heels ! — then 
if your hufband have (tables enough, you'll fee he 
fhail lack no barns. * 

Marc. () illegitimate conftruction! I fcorn that 
with my heels. 

Beat, 'Tis almoft five o'clock, coufin; 'tis time 
you were ready. By my troth I am exceeding ill: — 
lieV ho ! , 

Marg. For a hawk, a horfe, 01 a hufband? 6 

Beat. For the letter that begins them all, H. 7 



This is the name of an old dance tune which has occurred already 
in The Two Gentlemen of Verona. 1 have lately recovered it from 
an ancient MS. and it is as follows : 
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lb Sir J. Hawkins. 

' no barns. ] A quihble between barns, repofitorics of corn, 

and bairns, the old word for children. Johnson. 
So, in The Winter's Tale : 

*» Mercy on us, a barn ! a very pretty barn ! " SteevenS. 
* ■ hey ho ! 

Marg. For a hawk, a hcife, or a hufband 3 ] "Hugh 1 ho for a 
hujbayiJ, or the willing maid's Wants made known, " is the title of 
an old ballad in the Pcpyhan Collection, in Magdalen College, 
Cambrigde. Malone. 

7 For the letter that begins them atl , H. ] This, is a poor jeft, 
foinewhat obfeured, and not worth the trouble of elucidation. 

Margaret aflcs Beatrice for what flic cries, hry ho ; Beatrice an- 
(wcis, for an H, that is for an ache, or pain. Johnson. 



3i6 MUCH ADO 

Marg. Well, an you be no t turn'd Turk; 1 there's 
no more failing by the ftar. 

Beat. What means the fool, trow? ' 

Marg. Nothing 1; but God fend every one their 
heart's defire! 

Hero. Thefe gloves the count fent me, they are 
an excellent perfume. 

Beat. I am flufPd, coufin, I cannot fmcll. 

Marg. A maid, and flufPd ! there's goodly 
catching of cold. 

Beat. O, God help me ! jGdd help me ! how long 
have you profefs'd apprchenfion ? 

Marg. Ever fince you left it: Doth not my wit 
become me rarely? 

Beat. It is not feen enough, you mould wear it 
in your cap. — By my troth, I am ftck. 

Heywood, among his Epigrams, publifhed in i566, has one on 
the letter H : 

41 H is word among letters in the crofs-row ; 

44 For if thou find him cither in thine elbow , 

44 In thine arm, or leg, in any degree ; . 

* 4 In thine head, or tctth, or toe, or knee; 

44 Into what place foevcr H may pike him , 

44 Wherever thou find ache thou (halt not like him." 

Steevens". 

• ■ • turnd Turk,] i. c. taken captive Hy love, and turned a 
renegado to his religion. Warburton. 

This inteqiretatiou is fomcwhat far-fetched, yet, perhaps, it is 
right. Johnson. ' 

Hamlet ufes the fame exprefhon, and talks of his fortune's turning 
Turk. To turn Turk, was a common phrafc for a change of con- 
dition or opinion. So, in Tht Hcnefi Whore,' by Decker, 1616 : 
44 If you 'tern Turk again," &c. Sieevens. 

9 What means the jool, irow ? ] This obfoletc exclamation of 
enquiry, is corrupted from / tiow, or trow you, and occurs again 
in The Merry Wives of Windftrt 41 who's there, trow?" To trou 
is to imagine, to conceive. So, in Romeo and Juliet, the Nurfc fays : 
» Twas no need, I tr$w 1 to bid me trudge. Stesvins. 
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Marg. Get yon fome of this diftiird Carduus 
Benedictus, • and lay it to your heap; it is the only 
thing for a qualm. 

Hero. There thou prick'ft her with a thiftle. 

Beat. Bcnedictus! vvhy Bencdi&us? you have 
fome moral 1 in this Benedidlus. 

Marg. Moral ? no, by my troth, 1 have no moral 
meaning; I meant, plain holy-thiflle. You may 
think, perchance, that I think you arc in love: nay, 
by'r lady, 1 am not luch a fool to think what 1 lift; 
nor I lift not to think what I can ; nor, indeed, I 
canrtot think, if I would 'think my heart out of 
thinking, that you are in love, or that you will be 
in love, or that you can be in love: yet Benedick was 
fuch another, and now is he become aman : he fwore 
he would never marry ; and yet now, in defpite of 
his heart, he cats his meat without grudging: 4 and 

3 Carduus Ben'diflus, ] 41 Carduus BenediQus , ot blcfled 

I'lilllr: (fays Cogan in his Haven oj Healthy 1 5g5 ) fo worthily 
named for the Angular virtues that it hath." — »» This herbe may 
worthily be called Btnediftus, or Omnimorbia, that is, a falve for 
evcryfore, not knowen to phyfuians of old time, but lately revealed 
by the fpcciall providence of Almighty God." Steevens, 

* — — fome moral — J That is, fome fecret meaning, like tho 
moral of a fable. Johnson. 

Dr. Johnfoa'i explanation is certainly the true one, though it 
has been doubted. In The Rape oj Lucrece our author ufes tho 
verb to moralize in the fame fenfe : 

11 Nor could fhc moralize his wanton fight." 
i. e. invefligate the latent meaning of his looks. 

Again, in The Taming of the Shrew: ** and has left me 

here behind, to expound the meaning or moral of his figns and 
tokens." Malum. 

Moraliialions ( for fo they were called ) are fubjoined to many of 
our aucient Tales, reducing them into Cbriftian or moral leffous. 
See the Qejla fiomanorum, kc. Steevens. 

* he eats his meat without grudging: ] I do not fee how this 
is a proof of Benedick's chaDge of mind. It would afford more 
proof of amorournefs to fay, he eats not his meat without grudging ; 
but it is impolublc to fix she meaning oi proverbial cxpreflious: 
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i 

how you may be converted, I know not; but nie- 
thinks, you look with your eyes as other women do. r 
Beat. What pace is this that thy tongue keeps? 

Marc. Not a falfe gallop. 

» 

Re-enter Ursula. 

Urs. Madam, withdraw; the prince, the count, 
fignior Benedick, Don John, and all the gallants of 
the town, are come to fetch vou to church. 

Hero. Help to drel's me, good coz, good Meg, 
good Urfula. [Exeunt, 

» 

SCENE V. 

i Another Room in Leonato's Houfe. 

Enter Leonato, with Dogberry and Verges. 

Leon. What would you with me, honeft neigh- 
bour ? 

Dogb. Marry, fir, I would have Come confidence 
with you, that decerns you nearly. 

Leon. Brief, I pray you ; for you fee, 'tisabufy 
time with me. 

Dogb. Marry, this it is, fir. 

Verg. Yes, in truth it is, fir. 

Leon. What is it, my good friends? 

• 

perhaps, to eat meat without grudging, was the fame as, to do as others dc, 
and the meaning is, he is content to live by fating like other mortals, 
and will be content, notwithjlandiug his boajls, like other mortals, /o 
have a wife. Johnson. 

Johnfon confiders this paflage too literally. The meaning ofit 
is, that Benedick it in love, and takes kindly to it. M. Mason. 

The meaning, 1 think, is, 41 and yet now, in fpite of his resolu- 
tion to the contrary, he feeds on love, and likes his food. '* M A lo N £• 

I - ■■■■ you look with your eyes as other women do.] i. e. you direct 
jro«r eyes toward the fame objcft; viz. a hulband. Steevens. 
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Dogb. Goodman Verges, fir, fpeaks a little ofF 
the matter : an old man, lir, and his wits are not fo 
blunt, as, God help, I would defire they were; but 
in faith; honed, as the (kin between his brows. 4 

Verg. Yes, I thank God, I am as honed as any 
man living, that is an old man, and no honeder 
than I. ' 

Dogb. Companions are odorous: palabras,* 
neighbour Verges. 

Leon. Neighbours, you are tedious. 

Dogb. It pleafes your worflbip to fay fo, but wc 
are the poor duke's officers ; 7 but, truly, for mine 
own part, if I were as tedious as a king, I could 
find in my heart to bedow it all of your worlhip. 

4 hontjt, as tht Jkin betwten ha brows. ] This is a proverbial 

•xprcflion. Stefvens. 

So, in Gammar Gurtons Ntedlt, 1 5 75 : 

14 1 am as true, I would thou knew, as ./tin bttwent thy brous", 
Again, in Cartwrighfs Ordinary, Atl V. fc. ii : 

»« I am as hontji as tht Jkin that is bttwttn thy brows." 

Reed. 

* I am as hontjl as any man living that is an old man, and no 
Kontjltr than I. ] There is much humour , and extreme good fenfe 
under the covering of this blundering exprefiion. It is a Qy 
inGnuation, that length of years, and the being much ha c knit d in tht 
ways of men, as Shatfpearc cxprcfles it, take oil the glofs of virtue, 
and bring much defilement on the manners. For, as a great wic 
[ Swift J fays, Youth is tht Jeajon oj virtue: corruptions grow with 
yean, and I btlitvt tht oldeji rogut in England is tht greatejl. 

Warburton. 

Much of this is true, but I believe Shakfpeare did not intend to 
beftow all this refleaion on the fpeaker. Johnson. 

6 r- patabras, ] So, in Tht Taming of tht Skrtw % the Tinker 

fays, pvt. at pallabras, i. e. few words. A fcrap of Spanifh, which 
might once have been current anions the vulgar, and had appeared, 
as Mr. Henley obferves, in The Spanijh Tragedy: »• Pocas pallabras, 
milde as the lambc." Steevfns. 

7 — — toe art tht poor duke's ojfittis; ] This flrokc of pleafaotry 
has already occurred in Mtajurt for Mta/urt , Act II. fc. i. where 
Elbow fays: — " If it plcafe your honour, 1 am ihe /w dnhts 
conftablc." Steevens. 
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Leon. All thy tedioufnefs on me! ha! 

Dogb. Yea, and 'twere a thoufand times more 
than 'tis: for I hear as good exclamation on your 
worlhip, as of any man in the city; and though I 
be but a poor man, 1 am glad to hear it. 

Verg. And fo am I. 

Leon. I would fain know what you have to fay. 

Verg. Many, fir, our watch to-night, excepting 
your worfhip's prefence, have ta'en a couple of as 
arrant knaves as any in Medina. 

Dogb. Agoodoldman, fir; he will be talking ; 
as they fay, When the age is in, the wit is out ; 
God help us ! it is a world to fee ! 7 — Well faid, 
i 1 faith, neighbour Verges : — well, God's a good 
man ; s An two men ride of a horfe, one mull ride 

7 — — it is a world to fee'. ] i. e. it is wonderful to fee. So, in. 
HI for Money, an old moralitv, 1^94 : " // is a world to fee how 
greedy they be of money." The fame phrafe oficu occurs, with 
the fame nicanioj, in Holiumcd. Sit- evens. 

Again, in a letter from the Earl of VVorccRer to the Earl of 

Salifbury, 1609 : 11 While this tragedee was ading yt was a world 
to hcare the reports hearc." 

Lodge's Ulnjtrations, Vol. III. p. 38o. Reld. 

Rather, it is worth feeing. Barret in his Alv eerie, i5So, explains 
«« It is a world to hcare," by it is a thing worlhie the hearing. 
Audirc eft opera: pretium. Herat. 

And in The Myrrour of good manners comfyled in latyn by Domyniie 
Mancyn and tranjlate into englyjlte by Alexander Bercley prej. lm- 
ftynttd by Rychard Rynjon , bl. I. no date, the line »* EJt optrtr 
pretium doAos fpectare colonos" — is rendered 11 A world it is to Jt 
wyfc tyllcrs of the grounde." Holt Whitk. 

« well, God's a good man ; ] So, in the old Morality or 

Interlude of Lufty Juvenilis : 

11 He wyl lay, that God is a good Man, 

** He can make him no better, and fay the bed he can.'* 
Again in A mery G'Jlt of Robin Htode, bl. I. no datef 

41 For God is hold a right wife nan, 

" And fo it bis dame," Sec. SifcSVkNS. 
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behind — An honefl foul, i'faith, fir; by my troth 
he is, as ever broke bread: but, God is to be wor- 
fhipp'd: All men are not alike; alas good neigh- 
bour ! 

« • • 

Leon. Indeed, neighbour, he comes too fhort of 
you. 

Dogb. Gifts, that God gives. 
Leon. I muft leave you. 

Dogb. One word, fir: ourwatch, fir, have, in- 
deed, comprehended two afpicious perfons, and we 
would have them this morning examined before 
your worfhip. 

Leon. Take their examination yourfelf, and 
bring it me; I am now in great hafle, as it may 
appear unto you. 

Dogb. It {hall be fuffigance. 

Leon. Drink fome wine ere you go: fare yoa 
well. ' 

- 

Enter a MelTenger. 

Mess. My lord, they (lay for you t6 give your 
daughter to her hufband. 

Leon. I will wait upon them ; I am ready. 

[ Exeunt Leonato and Meflenger. 

Dogb. Go, good partner, go, get you to Francis 
Seacoal, bid him bring his pen and inkhorn to the 
gaol ; we are now to examination thefe men. 

9 ■ An two men ride, Sec. ] This is not out of place , or 
-without meaning. Dogberry , in his vanity of fuperior parts, 
apologizing for his neighbour, obferves , that of two men on an 
lor/t, one muft ride bekind. The jirjt place of rank or uaderftanding 
eau belong but to tne % and that happy one ought not to defpife his 
inferiour. Johnsoh. 

Vol. VI. i Y 
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Vfrg. And we inuft do it wifely. 

DooB. We will fpare for no wit, I warrant you; 
here's that [ Touching his forehead. ] (hall drive fomc 
of them to a non com : * only get the learned writer 
to let down our excommunication, and meet mc 
at the gaol. [ Exeunt. 



A C T IV. SCENE I. „ 
The infidc of a Church. 

Enter Don Pedro, Don John, Leonato, Friar, 
Claudio, Benedick, Hero, a/aa Beatrice, &c. 

Leon. Come, friar Francis, be brief; only to the 
plain form of marriage, and yon fliall recount their 
particular duties afterwards. 

Friar. You come hither, my lord, to marry this 
lady? 

Claud. No. 

Leon. To be married to her, friar ; you come to 
marry her. 

Friar. Lady, you come hitherto be married to 
this count? 
„ Hero I do. 
Friar. If cither of you know any inward im- 
pediment 1 why you fhould not be conjoined, I 
charge you, on your fouls, to utter it. 

* to a now com : ] l. e. to a nan compos mentis ; putthem out 

of ihcir wits: — or perhaps he confounds the term with non-plus. 

Malo.se. 

3 If either oj you know any inward impediment, kc. ] This is bor- 
rowed from our Marriage Ceremony, winch (with a lew flight changes 
in phraicology ) is the fame as was ufed in the time of Shakfpvrc. 

Dolce. 
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Claud. Know you any, Hero ? 

Hero. None, my lord. 

Friar. Know you any, count? 

Leon. I dare make his anfwer, none. 

Claud. O, what ^ men dare do! what men may 
do! what men daily do! not knowing what they 
do! 

Bene. Hownow! Interjections? Why, thenfome 
be of laughing, 4 as, ha! ha! he! 

Claud. Stand thee by, friar: — Father, by your 
leave; 

Will vou with free and unconftrained foul 

4 

Give me this maid, your daughter? 

Leon. As freely, fon, as God did give her me. 

Claud. And what have I to give you back, whofc 
worth 

May counterpoife this rich and precious gift? 

D. Pedro. Nothing, unlefs you render her again* 

Claud. Sweetprince, you learn me noble thank* 
fuinefs. — 
There, Lconato, take her back again ; 
Give not this rotten orange to your friend; 
She's but the fign and femblance of her honour: — 
Behold, how like a maid flic blufhes here: 
O, what authority and mow of truth 
Can cunning fin cover itfelf withal! 
Comes not that blood, as modeft evidence, 
To witnefs fimple virtue ? Would you not fwear, , 
All you that fee her, that /he were a maid, 
By thefe exterior fhows? But fhc is none: 

4 — Jome be oj laughing, ] Thii it a quotation fromUic Accidence. 

Johnson. 

y s 
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She knows the heat of a luxurious bed: * 
Her blufh is guiltinefs, not modelly. 

L»on. What do you mean, my lord? 

Claud. Not to be married, 

Not knit my foul * to an approved wanton. 

Leon. Dear my lord, if you, in your own proof 7 
Have vanquifh'd the refiflance of her youth, 
And made defeat of her virginity, 

Claud. 1 know what you would fay; If I have 
known her, 

You'll fay, fhe did embrace me as a hufband, 
And Co extenuate the 'forehand fin: 
No, Leonato, 

1 never tempted her with word too large; * 
But, as a brother to his filler, fliow'd 
Badiful fmcerity, and comely love. 

Hero. And feem'd I ever othervvife to vou? 

Claud. Outon thy feeming.' * I will writeagainfl 
it:' 



* — — luxurious bed: ] That it, lafcivious. Luxury is the con- 
feflor'k term ior unlawful pleufures of the fex. Johnson. 

Thus Piflol, in Kin S Htnrj V. calls Flucllen a 

44 damned and luxurious mountain goat " STEEVENS. 

Again, in Ike Life and Deal* of Edward II. p" I2g: 

11 Luxurious Qucene, this is thy foulc dcfiic." Reed. 

< Not knit mr /flu/, Ice. ] The old copies read, injuriouily to 
metre, — Not to knit, 8a. I fufpect, however, that our author 
wioie — Not knit, 8cc. Steevens. 

7 Dear my lord, if you, in your own proof — ] In your own proof 
may figu.fy in your own lual of ktr. TvRWHITT. 

Dear like door, /r*, lour, and many fimilar words, is here ufed 
as a dill, liable. Malone. 

* 1 word too large ; 1 So he ufes Urge jejs in this play, for 
licentious not refrained within due bounds. JOHNSON. 

thy Jttming ] The old copies have thee. The emendation 

is Mr. Pope s. Id the next line Shakfpeare probably wrote — 
feem'd. Malone. 
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You feem to me as Dian in her orb ; 
As chafle as is the bud 3 ere it be blown ; 
But you are more intemperate in your blood 
Than Venus, or thole pamper* d animals 
That rage in favage fenfuality. 

Hero. Is my lord well, that he doth fpeak fo 
wide ? 4 

Leon. Sweet prince, why fpeak not you? 

D. Pedro. What ftiould I fpeak? 

I (land difhonour'd, that have gone about 
To link my dear friend to a common fiale. 

Leon. Are thcfe things fpoken? or do I but 
dream? 1 

D.John. Sir, they are fpoken, and thefe things 
are true. 

Bene. This looks not like a nuptial. 

, Hero. True, O God! 

Claud. Leonato, ftandlhere? 
Is this the prince? Is this the prince's brother? 
Is this face Hero's ? Are our eyes our own ? 

Leon. All this is fo; But what of this, my lord? 

* / will write againft it : ] So, in Cymbeline , PoRhumu* 

fpeaking of women, fays, 

w — — — I'll write arainS them, 

** Deleft them, cuife ihem." Steivens. 

3 — - ■ ckajt as is Ike bud — ] Before the air has tailed its fweet* 
»efs. Johnson. 

« - tkat kt dotk fpeak Jo wide? ] i. e. fo remotely from the 

prefent bulinefs. So, in Trotlus and Crejido : — ** No, no ; no fuch 
matter, you are wide." Again, in Tke Mtrry Wives of Wind/or: 
*' I never heard a man of his place, gravity, and learning, Jo wide 
•f his own refpect." Steevens. 

« Are tkeje things fpoken f or do I but dream ? ] So, in Macbetk t 
" Were fuch things here, as we do fpeak aSout ? 
M Or have we," &c, Steevens. 

Y 3 
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Claud. Let mc but move one qucflion to your 
daughter ; 

And, by that fatherly and kindly power * 
That you have in her, bid her anlwer truly. 

Leon. I charge thee do fo, as thou art my child. 

Hero. O God defend nie! howamlbelct! — 
What kind of catechizing call you fhis? 

Claud. To make youanfwer truly to your name. 

Hero. Is it not Hero? Who can blot that name 
With any juft reproach ? 

Claud. Marry, that can Hero ? 

Hero itfelf can blot out Hero's virtue. 
What man was he talk'd with you yeftemight 
Out at your windofvv, betwixt twelve and one? 
Now, if you are a maid, anfwer to this. 

Hero. I taik'd with no man at that hour, my lord. 

D. Pedro. Why, then arc you no maiden. — 
Leonato, 

I am forry you mud hear; Upon mine honour, 
Myfclf, my brother, and this grieved count, 
Did fee her, hear her, at that hour lad night, 
Talk with a ruffian at her chamber-window; 
Who hath, indeed, mod like a liberal villain, 4 

' ■ kindly power — ] That is , natural power. Kind is n«- 
ture. Johnson. ± 

Thus, in the Introduction to The Timing of the Shrew; 
11 This do, and <Jo it kindly, gentle hrs." 
i. c. naturally. Steevens. 

4 . liberal villain, ] Liberal here, as in many places of ihefe 

plays, means jtank beyond honejly, or deeevey. free of tongut. Di. 
Warburton unnecefiarily reads, illiberal. Johnson. 
So, in The Fair Maid of Btifiow, x6o5 : 

11 But Vallinger, mod like a liberal villain 
M Did give her fcandalous ignoble terms." 
Again, in The Captain, by Beaumont and Fletcher: 
41 And give allowance to your liberal jefts 
" Upon his pcrfon." *Sx«V£ns. j 
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Confefs'd the vile encounters they have had 
A thoufand times in fecret. 

D.John. Fie, fie! they are 

Not to be nanrTd, my lord, not to be fpoke of ; 
There is not chaftity enough in language, 
Without offence, to utter them : Thus, pretty lady, 
I am forry for thy much mifgovernmcnt. 

Ci.aud. OHero! what a Hero hadft thou been, f 
If half thy outward graces had been placed 
About thy thoughts, and counfcls of thy heart! 
But, fare thee well, mofl foul, mod fair! farewell. 
Thou pure impiety, and impious purity! 
For thee Til lock up all the gates of love, 
And on my eye-lids (hall conjecture 4 hang, 
To turn all beauty into thoughts of harm, 
And never fhall it more be gracious. 7 

Leon. Hath no man's dagger here a point for 
me ? 8 m [Hero fwoons. 

Beat. Why, how now, coufin? wherefore fink 
you down? 

This fenfc of the word liberal is not peculiar to ShakXpeare. John 
Taylor, in his Suilt concerning Plajers , complains of the 4t many 
afperfions very liberally , unmannerly, aud ingratefully beAowed 
upon him." Farmer. 

I — — what a Hero kad'Jl thou been, 1 I am afraid here is in- 
tended a poor conceit upon the word Hero. Johnson. 

* conjeSurc — ] Conjeciore is here ufed for fufpicion. 

Maloni. 

7 And never Jhall it nort be gracious. ] i. e. lovely, attiaaive. 

M alone. 

So, in King John ; ' 

u There was not fuch a gracious creature horn." Steivfnj. 

* Hath no man's dagger here a point jor me? J So, in Venice 
trejtrvd: 

" A thoufaad daggers, all in honeft hands! 

» And have not \ a friend to ftick one here?" SteivenI* 
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D.John. Come, let us go: thefe things, come 
thus to light, 
Smother her fpirits up. 

[Exeunt Don Pedro, Don John, and Clavdio. 
Bene. How doth the lady? 
Beat. Dead, I think; — Help, uncle; — 

Hero! why, Hero! — Uncle! — Signior Benedick ! — 
friar ! 

Leon. O fate, take not away thy heavy hand! 
Death is the fairefl cover for her fliame, 
That may be wiftYd for. 

Be at. How now, coufin Hero ? 

Friar. Have comfort, lady. 

Leon. Dolt thou look up? f 

Friar. Yea; Wherefore fhould fhe not? 

Leon. Wherefore? Why, doth not every earthly 
thing 

Cry fliamc upon her? Could fhe here deny 
The flory that is printed in her blood? 9 — 
Do not live, Hero, do not ope thine eyes: 
For did 1 think thou would'ft not quickly die, 
Thought 1 thy fpirits were ftronger than thy ihames, 
Myfelf would, on the rearward of reproaches, 
Strike at thy life. Griev'd I, I had but one? 
Chid 1 for that at frugal nature's frame? * 

I Dof: thou look up ?) The metre it here iraperfefi. Perhaps our 
author wrote — Dojl tkou flill look up? Steevens. 

* The Jory that is printed in ktr blood?] That is, tht Jlory which 
her blujhtt di/cover to be true. Johnson. 

* Chid I for that at frugal nature's frame? ] Frame is contrivance, 
order, difpofition of things. So, in Tkt Death of Robert Earl 0 j 
Huntington, i6o3: 

" And therefore feek. to fet each thing in frame.' 1 

Again, in Holinihed'c Chronicle, p. 555 : " there was no 

that ftudicd to bring the unrulic to frame.". 
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O, one too much by thec! Why had I one? 
Why ever waft thou lovely in my eyes? 
Why had I not, with charitable hand. 
Took up a beggar's ill uc at my gates ; 
Who fmirched thus, 5 and mired with infamy, 
I might have faid, No part of it is mine, 
This Jliame derives itjelj from unknown loins ? 
But mine, and mine 1 lov'd, and mine I prais'd, 
And mine that 1 was proud on ; " mine fo much, 

Again, in Daniel's Ver/es on Montaigne: 
" exiraflt of men, 

" Though in a troubled /rant conftu'dly fet." 
Again, in this play : 

** Whole (pints toil in frame of villainies." Steivens. 

It feems to me, that by frugal nature's frame, Leonato alludes to 
the particular formation of himfclf, or of Hero's mother , rather 
than to the univxrfal fyftem of things. Frame means here framing, 
as it does Where Benedick fays of John, that 
44 His fpirits toil in frame of villainies." 
Thus Richard fays of Prince Edward, that he was 
44 Fram'd in the prodigality of nature." 
And, in All's well that ends well, the King fays to Bertram : 
" Frank nature, rather curious than in hade, 
44 Hath well compos'd thee." 
But Leonato, diflatisficd with bis o^/rs frame, was wont to complain 
of ihc frugality of nature. M. Mason. 

The meaning, I think, is, — Grieved I a.t nature's being fo frugal 
as to have framed for me only one child? Ma lone. 

1 Who fmirched tkus, Jcc. ] Thus the quarto, 1600. The folio reads— • 
m fmeared." To Jmirck is to daub, to fully. So, in King Henry V : 
44 Our gaynefs and our gilt are all befmirck'd." kc. Steevens. 

« But mine, and mine I lov'd, and mine I prais'd. 

And mine that I was fraud on/] The fenfe requires that we 
fhould read, as in thefe three places. The reafoning of the fpeaker 
Hands thus — HesJ this been my adopted ekild, ker Jhame would not 
have rebounded on me. but this ekild was mine, as mine 1 lov'd ker, 
fraijtd ker, wets proud of kef: confequently, as I clamed tke glory, I 
mvjt needs be JubjeS to tke Jhame, Sec. Waeboeton. 

Even of this fmall alteration there is no need. The fpeaker 
utters his emotion abruptly, but mine, and mire that J lov'd, Sec. 
by an ellipfis frequent, perhaps too frequent, both in verfc and 
profe. Johnson. 
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That I myfelf was to myfelf not mine, 

Valuing of her; why, flic — O, flic is fallen 

Into a pit of ink! that the wide fea 

Hath drops too few to wafh her clean again , * 

And fait too little, which may feafon give % 

To her foul tainted flefli ! 1 

Bene. Sir, fir, be patient: 

For my part, I am fo atuYd in wonder, 
I know not what to fay. 

Beat. O, on my foul, my coufin is belied ! 

Bene. Lady, were you her bedfellow lad night ? 

Beat. No, truly, not; although, until lad night, 
I have this twelvemonth been her bedfellow. 

Leon. Confirmed, confirrnd! O, that is fironger 
made, 

Which was before barr'd up with ribs of iron! 
Would the two princes lie? and Claudio lie? 
Who lov'd her fo, that, fpeaking of her foulnefs, 
WaffTd it with tears? Hence from her ; let her die. 

Friar. Hear me a little ; 
For I have only been filent fo long, 
And given way unto this courfe of fortune, 
By noting of the lady : I have markM 
A thoufand blufhing apparitions ftart 
Into her lace; a thoufand innocent fhames 
In angel whitenefs bear away thofe bluQies; 

* — — — • the wide Jen 

Hath drops too few to wajh her clean again j ] The fame thought is 
repeated iu Macbeth : 

" Will all great Neptune's ocean wajh this blood 
11 Clean from my hand?" Steevens. 
5 . ■■ ■ which may feafon give 

To her fuul tainted jlejli ! j The fame metaphor from the kitchen 
occurs in twelfth Nigkt : 

»' all this to feafon 

» A brother's dead love." Steevens. 



» 



ABOUT NOTHING. 33i 

And in her eye there hath appeared a fire, 
To burn the errors 4 that thefe princes hold 
Againft her maiden truth : — Call me a fool; 
Trufl not my reading, nor my obfei vations, 
Which with experimental feal doth warrant 
The tenour of my book ; * trufl not my age, 
My reverence, calling, nor divinity, 
If this fwect lady lie not guiltlefs here 
Under fome biting error. 
' Leon. Friar, it cannot be : 

Thou feeft, that all the grace that fhe hath left, 
Is, that Ihe will not add to her damnation 
A fin of perjury; fhe not denies it: 
Why feek'ft thou then to cover with excufc 
That which appears in proper nakednefs ? 

Friar. Lady, what man is he you arc accused of? 6 
Hero. They know, that tlo accufe me; I know 
none : 

If I know more of any man alive, 

4 fo burn tie errors — ] Tbe fame idea occurs in Romeo and 

Juliet: 

» Tranfparent kerei'uks be burnt for liars." Steevens. 

f _ C J my book ; J i. e. of what I have read. Malone. 

* Friar. what man is he you *re accus'd of ? ] The friar had juft 

before boafted his gieat fkill in filhing out the truth. And, indeed, 
he appears by this queftion to be uo fool. He was by, all the 
while at the accufation, and heard no name mentioned. Why 
then fhould he alk her what man ihe was accufed oi ? But in this 
lay the fubtiliy of his examination. For, had Hero been guilty, 
it was very probable that in that hurry and confufion of fpirits, 
juto which the terrible infult of her lover had thrown her, fhe 
would never have obferved that the man's name was not mentioned; 
and fo, on this queftion, have betrayed hcrfelf by naming the per- 
ibn fhe was confeious of an affair with. The Friar obferved this, 
and fo concluded, that were fhe guilty, Are would probably fall 
into the trap he laid for her. — I only lake notice of this to 
ihow how admirably well Shakfpearc knew how to fuftain bis 
characters. Warburton. 
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Than that which maiden modefty doth warrant. 
Let all my fins lack mercy ! — O my father, 
Prove you that any man with me convers'd 
At hours unmeet, or that 1 yeftcrnight 
Maintained the change of words with any creature, 
Refufe me, hate me, torture me to death. 

Friar. There is fome flrange mifprifion in the 
princes. 

Bene. Two of them have the very bent of ho- 
nour; 6 

And if their wifdoms be milled in this, 
The practice of it lives in John the baflard, 
Whofe fpirits toil in frame of villainies. 

Leon. 1 know not; If they fpeak but truth of her, 
Thefe hands fhail tear her; if they wrong her 
honour, 

The proudeft of them fhall well hear of it. 
Time hath n,ot yet fo dried this blood of mine, 
Nor age fo cat up my invention, 
Nor fortune made fuch havock of my means, 
Nor my bad life reft me fo much of friends, 
But they fhail find, awak'd in fuch a kind, 
Both flrtngth of limb, and policy of mind, 
Ability in means, and choice of friends, 
To quit me of them throughly. 

Friar. Paufe a while, 

And let my counfel fway you in this cafe. 
Your daughter here the princes left for dead; 7 

* bent of hor.cvr ; ] Bent is ufed by our author for the 

utmoft degree of any paflion, or mental quality. In this play be- 
fore, Benedick fays oi Beatrice, her ajfetticn has its full bent. The 
cxpreffion is deiived from archery ; the bow has its bent, when it 
is drawn as far as it tan be. Johnson. 

7 four daughter here tie primes left Jor dead; J In former copies 
Tour daughter ken the princefs ( /*// Jor dead ; ) 
But how comes Hero to ftart up a priaccft here.'' We have n» 
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Let her awhile be fecretly kept in, 
And publifh it, that Ihe is dead indeed : 
Maintain a mourning oftentation; s 
And on your family's old monument 
Hang mournful epitaphs, and do all xites 
That appertain unto a burial. 

Leon. What fhall become of this? What will 
this do? 

Fri/vr. Marry, this, well carried, (hall on her 
behalf 

Change {lander to remorfe ; that is fome good: 
But not for that, dream 1 on this ftrange courfe. 
But on this travail look for greater birth. 
She dying, as it mull be fo maintain'd, 
Upon the inftant that fhe was accused, 
Shall be lamented, pitied and excused, 
Of every hearer : For it fo falls out, 
That what we have we prize not to the worth, 
Whiles we enjoy it; but being lack'd and loft. 
Why, then we rack the value ; * then we find 
The virtue, that pofleffion would not fhow us 
Whiles it was ours : — So will it fare with Claudio : 
When he fliall hear fhe died upon his words, * 

intimation of her father being a prince; and this is the firfl and only 
time lhe is complimented with this dignity. The remotion of a 
{ingle letter, and of the parcnthefis , will bring her to her own 
rank, and the place to its true meaning : 

Tour daughter here tie princes left for deai ; 
i. e. Don Pedro, prince of Arragon ; and his baflard brother, who 
is likewife called a prince. Theobald. 

• ojtentation ; ] Show, appearance. Johnson. 

9 — — we rack tie value ; J i. e. wc exaggerate ti c v.iluc. The 
alluvion is to rack-rents. The fame kind of thought occurs is 
Antony and Cleopatra: ' 
" What our contempts do often hurl from us, 
41 Wc wilh it ours again." Stfevens. 

* — — died upon his words, J i. c. died by them. So, in A 
yiidjummtr Night's Dream : 

" To die upon the baud I love fo well." Stiiyini. 
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The idea of her life fhall fwectly creep 

Into his ftudy of imagination ; 

And every lovely organ of her life 

Shall come apparei'd in more precious habit, 

More moving-delicate, and full of life, 

Into the eye and profpeft of his foul, 

Than when flic liv'd indeed: — then fliall he mourn, 

(If ever love had intcrcft; in his liver, *) 

And wiili he had not fo accufed her; 

No, though he thought his* accufation true. 

Let this be fo, and doubt not but fuccefs 

Will fafhion the event in better (hape 

Than I can lay it down in likelihood. 

But if all aim but this be levelled falfc, 

The fuppolition of the lady's death 

Will quench the wonder of her infamy: 

And, if it fort not well, you may conceal her 

(As belt befits her wounded reputation,) 

In fomc reclufive and religious life, 

Out of all eyes, tongues, minds, and injuries. 

Blnf. Signior Lconato, let the friar aavile you: 
And though, you know, my inwardnefs 5 and love 
Is very much unto the prince and Claudio, 
Yet, by mine honour, I will deal in this 
As fecretly, and juflly, as your foul 
Should with your body. 

Leon. Being that I (low in grief, 

The fmallcfl: twine may lead me. 4 

* // ever love had inlerejl in his liver,] The liver, in conformitv 
to ancient fuppofition, is frequently mentioned by Sliakfpcare as 
the feat of love. Thus Piftol reprefents Falftaff as loving Mrs. 
Ford — 11 with liver burning hot." Steevlns. 

S — — — my inwardnefs — J i. e. intimacy. Thus Lucio, in 91m- 
Jure for Meafure, fpeaking of the Duke, fats — 44 I was an invar st^ 
of his." Again, in King Richard til: 

" Who is mod inward with the noble duke?" Steevfns. 

* The JmaUiJi twins may lead me. J Thi» is one of our author's 
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Friar. 'Tis well confentcd; prcfently away; 
For to ftrange fores flrangely they ftrain the 
cure. — 

Come, lady, die to live: this wedding day, 

Perhaps, is but pi olong'd ; have patience, and 
endure. 

[Exeunt Friar, Hero, and Leonato. 
Bene. Lady Beatrice, 5 have you wept all this 
while? 

Beat. Yea, and I will weep a while longer. 
Bene. 1 will not defire that. 
Beat. You have no reafon, I do it freely. 
Bene. Surely, 1 do believe your fair coufm is 
wrong'd. 

Beat. Ah , how much might the man deferve 
of me, that would right heT ! 

Bene. Is there any way to mow fuch friendship? 
Beat. A very even way,' but no fuch friend. 
Bene. May a man do it? 

•bfervations upon life. Men overpowered with diflrcfs, eagerly 
Jiftcn to the hrft offers of relief, clofe with every fchetne, and be- 
lieve every promife. He that has no longer any confidence in 
himfelf, is glad to repofe his truft in any other that will undertake 
to guide him. Johnson. 

I Latlj Btalriir y &:c. ] The poet, in my opinion, has fhown, 
a great deal of addrefs in this fcene. Beatrice here engages her 
lover to revenge the injury done her eouGn Hero : and without 
this very natural incident, confidering the character of Beatrice, 
and that the ilory of her paflion for Benedick was all a fable, fhe 
could never have been eaftly or naturally brought to confefs fhe 
loved him,, notwithftanding all the foregoing preparation. And 
vet, on thi* confeflion, in this very place , depended the whole 
fuccefs of the plot upon her and Beuedick. For had flic not owned 
her love here, they muff have foon found out the trick, and then 
the defign of bringing them together had been defeated ; and fhe 
would never have owned a pafhon (lie had been only tricked into, 
had not her defue of revenging her couftn's wrong made her drop 
ker capricious humour at once. Wariurton. 
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Beat. It is a man's office, but not yours. 

Bene. I do love nothing in the world fo well as 
you ; Is not that ftrange ? 

Beat. As ftrange as the thing I know not: It 
were as poffiblc for me to fay, I loved nothing fo 
well as you: but believe me not ; and yet I lie not ; 
I confefs nothing, nor I deny nothing:— 1 am forry 
for my couGn. 

Bene. By my fword, Beatrice, thou loved me. 

Beat. Do not fwear by it, and eat it. 

Bene. I will fwear by it, that you love me ; aud 
I will make hiin eat it, that fays, 1 love not you. 

Beat. Will you not eat your word ? 

Bene. With no fauce that can be devifed to it: 
I proteft, I love thee. 

Beat. Why then, God forgive me! 

Bene. What offence, fweet Beatrice? 

Beat. You have (laid me in a happy hour ; I 
was about to proteft, 1 loved you 

Bene. And do it with all thy heart. 

Beat. I love you with fo much of my heart, that 
none is left to proteft. 

Bene. Come, bid me do any thing for thee. 

Beat. Kill Claudio. 

Bene. Ha! not for the wide world. 

Beat. You kill me to deny it : Farewell. 

Bene. Tarry, fweet Beatrice. 

Beat. I am gone, though 1 am here; 4 — There 
as no love in you: — Nay, I pray you, let me go. 

* I am £0st, tkougk I mm kirti ] i. c. I am out of your mind 
already, though I remain here in perfon before you. Steevens. 

I cannot approve of Steevem's explanation of thefe words, and 
believe Beatrice means to fay, " I am gone," that is, »» 1 am loft 
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Bene. Beatrice, — 

Beat. In faith, 1 will go, 

Bfne. We'll be friends firfl. 

Beat. You dare eafier be friends with me, than 
fight with mine enemy. 

Bpne. Is Claudio 'thine enemy ? 

Beat. Is he not approved in the height a villain, s 
that hath flander'd, (corn'd, difhonour'd my kinf- 
woman ? — O, that I were a man ! — What ! bear her 
in hanu 6 until they come to take hands; and then 
with publick accufation, uncovered llander, unmi- 
tigated rancour, — O God, that I were a man! I 
would eat his heart in the market-place. 

Bene. Hear me, Beatrice. 

Beat. Talk with a man out at a window? — a 
proper faying ! 

Bene. Nay but, Beatrice ; — 

Beat. Sweet Hero! — fhe is wrongd, fhe is 
flander'd, fhe is undone. 

Bene. Beat — 

Beat. Princes, and counties! 7 Surely, aprincely 

to you, though I am here." In this fcr.fe Benedick talcs them, 
and defircs to be friends with her. M. Mason. 

Or, perhaps, my affection is withdrawn from you, though I am 
yet here. Malone. 

1 in the height a villain, ] So, in King Henry VIII : 

11 He's a traitor to the height." 
" In prztipiti vitium fletit." Juv. I. 149. Stfevens. 

6 bear her in hand — J i. e. delude her by fair promifes. 

So, in Macbeth : 

»< How you were borne in hand, how crofs'd," Sec. 

Steeveks. 

7 and counties ! ] County was the ancient general term for 

a \iobleman. Sec a note on the County Paris in Romeo avd Jnlitt. 

STSEViNS. 

Vol. VI. ' Z 
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tefUmonv, a goodly count-confec"t ; 7 afwectgallan 
finely! O that I were a man for his fake! or that 
had any friend would be a man for my fake ! Bi 
manhood is melted into courtefics, * valour into con 
plimcnt, and men are only turned into tongue, an 
trim ones too:' he is now as valiant as Hercule; 
that only Cells a lie, and fwears it: — 1 cannot be 
n an with w idling, therefore I will die a woma 
with grieving, 

' Bine. Larry, good Beatrice : By this hand, 
love thee. 

fU at. Ufe it for my love fome other way thai 
fwca.ing by it 

B e N f. . I hmk you in your foul, the count Claudi( 
hath wron;>'d Hero? 

Bi at. Yea, as fure as I have a thought, orafoul 

Bt .vE. Enougii, I am engaged, I will challenge 
him; I will kifs your hand, and fo leave you: B) 
this hand, Claudio fliall render me a dear account 
As you bear of me, fo think of me. Go, comfori 
your couiin : I muft fay, ihe is dead ; and fo, fare- 
well. [Exeunt. 

1 a goodly count-confeS ; ] i. e. a fpecious nobleman made 

out of fugar. Sieevens. 

— — into couuclies, ] i. e. inio ceremonious obeifancc, like 
the conrttfifs dropped by women. Thus, in Othtllo : 

41 Very t;ood ; well kil's'd ! an excellent tourtrfyl 
Again, in King iiickard III : 

" Duck with French nods, and apilh courtefy." Steevens. 

9 ■ and men are only turned into tongue, and trim ones too : J 
Mr Heath would read tongues, but he miftakes the couitrudion of 
the lenience, which it — not only men but trim ones, are turned 
into tongue, i. e. not only common, but clivn men, ice. 

SlEEVENS. 
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SCENE II.* ( 
A Prifon. 

Enter Dogberry, Verges, and Sexton, in gowns ; * 
and the Watch, with Co.nrade and Bohachio. 

Dcgb. Is our^whole dilTernbly appeared? 

• 

* Scne It'] T' ,c perfons, throughout this fecne , have been 
ftran^cly confounded in tnc modern editions. The hift error has 
been the introduction of a loun-Lleth, who is. indeed, mentioned 
in t lie fta^c-dircdion, prelixed to this fcene in the old editions, 
[trrttr the ConjlabUi , Boracftio , and the Toune-Cleik' , in goalies,) 
but no where el!e ; nor is there a Tingle fpeech nLribcd to him in 
thole editions. The part, which he mifcht rcafonably have been 
expected to taVc upon this occafion, is performed by the Sexton ; 
wlvo alhfls at, or rather dirctfs, the examinations ; fets them down 
in wiitiug, and reports them to Leonato. It is probable, therefore, 
I think, that the Sexton has been IK led the To-wn-Cltrk , in the 
fta^e-diredion above-me ntioned, ftom his doing the duty of fuch 
an officer. But the ednors, having brought loth Sexton and Town- 
Clerk upon the Gage, were unwilling, as it feems, that the latter 
fliould be a mute peTTou.ige ; and therefore they have put into his 
mouth almoft nil th' abfuiJilirs which the poet certainly intended 
for his ignorant conjialle. To rccHfy this confufion, little more 
is neceflary than to go back, to the old editions, remembering thai the 
names of Ktmft and Co-xlej^ two celebrated a&OrS of the time, are 
put in this fecne, for the uames of the perfons rcprcfculed; viz* 
Kempe for Dogberry , and Cowley for Verges. TyRWHITT. 

1 have followed Mr. Tyrwhitt's regulation, which is undoubtedly 
juft; but have left Mr. Theobald's notes as I found them. 

SlLLVEN'S. 

1 - in gowns ; ] It appears from The Fl/ttk Booi, 4to. s6c7f, 
that'this was the dffs of a conftablc in our author's lime : " — when 
they miff, their covj(zl>U % and fawc the black gownt of his office lye 
full in a puddle ■ ■ ." ■ 

The Sexton ,(as Mr. Tyiwhitt ohfrrved) is flylcd in this flnyr- 
direction, in the old copies, the Town-Clerk, « probably from his. 
doing the dutv of fuch an olliccr." But this error hat only hap- 
pened here ; for throughout the fecne itfelf he is defcribed by his 
proper title. By millake alfo ia the quarto, and the folio, wuicli 
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Verg. O, a (loot and a cufliion for the fextori! 1 

St XT ON. Which be the malefaclors? 

Dogb. Marrv, that am I and my partner. 

Verg Nay, that's certain ; we have the exhibi- 
tion to examine. 

St XTON. But which are the offenders that are to 
be examined? let them come before matter con- 
flablc. 

Dogb. Yea, marry, let them come before me. — % 
What is your name, friend? 
Bora. Borachio. 

Dogb. Pray write down — Borachio. — Yours, 

fm ah? 

Con. I am a gentleman, fir, and my name is 

Comrade. 

Dogb. Writedown — maflcr gentleman Conrade. 
— Matters, do you fcrve God ? 

Con. Bora. Yea, iir , we hope. 

Dogb. Write down — that they hope they fervc 
God : — and write God fir ft ; forGod defend but God 
fhould go before fuch villains! 4 — Mailers, it is 

appears to have been printed from it, the name of Kempe ( an 
aiior in our auihoi's theatre ) throughout ihis Iccne is prefixed to 
the fpceihes of Dogberry, and thai of Cowley to thole of Verges, 
except in two or three initanccs, where cither Conjtabie or Andieur 
aie fubftituted ior Kempe. Malose. ' 

I 0, a ftool and a cufliion for the Sexton!] Terhaps a ridicule 
was heie aimed at fit Spauijh Tragedy t 

*» Union. What, ate you ready?) 

41 Jiatth. Bring a ihairc and a cufiion for the king. " 

Malone. 

« Con. Bora. Yea, Jir, we hope. 

Dojib. Write dewn — that ihry hope they Jerve God : — dnd writ* 
God fir/ } for God defend but God fhould go before Juck villaim ! ) 
Th.s ihort paflaue, which is truly humorous and in ch-racter, 
1 have added from the old riuauo. Bc&dc>, it fupplies a defed : 
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proved already that you are little better than falfe 
knaves; and it will go near to be thought fo lliortly. 
How anfwer you for yourfelves ? 

Con. Marry, fir, we lay we arc none. 

Dogb. A marvellous witty fellow, 1 allure you; 
but I will go about with him. — Come you hither, 
firrah ; a word in your ear, fir ; I fay to you, it is 
thought you are falfe knaves. 

Bora. Sir, I fay to you, we are none. 

Dogb. Well, Hand afide. — 'Fore God, they are 
bqth in a tale: J Have you writ down — that they 
are none ? 

Sexton. Mafler conflablc, you go not the way 
to examine; you mufl call forth the watch that are 
their accufers. 

Dogb. Yea, marry, that's the eftcfl way : 6 — Let 
the watch come forth : — Matters, 1 charge you, in 
the prince's name, accufe thefc men. 



for without it, the Town-Clerk aflcs a queflion of the prifoners, 
and goes on without (laying for any anfwer to il. Theobald. 

The omiflion of this pafla^e fince the edition of 1600, m.iy he 
accounted for from the flat. 3 Jac. I. c. 2t. the facred uamc being 
jeftingly ufed four times in one line. Blacks! one. 

1 'Fore God, th'y are both in a tale: ] This is an admirable ftroke 
of humour: Dogberry fays of the prifoncrs that they are falfe 
knaves ; and fiom that denial of ihc charge, which one in his wits 
could not but be £uppofed to make, he infers a communion of 
Counfclt, and records it in the examination as an evidence of their 
guilt. Sir J. Hawkins. 

If the learned annotator will amend his comment by omitting 
the word gvilt, and infecting the word innocence, it will ( except as 
to the fuppofed inference of a communication of counfcls, which 
fhould likewife be omitted or corrected) be a juft and pcrtineut 
remark. Ritson. 

' Tea, marry, that's the efteft tvay : ] Our modern editors, who were 
at a lofs to make out the corrupted reading of the old copies, read 
tafitjt. The quarto, iniGoo, and the Grft and fecond editions in folio, 
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1 Watch. This man faid. fir, that Don John, the 
prince's brother, was a villain. 

Dogb. Write down — rprincc John a villain:— 
Why this is flat perjury, to call a prince's brother 
— villain. 

Bora. Matter conftable, — 

Dogb. Pray thee, .fellow, peace; I do not like 
thy look, 1 promife thee. 

Sfxton. What heard you him fay elfc ? 

2 Watch. Marry, that he had received a thou- 
fand ducats of Don John, foraccufing the lady Hero 
wrongfully. 

Docb. Flat burglary, as ever was committed. 
Yero. Yea, by the mafs, that it is. 
Slxton. What el fe, fellow? 

1 Watch. And thatcountCiaudiodid mean, upon 
his words, to difgrace Hero before the whole attem- 
bly, and not many her. 

Dogb. O villain! thou wilt be condemned into 
cverlafling redemption for this. 
Sexton. What elfc? 

2 Watch. This is all. 

all concur in rcartirlg — Yen. marry, that's the efieft way, lie. A letter 
happened to Hip out at prefs in the firft edition ; and 'twas too 
hard a tafk for the fubfc.juent editors to put it in, or guefs at the 
Word under this accidental depravation. There is no doubt but 
the author wrote, as I have rcftorcd the text — J'ra, moiry, that's 
the delieft uay % j. e. the readiejl, mofl commodious wav. The word 
is pure Sa, on. DCAFLlCE, d/bi'f, congrir, ducly, fitly, GCOATHC, 
$pporturtf, commod', litlr, conveniently , feafonably , in good liruc, 
eommodiouUy. Vide Sptlmans Saxon G/pff. TmoBALD. 

Mr. Theobald might have recolleeled the word deftly in 
Maibtlh : 

» Thyfelf and office deftly fhow." 

Shakfpcare, 1 fuppofe, defined Dogberry to corrupt this word fti 
veil as many others. Srttv*.N$. 
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Sexton. Aud this is more, matters, than you can 
deny. Prince John is this morning fecredy floleu 
awav : Hero was in this manner accufed, in this 
very manner refufed, and upon the grief oh this, 
fuddenly died — Matter contlable, let thefe men be 
bound, and brought to Leonato's; Iwiilgo before, 
and fliovv him their examination. [Exit. 

Dogb. Come, let them be opiniond. , 

Vmc Let them be in band. 

Con. Ott, coxcomb ! 7 



7 Vcrg. Let them be in band. 

Con. Off, coxcomb!] The old copiet read, 

44 Let them be in the hands of coxcomb." Steevens. 

Mr. Theobald gives thefe words to Conrade, and fay* — But n hy 
the Srxton Jhould be fo pert upon his holher ojpeers, their frems no *e*fon 
from any Juperior qualification in kirn; or any fufp'uion he ji>-> , < of 
knowing their ignorance. This is llrangc. 1 he Se\ion through- 
out fhows as good fenfc in their examination as any judge upon the 
bench could do. Aud as to his Jufpicion of their ignorance^ he ic Is 
the Town-Clerk, That he gnes net the way to examine. The mean- 
nefs of his name hindered our editor fiom feeing the gooduels of 
his fenfe. But this Sexton was an ecdehallic of one of the inferior 
orders called the facrijan, and uot a brother off>ce'< as the editor tails 
him. I fuppofe the buok from whence the poet took, hi* fubjed, 
was fomc old Engliih novel tranllated from the Italian, where the 
word fagrijano was tendered Jexton. As in Fait tax's Gou/iey of 
Boulogne: 

44 When Phoebus next unclos'd his wakeful eve t 

44 Up rofe the Sexton of that place prophauc." 
The paffage then in qucdion is to he read ihttl : 

Sexton Let them be in hand. [ Exit. 

Con. Off, coxcomb! 
Dogberry would have them pinion'd. The Sexton favs , it wai 
fulhtient if ihcy were kept in fafe cuflodv, and the . zoo out. 
When one of the watchmen comes up to bmd them, Conrade lavs, 
Off, coxcomb! as he fays afterwards io the couitable , Auv* ! 
are an ajs. — But the editor adds, The o'd quarto f>ave in* tie ft Jl 
umltage fir placing it to Comade. Wiiai thefe words mean I uoa't 
know: but I fufped the old quarto divides the pallagc as 1 have 
done. Warblrion. 

■ 

Theobald has fairly given the reading of the quarto. 

Z 4 
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Dogb. God's my life! wheres the fexton? let 
him write down — the prince's officer, coxcomb.— 
Come, bind them: Thou naughty varlet! 

Con. Away! you are an als, you are an afs. 

Dogb. Doft thou not fufpcdi my place ? Doft thou 
notfulpecl my years ? — O that he were here to.write 

* 

— * 

Dr. War burton's aflertion, as to the dignity of a fexton or ftcrijfan y 
may be fupportcd by the following pallage in Sianyhurft's Verfion of 
the fourth Hook of the An'id, where he calls the Mafiylian priefleft : 
11 ' in foil Maflyla begotten, 
" Sexhn of Hefpeiides linagog." Strevens. 

Let them It in kand. ] I had conjectured that thefe words fhould 
be fciven to Verges , aud read thus — Let them bind their hands* 
I am flill «of opinioii that the paffage belougs to Verges; but, for the 
true reading of it , I (hould with to adopt a much neater emenda- 
tion, which has finrc been fu^geftcd to me in convention by 
Mr. Stcevcns — Lei them be in band. Shakfpeare, as he obferved to 
me, commonly ufei band for bond. TvRWHirr. 

It is plain that they were bound from a fubfequent fpeech of 
Pedio: 11 Whom have you offended, ni afters, that you are thus 

bound to your anfwere" Stievens. 

OIF, coxcomb ! ] The old copies rend — of and thefe words make 
. a part of the lafl fpeech, 11 Let them be in the hands of eoxenmb." 
The prefeni regulation was made by Dr. Warburton, and has been 
adopted by the fubfequent editors. Off was formerly fpelt of. In 
the early editions of thefe plays a broken fentence (like that before 
us, — Lrt tkem bt in the hands — ) almofl always corrupted by being 
tacked, through the ignorance of the tranferiber or printer, to the 
fubfequent words. So, in Coriolonus, inftead of 

41 You (hames of Rome! you herd of — Boils and plagues 
44 Flaifter you o'er!" 
we have in the folio, 1 62 3, and the fubfequent copies, 

41 You fhamcs of Rome, you ! Herd of boils and plagues," Sec. 
See alfo Meajurt for Meafure. 

Peihaps, however, we fhould read and regulate the paffage thus : 
Ver. Let tkem bt in tkt hands of [ the law , ke might kavt inttndtd 

to fay. ] 
Con. Coxcomb ! Maloke. 

There is nothing in the old quarto different in this fecne from 
the common copies, except that the names of two adors. Kempt and 
Cowley, are placed at the beginning of the fpecches, inftead of the 
proper words. Johnson. 
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me down — an afs! — but, maflers, remember, that I 
am an afs; though it be not written down, ye^ 
forget not that 1 am an afs : — No, thou villain, thou 
art full of piety, as mail be proved upon thee by 
good witncfs. I am a wile fellow; and, v which is 
more, an officer; and, which is more, a houfholder ; 
and, which is more, as pretty a piece of flefh as any 
is in Meffina; and one that knows the law, go to ; 
and a rich fellow enough, go to; and a fellow that 
hath had lolfcs ; and one that hath two gowns, 
and every thing handfome about him: — Bring him 
away. O, that 1 had been writ down — an afs ! 

[Exeunt. 



A C T V. SCENE I. 

Before Leo nato's Houjc. 
Enter Leo nato and Antonio. 

Ant. If you go on thus, you will kill yourfelfj 
And 'tis not wifdom, thus to fecond grief 
Againfl yourfclf. 

Leon. I pray thee, ccafe thy counfel, 

Which falls into mine ears as profitlefs 
As water in a fieve : give not me counfel ; 
Nor let no comforter delight mine ear, 
But fuch a one whofe wrongs do fuitwith mine. 
Bring me a father, that fo lov'd his child, 
Whofe joy of her is overwhelm d like mine, 
And bid him fpeak of patience ; • 

% And bid him /peak of patience ; ] Read — 

m And bid him fpeak to mc of patience." Ritson. 
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Meafurc his woe the length and breadth of mine, 
And let it anfwer every (train for ftrain ; 
As thus for thus, and fuch a grief for fuch, 
In every lineament, branch, fliape, and form: 
If fuch a one will fmile, and ftroke his beard; 
Cry — forrow, wag! and hem, when he fliould groan;* 

' Cry — forrow , vagi and kern, when it fhould groan ; ] The 
quarto 1600 and folio i6s3, read. — - 

And forrow, wagge^ cry hem," Sec. 
Mr. Rowe and Mr. Pope — 

" And hallow, wag," See. 
Mr. Theobald — 

*• And forroV 8cc. 
Sir Tho Hanmcr and Dr. Warburtou — 

»« And forrow waive," 8cc. 
Mr. Tyrwhitt — 

»» And forrow gagge," kc. 
Mr. Heath and Mr. T. Warion — 

41 And forrowing cry hem," &c. 
I had inadvertently offered — 

41 And, Jottj wag ! " 8cc. 
Mr. Ritfon — 

11 And forrow waggery," 8cc. 
Mr. Malone — 

" In forrow wag," Sec. 

But I am perfuaded that Dr. Johnfon's explanation as well as 
arrangement of the original woids, is appofue and juft : 11 J can- 
not (fays he) but think the true meaning neater than ii is imagined. 

If fuch a one will fmile, and poke his beard, 

And, forrow, wag! cry ; hem, when he fhould groan, &c. 

That is , 1 If he will fmile, and cry forrow be gone! and hem 
inficad of groaning.' The otdcr in which and and cry arc placed, 
is harm, and this Uarfhncfs made the fenfe millaken. Range the 
words in the common order, and my reading will be free t^om all 
difficulty. 

// fuch a one will fmile, and flroke his beard, 

Cry, forrow, wag! and hem when he Jhould groan — ' 

Thus far Dr. Johnfon ; and in mv opinion he has left fucceeding 
criticks nothing to do refpediag the pullagc before us. Let me, 
however, claim the honour of fuppQrtiug his opinion. 

To cry — Cart away ! was once an cxpreffion of triumph. So, in 
Acolajru > a comedy, iS-jo : »* J may now fay, Cart awaye!" 
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Patch grief with proverbs; make misfortune drunk 
With candle-waiters ; * bring him yet to me, 
And I of him will gather patience. 

Again, ibidrm : " Now grievous Jorrowe and cart away f* 

Again, at the conclufion of Barnaby Googc's ihird Eglog : 
44 Sotn cheftouts have I there in ftore, v 

44 With chcefc and pleaiaunt whayc ; 
44 God fends me vitiaylcs for my nede, 
»* And I fyi'gc Care away el" 
Again, as Dr. Farmer obferves to me, in George Withers'* 
T hilar ete, 1622 : 

« Why fliould we gTieve or pine at that? 
44 Hang forrow ! care will kill a cat. 
Sorrow go by ! is alfo ( as 1 am alTured) a common exclamation of 
hilarity even at this time . in Scotland. Sorrow wag! might have 
been juft fuch another. The verb, to wag, is feveral times ufed 
by our author in the fenfe of to go, or pack off. 

The Prince, in the Firft Tart of King Henry IV. A8 II. fc. iv. 
fays — 41 They cry hem ! and bid you play it off." And Mr. M. 
Mafon obferves that this exprcfDon alfo occurs in As you like it, 
where Rofaiind fays — 44 Thefe burs arc in my heart;" aud Celia 
replies < — 44 Hem them away." The foregoing examples fufficicntly 
prove the exclamation hem, to have been of a comic turn. 

SteeVens. 

* make misfortune drunt 

With caudle-waiters;] This mav mean, cither wafh away his 
forrow among thofe who fit up all uight to diink, and in that fenfe 
maybe It) led wojltrs of candles ; or overpower his misfortunes by 
fwallowing flap-dragons in his glafs , which are defcribed by 
Falllalj as "made of candles' ends. Ste evens. 

This is a very diihtult paffage, and hath not, t think, been 
fatisfaciorily cleared up. The explanation I fhall offer, will give, 
I believe, as little fatisfacxion ; but I will , however , venture it. 
Ca;utle-wajlers is a term of contempt for fcholars: thusjonfon, 

in Cynthia $ Revels, Ad III. fc. ii : 44 fpoiled by a whoiefon 

hook-woim , a candle-uajler. " In The Antiquary, Ad HI. is a 
like term of ridicule: 44 He fhould more catch your delicate courta 
ear, than all your head-feratchcrs , thumb. biters , lamp.uajlirs of 
them all." The fenfe then, which I would aflign to Shakfpeare, 
is this : 41 If fuch a one will patch grief with proverbs, — cafe or 
cover the wounds oj his grief with proverbial J dyings ; — make mis- 
fortune drunk with candle-waiters, — Jupify misfortune, or render 
Aim/elf infenjtblt to the ftrokes of it, by the converfation or lucu- 
bratiQus 0} Jckolars i the piodutlion of the lamp , but not jilted to 

» 
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But there is no fuch man: For, brother, men 
Can counfel, and (peak comfort to that grief 
Which they themfelvcs not feel; but, tailing it,- 
Their counfel turns to patTion, which before 
Would give preceptial medicine to rage, 
Fetter flrong madnefs in a filkcn thread, 
Charm ach with air, and agony with words : 
No, no ; 'tis all men's office to fpeak patience 
To thofe that wring under the lo d of forrow ; 
Bin no man's virtue, nor fufheiency, 
To be fo moral,- when he fhali endure 
The like himfclf: therefore give me no counfel: 
My griefs cry louder than advertifement. 1 

Ant. Therein do men from children nothing differ. 
'Leon. I pray thee, peace; I will be flcfli and blood; 
For there was never yet philofopher, 
That could endure the tooth-ach patiently; 
However they have writ the ftyle of gods, 4 

» 

human nature." PaUk, in the fenfe of mending a defect or breach, 

occutt in H anxUt y Ad V. fc. i : 

14 O, that that earth, which kept the world in awe, 
« l Should patch a wall, to expel the winter's flaw." 

Whalley. 

5 " than advertifement. ] That is, than admonition^ than moral 
injlmdion. Johnson. 

* However they have urit the ftyle of god*, ] This alludes to 
the extravagant titles the Stoics gave their wife men. Sapiens lilt 
cum Diis, ex pari, vivil. Scncc. Ep. 5g. Jupiter quo ontecrdit vi- 
rum bonum ? diutius bonus ejl. Sapiens nihito Je minoris (tjlimat. — 
Dcus non vincil fapicntein felicitate. Ep. 7 3. Warbirton. 

Shakfpearc might have ufed this expiclhon , without any ac- 
quaintance with the hyperboles of ftoicifm. By the Jlylc of gods y > 
he meant an exalted language ; fuch as wc may fuppofe would be 
written by beings fuperior to human calamities, and therefore ic. • 
gardiug them with neglect and coldnefs. 

Beaumont and Fletcher have the fame expreflion in the full of 
their tour "Plays in One : 

Athens doth make women philofophers, 
»« And furc their children chat tht talk of godu " Stievei.s. 
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And made a pifli at chance and {utterance. 1 

Ant. Yet bend not all the harm upon yourfelf; 

Make thofe, that do offend you, futfer too. 

Leon. There thou fpcakM rcafon : nay, I will 
do fo : 

My foul doth tell me, Hero is bely'd ; 

And that fliall Claudio know, fo fhall the prince, 

And all of them, that thus difhonour her. 

Enter Don Pedro and Claudio. 

Ant. Here comes the prince, and Claudio, haflily. 
D. Pedro. Good den, good den. 
Claud. Good day to both of you. 

Leon. Hear you, my lords, — 
D. Pedro. We have fome hade, Leonato. 

Leon. Some hafle, my lord! — well, fare you well, 
my lord : — 
Are you fo hafty now? — well, all is one. 

D. Pedro. Nay, do not quarrel with us, good 
old man. 

Ant. If he could tight himfelf with quarreling, 
Some of us would lie low. 

Claud. Who wrongs him? 

Leon. f Marry, 

Thou, thou * dofl wrong me ; thou difTembler, 
thou : — 

Nay, never lay thy hand upon thy fword, 
1 fear thee not. 

■ 

1 Andmade a pijh at chance and fufferance.] Alludes to their famous 
•fttthj. Wakburton. 

The old copies read — pujh. Corredcd by Mr. Pope. MALoViC. 

6 Tkot, thou — ] 1 have repeated the word — Mou, for the fake 
of meafure. Stcev&ns. 
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Claud. Marry, beflirew my hand, 

If it fhould give your age fuch caufe of fear: 
In faith,, my hand meant nothing to my fword, 
• Leon. Tulh, tuili, man, never fleer and jefl at 

/ me : » 
I fpeak not like a dotard, nor a fool ; 
'As, under privilege of age, to brag 
What I have done being young, or what would do, 
Were 1 not old: Know, Claudio, to thv head. 
Thou haft fo wrong'd mine innocent child and me, 
That I am forc'd to lay mv reverence by : 
And, with grey hairs, and bruile of many days, 
Do challenge thee to trial of a man. 
I fay, thou haft bely'd mine innocent child; 
Thy llandcr hath gone through and through her 
heart, 

And Ore lyes buried with her anceftors: 
O ! in a tomb where never fcandal llept, 
Save this of hcr's, fram d by thy villainy. 
Claud. My villainy ! 

Leon. Thine, Claudio; thine I fay. 

D. Pedro. You fay not right, old man. 

Leon. My lord, my lord, 

Til prove it on his body, if he dare; 
Defpitc his nice fence, 1 and his aclive practice, 
His May of youth, and bloom of 1'uftyhood. 

Claud. Away, 1 will not have to do with you. 

Leon. Canfl thou fo dafTme? 4 Thou haft kiUM 
my child ; 

If thou kiirft me, boy, thou lhalt kill a man. 

1 Dtfpile his rice fence, ] i. e. defence, or flcill in the faencc of 
fencing, or defence. Douce. 

Can'J thou Jo daff me?] This is a country word, Mr. Tope 
tells us, Ggnifying, daunt. It may be fo ; but that is not the 
cxpoGtion here : To daff and doff arc fyuouyrnous term* , that 
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*Ant. He fhall kill two of us, and men indeed: 7 
But that's no matter; let him kill one firfl; — 
Win me and wear me, — let him anfwer me: — 
Come, follow me, boy; come, boy, follow me : * 
Sirjn>y, I'll whip you from your foining fence; 9 
Nay, as I am a gentleman, I will. 

Lion. Brother, — 

Ant. Coutent yourfelf : God knows, I lov'd my 
niece ; 

« 

mean to put off : which is the very fenfc required here, and what 
Leouato would reply, upon Claudio's laying, he would have nothing 
to do with him. Theobald. 

Theobald has well interpreted the wofd. Shakfpeare ufes it 
more than once. Thus, in K. Henry IV. P. I : 

41 The nimble-footed mad-cap Prince of Wales, 

»* And his conuades, that dajf'd the world ahde." 
Again, in the comedy bcfoie us: 

" 1 would have dafd all other refpeas," Sec. 
Again, in tit Lover's Complaint : 

,k Thetc my white ftole of chaftity I doff' d." 
It is, perhaps, of Scoiiilh origin, as I find it in Ane verie excellent 
and dtletUbill Treati/e intitulit Philotus, 8cc. Edinburgh, i6o3 : 

*' Their dajfing docs us fo undo." Steevens. 

7 Ant. He J) all kill two of us, 8cc. ] This brother Anhnj is the 
trucU picture imaginable ol human nature. He had aflumed the 
•character of a fage to comfort his brother, overwhelmed with grief 
for his only daughter's affront and difl.onour ; and had feverely 
reproved him for not commanding his pafhou better on fo trying 
an occafion. Yet, immediately after this, no fooner does he begin 
to lulped that his age and valour arc flighted, but he falls iuto 
the mod intemperate fit of rage himfelf : and all he can do or fay 
is not of power to pacify him. This is copying nature with a 
penetration and e.xacincfs of judgement peculiar to Shakfpeare. 
As to the exprefhon, too, of his paflion, nothing can be more highly 
painted. \Varbi;rton. 

8 come boy, follow me : ] Here the old copies deftroy the 

meafure by teading — 

11 — come, fir boy, come, follow me : " 
I have omitted the unncccfiarv words. Steevens. 

9 foining fence ; J Foining is a term in fencing, and means 

tktujtwg. Douce. 
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And Hie is dead, (lander 1 d to death by villains ; 

That dare as well anfwer a man, indeed, 

As I dare take a ferpent by the tongue : 

Boys, apes, braggarts, Jacks, milklops! — 

Leon. Brother Antony, — 

Ant. Hold you content; What, man! I know 
them, yea, 

And what they weigh, even to the ntmofl fcruple: 
Scambling,* out-facing, fafhion-mong ring boys, 
That lie, and cog, and flout, deprave and (lander, 
Goantickly, and. mow outward hideoufnefs, 5 
And (peak off half a dozen dangerous words, 
How they might hurt their enemies, if they durft, 
And this is all. 

Leon. But, brother Antony, : — 

Ant. Come, ''tis no matter ; 

Do not you meddle, let me deal in this. 

D. Pedro. Gentlemen both, we will not wake 
your patience. 4 



* Scambling,] i. e. /crumbling. The word is more than once 
ufed by Shakfpeare. See Dr. Percy's note on the hrll Ipccch of 
the play of K. Htnrj V. and likewifc the Scots proverb, " H is 
•well ken'd your father's foo was never a fcambltr." A Jcambltr in 
its literal fenfe, is one who goes about among his friends to get a 
dinner, by the liifh called a cojheter, Stekveks. 

1 Jhow outwaid hideoulncfs, ] i. e. what in King Henry V. 

Aa IU. fc. vi is called — 

'* ' a horrid fuit of the camp." Stteyf.ns. 

4 ■ u>t will net' wake jour patitnet.] This conveys a fen- 
ttment that the fpeaker would by no means have implied, — That 
the patience of (he two old men was not exercifed, but afleep, 
which upbraids them for infcnhbility under their wrong. Shak- 
fpcarc mull have wrote: 

- we will not wrack 

i. e. deftroy your patience by tantalizing you. Ware L rton. 

This emeudaiiou is very fpecious, aud perhaps is light ; yet the 
prefent reading may admit a congruous meaning with lefs diihculty 
ihan many other of Shakfpeare's expreflions. 
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Mv heart is forrv for your daughter's death; 

But, on *my honour, ilie was charg'd witb nothing 

But what was nue, and veiy full of proof. 

I. eon. My lord, my lord, — 

I). Pi dko. 1 will not hear you. 

Lfon. No? 
Brother, away: 1 — I will be heard; — 

Ant. And (hall, 

Or fume of us will fmart for it. 

[Exeunt LtONATO and Antonio. 

Entir Benedick. 

D. Pedro. See, fee; here comes the man we went 
to leek. 

Claud. Now, fignior ! what news! 
Bene. Good day, my lord. 
D. Pedro. Welcome, iignior: You arc almoft 
come to part almoft 6 a fray. 



The old men have been both very an^ry and outrageous ; the 
prince tells them th.u he ami Claudio will not wake tknt patience ; 
will not any longer lotcc liiem to endure the prcfencr of tl ofe 
whom, though they look on them as enemies, they rau-not rcfift. 

JOHNSON. 

Wait, I believe, is the oricinal word. The ferocity of wild 
beafls is overcome by not fullering thera to Ucep. W( will not 
wake your palirnce, therefore means, wc will forbear any further 
provocation. Hinley. 

The lame phr.tfc occurs in Otktilo: 

11 Thou had ft been better have been born a dog, 
41 Than anlwer my uak'J wtaih." S IF EVENS. 
I Brother, away: — j The old copies, without regard to metre, 
read — 

Come, brOihtr, way, &c. 
I have omitted the ufelefs and redundant word — comt. Stefvens. 

6 - to part almoit — ] This lecond alm/ji appears like a cafsaL 

infertion of tiic compoGtor. As the fenfe is complete without it, 
I wiih the o mi thou ol it had been liccnlcd by either of the ancient 
copies. Stfevens. » 

Vol. VI. A a 
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Claud. Wc had like to have had our two nofes 
fnapped off with two old men without teeth. 

D. Pedro. Leonato and his brother : What 
think'ft. thou? Had we fought, I doubt, we fliould 
have been too young for them. 

Bkne. In a falfe quarrel there is no true valour. 
1 came to feck you both. 

Claud. Wc have been up and down to feek thee ; 
for we are high-proof melancholy, and would fain 
have it beaten away : Wilt thou ufe thy wit? 

Bi ne. It is in my fcabbard ; Shall 1 draw it? 

D. Pedro. Doft thou wear thy wit by thy fide? 

Claud. Never any did fo, though very many have 
been befide their wit. — I will bid thee draw, as we 
do the minflrels ; * draw, to pleafure us. 

D. Pedro. As I am an honcil man, he looks 
pale: — Art thou fick, or angry ? 

Claud. What! courage, man! What though 
care kill'd a cat, ° thou haft mettle enough in thec 
to kill care. 

Bene. Sir, I fhall meet your wit in the career, 
an you charge it againft me : — I pray you, choofe 
another fubject. 

Claud. Nay, then give him another flaff ; this 
laft was broke crofs. 7 

• 

' / will bid ihee draw, as we do the minftrels ;] An allufion 
perhaps to the itinerant Jword-danters. la what low cflimation 
minjlrrts were held iu the tcign of Elizabeth, ni.iy be feco from 
Slat. Eli/. 3q. C. iv. and the term was probably ufed to dcuote atiy 
fort of vagabonds who amufed the people at particular feafons. 

Dolce. 

6 What though care kill'd a cat,] This is a proverbial cxprcttiou. 
See Ray's Proverbs. Douce. 

^ A"a;, then give him another faff; 8cc] An allufion to tilting. 
See note, As jeu Like it, Ad 111. fc. iv. Warwjrton. 
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D. Pedro. By this light, he changes more and 
more; J think, he be angry indeed. 

Claud. If he be, he knows how to turn his 
girdle. 8 

Bene. Shall I fpeak a word in your ear? 

Claud. God blefs me from a challenge! 

Bene. You are a villain ; — I jeft not: — I will 
make it good how you dare, with what you dare, 
and when you dare : — Do me right, 9 or I will pro- 
tefl your cowardice. You have kilTd a fwcet lady, 

V 

8 to turn his girdle.] Wc have a proverbial fpeech. If he it 

ar.gr j, let him turn the buckle of his girdle. But I do not know ill 
original or meaning. Johnson. 

A correfponding exprefllon is to this day ufed in Ireland — If 
he be ang<y, let him tie up his >rogves % Neither provcib, I believe, 
has any other meaning than this : If he is in a bad humour, let 
him employ himfell till he is in a better. 

Dr. Farmer furnifhes me with an inllance of this proverbial 
exprefhon as uled by Cljudio, from Winwood'i Memorials, fol. 
edit. 1725. Vol. I. p. 453. See letter from Winwood to Cccyll, 
from Paris, 1602. about an affront he received theje from an 
Englijlman : " I faid what 1 fpake was not to make him angry. 
He replied, if I were angry, / might turn the buckle of my girdlt 
behind me." So hkewifc. Cowley On the Government of Oliver 

Cromwell k »« The next month he fwears by the living God, 

that he will turn them out of doors, and he does fo in his princely 
way of threatening, bidding them turne the bucilcs of their girdles 
benind them." Sieevens. 

Again, in Knavery in all Trades, or the Coffee Houfe, i6G\. fign. 
E : "Nay, if the gentleman be augry, let him turn the buckles of 
his girdle behind him." Reed. 

Large belts were worn with the buckle before, but for wreflling 
the budkle was turned behind, to give the adverfjry a fairer grafp 
zt thcgirdle. To turn the buckle behind, therefore, w .is a challenge. 

Holt White. 

9 Do me right,] This phrafe occurs in Juflicc Silence's fong in 
King Henry IV. P. II. Aii V. fc. iii. and was the uftial form of 
challenge to pledge a bumper toaft in a bumper. Sec note on the 
foregoing paUage. Steevens. 

A a 2 

1 
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and her death fliall fall heavy on you: Let me hear 
from you. 

Claud. Well, I will meet you, fo I may have 
good cheer. 

D. Pedrc. What, a feaft? a feafl? 

Ci aud. rfaith, I thank him; he hath bid 9 me to 
a calf b-head and a capon ; the which if I do not 
carve mofi curioufly, lay, my knife's naught— Shall 
I not find a woodcock too ? 1 

Bene. Sir, your wit ambles well; it goes cafily. 

D. Pedro. I'll tell thee how Beatrice prais'd 
thy wit the other day : I faid, thou hadft a line wit; 
Tiue, fays (he, ajmt little o,ne : No % faid I, a great 
wit; Right, fays fhe, a great grofs one : Nay, faid I; a 
good wit ; Jaft, faid fhe, U hurts no body : Nay t faid I, 
the geniUman is wife ; Certain, faid file, a wife gen- 
tlcman:* A r ay % faid I, he hath the tongues; Thai I 
believe, faid flic, for he /wore a thing to me on Monday 

9 bid—] i. e. invited. So, in Titus Andronicus, Aa I. 

fc. ii. 

« I am not bid- to wait upon this bride." Reeu. 

* Shall I not find a woodcock too?] A woodcock, being fiipr-ofcd 
to have no brains, was a proverbial term for a footifh fellow. See 
Tkt London FrCfigal, i6u§. and other comedies. Malone. 

A woodcock, means one caught in a fpringe ; alluding to the plot 
againil Benedick. So, in Hamlet, fc. ult. 

" Why, as a woodcock to my own fpringe, Ofiick." 
Again, in Love's Labour s Lofl, A8L IV. fc. iii. Biron fays — 
" tour woodcocks in a difh." Douce. 

1 a wife gentleman :] This jeft depcuding on the colloquial 

ufe of words is now .obfeure , perhaps we fhould read — a wife 
gentleman, or a man wife enough to be a coward. Perhaps wife 
gentleman was in that age uted ironically, and always flood for 
fitiy Jfllow. Johnson. 

We fUU ludicroufly call a man deficient in imdcrflanding — « 
wife-acre. S rifcVENS. N 
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night, which he forjworc on TtteJ "day morning; there's 
a double tongue, there's two tongues. Thus did fhe, 
an hour together, tranf-fhape thy particular virtues; 
yet, at laft, flic concluded with a ugh, thou waft 
the propercft man in Italy. 

Claud. For the which (he wept heartily, and 
laic], flic cared not. 

D. Pedro. Yea, that fhe did; but yet, for all 
that, an if {he did not hate him deadly, flie would 
love him dearly: the old man's daughter told us all. 

Claud. All, all; and moreover, God Jaw him 
when he was hid in the garden. 

D. Pedro. But when fhall we fet the favage bull's 
horus on the fenlible Benedick's head? 

Claud. Yea, and text underneath, Here dwells 
Benedick the married man? 

Bene. Fare you well, boy; you know my mind; 
I will leave you now to your goffip-like humour: 
you break jefts as braggarts do their blades, which, 
God be thanked, hurt not. — My lord, for your 
many courtefies I thank you: I mufl difcontinue 
your company: your brother, the baflard, i* fled 
from Meflina: you have, among you, kilTd a fwcet 
and innocent lady : For my lord Lack-beard, there, 
he and I fhall meet; and till then, peace be with 
him. [Exit Benedick. 

D. Pedro. He is in earned. 

Claud. In mod profound earneft; and, Til war- 
jant you, for the love of Beatrice. 

D. Pedro. And hath challenged thee? 
Claud. Mofl fincercly. 

D.Pedro. What a pretty thing man is, when he 

Aa 3 
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goes in his doublet and hofc , and leaves off his 
wit ! 4 



Enter Dogberry, Verges, and the Watch, with 
Comrade and Borachio. 

* 

Claud. He is then a giant to an ape: but then 
is an ape a doctor to fuch a man. 

D.Pedro. But, (oft you, let be;' pluck up, my 

< 

9 

4 What a prrtly lhi*g man fj, when he goes in his dcvblet nr.d 
hojr, a-ni leaves rff his ui/.'j Ii was ellremcd a maik of levity and 
Want ol becoming gravity, at that time, to go in the dnul/let and 
Jo/', and leave ojf ike cloai, to which this well-turned exprejfion 
allude*. The tho'.gkt is, that love make* a man as ridiculous, and 
exjTofe* him as naked as being in the doublet and hofc without** 
cloak.. Warbcrion. ■ 

I doubt much concerning this interpretation, yet am by no 
means confident that my own is right. I believe, however, thefe 
words icier to what Don PcViro had faid juft before — 44 And hath 
challenged ihcc ? " ~ and that the meaning is. What a pretty thing a 
man is, when he is filly cnnu.h to throw off his cloak, and go in 
hi* doublet and hole, to fght for a woman i In The Merry Wives 
cf Wirdfor. when Sir Hugh is going to engage with Dr. Caius, he 
walk:- about in hi* doublet and hole : 44 Page. And youthful flill 

in your doublet avJ hojt, this raw rheumatick day !" — »■ There 

is reafons aud citufes for it, ' favs Sir Much, alluding to die duel 

lie was going to light. I am aware that there was a particular 

fpcties of bnglc COtnbat called Rapier and cloak ; but I fuppofe, 
ncverihclefs, that when the fmall fword came into common ufe, 
the cloak was gcnei.illv laid afidc in duels, as tending to embarrafi 
the combatants. Malone. 

Perhaps the whole meaning of the pafJage is this:— What an 
inconhficnt fool is man. when he covcis his body with clothes, 
and at the fame time divcfls himfclf of his underftauding ! 

Sif.evens. 

• 

1 But, /oft you, let be ;] The quarto and Ptft folio read cor- 

ruptlv let me l<\ which the editor of the fecond folio, in order 

to obtain fome fenfc, convened to — let me fee. I was once idle 
enough to fuppofe that copy was of fome authority ; but a minute 
examination of it has ihewn me that all the alterations made in it 
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heart, and be fad! * Did he not fay, my brother was 

fled? 

Dogb. Come, you, fir; if juflicc cannot tame you, 
fhe iliall ne'er weigh more reafons in her balance: 7 
nay, an you be a curfing hypocrite once, you mud 
be lookM to. « 

D. Pedro. How now, two of my brother's men 
bound! Borachio, one! 

Claud. Hearken after their offence, my lord! 

D. Pedro. Officers, what offence have thefe men 
done ? 

Dogb. Marry, fir, they have committed falfe re- 
port; moreover, they have fpoken untruths ; fecon- 
darily, they are Danders ; fixth and lafi.lv, they have 
belyM a lady ; thirdly, they have verified unjuft 
things: and, to conclude, they are lying knaves. 

D.Pedro. Firft, I alk thee what they have done ; 
thirdly, I afk thee what's their offence; fixth and 
laftly, why they are committed ; and, to conclude, 
what you lay to their charge. 

t 

were merely arbitrary, and generally very injudicious. Let It 
were without doubt the author's words. The fame exprefboa 
occurs again in Antony and Cleofaiia, Aft IV. fc. iv. 

»' What's this for .-' Ah, let be, let be." Malone. 

If /// be, it the true reading, it muft mean, let things remain as 
they are. I have heard the phiafc ufed hy Dr. Johnfon himfclf. 
Mr. Henley obferves, that the fame exprefbon occurs in St. Matt. 
xxvii. 49. Si SEVENS. 

So, in Henry VIII. Aft I.- fc. i. 

»• ■ and they were ratify'd, 
" As he cried, Thus, let be." 
Agun, in the Winter's Tale, Aft V. fc. iii. Lcontes fays, " Let 
be, let be." Reed. 

6 pluck up, my heart, and be /ad!] i. e. roufc thyfelf, ray 

heart, and be prepared for ferious confequences ! Steevens. 

7 — — ne'er weigh more reafons in her balance:] A quibble be- 
tween rcajons and raifons. RnsoN. 

A a 4 
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.Claud. Rightly rcafoned, and in hisowndivi- 
fion ; and, by my troth, there's one meaning well 
fuited. fc 

D. Pfdpo. Whom have you offended, matters, that 
you are thuo boirnd to your anlwer? this learned 
conflable is too cunning to be un ierflood: What's 
your offence ? 

Bor a. Sweet prince, let me go no further to mine 
anlwer; doyou hear me, and let this count kill me. 
1 have deceived even your very eves: what your 
wifdoms could not dilcover, thefe fhallow fools 
have bfought to light; who, in the night, over- 
heard me confefEng to this man, how Don John 
your brother incenfed me to llaudei 9 the lady Hero; 
how you were brought into the orchard, and faw 
me court Margaret in Hero's garments ; how you 
difgraced her, when you fhoulu marry her: my vil- 
lainy they have upon record; which I had rather 
feal with my death, than repeat over to my fhame: 
the lady is dead upon mine and my mailer's falfe 
accufation; and, briefly, I delire nothing but the 
reward of a villain. 

D. Pedro. Runs not this fpeech like iron through 
your blood ? 

Claud. I have drunk poifon, whiles he utter'dit. 

D. Pedro. But did my brother fct thee on to 
this? 

Bora. Yea, and paid me richly for the practice 
of it. 

8 — — one meaning will Juited.] That is, one meaning is put into 
many dijfhent drrjfes ; the piinrc having afked the fame qucflion in 
four modes of fpeech. Johnson. 

v — ■ iocens'd me to Jlandtr, 8cc.] That is, incited me. The 
word is ufed in the fame fenfe in Richard 111. and Htmy VI II. 

M. Mason. 

Sec MinQieu's Did. in v. Malon.e, 
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D. Pedro. He is compos'd and fraind of trea- 
chery: — 
And fled he is upon this villainy. 

•Claud. Sweet Hero! now thy image doth ap« 
• pear 

In the rare fcmblance that J lovVl it firft. 

Docb. Come, bring avvav the plaintiffs ; bythis 
time our Sexton hath reformed fignior I conato of 
the matter: And matters, do not forget to fpecify, 
when time and place fhall ferve, that 1 am an afs. 

Verg. Here, here comes mailer fignior Leonato, 
and the Sexton too. 

Re-enter Leonato and Antonio, with the Sexton. 

- 

Leon. Which is the villain? Let me fee his eyes ; 
That when I note another man like him, 
I may avoid him : Which of thefe is he ? 

Bora. If you would know your wronger, look 
on me. 

' Leon. Art thou the flave, that with thy breath 
haft killed 
Mine innocent child? 

Bora. Yea, even I alone. 

Leon. No, not fo, villain; tho.u bely'ft thy fc Iff ; 
Here fland a pair of honourable men, 
A third is fled, that had a hand in it: — 
1 thank you, princes, for my daughter's death; 
Record it with your high and worthy deeds ; 
'Twas bravely done, if you bethink you of it. 

Claud. 1 know not how to pray your patience, 
Yet 1 muft fpeak : Choofe your revenge yourfelf; 
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Impofe mc to what penance * your invention 
Can lay upon ray fin : yet finn'd I not, 
But in millaking. 

D.Pedro. By my foul, nor I; 

And yet, to fatisfy this good old man, 
I would bend under any heavy weight 
That he'll enjoin me to. . 

Leon. I cannot bid you bid my daughter live, 
That were impoffible ; but, I pray you both, 
PofTefs the people 5 in Medina here 
How innocent lhe died: and, if your love 
Can labour aught in fad invention, 
Hang her an epitaph upon her tomb, 
And ring it to her bones ; fing it to night: — 
To-morrow morning come you to my houfe; 
And fince you could not be my fon-in-law, 
Be yet my nephew: my brother hath a daughter, 
Almoft the copy of my child that's dead, 
And file alone is heir to both of us ; * 
Give her the right you fhould have given her coufin, 
And fo dies my revenge. 

Claud. O, noble fir, 

■ Tmpofe me to what penance — ] i. e. command me to undergo 
whatever penance, 8cc. A taflc or excrcife prefcribed by way of 
punifhment for a fault committed at the Univcrfities, is yet called 
(as Mr. Steevens has obferved in a former note) an impojition. 

Malone. 

J Poffcfs the people, kc] To pojfefi, in ancient language, fignifics. 
to j'a/crm, to make acquainted with. So, in The Merchant of 
Venice : 

« Is he yet pop/id how much you would ?" 
Again, ibid i 

»« I have pojfe/s'd your grace of what I purpofe." 

STE EVENS. 

4 And Jlte alone it heir to both of «j ;] Shakfpcnrc fcems to have 
forgotwh.it lie had made Leonato fay, in the fifth fcene of the iitft 
Act to Antonio, ,l How now, brother ; where is my couuu your 
fou ? hath he provided the mufick.'" A.nonymol'3, 
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Your over- kin dnefs doth wring tears from me!/ 
I do embrace your offer; and difpole 
For henceforth of poor Claudio. 

Leon. To-morrow then I will expeel your com- 
ing ; 

To-night I take my leave. — This naughty man 
Shall lace to face be brought to Margaret, 
Who, I believe, was pack'd in all this wrong, 1 
Hir'd to it by your brother. 

Bora. No, by my foul, fhe was not; 

Nor knew not what fhe did, when flic fpoke to me ; 
But always hath been juft and virtuous, 
In any thing that I do know by her. 

Dogb. Moreover, fir, (which, indeed, is notunder 
white and black,) this plaintiff here, the offender, 
did call me afs: Ibcfeechyou, let it be remembered 
in his punifhmcnt: And alfo , the watch heard 
them talk of one Deformed: they fay, he wears a 
key in his ear, and a lock hanging by it; 6 and 

t Who y 1 believe, was pack'd in all this wrong,] i. c. combined; 
an accomplice. So, in Lord Bacon's Works, Vol. IV. p. 2(»o. 
edit, i 740. * l If the ifluc (hall be this, that whatever fhall be done 
for him, fh all he thought done for a number of perfons that lhall 
be laboured and packed- ." MALONE. 

So, iu King Lear : 

M fiiuffs and packings of the dukes." Stfevens. 

Again, in Melvill's Memoirs, p. 90. *« lie was a fpecial 

inltrumeut of helping mv Lord of Murray and Secretary Lidington 
to pad up the firfl friendfhip bctwLvt the two queens," &c. 

R.EID. 

6 — — ~'ke wears a .key in his ear, aid n lock hanging by it;] 
There could not be a pleaf.uncr ridicule on the fafhion, than the 
conflable's defcant on his own blunder. They heard the con- 
fpirators fatirize the fafhion ; whom they took to be a man fur- 
named Deformed. This the conflable applies with cxquifite 
humour to the courtiers, in a defcriptio'u of one of the mod 
fantaftical fafhions of that time, the men's wearing rings in their 
cars, aad indulging a favourite lock of hair which was brought 
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✓ borrows money in God's name; 7 the which he 

hath ufed fo long, and never paid, that now 
men grow hard-hearted, and will lend nothing for 
God's lake : Pray you, examine him upon that 
point. 

Leon. I thank thee for thy care and honefl pains. 

Dogb. Your worfliip fpeaks like a moll thank- 
ful and reverend youth ; and 1 praife God for 
you. 

* t 

before, and tied with ribbons, and called a love-lock. Againft 
thifc fafhion William Prynne wrote his trcatife, called, The Un- 
lovelynefs of Lore-Locks. To this fantaftick mode Fletcher alludes 
in his Cupifs Revenge: "This morning I brought him a new 
pciriwig with a lock at it — And yonder' s a fellow come has bored 
a hole in Us ear." And again, in his Womnn-Hater : ^ — If 1 
could endure an ear with a hole in it, or a platted loci" Sec. 

VVarburton. 

Dr. Warburton, I believe, has here (as he frequently does,) 
/ refined a little too much. There is no allufion, I conceive, to the 

fafhion of wearing rings in the ears (a fafhion which our author 
himielf followed ). The plcafantry fcems to confift in Dogberry's 
fuppoGug that the lock which Deformed wore, muft have a key 
to it. 

Fynes Nforyfon in a very particular account that he has given 
of the drefs of Lord Momjoy, (the rival, and afterwards the friend 
of Robert, Earl of ElTcx, ) fays, that his hair was 41 thinnc on the 
head, where he wore it fhort, except a lock under his left eare t 
which he nourifhed the time of this warre', [the Irifh War, in 
i5o(j.] and being woven up, hid it in hit neck under his ruffe." 
Itinerary, P. II. p. 4*>. When he was not on fcrvice, he 
probably wore it in a different fafhion. The portrait of Sir Ed- 
/ ward Sackvifle, Eail of Dorfet, painted by Vandyck, [now at 

Knowle,) exhibits this lock with a large knotted ribband at the 
end of it, It hangs under the ear on the left fide, and reaches at 
low as where the ftar is now worn by the knights of the garter. 
The fame fafhion is alluded to in an epigram already sjuolcd : 
l « Or what he doth with fuch a horfe-taiU/cct," &:c. 

Malone. 

7 and borrows money in God's name;] i. e. is a common 

beggar. This alludes, with too much levity, to the 17th verfe of 
the xixlh chapter of Proverbs: »« He that givcth to the poor, 
iendeth unto the Lord." Steeven*. 

> 

1 
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Leon. There's for thy pains. 
Dogb. God fave the foundation! f 
Leon. Go, 1 difcharge thee of thy prifoner, and 
I thank thee. , 

Dogb. I leave an arrant knave with your wot> 
ilii p - which, 1 bcfccch your worfhip, to correci 
yourfelf, for the example of others. God keep 
your worfhip; I wifli your worfhip well ; God rc- 
flore you to health : I humbly give you leave to 
depart; and if a merry meeting may be winYd, 
God prohibit it. — Come, neighbour. 

["Exeunt Dogberry, Verges, and Watch. 
Leon. UntiLto-mon-ow morning, lords, farewell. 
Ant. Farewell, my lords; we look for you to- 
morrow. 
D. Pedro. We will not fail. 
Claud. To-night I'll mourn with Hero. 

[ Exeunt D. Pedro and Clavdio. 
Leon. Bring you thefe fellows on ; we'll talk 
with Margaret, 
How her acquaintance grew with this lewd fellow.* 

[ Exeunt. 

9 Cod fave the foundation !] Such was the cuAomary phrafe em- 
ployed by thofc who received alms at the gates of religious houfes. 
Dogberry, however, in the prefcnt inftance, might have dengned 
to fay "God fave the fovndtr!" SteevenS. 

* lewd fellow.] Ltxvi, in this, and feveral other inftauces, 

has not its common meaning, but merely fignifitl — idlt. So, m 
King Richard III. A& I. fc. iii. 

i« But you molt trouble him with Iturd complaints." ' 

STilVIXS. 
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SCENE II. 

Leonato's Garden. 

Enter Benedick, and Margaret, meeting. 

Bene. Pray thee, fweet miftrefs Margaret, dc- 
fcrve well at my hands, by helping me to the fpeech 
of Beatrice. 

Marg. Will you then write mc a fonnctin praife 
of my beauty ? 

Bene. In fo high a ftyie, Margaret, that no man 
living fliall come over it; for, in mofl comely truth, 
thou defervcft it. 

Marg. To have no man come over mc? why, 
(hall I always keep below flairs? 1 

Bene. Thy wit is as quick as the greyhound's 
mouth, it catches. 

■ 

* to have no man come over me? why, Jliall I always keep below 
Jlausf] I fuppofc, every reader will Und the meaning. 

Johnson. 

Left he fhould not, the following inftancc from Sir Afton's 
Cockayne'* Voemi is at his feivice : 

M But to prove rather he was not bcguil'd, 
41 Her he o'er-came, for he got her with child." 

And another, more appoutc, from Marllon's Injatiate CounleJi t 

" Alas! when we are once o'the falling hand, 
" A man may caGly come over us." Collins. 

Mr. Theobald, to procure an obvious fenfc, would read — above 
flairs. But there is danger in any attempt to reform a joke two 
hundred years old. 

The fcafe, however, for which Mr. Theobald contends, may be 
reftored by fuppofing the lofs of a word: and that our author 
wrote — " Why, fhall I always keep men below flairs i'" i. c. never 
fuffer them to come up into my bed-chamber, for the purpoies of 
love. Steevens. 



i 
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Marg. And your's as blunt as the fencer's foils, 
which hit, but hurt not. 

Bene. A mo ft manly wit, Margaret, it will not 
hurt a woman ; and fo, I pray thee, call Beatrice : 
1 give thee the bucklers. 4 

Marg. Give us the fwords, we have bucklers of 
our own. 

Bene. If you ufc them, Margaret, you muft put 
Jin the pikes with a vice ; and they are dangerous 
weapons lor maids. 

M arg. Well, 1 will call Beatrice to you, who, 
1 think, hath legs. [ Exit Margaret. 

Bene. And therefore will come. 

The god of love, 
That fits abovt, ' 
And knows me, and knows me. 
How pitiful 1 deferve, — 

* / give thee the bucklers.] I fuppofe that to give the bucklers 

is, to yield, or to lay by all thoughts of defence, fo clypeum abjicere. 
The reft defttves no comment. Johnson. 

Greene, in his Second Part of Coney-Catching, i5ga. ufes the 
fame expreflion : »« At this his rnafter laught, and was glad, for 
further advantage, to yield the bucklers to his prcntrfc." 

Again, in A Woman never Vcxd, a comedy by Rowley, i63s. 
<* into whofe hands the thrufts the weapons firft, let him take up 
the bucklers." 

Again, in Decker's Saliromajlix : 

»• Charge one of them to take up the bucklers again ft that hJir- 
monger Horace," 

Agaiu, in Chapman's May-day, l6ll. 

" And now I lay the bucklers at your feet." 
Again, in Every Woman in her Humour, 1609. 

u — if you lay down the bucklers, you lofc the victory." 

Again, in P. Holland's tranflation of Pliny's Natural HiJIory, B. X. 

Ch. xxi. " it goeth againft his ftomach (the cock's) to 

yccld the gantlet arid give the bucklers." Steevens. 

* the god of love, 8cc- J Tbi* was the beginning of an old fong, 

1 
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I mean, in finging; but in loving, — Leandcr the 
good fwi miner, 1 roilus the firfl employer of pan- 
dais, and a whole book full of thefe quondam car- 
pet-mongers, whole names yet run fmooth-v in the 
even road of a blank verle, whv, they were never 
fo truly lUrn'd over and over as my .poor fell, in 
love: Marry, I cannot fhow it in rhimc; 1 have 
try'd; I can find out no rhimc to laS) but Inly, an 
innocent rhimc ; foi [corn, horn, a hard rhimc ; for 
Jchool \ fool, a babbling rhimc; very ominous end-* 
ings: No, I was not bom under a rhimiug planet, 
nor I canuot woo in fcfdval teims. * — 

Enter Beatrice. 

Sweet Beatrice, would'ft thou come when I called 
thee? 

Beat. Yea, fignior, and depart when you bid me. 
Bene. O, flay but till then ! 
Beat. Then, is fpoken ; fare you well now:-— and 
yet, ere I go, let me go with that 1 came for, 7 which 

by \V. E. (William Elderton) a puritanical parody of which, by 
one W. Birch, under the ritle of Tit tumpliint cf a Sinner y Crc. 
Imprinted at London, ly Alexander La y for Richard Applow, is flill 
extant. The words in this moralifcd copy arc as loilows : 

" Tit god nf love, tfimt Jits above, 

" Doth know us, doth know us, 

" How Jnful that wt be." RlISON. 

In Bacchus' Bountie, 8cc. 410. bl. 1. 1 5 j J , is a fong, begiuniug — 

" The Gods of love ' 

»• Which raigue above." Stfivfns. 

6 in feflival terms. \ i. e. in f len.iid phrafeologv, fuch at 

differs from common language, as holUa>s tiotu cumtnon da> s. 
Thus, Hoifpur, in K. Henr) IV. V. 1. 

" With many holiday and lady terms." S f elvens. 

— with that I came lor,] for, which is wanting in the old 
copy, was inlcrtcd by Mr. Rowc. Malo.n£. 



Digitized by Googl 



ABOUT NOTHING. 36g 

is, with knowing what hath patted between yoa 
and Claudio. 

Bene. Only foul words; and thereupon I will 
kifs thee. 

Beat. Foul words is but foul wind, and foul 
wind is but foul breath, and foul breath is noiforae ; 
therefore 1 will depart unkifs'd. 

Bene. Thou hafl frighted the word out of his 
right fenfe, fo forcible is thy wit: But, I muft tell 
thee plainly. Claudio undergoes my challenge; * 
and either I muft fhortly hear from him, or I will 
fubferibe him a coward. And, I pray thee now, 
tell me, for which of my bad parts didft thou firft 
fall in love with me ? 

Beat. For them all together; which maintained 
fo politick a ftate of evil, that they will not admit 
any good part to intermingle with them. But for 
which of my good parts did you firft fufFer love for 
me? 

Bene. Suffer love; a good epithet! I do fufFer 
love, indeed, for I love thee againft my will. 

Beat. In fpite of your heart, I think ; alas ! poor 
heart! If you fpite it for my fake, I will fpite it 
for yours; for I will never love that which my 
friend hates. 

Bene. Thou and I are too wife to woo peace* 
ably. 

Beat. It appears not in this confefllon : there's 
not one wife man among twenty, that will praife 
lrimfelf. 

Bene. An old, an old inflance, Beatrice, that 

^ 8 — undergoes my challenge ; i. e. is fubjea to it. So, ia 
Cymbtline^ Ad III. fc. v. ** ., — unJrt^o ihofc cmfloyrucias, where* 
ia I fliould have caufc to ufc thee." Steevens. 

Vol. VI. B b 
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lived in the time of good neighbours : 9 if a man do 
not erccl in this a°;e his own tomb ere he dies, he 
fhall live no longer in monument, than the bell 
rings, and the widow weeps. 

Beat. And how long is that, think yon? 

Bene. Queflion? — Why, an hour in clamour, 
and a quarter in rheum : * Therefore it is moll expe- 
dient for the wife, (if Don Worm, his conference, 
find no impediment to the contrary,) to be the 
trumpet of his own virtues, as I am to myfelf: So 
much for praifing myfelf, (who, I myfelf will bear 
witnefs, is praife-worthy, ) and now tell me, How 
doth your coufin ? 

Beat. Very ill. 

Bene. And how do you? 

Beat. Very ill too. 

Bene. Serve God, love me, and mend : there 
will 1 leave you too, for here comes one in hade. 

Enter Ursula. 

Urs. Madam, you muft come to your uncle; 
yonder' s old coil at home: 1 it is proved, my lady 

9 i in the time of gooi neighbours :] i. e. when men were not 
envious, but every one gave another his due. The rcpljr is ex- 
tremely humourous. Warrlrion. 

> Queflion ? — Vl'fa, an hour, Sec.] i. e. What a queftion's there, 
or what a foolifh queflion do you afk ? But the Oxford editor, 
not undeift.mding this phiafc, contracted into a (ingle word, (of 
which we have many iniianccs in En^lifh) has fairly Aruck it out. 

Warburton. 

The phrafc occurs frequently in Shakfpeare, and means no more 
than — you ajt a q*tJlior. % or that is tht qutjiion. Ritson. 

J ' old coil at home :\ So, in King Henry IV. F. II. AQ IT. 
fie. iv. »« By the mafs, here will be old litis." See note ou U»f 
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Hero hath been falfely accufed , the prince and 
Claudio mightily abufed; and Don John is the 
author of all, who is fled and gone : Will you come 

prelcntiy? 

Beat. Will you go hear this news, fignior? 

Bf.ne. I will live in thy heart, die in thy lap, 
and be buried in thy eyes ; and, moreover, I will 
go with thee to thy uncle's. [Exeunt, 

SCENE III. 

The infidc of a Church, . 

Enter Don Pedro, Claudio, and Attendants with 

mufuk and tapers. 

• 

Claud. Is this the monument of Leonato? 
Atten. It is, my lord. 
Claud. [Reads from a fcroll. 

Done to death 4 by Jlanderous tongues 

Was the Hero that here lies : 
Death, in guerdon 1 of her wrongs, 

Gives her fame which never dus : 

paflacje. Old, (I know not why) was anciently a common aug- 
mentative in familiar language. 

Coil is buftle, fiir. So, in King John : 

" I am not worth this coil that's made for me." Stefvens. ' 

4 Done to death — ] This obfolcte phrafc occurs frequently in 
our ancient writers. Thus, in Marlowe's Lu/i's Dominion., iG5 7 : 
" His mother's hand fh all Hop thy breath, 
»< Thinking her own fon is done to death." Malone. 

To do to death is merely an old tranllation of the liench phrafc — 
Fairt mourir. Stef.vens. 

* in gucidon — ] Guerd<in U reward, remuneration. Scr 

Collard s ufe ot this word in L(vr's Labour's Lo<l, Aci III. fc. i. 
The verb, to guerdon, occuts both iu King Htnrj VI. P. II. and i» 
King Her.ij VIII. SXEEViNS. 

K b 2 
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So the life, that died with jhame, 
Livis in death with glorious fame. 

Hang thou there upon the tomb, [affixing it. 
Praijuig her when I am dumb. — 

Now, muGck, found, and fing your foleran hymn. 

SONG. 

Pardon, Goddejs of the. night, 
Thoje that Jtew thy virgin knight; h 

* Tknfe that Jlew thj virgin knight;] Knight, in its original 
(ignirication, means follower, or pupil, and in this fenfe may be 
feminine. Helena, in All's well that ends well, ufes knight in the 
fame ugnifkatiou. Johnson. 

Virgin knight is virgin hero. In the times of chivalry, a virgin 
knight was oue who had as yet atchieved no adventure. Hero 
had as yet atchieved no matrimonial one. It may be added, that 
a virgin knight wore no device on his fhield, having no right to 
any till he had deferved it. 

So, in the Hijory of Ciyomon, Knight oj the Golden Shield, Sec. 
i5 99 . 

*' Then as thou fccm'ft in thy attire a virg:r knigkt to be, 

*« Take thou this jhield likewife of white,'' See. 
It appears, however, fiom fcveial patiages in Spenfcr's Faerie 
Queen, B. I. c. vii. that an ideal order of this name was fappofed, 
as a compliment to Queen Elizabeth's virginity : 

u Of doughlie knights whom faery laud did laife 

" That noble order hight of maidenhed." 
Again, B. II. c. ii. 

m Order of maidenhed the moft renown'd." 
Again, B. II. c. ix. 

41 And numbrcd be mongfl knights of maidenhed." 
On the books of the Stationers' Company in the year i5g4. it 

entered, " Phcaudcr the maiden kr.ight." Steevkns. 

1 do not believe that any alludon was here intended to Hero's 
having yet atchieved " no matrimonial adventure." Diana's knight 
or Virgin knight, was the common poetical appellation of virgins, 
in Sliakfpeare's time. 

So, in Ike Two A obit Kin/men, 1634. 

** O lacred, fltadowy, cold and conflant queen, 

»• ■ . ■ who to thy jtmale knights 



< 



Digitized by Google 



ABOUT NOTHING. 3?3 



For the which, with Jongs of woe. 
Round about her tomb they go. 
Midnight, ajfijl our moan ; 
Help us to Jigh and groan t 

Heavily, heavily : 
Graves, yawn, and yield your dead. 
Till death be uttered, 7 
Heavily, heavily. 

Claud. Now, unto thy bones good night ! 

Yearly will 1 do this rite. 
D. Pedro. Good morrow, matters ; put your' 

torches out: 
, , The wolves have prcy'd; and look, the gentle 

day, 

Before the wheels of Phccbua, round about 

Dapples the drowfy eatt with fpots of grey: 
Thanks to you all, and leave us ; fare you well. 
Claud. Good morrow, matters; each his feveral 
way. 

" Allow'ft no more blood than will make a blufb, 
41 Which is their order's robe,- 
Again, more appofitcly in Spenfcr's Faery Qjieene, B. III. c. xii. 
ii Soon as that virgin knight he faw in place, 
♦* His wicked book.es in haft he overthrew." 

Malone. 

This laft inftance will by no means apply ; for the virgin 'knight 
Js the maiden Biitomart, who appeared in the accoutrement* of * 
Anight, and from that circnmftancc was fo denominated. 

Steevf.ns. 

7 Till death be utteredA I do not profcfs to underftand this line, 
which to me appears both defedive in fenfe and metre. I luppofc 
two words have been omitted, which perhaps were — 

" Till fongs of death be uttered, Sec. 
So, in King Richard III : 

" Out on you, owls ! nothing but Jongt of death t" 

SrLEVEKS. 
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D. Pedro. Come, Ictus hence, and put on other 

weeds ; 

And then to Leonato's we will go. 

Claud. And, Hymen, now with luckier iflue 

fpced's, 

Than this, lor whom we rendered up this woe ! 8 

[Exeunt y 

t 

SCENE IV, 

A Roo?n in Leonato's Houfe. 

Enter Leonato, Antonio, Benedick, Beatrice, 
Ursula,- Iriar, and Hero. 

Friar. Did I not tell you flic wa* innocent? 
Leon. So are the prince and Claudio, who ac- 
cusd her, 

Upon the error that you heard debated: 
But Margaret was in fotne fault for this ; 
Although againR her will, a* it appears 
In the true courfe of all the queftion. 

Ant. Well, 1 am glad that all things fort fo 
well. , 

Btne. And fo ami, being elfe by faith enforced 
To call young Claudio to a reckoning for it. 

8 And % Hymen, now with luckier iffue fpced's, 

Thai tus, fnr whom wt rtnder'd up this wee.'] The old copy 
has — Jpredi. SiEf.VF.ss. 

Claudio could not know, without being a prophet, that this new 
piopofed match lhould have any luckier event than that dciigned 
with Hero Certainly, therefore, tf.isfhould be a willl iu Claudio; 
and, to this cud, the poet might have wrote, J\>tt£ s ; i. e. /peed iu: 
and fo it becomes a prayer to Hymen. Tiurjlby. 

The contraction introduced is fo extremely harfli, that I doubt 
whether it was intended by the author. However I have followed 
former editors iu auoptiug it. Malone. 
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Leon. Well, daughter, and you gentlewomen all, 
Withdraw into a chamber by yourfelves; 
And, when I fend for you, come hither mafk'd : 
The prince and Claudio promised by this hour 
To vifit me: — You know your office, brother; 
You inuft be father to your brother's daughter, 
And give her to young Claudio. [Exeunt Ladies. 

Ant. Which I will do with confirmed counte- 
nance. 

Bene. Friar, I muft entreat your pains, I think. 

Friar. To do what, fignior? . 

Bene. To bind me, or undo me, one of them. — 
SigniorXeonato, truth it is, good fignior, 
Your niece regards me with an eye of favour. 

Leon. That eye my daughter lent her ; *Tis 
mod true. 

Bene. And I do with an eye of love requite her. 

Leon. The fight whereof, I think, you had from 
me, 

From Claudio, and the prince ; Butwhat's your will? 

Bene. Your anfwer, fir, is enigmatical : 
But, for my will, my will is, your good will 
May Rand with ours, this day to be conjoined 
In the flate of honourable marriage; * — 
In which, good friar, I (hall defire your help. 

Leon. My heart is with your liking. 

Friar. And my help. 

Here comes the prince, and Claudio. 

9 In the Jlatt of honourable marriage ;] Marriage y in this inflance, 
i. ufed as a trifyliable. So, in Tht Taming of the Shrew, Ad 111. 

. 11. 

» "Twcre good, mcthinks, to ftcal our marriage." 

Ste&vens. 

B b 4 



3 7 6 MUCH ADO 

• » 
Enter Don Pedro and Claudio, with Attendants. 

D. Pedro. Good morrow to this fair aflembly. 
Leon. Good morrow, prince; good morrow, 
Claudio ; 

We here attend you ; Are you yet determin'd 
To-day to marry with my brother's daughter? 

Claud. Til hold my mind, were flie an Ethiop. 

Leon. Call her forth, brother, here's the friar 
rcadv. [Exit Antonio. 

D.Pedro. Good morrow, Benedick: Why, what's 
the matter, 
That vou have fuch a February face, 
So full of froft, of florin, and cloudinefs? 

Claud. 1 think, he thinks upon thefavage bull 
Tufli, fear not, man, we'll tip thy horns with gold, 
And all Europa fhall rejoice at thee ; 1 
As once Euro pa did at lufly Jove, 
When he would play the noble beaft in love. 

BFNE. Bull Jove, fir, had an amiable low; 
And fomc fuch flrangc bull lcap'd your father's cow, 
And got a calf in that fame noble feat, 
Much like to you, for you have juft his bleat. 

Re-enter Antonio, with the Ladies majk'd. 

Claud. For this I owe you: here come other 
reckonings. 
Which is the lady 1 mud feize upon ? 

* tie ravage bull :] Still alluding to the pafJTage quoted in 

a former fcene from Kyd's Hieronymo. Stefvens. 

' And all Europa Jhtll, 8cc] I have no doubt but that our 
author wrote — 

And all our Europe, &c. 
So, in King Richard J I : 

*' Ai were our England in icvcruon bii. M Steeyens. 
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Ant. This fame is fhe, 4 and I do give you her. 
Claud. Why, then flic's mine : Sweet, let me 

fee your face. 
Leon. No, that you fhall not, till you take her 

hand 

Before this friar, and fwcar to marry her. 

Claud. Give me your hand before this holy 
friar ; 

I am your hufband, if you like of me. 

Hero. And when 1 hVd, I was your other wife: 

[ Unmajking. 

And when you lovM, you were my other hufband. 

Claud. Another Hero? 

Hero. Nothing certainer: 

One Hero died defUM ; but I do live, 
And, lurely as I live, I am a maid. 

D.Pedro. The former Hero! Hero that is dead! 

Leon. She died, my lord, but whiles her llander 
liv'd. 

Friar. All this amazement can I qaalify; 
When, after that the holy rites are ended, 
I'll tell you largely of fair Hero's death : 
Mean time, let wonder feem familiar, 
And to the chapel let us prefcntly. 

Bene. Soft and fair, friar. — Which is Beatrice? 

Beat. 1 anfwer to that name ; [ Unmajking] What 
is your will? 

Bene. Do not you love me ? 



4 Ant. This feme, &c] This fpeech is in the old copies given 
to Lconato. Mr. Theobald firft afligned it to the right owner. 
Lconnto has in a former part of this fcene told Antonio, — that kt 
•« mull be father to his brother's daughter, and givt ker to young 
Claudio," MAtONfi, * 
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Beat. No, no more than reafon. f 

Bene. Why, then your uncle, and the prince, 

and Claudio, 
Favc been deceived ; for they fwore you did. 1 
hi at. Do not you love me ? 
Bene. No, no more than reafon. 7 

Blat. Whv, then my coufin, Margaret, and 
% . . Urfula, 
Are much deceiv'd; for thev did fwear, you did. 
v Bene. They fwore that you were almoft fick for 
mc. 

Br AT. They fwore that you were well-nigh dead 
fur me. 

Bene. 'Tis no fuch matter: — Then, you do not 
love me? 

Beat. No, truly, but in friendly recompence. 
Leon. Come, coufin, I am fure you love the 
gentleman. 

Claud. And Fli be fworn upont, that he loves 
her ; 

For here's a paper, written in his hand, 
A halting fornet of his own pure brain, 
Fafhion'd to Beatrice. 

Hero. And here's another, 



* Ko, no more than rta/or..] The old copies, injurioufly to metre, 
reid — Wly, no i?c. It (hould feem that the compoGtor's eye 
had caught the here unneceflary adverb from the following fpcech. 

Steevens. 



metre 



■ for they Jtvore you did.) For, which both the fenfe and 
require, was iuferted by Sir Thomas Hanmcr. So, below: 
« Are much deeciv'd; Jur they did fwear you did." 



Malone. 



7 A'r, no tnert than reafon.} Here again the metre, in the old 
copies, ij overloaded by reading — Troth, no, no m»rf, Sec. 

Steevens. 
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Writ in my coufirTs hand, ftolen from her pocket, 

Containing her aifeftion unto Benedick. 

Bl\e. A miracle! here's our own hands a^ainft 
our hearts! — Come, I will have thee; but, by this 
Jight, 1 take thee for pity. 

BEAT. I would not deny you ; — but, by this good 
day, I yield upon great perfuafion;* and, partly, to 
lave your liie, for 1 was told you were in a ton* 
lump ton. 

Bene. Peace, I will flop your mouth. 7 

[Ki fling her. 

D. PEDRO. How dofl thou, Benedick the mar- 
ried man ? 

Bene. I'll tell thee what,, prince, a college of 
vvit-cratkers cannot flout me out of my humour: 

6 / -would not deny you; &c] Mr. Theobald fay*, is not this 
mock rea/onm*? She would not deny him, but that Jhe yields upon 
gnat perjuujion. In chan«ir.« the negative^ I nake no doubt la I 
have relieved the poet's humour: and Co changes not into yet. But 
is not this a mod-critic f who could not fee that the plain obvious 
fenlc of the common reading was this, I cannot find in my heart 
to deny you, but for all that 1 yield, after having flood out great 
pcrfuahons lo fubmiflion. He had laid — / take thee for j>iiy, Ihc 
replies — / would not dy y thee, i. e. I take thee lor pity too : but 
as I live, I am won to this compliance by impotiunity of lticnJs. 
Mr. Theobald, by alteiing net to yet, make* it ftippoled that he 
had been importunate, and that Jhe had often denied, which was 
not the cafe. Warbukton. 

" Bene. Peace, 1 will Jlop your moulh. [Rifling her.] In former 
copies : 

Leon. Peace, I will Jlop your mouth. 
What can Leonato mean by <his f 14 Nay, pray, peace, niece ! 
don't keep up this obftinacy of profeflion, for I have proofs to 
flop your mouth." The ingenious Dr. Thirl by agreed with me, 
that this ought to be given to Betlcdick, who, upon faying it, 
kiflcs Beatrice; and this being done bcfoie the whole company, 
how natural, is the reply which the prince makes upon it? 

How dojl thou, Benedick the married man? 
BcGdes, this mode of fpeccb, preparatory to a falutc, is familiar 
to our poet in common with other llagc-wiitcrs. Thlobald. 
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Dofl thou think, 1 care for a fatire, or an epigram? 
No: if a man will be beaten with brains, he fliall 
wear nothing hrndfome about him: In brief, fince 
I do purpole to marry, I will think nothing to any 
purpofe that the world can fay againft it; and 
therefore never flout at me for what I have faid 
againft it; for man is a giddy thing, and this is my 
concluhon. — For thy part, Claudio, I did think 
to luive beaten thee; but in that 8 thou art like to 
be my kinfman, live unbruis'd, and love my coufin, 

Claud. I had well hoped, xhou wouldft have 
denied Beatrice, that 1 might have cudgell'd thee 
out of thy Gngle life, to make thee a double dealer; 
which, out of queftion, thou wj It be, if my couGn 
do not look exceeding narrowly to thee. 

Rene. Gome, come, we arc friends : — let's have 
a dance ere we are married, that we may lighten 
our own hearts, and our wives' heels. 

Leon. We'll have dancing afterwards. 

13f.ne. Firft, o' my word ; therefore, play, mu- 
fick._ 

Prince, thou art fad; get thee a wife, get thee a 
wife : there is no Raff more reverend than one 
tipp'd with horn. 9 

* m in that — ] i. e. becaufe. So, Hooker: " Things arc 
preached not in that they arc taught, but in that they are pub- 
lifhcd." Steevens. 

9 — — no ftaft' mere reverend than one tipp'd with horn.] This 
pafiage may admit of fome explanation that i am unable to furuifli. 
By accident 1 loft fcvcral inftanccs I had colleded for the purpofe 
of throwing light on it. The following, however, may aflift the 
future commentator. 

■ 

MS. Sloan, 1691. 
uThat a felon may wage a a t t a 1 l e , with the 

ORDER THEREOF. 

.« by order of the lawc both the parties mult at their owne 

charge be armed withoutc any yron or long armourc, and tUciic 

/ 



1 



1 



Digitized by Google 



ABOUT NOTHING. 38i 



Enter a Mcflcngcr. 

> 

Mess. My lord, your brother John is ta'en in 
flight, 

And brought with armed men back to McflTina. 

Bene. Think not on him till to-morrow ; Til- 
devife thee brave puniilimcnts for him. — Strike up, 
pipers. [Dance. 

[Exeunt. 

heades bare, and bare-handed and bare-footed, every one of chem 
having a Lajion horned at cell endc, of one length," &c. 

Agaiu, in Stowe's Chronicle, edit, i H i r » , p, Gog: '* his 

barton a jtajje of an clle long, made taper-wife, //// with home, kc. 
was tome after him." Stkevens." 

Ac,ain, Htition, Pleas of the Crown, c. xxvii. f. iS. « l Next let 
t!icm go to combat armed without iron and without linnen armour, 
their head* uncovered and their hands naked, and ore- foot, with 
two bajlons tipped with horn of equal length, and each of them a 
target of four corners, without any other aimour, whereby any of 
l.icm may annoy the other ; and if cither of then have any other 
weapon concealed about hi in, and therewith auuoy his adverfary, 
let it Lc done as (hall be mentioned amongU combats in a pica of 
land." Reed. 

Mr. Steevens's explanation is undoubtedly the true one. The 
allufion is certainly to the ancient trial by wagrr oj hailcl, in ft ts 
both criminal ami civil. The quotation above given recites the 
form in the former cafe, — viz. an appeal of felony. The practice 
was nearly hinilur in civil caies, upon illuc joined in a win of 
right. Of tl c Lit liial of this Lind in En^laud, (which Wus in 
the thirteenth year of (^uccn Elizabeth,) our author might have 
rend a particular account in Stowe's Anna . Henry Nailor, 
imilter ol dcJcme, v.as champion for the demandants, Simon Low 
and John Kyme ; and George Thome for the tcuant, (or defendants 
Thorn is Paramoure* The combat was appointed to be fought in 
Tu thill- fields, and the Judges of the Common Fleas aud Scijcar.ts 
at law attended. Bat a compromife was entered into between the 
parties, the evening before the appoiuted day, and they only went 
through the forms, for the greater fecurity of the tenant. Araong 
other ceremonies Stowc mentions, that ** the gauntlet that was c aft 
down by George Thome was borne before the fayd Nailor, in his 
iaflage through London, upon a fword's point, and lils ballon (a 
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Jf*iF of an ell long, made taper-wife, /tyr" w'/i iorn,) villi his fl.icld 
of hard leather, was borne alter him," ic. Sec alio Minfhcu'l 
Did. i G i 7 . in' v. Cornet ; fiom which it uppears that iwilor on 
this oic.ihon was inioiuccd to the Judges, uiili 44 thrft Joltmn 
cot r"<. ' hv a very reverend pcilou, Sir |cromc Bowes, am- 
b-iilador fiom '2 liccn Elizabeth imo Kttflia, who casned a re>.. Ir ion 
of an e!l long, tiffed wtth borne." — in a vety ancient law-book 
entitled b'ittcr., the manner in which the rombatan.s arc to be 
aimed is particularly mentioned* 'lhc quotation iiom tiie Sloanian 
MS. is a tranfiauon from tiicncc. liv a ridiculous mihake the 
voids, 44 fauns love aimc," arc rendered in lhc modem tr..niiution 
of that hook, printed a few vears ago, 14 without linn** armour ;" 
and 41 a mains nucs and pics" i baic-handcd and ha re- footed] it 
tranflated, 44 aud theil hands naked, and nn foot. Mm.ONL. . 

Tliis play nay be jufll) faid io contain two of the mod fprightly 
charactcis that Shakfpcarc ever drew. The wit, the humoutift, 
the gentleman, and the fohlier, are combined in Bcncdn k. Jt 
is to he lamented, indeed, thai the lull and mod fplendid of tin fe 
diHinctions, is difgtaccd bv unnffellaiy piottncnefs ; lor the good- 
nefs of his heart is hardly fulheient to atone for the licence of 
his tongue. The loo farcaflic levitv, which Halhes out in the 
conveiiatton of Beatrice, may be excufed on account of the lleadi- 
nef's and friendfhip fo apparent in her behaviour, when fhe urges 
her lover to rilque his life by a clialleugc to Claudio. In the 
condud of the lable, however, there is an impcifcdion hmilar to 
that which Dr. Johnion has pointed out in 1 ht Merry Hcm of 
Wind/or ■' — the fecond r ontrivaut e is lels ingenious than the hi H : — • 
or, to fpeak more plainly, the fame incident is become Hale by 
repetition. I wifll fome other method had been found to entrap 
Beatrice, than that very one which before had been fuccclsluily 
pradifed on Benedick. 

Muih aJo about Nothir.%. (as I undctftand from one of Mr. 
Venue's MSS. ) lormcilv palled under the tale of Bencuick and 
Beatrix. Hcming the placer received, on the 201I1 ol May, tfu3, 
the lum of fo:t\ pounds, and twenty pounds more as his Majcfly'f 
gratuity, for exhibiting h\ plays at Hampton. Ctum, amon^ which 
was tins comedy. StttVfNS. 



THE END OF THE SIXTH VOLUME. 
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